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INTRODUCTION  -  VOLUME  IIIC 

At  the  direction  of  M.  J.  Hannigan,  Commissioner  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol,  a  special  investigation 
team  was  established  to  document  the  earthquake  induced  collapse  of  the  portion  of  the  1-880  Nimitz 
Freeway  known  as  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct.  This  special  investigation  team  was  officially  formed  on 
October  26,  1989,  and  began  operation  on  October  30,  1989. 

PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  special  investigation  team  was  to  identify,  collect  and  document  factual  information 
relating  to  the  following  specific  areas: 

1 .  Traffic  flow  on  the  Cypress  Structure  at  the  time  of  its  collapse. 

2.  Identification  and  location  of  each  vehicle  on,  or  adjacent  to,  the  Cypress  Structure  that  was 
damaged  as  a  consequence  of  its  collapse. 

3.  To  identify  the  extent  of  damage  to  all  vehicles  and  other  property  directly,  or  indirectly,  associated 
with  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress  Structure. 

4.  Identification  and  location  of  the  drivers  and  passengers  of  each  of  the  vehicles  identified  in  item 
number  2,  above. 

5.  Identification  of  all  parties  injured  or  killed  as  a  direct,  or  indirect,  consequence  of  the  collapse  of 
the  Cypress  Structure.  To  include  the  date,  time  and  cause  of  death  and  extent  of  injuries  to  each 
victim  identified  in  item  number  4,  above. 

6    To  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  all  survivors  of  the  Cypress  Structure  collapse  as 
identified  in  items  number  4  and  5,  above. 

7.  To  identify,  locate,  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  witness  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Cypress  Structure. 

8 .  To  collect  the  data  necessary  to  prepare  a  factual  description  of  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress 
Structure  and  its  effect  on  the  vehicles  and  their  occupants  who  were  on,  or  adjacent  to,  the 
structure  when  it  collapsed. 

OBJECTIVE 

It  is  not  the  intent,  nor  is  it  the  objective  of  this  report  to  determine,  or  address,  the  cause,  or  causes,  of  the 
collapse  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  The  primary  responstoility  of  this  report  is  to  provide  for  the  factual 
documentation  of  the  evidence  related  to  the  collapse  of  the  structure,  and  to  describe,  as  accurately  as 
possible,  the  sequence  of  events  taking  place  just  prior  to,  and  during,  the  structure  collapse. 

PURPOSE  -  VOLUME  IIIC 

Volume  IIIC  contains  the  transcribed  and  summarized  statements  of  the  101  witnesses  who  were 
northbound  or  southbound  on  I -880  prior  to  the  structure  collapse,  on  adjacent  freeways,  or  at  various 
other  locations  adjacent  to  the  fallen  structure.  This  is  the  fifth  volume  of  a  six  volume  set. 
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EDITED  TRANSCRIPTS 

The  transcripts  of  the  tape  recorded  interviews  presented  in  this  volume  have  been  edited  to  remove 
extraneous  comments,  utterances,  or  other  verbal  sounds  that  had  no  bearing  on  the  information  being 
exchanged  during  the  interview.  No  attempt  was  made  to  correct  grammar  or  to  correct  the  improper  use  of 
words.  The  body  of  each  interview  represents  our  best  effort  to  provide  an  accurate,  word  for  word, 
transcript  of  the  verbal  exchange  between  the  interviewer(s)  and  the  person(s)  being  interviewed. 
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W-l,  .  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowal  ewski, 

#7739,  on  November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1725  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  the  Fremont  Police  Department.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 
The  following  1s  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SK:  Steve  Kowal ewski,  CHP 
SB: 

SK:  can  you  just  say  your  name  for  the  record  please? 

SB: 

SK:    How  often  do  you  travel  on  this  freeway? 

SB:    Off  and  on  ...  Well,  we've  been  travelling  on  it  for  years.    It's  on  my 
way  to  my  grandmother's  house. 

SK:  It's  fairly  often  then  you  would  say? 

SB:  It  used  to  be.   Now,  it's  every  great  once  in  a  while. 

SK:  But  you  are  familiar  with  the  location  though? 

SB:  Oh,  yeah. 

SK:  What  direction  were  you  travelling  on  the  freeway? 

SB:  Southbound. 

SK:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic,  the  way  you'd  describe  it  that  day? 

SB:  Oh,  sort  of  medium  I  guess. 

SK:  Can  you  describe  whereabouts  you  were  on  the  freeway? 

SB:    I  was  just  getting  on  southbound.   I  was  pretty  much  all  the  way  onto  the 
bridge,  but  not  on  the  part  that  collapsed. 

SK:    You  were  coming  from  San  Pablo  on,  that  would  be  Interstate  80,  I  guess? 
You  were  travelling  towards  Oakland?  You  had  just  gone  through  the 
connector?   Is  that  correct?  Onto  the  Nimitz  Freeway?  The  connector 
between  the  freeways  there? 

SB:  Between  80  and  880? 

SK:  Yes. 

SB:  Yeah. 

SK:  Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-z 


SB:    I  was  in  the  far  left  lane? 

SK:    Do  you  remember  how  fast  you  were  going  prior  to  the  collapse  of  the 
structure? 

SB:  I  was  going  about  50  miles  an  hour. 

SK:  Do  you  remember  how  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

SB:  My  car?  One,  me. 

SK:  Just  yourself? 

SB:  Yes. 

SK:  What  was  your  ...  do  you  recall  anything  about  other  vehicles  that  were  on 
the  freeway  near  you,  or  were  any  other  cars  near  you? 

SB:    Yeah.  There  was  a  big  rig  behind  me.   I  don't  really  remember  what  was 
beside  me.   I  just  remember  the  big  rig  because  it  was  coming,  and  it 
wasn't  stopping.   I  was  like,  M0h,  God!". 

SK:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

SB:    My  truck  started  to  go  crazy  and  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire  or  something 
and  I  didn't  know  what  was  happening.   Everything  was  all  like  this  and 
...  let's  see,  what  was  next?   I  was  trying  to  slow  down  because  I  didn't 
know  what  was  happening,  but  I  looked  in  my  rear  view  mirror  and  I  saw 
that  big  rig  was  coming,  and  it  wasn't  slowing  down.   So,  I  was  trying  to 
regain  control  of  the  car  and  then  my  radio  station  went  out.  Then,  like 
just  a  few  seconds  after  that,  I  guess,  I  heard  the  collapse.   I  heard  a 
big  crash  and  that's  when  ...  when  the  radio  station  went  out,  that's  when 
I  knew  we  had  an  earthquake.   I  knew  something  was  wrong. 

SK:    That  all  happened  in  very  quick  ... 

SB:    It  seemed  like  it  just  went  boom- boom- boom.   I  really  ...  I  mean, 
everything  happened  so  fast.  That  whole  day  was  just  ... 

SK:    You  say  you  were  driving  a  truck.   Can  you  describe  the  vehicle  you  were 
driving? 

SB:  It's  a  Chevy  S-10,  a 

SK:  An  '87? 

SB:  Urn- hum. 

SK:  S-10,  is  that  a  pickup  truck? 

SK:  Yeah,  it's  a  small  pickup. 

SK:  What  color  is  it? 
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SB:    Dark  blue. 

SK:    Do  you  know  the  license  number? 
SB:  No. 

SK:    Is  it  registered  in  your  name? 

SB:    It's  registered  under  my  mother's  and  my  name. 

SK:    Jointly?  Very  good.   What  did  you  do  when  you  saw,  or  when  you  heard  the 
noise  and  were  aware  that  something  was  happening?  What  was  your  reaction 
as  far  as  controlling  the  car? 

SB:    Get  me  home! 

SK:    I  mean  did  you  brake  to  a  stop  suddenly  or  ... 

SB:    Yeah.   I  looked  up  ahead.   I  didn't  really  realize  that  the  bridge  had  ... 
I  heard  a  crash,  but  I  didn't  really  know  what  it  was,  because  I  couldn't 
see  that  part  of  the  bridge,  until  I  pulled  up.   Even  when  you're  right  up 
and  stuff,  you  don't  see  it  unless  you  went  up  closer.   So,  there  was  a 
light  car  in  front  of  me  and  I  pulled  up  behind  him.   Because  I'm  a 

a  I  thought  that  if  anybody  was  hurt,  I  might 
be  of  some  assistance.   So,  I  pulled  up  behind  him.   He  was  talking  on  a 
CB  ... 

SK:    CB  radio? 

SB:    Yeah.   It  turned  out  that  he  was  a  Federal  Agent.   I  told  him  that  I  was  a 
CNA  and  could  I  do  anything  to  help.  He  told  me  not  to  go  anywhere  and  I 
don't  think  it  was  even  a  minute  before  the  CHP  was  there.   He  told  a 
female  CHP  officer  that  was  there  that  I  was  a  CNA.   She  grabbed  me  and  we 
ran  down  the  off-ramp  part  ... 

SK:    On  foot,  huh? 

SB:    Yeah.   We  ran  down  there  and  there  were  some  other  ...  there  was  an 
off-duty  San  Francisco  Police  Officer  there.  There  was  a  serviceman 
there,  I  don't  know  which  branch  of  the  service  he  was.  There  were  a 
couple  of  CHP  officers.   The  serviceman  climbed  up  on  top  of  the  bridge, 
the  part  that  had  collapsed,  and  I  went  right  after  him  to  help  the  people 
that  were  up  there. 

SK:    Do  you  recall  what  other  vehicles  did  around  you?  As  far  as  the  truck  ... 
I  guess  the  truck  safely  came  to  a  stop? 

SB:    Yeah.   He  came  to  a  stop  behind  me  and  by  the  time  I  ran  down,  most  of  the 
vehicles  were  being  directed  in  other  directions  to  get  away.  Then,  by 
the  time  I  came  back  up  later,  there  was  no  cars  except  mine  and  some 
police  cars. 

SK:    Now,  you  said  earlier  that  you  couldn't  really  see  that  the  structure  had 
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fallen.   Why  was  that?  Were  you  not  ...  were  you  still  1n  the  curve,  or 


SB:    No.   It  was  straight,  even  from  where  I  was,  I  looked  forward  and  I  really 
didn't  see.    I  could  hear  people  screaming  and  stuff,  but  I  was  just  like 
...  I  don't  know,  everything  just  happened  so  fast.    It  was  like  at  one 
point,  and  then  I  ran  down  there  and  then  we  climbed  on  top  of  the  bridge 
and  then  ...  it  was  just  like  everything  went  really  fast. 

SK:    When  did  it  become  evident  to  you  that  the  structure  had  fallen?  After 
you  had  stopped? 

SB:    When  I  got  up  to  the  car  in  front  of  me.   It  was  like  that  was  the  first 
time  I'd  stopped  for  a  second  and  I  looked.   Then,  the  bridge  wasn't 
there! 

SK:    How  far  from  where  the  structure  had  actually  fallen  did  your  vehicle  come 
to  rest? 

SB:    I  don't  know.   It  was  probably  about  a  hundred. 
SK:    A  hundred  yards,  or  ... 
SB:    I  don't  know.   I  stopped  almost  right  away. 
SK:    Good.   How  far  behind  you  did  the  truck  stop? 

SB:    Oh,  I  know  he  stopped  for  a  minute.  He  wasn't  that  far  behind  me.  I 
don't  know  if  he  went  off  or  not.   I  was  concentrating  on  the  bridge  by 
that  time,  because  I  knew  people  were  down  that  might  be  hurt.   So,  I 
really  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  the  truck  behind  me  after  I  stopped 
and  got  out. 

SK:    You  weren't  injured  in  any  way,  were  you? 

SB:  No. 

SK:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  actual  earthquake? 

SB:    It  was  just  weaving  and  it  was  just  out  of  control.  I  was  just  trying  to 
...  it  was  going  back  and  forth,  like  this.    I  didn't  know  which  way  to 
turn  to  get  it  under  control.   It  kept  on  going  back  and  forth. 

SK:    So,  you  didn't  really  have  any  indication,  any  first  indication,  that  the 
structure  was  actually  falling,  did  you,  other  than  the  noise,  perhaps, 
that  you  heard? 

SB:    Yeah.   I  didn't  know  what  the  hell  this  was  until  ... 

SK:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 
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SB:    I  didn't  even  realize  the  structure  was  moving.   All  I  knew  is  my  truck 
was  moving  and  I  couldn't  get  control  of  it. 

SK:    Was  that  an  up  and  down  motion,  or  a  side  to  side  motion,  or  could  you 
really  tell? 

SB:    I  couldn't  really  tell.    I'd  had  to  ...  as  a  guess  I'd  say  more  side  to 
side  because  that's  what  my  truck  was  doing.    I  didn't  really  feel  my 
truck  going  up  or  anything.    I  don't  remember  that. 

SK:  Do  you  normally  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

SB:  I  wear  contact  lenses. 

SK:  You  have  contact  lenses  on  now? 

SB:  Urn -hum. 

SK:  Did  you  have  your  contact  lenses  on  during  this  time? 

SB:  Urn -hum. 

SK:  Were  you  in  good  physical  health  during  the  time  of  the  incident? 

SB:  Urn -hum. 

SK:  Had  you  taken  any  alcoholic  beverages  or  any  drugs,  prescription  drugs 
perhaps  ... 

SB:  No. 

SK:    Was  your  vehicle  in  good  mechanical  condition? 
SB:  Yes. 

SK:    Did  you  witness  any  acts  which  were  commendable  by  any  people  as  far  as 
their  risking  their  own  lives  or  doing  some  heroic  efforts  or  ... 

SB:    I  noticed  a  lot  of  people,  I  mean,   everybody  just  really  jumped  in 

there.   You  know,  the  CHP  officers  were  trying  to  help  everybody  and  going 
from  person  to  person  trying  to  get  everybody  under  control.   Even  people 
who  didn't  know  what  they  were  doing,  were  doing  their  best  effort  to  help 
even  though  in  a  couple  of  instances,  that  created  a  little  bit  more 
problems  ...  some  civilians. 

SK:    Because  there  was  too  many  people  there,  you  mean? 

SB:    No,  because  they  didn't  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  they  were  so  into 
what  was  going  on  and  they  really  wanted  to  help  that  they  weren't  taking 
the  time  to  listen  to  people  who  knew  what  they  were  doing. 

SK:    Like  the  on-duty  policemen  and  the  people  like  yourself  that  had  training 
and  stuff? 
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SB:    Right.   Like  for  example,  the  man  who  was  in  the  RV.   I  don't  remember  his 
name  now.   I  know  his  daughter's  name  was  But  ... 

SK:    This  is  one  of  the  vehicles  that  was  involved  in  ... 

SB:    That  was  one  of  the  vehicles  that  was  up  on  top.    It  hit  the  rig,  the 

.  The  RV  was  in  there.   He  had  no  feeling  from  his,  I  mean 
he  could  not  move  from  his  waist  down.   He  couldn't  feel  most  of  it  from 
about  his  thigh,  I  guess,  right  about  in  here.   But  he  felt  a  lot  of  pain 
in  his  back.  They  had  him  in  one  of  the  baskets.  When  we  tried  to  move 
him  ...  we  were  going  to  put  him  in  the  back  of  a,  it  was  like  a  van  with 
the  seats  in  the  back,  you  can  go  in  sideways.  With  that  kind  of  back 
injury  and  not  feeling  anything,  we  should  have  kept  him  very  level  and 
lifted  at  the  same  time.   Everybody  was  so  anxious  it  was  just  like  let's 
go.   They  were  picking  him  up  at  different  times  and  he  was  really 
hurting.   I  was  like  trying  to  yell  and  tell  them  to  stop,  you've  got  to 
count  to  three.   So,  that  was  the  only  time  that  I  actually  saw  where  it 
was  a  little  bit  more  hurtful  than  helpful.   But,  the  people  who  knew  what 
they  were  doing,  the  off-duty  police  officer,  the  serviceman,  the  CHP, 
they  were  all  really  terrific  and  they  all  worked  real  hard. 

SK:    Now  what  did  you  do?  Can  you  describe  what  you  did?   I  mean,  you  left 
your  car  and  you  went  up  on  the  upper  deck  to  help  people.  What  did  you 
do  up  there? 

SB:    I  left  my  car  and  I  came  down  and  then  I  was  the  second  person  to  climb  up 
on  the  bridge  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

SK:    The  first  being? 

SB:    The  first  being  the  serviceman  that  was  there.   We  went  over  ...  first  we 
went  over  and  there  was  one  woman,  I  guess  she  was  already  on  the  bridge, 
who  was  helping  a  woman  who  was  ...  she  was  like  holding  the  woman's  hand 
...  who  was  in  one  of  the  very  first  cars  right  by  the  collapsed  section. 
She  was  pretty  badly  messed  up  and  she  was  just  trying  to  keep  her  calm 
and  keep  her  still  and  everything.  So,  there  was  nothing  we  could  do 
because  at  that  time,  we  hadn't  gotten  everything  that  we  needed  yet,  like 
the  boards  and  all  that  stuff.   So,  then  we  were  just  checking  out  people 
to  make  sure  and  try  to  get  people  off  and  everything.  When  I  looked, 
there  was  another  girl,  she  probably  was  a  little  bit  younger  than  me,  in 
her  early  20' s,  and  she  almost  walked  right  off  the  bridge. 

SK:    She  was  involved  in  one  of  the  ... 

SB:    Yeah.   She  was  in  the  car  that  was  like  in  between  the  RV  and  the  rig. 

There  was  a  car  in  there.   I  went  over  and  just  gently  pulled  her  away  and 
I  asked  her  her  name.   She  didn't  remember  her  name.  All  she  remembered 
was  which  car  she  got  out  of.   I  couldn't  see  any  damage.   I  mean,  she 
just  had  a  split  lip.   I  felt  her  head  and  she  didn't  have  any  bumps  on 
her  head,  it  was  mostly  shock.  Now  what  happened  ...  she  couldn't 
remember  anything  except  for  which  car  she  got  out  of. 


SK: 


Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  that  was? 
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SB:  No,  I  don't.   I  think  like  it  was  a  gold  or  a  tan  or  something. 

SK:  But  it  was  the  car  that  was  trapped  between  the  van  and  the  big  rig? 

SB:  Yeah,  the  RV  by  the  railing.   There  were  two  cars,  the  RV  and  the  rig. 

SK:  That  had  written  on  the  side?  Was  that  the  one  that  had  Super  Cal  ... 

SB:    Yeah,  Super  Cal  Trans.   There  was  a  car  in  between,  by  the  railing,  in 
between  the  RV,  or  like  right  there  and  then  he  was  there.  Apparently, 
she  got  out  of  that  car  because  she  wanted  to  get  her  purse  out  of  the  car 
so  that  she  could  find  out  who  she  was,  because  she  didn't  remember  who 
she  was.   She  was  in  just  like  a  kind  of  daze.   She  didn't  ... 

SK:    So,  you  guided  her  and  got  her  safe  again? 

SB:    Yeah.    I  had  her  sit  down  and  stay  calm.   She  kept  wanting  to  walk  around 
and  I  told  her,  just  sit  down  and  stay  calm  and  everything.   Then,  later 
we  got  her  down.   The  next  thing  they  did  was  they  were  trying  ...  they 
went  into  the  RV  and  they  found  out  that  two  people  in  there  were  trapped 
and  we  couldn't  get  them  out.   So,  I  went  in  there  to  keep  them  calm  while 
they  were  trying  to  get  all  the  stuff  they  needed  to  try  and  figure  out 
how  they  were  going  to  get  them  out  of  there.  the  girl,  could 

smell  ...  well,  they  could  both  smell  the  gas  but  she  was  really  nervous 
about  it.   She  said  that  she  smelled  gas.    I  tried  to  keep  them  calm  and 
talk  to  them  and  everything  and  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  back  of  the  van. 
I'd  go  in  and  talk  to  them  and  then  when  people  would  come  in  and  look  at 
them  and  try  to  do  something,  and  then  I  was  back  out  and  in  and  out.  I 
guess  it  was  a  half-hour  after  the  first,  after  the  earthquake,  that  we 
had  an  aftershock  when  I  was  up  there.   We  all  kind  of  went  to  the  middle 
of  the  bridge  and  ...  that  was  real  spooky! 

SK:    Prior  to  that,  were  you  ever  concerned  about  your  well  being  with  this 
whole  structure  might  collapse  some  more,  or  ... 

SB:  No. 

SK:    You  just  saw  you  had  something  to  do  and  went  ahead  and  did  it? 

SB:    Yeah.   I  think  the  hardest  part  was  I  could  hear  people  underneath  us 
screaming  for  help  at  first. 

SK:    That's  on  the  lower  deck? 

SB:    The  lower  deck.    I  could  hear  people  under  there  screaming  for  help.  That 
was  real  spooky. 

SK:    Then,  that  went  away  after  a  while? 

SB:  Yeah. 

SK:    What  happened  after  the  first  aftershock?  After  about  a  half-hour? 
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SB:    I  guess  it  was  about  a  half -hour.  Then,  we  went  and  we  just  kept 

working.   After  a  while  they  just  had  the  police  officers  ...  the  firemen 
had  come  up  there  at  some  point. 

SK:    So,  somebody  had  told  all  these  other  people,  Mwe  need  to  get  you  away 
because  we  have  enough  people  here  now  and  ..." 

SB:    They  got  all  the  civilians  off  like  and  kept  me  up  there,  because  I'm  a 
CNA.   But,  then  after  they  got  the  fire  department  up  there  and  everybody, 
they  had  me  go  down  too.  As  I  went  down,  I  went  down  the  wrong  side  and 
my  truck  was  on  the  other  side.   So,  I  went  around  and  when  I  was  coming 
up,  there  was  man  there  named  He  was  the  one  who  was  with  Super  Cal 

Trans. 

SK:    He  was  the  driver  then? 

SB:    Yeah,  he  was  the  driver.   So,  I  went  over  and  stayed  with  him  for  quite  a 
while,  monitoring  his  pulse,  trying  to  keep  him  awake  and  alert. 

SK:    Was  he  just  seated  down  there? 

SB:    No,  he  was  laying  down.   He  was  on  the  ground  when  I  went  down.   Well,  by 
the  time  I  got  down  there  he  was  just  laying  down  and  his  mouth  was  all 
bloody.   He  said  that  ...  his  eyes  were  really  glazed  like  he  was  in  shock 
or  something.   I  just  kept  talking  to  him,  asking  him  his  name  and  where 
he  lived  and  what  he  did  and  that  kind  of  stuff.   I  just  tried  to  keep  him 
awake  and  alert.   I  kept  taking  his  pulse  and  it  was  gradually  going  down, 
but  I  was  real  concerned  about  him.  Then,  I  went  to  leave.   I  was  there 
with  him  for  a  while  and  then  they  brought  ...  they  finally  got  the  man 
and  daughter  out  of  the  RV,  and  they  brought  the  man  down  and  they  laid 
him  right  next  to  I  went  back  over  and  talked  to  him  for  a  while 

and  was  working  with  him,  holding  his  hand  and  I  put  a  bandage  over  his 
...  he  had  a  cut  over  his  eye.   I  put  a  bandage  over  there.  Then,  me  and 
a  fourth-year  med  student,  he  was  feeling  his  legs  and  asking  him  if  he 
could  feel  anything  ...  can  you  feel  this  and  can  you  feel  this  and  all 
that  stuff .  That's  when  we  discovered  he  didn't  have  any  feeling.  All  he 
could  feel  was  his  back  and  how  bad  that  hurt,  but  he  couldn't  feel 
anything  from  the  waist  down.   Then,  they  found  the  truck.  Well,  we  tried 
to  get  him  in  the  van,  but  he  didn't  fit  in  the  van  because  of  the 
basket.   Then,  we  put  him  in  the  back  of  the  truck  and  I  don't  know  what 
happened  after  that. 

SK:    It  was  just  a  private  civilian's  pickup  truck  or  something? 

SB:    Yeah.   It  was  a  private  civilian  pickup.   He  said  that  he  had  already 
taken,  I  think,  two  loads  of  people  to  the  hospital  in  the  back  of  his 
pickup. 

SK:    Do  you  remember  what  he  looked  like  or  anything?  Not  really,  huh?  You 
did  quite  a  job  up  there  it  sounds  like.    I  know  those  people  really 
appreciate  it. 
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SB:    Oh,  I  didn't  feel  like  I  did  half  as  much  as  everybody  else.   Mostly  it 
was  just  holding  hands. 

SK:    I  don't  know.    I  think  that's  pretty  important  to  those  people  that  were 
involved  anyway.   But  ...  I  have  a  few  other  questions  here.   Were  you 
wearing  your  safety  belt  when  this  happened? 

SB:    Yes,  always. 

SK:    Do  you  have  a  shoulder  harness  incorporated  in  that? 
SB:    Yes,  it  does. 

SK:    Was  that  a  factor  in  any  way  in  your  being  safe,  or  you  didn't  really 
strike  anything,  did  you? 

SB:    No,  I  didn't. 

SK:    When  you  were  up  there  and  that  first  aftershock  hit  about  half  an  hour 
after  it  occurred,  did  you  feel  the  structure  shift  at  all  or  any 
movement? 

SB:    Oh  yeah! 

SK:    Did  it  sink  any,  or  ... 

SB:    It  was  rolling.   It  felt  to  me  like  it  was  rolling  and  I  looked  and  the 
sides  were  going  like  this. 

SK:    By  this,  you  mean  a  side  to  side  motion. 

SB:    It  felt  like  it  was  side  to  side.   I  mean,  when  I  looked,  the  ground  felt 
like  it  was  going  like  this.  So  ... 

SK:    Pulsing  movement? 

SB:    So,  maybe  it  was  both. 

SK:    How  much  movement  did  it  seem  like  it  was?  Can  you  describe  it? 

SB:    It  felt  like  quite  a  bit  to  me.   I  don't  know  if  it  was  as  big  as  I  really 
thought  it  was  because  there  was  just  the  fear  that  the  first  one  really 
shook  me  up,  and  then  here's  a  second  one  and  what's  going  to  happen  now? 
So,  I  think  that  impact  made  it  seem  even  worse  than  it  probably  was,  I'm 
not  sure.   But  all  I  can  picture  is  the  RV  with  the  people,  the  two  people 
were  still  in  there.   I  could  just  picture  that  going  over  and  that's  ... 

SK:    Because  it  was  in  kind  of  a  precarious  position? 

SB:    Yeah,  it  was.   So,  I  was  just  watching  it  and  going,  "Please,  God!" 

SK:    But  you  didn't  feel  the  structure  itself  shift  or  fall  down  any?   It  would 
be  difficult  for  you  to  tell  like  ... 
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SB:    Yeah,  from  up  there  it  was  kind  of  hard  to  tell  because  I  just  felt  it 
rolling,  kind  of  up  and  down,  and  that  was  ... 

SK:    Can  you  make  just  a  wild  guess  about  how  many  inches  it  was  moving  up  and 
down? 

SB:    Up  and  down,  back  and  forth? 
SK:  Yeah. 

SB:    Oh,  a  couple  at  least. 

SK:    Yeah.   It's  difficult  to  say,  I  know.   But  I  think  perhaps  some  engineers 
will  be  interested  in  what  you  have  to  say  about  that.  That's  why  I 
wanted  it  on  tape.   So,  thank  you  very  much.   I'll  turn  this  off  again. 
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W-2,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  16,  1989,  at  approximately  0910  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following 
is  a  transcription  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
OB: 

SM:    If  you  could  just  tell  me  what  the  circumstances  that  put  you  in  that 
particular  place  and  then  just  relate  what  happened,  what  you  saw. 

OB:    On  that  day,  I  left  work  five  minutes  early,  'cause  everyone  was  all  done 
here.   When  I  left,  I  managed  to  get  through  all  the  lights,  no  problem. 
There  wasn't  very  much  traffic.   Depending  if  I  can  get  all  the  way  over 
to  580  to  go  home,  I'll  do  that,  but  if  not  then  I  end  up  on  880  on  the 
Cypress.   I  didn't  actually  get  over  to  get  on  to  580.    I  was  on  880,  and 
I  just  actually  got  onto  880,  when  I  thought  that  my  tires  were  going  out 
on  me,  like  it  felt  like  a  little  buckling  under  me.   I  started  to  slow 
down.  Then,  I  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake  that  was  going  on  after 
I  started  to  slow  down.   I  saw  people  around  were  slowing  down  also.  I 
came  to  a  stop  and  I  looked  up  and  saw  that  there  was  a  truck,  it  was  way 
ahead.   It  was  a  semi  truck  and  it  was  out  of  control  and  it  went  over  the 
side.  The  cab  went  over  the  side  of  the  freeway,  just  the  cab.    It  looked 
like  it  was  a  van,  I  can't  be  positive,  unless  it  was  a  Volkswagon  bus, 
not  a  bus,  but  a  station  wagon  like.   It  was  pretty  big,  like  a  van  and  it 
looked  like  it  went  into  the  side  of  the  truck,   At  that  time,  the 
structure  was  down.   It  had  come  down.  The  part  that  I  was  on  was  up,  the 
part  that  it  was  on  went  down  and  there  was  a  car  behind  that.   I  didn't 
know  if  there  were  any  injuries.   I  didn't  see  very  many  people  get  out  of 
their  vehicles  at  that  time.  After  stopping,  there  happened  to  be  someone 
in  the  vehicle.    I  don't  know  he  might  have  been  a  policeman,  but  he  went 
ahead  and  had  people  back  up  that  part  and  pull  over  to  the  side  where 
there  was  a  off -ramp  and  had  people  wait  there  because  on  the  off -ramp, 
there  was  so  much  debris  that  no  one  could  pass  it.  They  tried  to  get 
vehicles  through,  ambulances,  etc.  but  they  couldn't  at  that  time  because 
there  was  too  much  traffic.   I  did  eventually  see  some  people  up  on  top 
walking  around.    I  don't  know  if  they  got  down,  I  didn't  see  that. 
Eventually,  they  had  more  police  there  and  ambulances.   They  had  us 
eventually  back  up  off  the  ramp,  turn  around  and  go  back  and  take  on  ... 
go  on  to  880,  excuse  me  580.   They  had  us  turn  around.  The  movement  that 
I  felt  was  like  a  wave.   Like  you  see  on  the  water,  a  wave.   It  felt  like 
that. 

SM:    So,  it  felt  like  it  was  a  rolling  up  and  down  motion? 

0B:    Yes,  yes.   I  actually  thought  something  was  wrong  with  my  vehicle  at  that 
point,  'cause  you  don't  expect  this  to  happen.  You  don't  expect  it  at 
all.   I  had  to  look  around  to  make  sure  that  I  wasn't  going  into  anybody. 
I  was  thinking  oh,  no,  what  is  wrong  with  this  truck. 

SM:    Was  it  out  of  control,  did  it  seem  like  you  couldn't  control  it? 
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OB:    It  felt  like  it,  it  felt  like  I  couldn't  control  it.   I  had  to  look  around 
to  make  sure  that  I  wasn't  going  to  go  into  anybody.  There  was  a  car  that 
had  stopped.   It  was  over  to  my  left.   I  couldn't  tell  whether  it  had 
actually  gone  into  the  side  or  not.   It  was  pretty  close  but  I  couldn't 
really  tell . 

SM:    I  have  a  aerial  photograph  here  and  maybe  you  can  show  me.   You  were 
southbound  880  because  you  were  leaving  San  Rafael  to  go  south  towards 
Hayward.   So,  this  would  have  been  the  Interchange,  you  would  have  just 
come  right  on  880. 

OB:  See  this  is  the  bridge  right  here.  Because,  this  is  580  and  usually  when 
I  come  on  here,  if  I  can  get  over  to  go  to  580  I  will,  'cause  there  is  so 
much  traffic  usually,  but  I  couldn't  get  over,  so  I  was  on  here  and  I  had 
just  gotten  to  ...  not  very  far  right  about  here  ...  not  very  far  at  all. 
It  was  right  where  the  off -ramp  was,  right  here.  There's  an  off -ramp  here 
somewhere.  Somewhere  ...  like  you  come  on  ...  I  can't  tell  ... 

SM:    There's  an  off -ramp  up  here,  could  you  have  been  this  far  up? 

0B:    It  was  this  far.   So,  I  was  around  here. 

SM:    So,  you  were  going  to  be  north  of  34th  Street.   This  was  about  where  it 
appears  to  be,  it  must  be  the  32nd  off -ramp  ...  it  dumps  you  out  here  on 
32nd,  so  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  32nd  on-ramp. 

0B:    They  had  me  back  up  here  and  then  take  the  off -ramp.   I  was  about  here  on 
the  off -ramp.   I  was  probably  about  here  on  the  off -ramp,  'cause  I  could 
look  that  it  was  down  and  there  was  no  traffic  coming  back  this  way,  but  I 
could  not  see  under.   Yeah.  There  was  a  policeman,  he  pulled  over  here 
and  he  had  people  back  up.   I  think  he  was  a  policeman,  anyway. 

SM:    Did  he  have  a  uniform  on? 

0B:  No. 

SM:    Was  it  just  his  attitude  or  ... 

0B:    He  had  a  radio.    I  believe  he  had  a  radio,  as  far  as  I  remember. 
SM:    Did  he  have  a  special  jacket  on  or  anything? 

0B:    ...  so  he  had  us  pull  back  here  and  park  right  about  here  I  guess.  Yeah, 
because  there  was  people  that  come  out  of  these  buildings.   They  were  kind 
of  looking  to  see  what  was  going  on.   I  shouted  down  to  him  "are  the 
phones  working?"  He  said  no. 

SM:    So,  when  you  first  felt  your  tires,  something  wrong  with  your  tires,  you 
were  approaching  this  off -ramp.   Or  had  you  already  passed  it? 

0B:    When  I  came  on,  I  guess  I  was  about  probably  around  this  area  when  it 

started,  and  I  was  going  along  and  I  have  to  slow  down  and  stop.  I  really 
can't  tell  by  this. 
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SM:    You  were  probably  just  around  the  very  beginning  of  the  32nd  Street 

off -ramp  when  you  first  felt  it  and  you  started  slowing.  Do  you  remember 
which  lane  you  were  driving  in? 

OB:    I  was  1n  the  third  lane  over  from  the  middle,  so  it  was  like  this  lane 
over  here. 

SM:    The  fast  lane? 

OB:    The  fast  lane  as  you're  coming  on  from  80  onto  880. 
SM:    So,  you  were  in  the  fast  lane? 

OB:    Well,  actually  if  I  got  onto  that  it  wouldn't  have  been  the  fast  lane,  it 
would  have  been  the  third  lane  over. 

SM:    From  the  left? 

OB:    From  the  left.   From  the  right.    'Cause  they  have  two  lanes  going  on  from 
80  to  880  and  I  was  in  the  right  hand  lane. 

SM:    So,  there  must  be  five  lanes  just  right  there  at  that  point.   Probably  the 
number  three  lane,  three  or  four  lane.   Had  you  already  passed  this  exit 
and  then  they  had  you  back  down? 

OB:    I  wasn't  that  far.    I  was  maybe  right  here  when  I  was  at  full  stop.  They 
had  us  back  up  here  and  pull  down  here.  There  wasn't  that  many  cars  up 
ahead  of  me. 

SM:    So,  they  had  you  back  up  past  the  gore  point  section  there  and  get  on  the 
off-ramp? 

OB:    Right  here.   After  ...  when  they  had  stopped  all  the  traffic  back  here, 
they  had  everyone  back  up  and  turn  around  then  drive  around  here  to  580. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  take  this  route  where  you  go  on  the  Cypress  Structure? 

OB:    Well,  in  the  mornings  everyday.   In  the  mornings. 

SM:  Southbound? 

OB:    Well  like  I  said,  it  depends  on  whether  I  can  get  over  or  not.  Sometimes, 
people  just  say  you're  not  getting  over  and  I  won't  force  it.   So,  I  know 
I  can  go  two  different  ways.   So,  maybe  about  two  to  three  times  a  week. 

SM:    About  the  same  time  everyday? 

OB:    On  and  off.   Yeah.   If  I  get  out  of  here  five  minutes  early  then  I  do.  If 
not,  it  will  be  5:00  o'clock  when  I  leave  here. 

SM:    So,  you're  usually  on  it  somewhere  between  5  to  5:00,  10  to  5:00, 
somewhere  around  that  time? 
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OB:  Yes. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day  compared  to  other  days? 

OB:    Not  as  heavy  as  1t  normally  is.   Because  like  I  said,  when  I  left  here  I 
got  through  the  lights  with  no  problem.   Usually,  when  I  leave  here,  there 
is  so  much  traffic  I  stop  and  have  to  wait  maybe  two,  three  times  at  one 
light  to  get  through,  but  I  didn't  on  this  day. 

SM:    How  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going  before  anything  happened  and  you  felt 
anything  was  wrong  with  your  car? 

OB:    Well,  I  was  going  about  50,  'cause  I  had  just  come  onto  that  particularly 
one,  so  it  was  about  50. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  anything  else  about  any  of  the  cars  that  were  right  around 
you? 

OB:    No.  No,  because  I  was  just  trying  to  concentrate  on  myself,  just  trying 


SM:   When  you  felt  that  your  car  was  out  of  control,  you  thought  something  was 
wrong  with  the  tires,  did  you  brake  or  just  let  off  the  gas? 

OB:    I  let  off  the  gas  first  then  I  slowly  put  on  the  brake. 

SM:    Did  you  start  to  pull  off  to  the  side,  or  stop  in  the  lane  or  ... 

OB:    In  the  lane,  try  to  in  the  lane  ending  up  partly  over  the  lane. 

SM:   At  this  point  in  time,  before  you  made  a  decision  to  try  to  stop,  had  you 
realized  that  this  was  an  earthquake  at  that  time? 

OB:    Before  I  got  to  stop,  yes. 

SM:    So,  as  you  looked  out  the  front  windshield,  describe  the  motion  of  the 
freeway  again  for  me. 

OB:    The  freeway,  when  I  looked  up,  I  didn't  see  it  at  first,  I  was  seeing  the 
truck,  the  semi  truck.  Then,  after  I  had  seen  the  truck.  I  had  looked  and 
saw  the  structure  down.   I  didn't  know  if  it  come  down  while  it  was  doing 
that.   I  didn't  actually  see  the  whole  structure  do  anything.   It  was  like 
I  saw  it  down  when  I  was  looking  at  that  truck. 

SM:  This  truck,  this  was  a  big  rig? 

OB:  Yes. 

SM:  It  had  a  trailer?  Or  just  the  cab? 

OB:  No.   It  was  a  trailer,  with  a  trailer. 

SM:  Which  side  of  the  freeway  did  you  see  it  go  off  on? 
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OB:    It  was  on  the  left. 

SM:    So,  that  would  have  come  off  then  on  the  east  side  towards  Oakland.  It 
would  have  come  off  this  side.   Did  it  go  completely  over  the  side  or  just 
stop? 

OB:    No,  just  the  cab  of  it.   Just  the  cab. 

SM:    Did  the  cab  fall  all  the  way  to  the  street  do  you  know?  Or  was  it  ... 
OB:    I  don't  believe  it  did.    It  looked  like  it  was  still  there. 
SM:    So,  it  was  maybe  hanging  off  the  side? 
OB:    Urn- hum. 

SM:    The  east  side  of  the  freeway? 
OB:  Yeah. 

SM:    Then,  there  was  the  van  that  hit  the  trailer  of  the  truck? 

OB:    It  looked  like  it  was  a  van.   Like  I  say,  I  don't  know  if  it  was  a  van  or 
not,  because  I  was  back  from  it,  but  it  looked  like  a  pretty  big  vehicle. 

SM:  It  had  hit  the  trailer? 

OB:  It  looked  like  it  had  run  into  the  side,  yeah. 

SM:  The  side  of  the  truck? 

OB:  Um-hum. 

SM:  There  was  one  other  vehicle  that  you  said  it  appeared  to  have  ... 

OB:  Yeah,  it  was  back.   I  don't  know  if  anything  had  happened  to  it. 

SM:  But  it  looked  like  it  had  hit  something  or  ... 

OB:    No,  it  was  just  sitting  back  there.   I  didn't  see  nobody  there.  I 
couldn't  see  if  there  was  anyone  there  in  the  car. 

SM:    Where  was  the  rubble  that  you  mentioned.  You  said  there  was  a  lot  of 
rubble  around  that  you  couldn't  get  off  that  off -ramp. 

OB:    On  the  off -ramp  down  here,  there  was  rubble  down  here  so  no  cars  could 
pass  it.   So,  I  think  maybe  some  cars  tried  to  get  through,  but  you 
couldn't,  so  that's  why  they  had  you  stay  here. 

SM:    So,  vehicles  tried  to  take  the  off -ramp,  get  off  at  32nd  but  there  was 
rubble  on  the  off -ramp  itself  so  they  had  to  back  up? 
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OB:    Yeah,  after  they  cleared  all  that  up,  they  had  people  just  come  back,  turn 
around  here,  back  here  and  around  onto  580. 

SM:    While  you  were  there,  did  you  see  anybody  do  anything  that  you  would 

consider  heroic,  or  were  you  in  a  position  to  observe  any  citizens  helping 
other  people? 

OB:    There  was,  I  don't  know  who  it  was,  I'm  not  sure  if  it  was  an  ambulance  or 
...  but  someone  was  going  up  and  down  with  blankets.   I  don't  know  who  it 
was  ...  I  was  like  in  shock  ...  I  don't  know  who  it  was. 

SM:    Going  up  and  down  to  the  cars  that  were  on  the  ramp? 

OB:    Yeah,  he  was  on  the  ramp.  He  was  going  up  and  asking  for  blankets. 

SM:    Was  he  wearing  any  kind  of  a  uniform  or  any  kind  of  a  special  jacket  of 
any  sort? 

OB:  No. 

SM:    So,  he  appeared  to  be  a  regular  person? 

OB:    A  regular  person.   I  can't  even  remember  what  he  looked  like,  'cause  I 
wasn't  paying  too  much  attention  to  that.   I  was  just  kind  a  shocked  at 
that  point. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  black  or  white  or  young? 

OB:    I  believe  he  was  white.   Can't  remember,  I  guess  he  might  have  been  in  his 
late  20s,  early  30s.   I  can't  be  positive  about  that. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  while  you  were  sitting  there  waiting  to  be  backed  up  and 
free  to  drive  back  home,  do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  parts  of  the 
structure  falling,  maybe  from  any  of  the  aftershocks,  or  do  you  recall  any 
other  movement? 

OB:  No. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  feeling  any  of  those  ... 
OB:    Aftershocks?  Yes. 

SM:    You  felt  them  as  you  were  sitting  there,  but  you  didn't  observe  the 
structure  falling  or  anything? 

OB:  No. 

SM:    This  time  we're  going  to  terminate  the  interview. 
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W-3,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  17,  1989,  at  approximately  1440  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

AB: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 

SM:    If  you'd  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  where  you  got  on  the  freeway,  and  then 
what  happened  from  there. 

AB:    I  got  on  at  the  last  on-ramp  on  Cypress  Street,  just  before  the 

Berkeley/San  Francisco  split.    I  got  on  in  traffic,  I  usually  go  along 
there  just  to  avoid  the  backup  that's  usually  in  there,  in  the  Cypress 
Structure.   So,  I  got  on,  and  as  I  got  on,  traffic  was  just  starting  to 
slow  up,  when  you  come  into  Berkeley.   So,  as  I  was  coming  up  to  the 
uphill  section  of  that,  all  of  a  sudden  it  felt  like  either  I  had  a  flat 
or  like  a  strut  had  broken.   But  it  really,  just  like,  horizontal  movement 
of  the  car.    I  mean,  it  just  like  really  pulled  and  then  went  to  one 
side.  Then,  everybody  slowed  down.  Then,  I  realized  what  was  happening, 
it  was  more  of  an  earthquake.   It  was  an  earthquake.   I  kind  of  looked  to 
the  car  to  my  left,  it  was  like  a  red  Toyota  van  or  something,  and  then  I 
kind  of,  I  thought  it  was  going  to  subside.   Then,  I  looked  out  my 
windshield  and  I  was  looking  up  at  the  580  overpass  that  leads  to  San 
Francisco.  Then,  it  really  started  to  shake.   It  was  actually  moving. 
Then,  I  noticed  debris  was  coming  off,  like  black  pieces  of  tile  or 
something,  started  falling  off,  down  onto  the  cars  that  were  coming  in  on 
the  580  part  that  comes  into  the  East  Shore  freeway.   It's  open  now.  It 
just  kept  rolling,  and  I  just,  I  kind  of,  it  was  like,  I  noticed  a  roar, 
but  at  that  point  it  was  just  so  surreal  I  didn't  really  realize  what  was, 
what  kind  of  motion  was  going  on  in  the  car  at  that  point.   Because  I  was 
kind  of,  yeah,  I  was  really  scared,  so  ...  then  it  was,  traffic  kind  of 
cleared,  as  things  subsided,  traffic  cleared  in  front  of  me.   I  remember  I 
waited  until  everybody  had  gone  under  the  overpass,  and  then  I  just 
stepped  on  the  gas  to  go  under  it  as  quick  as  possible.  Then,  I  noticed, 
I  looked  at  the  guy  next  to  me,  in  the  car  next  to  me,  and  we  were  just 
both  like  wow,  so  ... 

SM:    So,  pinpoint  exactly  where  your  car  was,  you  were  just  right  before  where 
the  580  crosses  over  you.   So,  you  were  right  on  the  bottom  of  the  Maze? 

AB:    Just,  yeah,  just  as  you  start,  you  go  up  just  as  you  start  to  come  down. 

SM:    So,  where  880  will  split  off  to  80? 

AB:  Right. 

SM:    You  said  it,  you  pulled.   Do  you  remember  which  direction  it  pulled  you  to 
to  begin  with,  the  right  or  the  left,  or  ... 
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AB:    I  think  to  the  right.   But  it  was  kind  of  both  ways,  and  it  also  seemed  to 
kind  of  roll  somewhat.   It  was  just  like,  it  was  like,  all  of  a  sudden 
just  something  had  grabbed  the  car  and  was  yanking  it.   I  think,  I'm 
pretty  sure  it  was  to  the  right,  but  at  this  point  I  cannot  be  positive. 

SM:  Which  lane  were  you  in?  Do  you  recall? 

AB:  I  was  in  the  far  right  hand  lane. 

SM:  So,  the  slowest  lane? 

AB:  Right. 

SM:  About  how  fast  was  traffic  moving  at  that  time? 

AB:  We  just  started  to  slow  down,  so  I'd  say  I  was  going  about  between  40  and 
25.  Then,  just  ...  and  then  stopping.   Everybody  stopped. 

SM:    Do  you  take  this  route  everyday? 

AB:    Pretty  much.   Either  on,  in  the  structure  or  on  Cypress. 
SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day? 
AB:  Light. 

SM:    Is  that  unusual  for  that  time  of  day?  Do  you  normally  leave  at  that  time 
of  day? 

AB:   Well,  we  left  a  few,  I  try,  we  try  and  get  out  of  here  a  few  minutes 
early.   It's  so  crazy,  you  never  can  tell.   I  mean  one  day,  it  can  be 
backed  up  all  the  way  to  where  it  becomes  a  double-decker.  Other  days,  it 
can  be  clear  all  the  way  through.  You  never  know.   I  don't  find  ...  it's 
so  ...  it's  like,  I  would  say  except  for  Friday  nights,  Friday  nights  is 
usually  a  ways  back.   But  even  then,  you  never  can  tell. 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  damage  to  any  of  the  cars  around  you  from  the  pieces  of 

AB:    No.  No,  because  it  was  like,  that  was  almost  like  roofing  paper  or 
something  that  was  coming  out. 

SM:    Sort  of  like  those  little  chunks  of  asphalt,  there  were  chunks 

AB:    Yeah,  like  little  pieces  about  4  x  8,  I  don't  know,  I  was  ...  I  was  20 
yards  away  or  more. 

SM:   They  were  coming  down  where,  in  front  of  you  or  behind  you,  or  ... 

AB:   They  were  coming  down,  they  were  falling  down  from  the  580  overpass  that 
was  about  20  yards  in  front  of  me,  or  however  far,  and  then  up  higher. 
They  were  falling  down  onto  the  cars  that  were  coming  from  the  580 
westbound  into  the  80,  the  East  Shore. 
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SM:    You  don't  think  they  were  pieces  of  concrete? 
AB:    Oh,  no,  no.    I  don't  think  so. 

SM:    So,  you  think  they  were,  what  did  they  look  like,  just,  asphalt,  tar,  or 


AB:    Like  tar  paper. 

SM:    Did  you  observe  the  580  above  you  moving? 

AB:    Yes,  although  it's  funny,  somebody  asks  you  what  it  was  like,  it  was  like 
the  movie  Earthquake.    If  you  ever  saw  the  movie  Earthquake,  it  was  very 
...  have  somebody  watch  it,  because  it  was  kind  of  the  scene,  the  way  they 
did  it,  I  don't  know  whoever  did  it,  but  it  was  the  same  kind  of  feeling. 
They  really,  it  was,  I  think,  it  was  kind  of  a  side  to  side  like  it  was 
going  like  this  up  and  down. 

SM:    So,  kind  of  moving  not  in  a  wave  ... 

AB:    Like,  you  have  two  people,  if  you  had  one  person  on  one  side  of  the 

railing  and  then  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railing  and  they  were  heavy 
enough  to  jump  up  and  down  and  make  it  teeter  totter  like  that. 

SM:    Yeah.   So,  like  a  rocking  motion,  then,  from  side  to  side? 

AB:  Yeah. 

SM:    How  about  the  street  right  in  front  of  you,  what  was  it  doing?  Did  you 
observe  it,  the  part  of  the  pavement  that  you  were  on,  did  you  observe 
anything? 

AB:    Did  I  observe  like  ripples  or  something? 
SM:  Uh-huh. 
AB:    Not  really. 

SM:    I  just  have  a  few  more  questions.   I  think  we  ended  with,  you  didn't 
notice  the  pavement  in  front  of  you  doing  anything? 

AB:    Not,  no. 

SM:    So,  you  were  able  just  to  continue  driving  and  just  went  straight  up  80 


AB:    Yeah.   Yeah,  and  then  traffic  was  really  heavy.   Then,  I  noticed  like 
cracks  in  the  80  pavement. 

SM:    That  weren't  there  before? 

AB:    I  don't  think  they  were  there  before. 
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SM:   What  type  of  cracks,  did  they  go  the  same  direction  of  the  ... 

AB:    As  traffic.   This  is  right  before  Powell  Street. 

SM:    Uh-huh.   Lengthwise  the  same,  running  the  same  way  as  the  lanes  or  ... 

AB:    Same  was  as,  yeah,  the  stripes.   Naybe  a  little  bit  diagonally.    I  didn't 
get  that  good  a  look,  but,  just  kind  of  the  first  thing  that  popped  into 
my  head. 

SN:    Did  you,  have  you,  prior  to  this  did  you  consume  any  alcohol  or  take  any 
prescription  medication  of  any  kind? 

AB:    Nope.   I  had  some  coffee  I  think  about  3:00. 

SM:    Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions?  Do  you  wear  glasses  or  contacts? 

AB:    I  do  wear  glasses,  but  I  can  pass,  I  passed  the  driver's  test  without 
glasses. 

SM:    Did  you  have  them  that  day? 

AB:    So,  no,  I  wasn't  wearing  them  that  day. 

SM:   All  right,  that's  about  it.   I'm  going  to  conclude  the  interview  at  this 
time. 
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W-4,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  27,  1989,  The  interview  was  conducted 

by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
JB: 

SM:    First  of  all  you  are  aware  that  this  is  being  tape  recorded? 

JB:    Yes,  I  certainly  am. 
SM:    We  have  here  information 

all  I  need 

is  your  birth  date. 
JB:  4/23/66. 

SM:    If  you  can,  just  tell  me  where  you  were  coming  from,  what  direction  you 
were  travelling,  and  then  just  relay  what  you  saw  and  what  happened  on 
that  day  for  me? 

JB:    I  was  travelling  southbound  on  80,  headed  toward  the  area  where  the  Bay 
Bridge  traffic  cuts  in  and  it  turns  in,  I  guess  that's  right  where  880 
starts  pretty  much.   I  just  took  the  off-ramp  that  says  ...  you  kind 
branch  off  to  the  right  to  Alameda,  and  I  took  that  off -ramp,  I  believe 
it's  two  lanes.   Then,  I  continued  along  that  route  and  the  traffic  coming 
off  of  the  Bay  Bridge  joined  me  and  just  beyond  that  point,  I  believe 
there  are  four  lanes  there  now,  just  beyond  that  point  was  when  the  quake 
hit.   As  everyone  says,  I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  my  car  or 
something.   It  was  just  shaking  violently  from  right  to  left.   I  mainly 
started  braking  and  slowed  down  and  stopped  within  a  few  seconds  of  the 
impact.   In  fact  I  believe  I  was  stopped,  totally  dead  stopped  before  the 
quake  even  finished.  The  cars  around  me  pretty  much  did  the  same. 
Everyone  just  slowed  down  and  basically  that's  pretty  much  leading  up  to 
it.  As  I  said,  it  was  a  left  to  right  violent  left  to  right  motion,  kind 
of  a  sine  wave,  as  if  you  had  a  piece  of  rope  and  just  jerked  it  and  it 
kind  of  went  waving  down  there  in  a  wave  motion.   It  was  mainly  left  to 
right,  a  little  bit  up  and  down  but  the  feeling  really  was  strongly  left 
to  right,  excuse  me  right  to  left,  correct  myself,  it  was  right  to  left. 
I  couldn't  really  see  the  structure  falling,  I  heard  it  more  than  I  saw 
it.   I  saw  it  wiggling,  of  course,  in  front  of  me  and  the  dull  thudding, 
crushing  sound  of  it  falling.   I  just  kind  of  sat  there  and  hoped  that  my 
section  didn't  fall  and,  luckily,  it  didn't.   Once  everything  settled 
down,  there  was  one  car  in  front  of  me,  which  turned  around,  and  I  believe 
that  was  the  only  car  there  before  the  roadway  dropped  away  and  I  just 
backed  up,  I'd  say  a  hundred  yards  or  so,  I'm  not  really  sure,  to  an 
off -ramp.   Got  off  there  on  the  right  side,  and  pretty  much  exited  the 
scene  as  quickly  as  possible. 
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SM:    So,  you  were  going  southbound  1-880  so  you  were  probably  around  maybe  34th 
Street  or  just  after  the  maze  when  you  first  felt  it. 

JB:    Um-hum,  that's  right. 

SM:    Did  you  know  it  was  an  earthquake  when  you  first  felt  it  or  did  you  think 
there  was  something  wrong  with  your  car? 

JB:  At  first,  I  thought  there  was  something  wrong  with  my  car.  It  took  like 
two  shakes  for  me  to  realize  that  it  was  not  something  wrong  with  my  car 
and  then  I  immediately  knew  it  was  an  earthquake.   There  was  no  question. 

SM:    At  that  point  in  time,  that's  when  you  started  braking  and  came  to  a  stop? 

JB:    I  actually  started  braking  immediately,  as  soon  as  I  felt  it  because  I 
thought  I  had  a  flat  tire,  so  my  instinct  was  to  go  for  the  brake,  so  I 
started  slowing  down  then  when  the  second  shake  hit  ...  I  go,  "my  gosh,  do 
I  have  four  flat  tires,  what's  going  on?"  Then,  I  was  really  slowing  down 
to  a  halt  there  and  it  probably  happened  in  a  split  second,  but  by  the 
time  I  realized  that  it  wasn't  my  car  and  it  was  an  earthquake  was  very 
very  short.   But  definitely,  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  was  an  earthquake. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

JB:  At  that  time,  I  was  doing  it  everyday  but  I  no  longer  do  that.  Even  if 
the  earthquake  hadn't  hit,  I  wouldn't  be  travelling  that  route.  It  was 
just  a  temporary  thing  I've  been  doing  after  work. 

SM:    Do  you  travel  it  often  enough  to  give  me  an  idea  as  to  whether  the  traffic 
was  normal  for  that  day? 

JB:    I  would  say  it  was  lighter  than  normal. 

SM:  Which  lane  were  you  in  when  you  got  on  ...  when  you  merged  and  you  were 
actually  on  880? 

JB:  Gosh,  I  believe  when  I  got  on  880  from  80,  I  believe  there  are  two  lanes 
is  that  correct? 

SM:    Um-hum,  right. 

JB:    I'm  pretty  sure  I  was  in  the  right  lane  and  then  when  1t  merges  in,  you've 
got  I  think  four  lanes  ... 

SM:  Four. 

JB:  So,  I  was  in  the  second  lane. 

SM:  About  how  fast  were  you  travelling? 

JB:  I  think  I  was  travelling  right  about  55,  probably. 

SM:  Your  type  of  car  is  just  a  regular  passenger  car? 
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JB:    Yes,  Its  a  little  passenger  car,  2-door. 

SM:    You  gave  already  a  pretty  good  description  of  the  motion,  the  left  to 
right  motion.   You  said  just  a  little  bit  of  an  up  and  down  sensation? 

JB:    Yeah,  there  was  kind  of  a  riding  up  and  down  kind  of  like  on  a  boat  wave 
motion,  but  much  strong  from  right  to  left. 

SM:    Was  it  strong  enough  to  pull  entirely  out  of  the  lane? 

JB:    I  can't  say  really.   I  held  the  car  pretty  steady.   I  pretty  much  stayed 
in  my  lane.   I  don't  know,  all  the  cars  around  I  guess  slowed  down  too, 
but  I  think  I  stayed  in  my  lane.   I  can't  really  remember.    I'm  pretty 
sure  I  stayed  in  my  lane. 

SM:    All  the  other  cars  that  were  around  you  were  slowing  as  well.   Do  you 
recall  any  of  them  colliding  with  each  other? 

JB:  No,  I  didn't.  None  to  my  ...  the  car  to  my  left  and  the  car  to  my  right, 
we  didn't  hit  each  other  and  I  didn't  see  any  cars  hitting  each  other  at 
all  in  that  area. 

SM:    So,  everybody  pretty  much  came  to  a  stop  about  the  same  time? 

JB:  We  all  seemed  to  come  to  a  stop  and  I  don't  even  think  I  saw  anybody  hit 
the  wall  or  the  sides  or  anything.   They  were  just  slowed  down. 

SM:    How  about  the  condition  of  the  pavement?  Were  ...  did  you  notice  any 
cracking  in  the  pavement  or  ... 

JB:    I  didn't  see  any  cracking,  but  I  was  kind  of  looking.   I  just  saw  it 
looked  pretty  much  normal  except  up  ahead,  of  course,  where  the  roadway 
dropped  away.    I  didn't  see  any  cracking. 

SM:    How  far  do  you  think  you  were  from  the  piece  that  fell? 

JB:    I  would  say  probably  between  50  and  a  100  yards. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  vehicles  in  front  of  you  on  that  piece? 

JB:    No,  I  couldn't  see  down,  I  wasn't  close  enough  to  see  down  below.   I  only 
saw  the  ones  that  were  on  the  raised  portion. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  a  truck  like  maybe  a  moving,  a  small  moving  van  or  a 

delivery  van  type  truck  crossways  across  the  lanes  keeping  traffic  from 
going  any  further? 

JB:    I  remember  there  was  a  truck  in  front  of  me.   I  remember  there  were  two 
trucks.   I  remember  seeing  a  truck  before  the  structure  fell  and  then  not 
seeing  it  anymore.   But  I  believe  it's  kind  of  like  a  pickup  truck  was  in 
front  of  me  that  turned  around  and  it  was  heading  back  at  me  to  get  off. 
I  don't  know  if  they  were  trying  to  stop  traffic.  They  were  probably 
doing  that,  but  I  think  their  main  objective  was  to  get  off  the 
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structure.   But  they  did  turn  around  so  at  one  point  they  had  to  be 
sideways. 

SM:    When  you  came,  you  mentioned  that  you  came  to  a  stop  you  think  before  the 
earthquake  even  ended.   At  that  point,  did  you  happen  to  look  around  and 
see  any  other  parts  of  the  structure,  maybe  the  columns  or  anything? 

JB:    I  didn't  see  any  columns  until  I  got  off  the  structure.   I  was  down  on  the 
ground  and  I  kind  of  looked  at  them,  but  my  memory  probably  right  now  is 
more  seeing  the  pictures  of  it  than  actually  seeing  it,  because  I've  seen 
so  many  pictures.   But  from  the  top  I  didn't  see  any  columns  at  all. 

SM:    At  the  time  that  you  saw  the  section  in  front  of  you  drop,  did  it  start 
crumbling  or  just  drop  all  in  one  section? 

JB:    I'm  trying  to  think,  I  couldn't  really  see  it  dropping.    I  could  see  ... 
the  main  memory  I  have  is  of  the  truck,  kind  of  a  big,  like  an 
eighteen-wheeler  truck  just  kind  of  disappearing  away.    It  wasn't  abrupt, 
it  seemed  kind  of  slow  but  I  guess  the  whole  thing  is  kind  of  like  slow 
motion  now  but  I  don't  ...  I  can't  give  you  a  good  answer  on  that  ...  as 
to  whether  it  broke  away  or  just  crashed.   But  I  do  remember  hearing  it. 
There  was  a  series  of  boom,  boom,  boom,  like  a  chain  reaction  almost. 

SM:    Oh,  so  you  heard  ...  so  it  seemed  like  there  were  several  impacts? 

JB:    Yeah,  kind  of  like  that. 

SM:    Prior  to,  about  six  hours  prior  to  all  this  happening,  had  you  consumed 
any  alcohol  or  taken  any  prescription  medication? 

JB:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions  when  you  drive? 

JB:  No. 

SM:  So,  you're  not  required  to  wear  glasses? 

JB:  No. 

SM:  I  appreciate  you  calling  me  back  and  I  know  it  has  been  hard  to  connect 
with  each  other  here  so  I  appreciate  your  time. 

JB:    OK.,  no  problem.   Are  you  guys  trying  to  piece  together  what  happened  or 


SM:    Let  me  go  ahead  and  stop  the  tape  at  this  point,  OK? 
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W-5,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Len  Silva,  #7924,  on 

November  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1115  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

LS:    Investigator  Len  Silva,  CHP 
RB: 

LS:  ,  can  you  give  me  your  date  of  birth? 

RB:    Yeah,  it's 

LS:  where  were  you  travelling  on  the  day  of  the 

earthquake f 

RB:    On  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  I  had  just  come  across  the  Bay  Bridge  and 
headed  from  San  Francisco  to  Walnut  Creek. 

LS:    So,  you  were  travelling  in  what  direction? 

RB:  East. 

LS:    East  on? 

RB:  On  the  ...  I  don't  know  what  the  name  of  the  road  would  be,  but  it's  right 
between  the  Bay  Bridge  and  where  you  go  up  over  the  Nimitz  and  down  on  24. 

LS:    How  heavy  was  traffic  that  day? 

RB:    Being  somewhat  a  normal  commuter,  I  would  say  it  was  probably  somewhere 
around  sixty- five  percent  of  normal. 

LS:    It  was  what  again? 

RB:    About  65  percent  ... 

LS:    65  percent,  so  it  was  fairly  ... 

RB:    Yeah,  it  was  not  as  heavy. 

LS:    You  travel  that  route  everyday? 

RB:  Practically. 

LS:    What  lane  were  you  in? 

RB:  I  was  on  the  inside,  or  far  right  lane,  just  about  the  time  I  noticed  what 
was  the  movement  of  the  back  of  my  car  from  left  to  right,  which  I  thought 
was  a  tire  ... 

LS:    How  fast  were  you  going? 
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RB:    I'm  going  to  say  45  to  50. 
LS:    Were  you  by  yourself? 
RB:    By  myself. 

LS:    What  was  the  first  thing  that  you  noticed? 

RB:    Well,  the  first  thing  was  I  noticed  that  cars  were  beginning  to  stop  at 
the  same  time  my  car  was  going,  the  rear  end  swayed  from  left  to  right. 
Since  I  was  right  at  the  top  of  that  intersection  going  over  the 
(inaudible)  connect  with  24,  cars  were  stopping  and  I  wanted  to  get  out 
around  them  to  get  down  off  of  that  top  part.   As  I  was  doing  that,  cars 
were  stopping,  I  passed  several.   Oust  as  I  started  to  pass  several,  it 
felt  like  shocks  were  going  out  on  the  car.   The  motion  changed  from  left 
to  right  motion  to  an  up  and  down  motion.   At  that  point,  I  saw  flecks  of 
concrete  coming  off  the  bridge  of  the  overpass  (inaudible).   I  knew 
(inaudible)  especially  just  about  the  same  time  there  was  a  section  of  the 
highway  that  dropped  down  about  I'd  say  (inaudible)  'cause  I  was  worried 
about  the  undercarriage  of  my  car  getting  cut  off. 

LS:    That  was  off  to  your  ... 

RB:    That  was  right  straight  ahead  of  me,  the  section  (inaudible). 

LS:  When  you  said  you  felt  something,  the  first  thing  that  you  noticed  was 
something  with  your  car.  What  was  that,  I  mean,  you  thought  something 
with  the  tires  or  ... 

RB:    I  thought  the  left  rear  tire  had  gone  flat,  because  the  motion  (inaudible) 
left  to  right. 

LS:    So  how  did  you  respond  to  that,  I  mean,  you  just  started  ... 

RB:    I  tried  to  get  out  of  the  traffic  so  I  could  get  a  place  to  change  the 
tire.   But  then  the  second  motion  was  up  and  down  motion  like  the  shocks, 
shocks  go  out  on  a  car.  Then,  about  the  same  time,  I  knew  it  was  an 
earthquake. 

LS:    Now,  as  I  said,  I  have  some  notes  here  from  some  questions  that  you 
answered  previously.   It  said  that  you  managed  to  get  over  a  large  ... 
cross  over  a  large  crack  in  the  pavement  and  get  to  the  other  side  of  the 
overpass.   How  large  would  you  say  that  crack  was? 

RB:    Well,  it  had  dropped  down,  the  ...  it  was  a  whole  section  of  concrete  on 
my  side  had  dropped  down,  I'm  going  to  say  10  inches.  (Inaudible)  At  that 
point,  there  were  several  cars  that  had  stopped  right  at  the  edge  of  that 
drop  in  pavement,  and  myself  and  then  a  car  followed  me  down  over  that. 

LS:    You  mentioned  that  you  heard  some  metal? 

RB:  Well,  I  could  see  the  flecks  of  concrete  flying  off  of  the  side  of  the 
bridge  of  the  overpass. 
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LS:    So,  was  that  one  of  the  support  columns  that  you  saw? 

RB:    I  can  tell  you  (inaudible)  those  two  sections  come  together  on  a  bridge  or 
section  of  highway  (inaudible)  edge.   Where  those  two  come  together  is 
where  the  concrete  was  flaking  off.   Like  where  the  (inaudible). 

LS:    So  what  happened  to  the  other  vehicles  around  you? 

RB:    Well,  the  other  vehicles  stopped  at  that  point,  and  there  was  one  that  I 
know  followed  me,  but  the  others  stopped  at  the  edge.   Then,  as  I  got  over 
that,  there  were  cars  that  were  pulled  off  to  the  side  checking  their 
tires.   Then,  I  guess  they  recognized  it  was  also  an  earthquake. 

LS:    Did  you  see  anyone  else  around  you  that  looked  as  though  they  got  injured? 

RB:    No.   Not  in  that  area. 

LS:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  during  the  earthquake,  side  to  side, 

RB:  Yeah. 

LS:    Up  and  down? 

RB:    The  first  motion  was  a  left  right,  like  the  back  end  of  the  car  was  going 
from  left  to  right.   Then,  the  second  motion  was  clearly  up  and  down 
motion  like  a  waving  motion.  The  other  thing  that  I  did  notice  when  I 
was,  just  as  I  started,  right  after  the  up  and  down  motion,  (inaudible) 
started  (inaudible)  breaks  in  the  highway.  A  cloud  of  stuff  was  rising. 
I  didn't  know  it  at  the  time,  but  that's  the  direction  of  the  Cypress 
Structure. 

LS:    That  was  in  ...  it  would  have  been  off  to  your  right.   Well,  I  think 

that's  about  it.    I  appreciate  you  taking  the  time  with  me  this  morning, 
and  have  a  good  weekend.  Thanks  very  much. 

RB:  Anytime. 

LS:    Bye.   End  the  interview  at  approximately  11:23. 
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W-6,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1105  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  by 
phone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript 
of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
RB: 

PW:  .  could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name, 

please? 

RB:  Yes,  it's 

PW:  Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 

RB:  Yes,  you  do. 

PW:  Your  current  address  is? 

RB: 

PW:  Your  home  phone  number  is? 
RB: 

PW:  Your  date  of  birth? 
RB: 

PW:  Where  approximately  were  you  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

RB:    I  was  travelling  on  the  880.   I  was  at  right  above  the  14th  Street 
on-ramp,  preceding  northbound  when  the  shake  started. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

RB:  Everyday. 

PW:  How  was  traffic  like  at  that  time,  just  before  the  earthquake? 

RB:  It  was  lighter  than  normal.   It  was  moving  along  very  well. 

PW:  When  you  say  light,  how  many  cars  were  behind  you?  Do  you  remember? 

RB:    That  would  be  very  ...  it's  hard  to  say.   From  what  I  can  remember,  people 
were  basically  travelling  in  like  bunches,  so  there  were  cars  that  were 
in,  way  in  front  of  me.   I  would  say  probably  that  I  could  see  about  10  or 
11  and  in  back  of  me  maybe  about  15  or  so. 

PW:    What's  the  normal  traffic  condition  under  normal  day? 
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RB:    Generally,  it  moves,  but  it's  sluggish.   So,  it's  usually  crowded,  but  it 
does  move. 

PW:    So,  there's  a  lot  more  than  11  cars  in  front? 
RB:    Oh,  yeah.  Absolutely. 
PW:    Twice,  three  times? 

RB:    I'd  say  three  or  four  times  that  many.   It's  usually  packed. 

PW:   What  lane  were  you  in,  sir? 

RB:    I  was  in  the  extreme  right  hand  lane. 

PW:    The  slow  lane? 

RB:  Yes. 

PW:    You  would  call  that  number  four  lane. 
RB:  Right. 

PW:    You  were  travelling  at  what  speed,  at  that  time? 

RB:    Approximately  55,  60. 

PW:    What  was  the  rest  of  the  traffic  moving? 

RB:    Just  about  the  same. 

PW:    You  were  by  yourself  in  your  vehicle  at  that  time? 
RB:  Yeah. 

PW:    You  were  right  at  about  14th  Street  on-ramp  when  the  earthquake  struck? 
RB:  Right. 

PW:    You  were  just  south  of  that  location? 
RB:    I  was  just,  I  had  just  passed  it. 
PW:    Oh,  just  passed  it? 

RB:    Well,  what  had  happened  was  that  it,  I  mean  it  happened  very  quickly.  It 
was  like  everything  started  to  shake  and  the  radio  went  out.  The  first 
thing  I  thought  of  was,  I  thought  I  had  lost  a  tire  and  then  immediately 
when  the  radio  went  out,  I  figured  we're  having  an  earthquake  and  I 
started  to  slow  down.    I  was  like  back  from  the  on-ramp,  and  then  as  I 
started  to  brake,  I  was  slowing  down  so  I  passed  the  on-ramp  and  basically 
I  was  able  to  more  or  less  stop. 
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PW:    You  thought  it  was  your  tire  blowing  out? 
RB:    Yeah,  I  thought  I  blew  a  tire  at  first. 

PW:    What  was  your  vehicle's  motion  at  that  point?  Did  it  pull  to  the  right? 

RB:    Yeah,  it  was  pulling.    It  was  pulling  ...  it  was  just  a  strange  feeling. 
The  car  felt  like  it  was  being  pulled.   Basically  ... 

PW:    To  your  right  or  your  left? 

RB:    I  think  from  what  I  remember,  it  felt  like  it  was  being  pulled  to  the 
right. 

PW:    Did  it  pull  you  out  of  your  lane? 

RB:    Just  about,  but  see,  I  was  braking  all  the  time.    I  mean,  immediately  I 
started  to  brake  and  I  realized  it  was  an  earthquake,  I  just  ...  it  was  so 
spontaneous,  you  knew  it  had  to  be  an  earthquake,  because  you  could  see 
the  stuff  starting  to  fall. 

PW:    Did  you  see  another  vehicle  being  affected  by  the  same  motions? 

RB:    In  what  respect? 

PW:    That  they  were  pulling  back  and  forth,  or  to  the  side  also,  or  did  you  see 


RB:    Honestly,  it  would  be  very  hard  for  me  to  say,  because  I  was  basically 

concerned  about  my  own,  but  I  did  hear  a  lot  of  cars  crashing.  There  were 
a  lot  of  cars  hitting  each  other. 

PW:    Just  prior  to  the  movement  of  the  freeway,  do  you  recall  any  people  in 
front  of  you  or  to  your  side  at  that  time? 

RB:    All  I  remember  is  that  there  was  one  vehicle  in  the,  I  would  say  the 
number  one  or  number  two  lane,  and  it  was  a  silver,  it  was  one,  I  can't 
remember,  it  was  silver  vehicle  and  it  was  moving  really  fast.   It  just 
passed  ... 

PW:    Was  it  a  sports  car  or  what? 

RB:    Sort  of  like  a  sports  car,  not  a  sports  car  type,  but  like  a  Ford  or  VW  or 
something  like  that. 

PW:  So,  did  you  come  to  a  stop  at  all  or  were  you  just  slowing  down? 

RB:  No,  I  stopped.    I  stopped. 

PW:  The  vehicle  in  front  and  behind  did  the  same  or  ... 

RB:  Cars  in  back  of  me,  some  cars  kept  going. 
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PW:    Around  you? 

RB:    Yeah,  they  were  not  ...  they  didn't  go  ...  the  cars  that  were  on  the  lane 
next  to  me  kept  going.  There  were  some  cars  did  keep  going  and  luckily, 
thank  goodness,  'cause  traffic  was  pretty  light.   A  lot  of  the  cars  in 
back  of  me  ...  there  wasn't  really  anybody  in  back  of  me. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  cars  passed  you  from  the  rear? 

RB:    I'm  sorry,  sir? 

PW:    Do  you  remember  what  type  of  car  passed  you  from  your  rear? 

RB:    No,  I  sure  don't,  outside  of  that  one  car  that  was  really  exceeding  the 
speed  limit.   I  can't  remember. 

PW:    After  the  initial  movement,  you  thought  it  was  your  tire  and  it  was 
pulling  to  the  right,  what  happened  after  that? 

RB:    In  my  personal  experience? 

PW:  Yes. 

RB:    I  was  able  to  stop  my  car  a  little  bit  further  than  that  on-ramp  there  and 
I  could  see  everything  was  coming  down  in  front  of  us.   I  mean,  all  you 
could  see,  you  could  see  and  hear  everything  coming  down. 

PW:    You  talking  about  the  top  deck  structure  of  the  Interstate  880? 

RB:   What  I  saw  was  ...  I  didn't  see  that  big  piece  come  down,  but  what  I  saw 
was  a  ton  of  dust.   I  mean,  just  dust  everywhere  and  that  ...  that's  what 
had  happened,  and  you  could  hear  the  cars  crashing  all  over  and  everything 
else,  and  I  just  immediately,  I  just  slammed  my  car  into  reverse  and  I 
just  backed  right  down  that  on-ramp.  Right  down  the  14th  Street. 

PW:    There  weren't  that  many  cars  behind  you  then? 

RB:  No,  no,  there  was  just  a  large  truck  that  was  coming  up  at  that  time  and  I 
just  started  waving  to  him  and  he  just  started  backing  up.  He  just  backed 
right  down  again. 

PW:    Before  you  saw  the  dust,  did  you  see  any  part  of  the  freeway  structure 
above  or  around  you  crumbling  or  breaking  apart  or  anything  like  that? 

RB:    It  seems  to  me  from  what  I  remember,  I  did  see  pieces  coming  down  but  they 
were  still  far  enough  in  front  of  me  where  I  couldn't  ...  I  mean,  I  didn't 
see  any  of  the  real  carnage  that  happened.   I  only  saw  what  was  going  on 
and  heard  what  was  going  on  around  me  and  ... 

PW:    When  you  say  heard,  what  kind  of  noise  did  you  hear? 

RB:    Oh,  just  tons  of  crashing.   Squealing  tires  and  everything.   Just  a  ton  of 
it. 
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PW:    Did  the  crashing  sound,  was  it  long  or  just  one  big  sound? 

RB:    It  was  long. 

PW:    It  was  long? 

RB:    Yeah,  it  was  long. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  if  the  noise  came  from  way  up  north,  down  toward  you  or  in 
what  direction  did  the  sound  travel? 

RB:    It  seemed  like  it  was  coming  north  towards  me.   That's  where  all  the  noise 
was  coming  from. 

PW:    Then,  the  last  one  was  pretty  loud  that  came  down  near  you  then? 
RB:    Yeah.    It  was  really  loud.    It  sure  was. 

PW:    Did  you  get  a  chance  to  see  what  happened  in  the  front  when  the  dust 
cleared,  or  did  you  wait  for  it  to  clear? 

RB:    I  sure  didn't.    I  just  got  right  down,  backed  right  down  and  I  went  right 
around  through  the  industrial  section  of  Emeryville  there.    I  drove  along 
the  structure,  along  the  west  side  of  it  and  I  could  see  the  whole  thing 
was  totally  collapsed.   You  could  see  the  smoke  and  everything  coming  out 
of  it.   But  you  know  . . . 

PW:    The  other  vehicles  that  were  in  the  front  and  around  you,  did  they  stop  in 
time  too  or  did  they  end  up  driving  into  the  concrete? 

RB:    Like  I  said,  the  traffic  it  was  moving  pretty  fast  and  I  think  that  a  lot 
of  people  to  the  left  of  me,  some  people  kept  going,  but  I  think  generally 
speaking  most  people  stopped.   From  what  I  can  remember,  because  there  was 
nobody  who  was  going  down  the  on-ramp  with  me.    It  was  just  me  and  this 
huge  truck  that  was  coming  up  at  the  same  time.   Yeah,  it  was  just  us. 

PW:    This  was  immediately  right  after  you  heard  the  bang  and  saw  the  dust.  You 
just  backed  up  right  after  that? 

RB:    Well,  within  about,  like  I  don't  know,  maybe  15  or  20  seconds. 

PW:    You  think  that  little  car,  the  silver  car  that  passed  you  drove  right  into 
the  collapse? 

RB:    Yeah,  at  the  speed  that  person  was  going,  I'm  sure  they  must  have  hit  it. 
It  seems  to  me  they  would  have. 

PW:    Did  any  other  vehicles  follow  you  down  at  all? 

RB:    No.   Absolutely  not.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  somebody  passed  us  when  we  were 
coming  down. 

PW:    They  were  going  up  the  ramp,  huh? 
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RB:    A  woman  in  a  car  literally  passed  us  and  I  tried  ...  we  were  waving  at  her 
and  she  just  went  right  around  us  and  got  on. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  what  color  car  that  was? 

RB:  No  I  don't. 

PW:  What  nationality  was  the  female  do  you  know? 

RB:  Asian. 

PW:  Asian? 

RB:  Yeah. 

PW:  You  weren't  hurt  from  the  incident  were  you? 

RB:  Myself? 

PW:  Yeah. 

RB:  I  just,  my  nerves. 

PW:  That's  normal . 

RB:  I'll  never  forget  it  as  long  as  I  live.   That's  for  sure. 

PW:    What  about  the  other  vehicles  that  stopped  behind  or  around  where  you 
were?  Did  you  see  what  happened  to  the  occupants? 

RB:    No,  not  if  they  were  on  the  freeway,  I  didn't  see  what  happened  to  them 
'cause  I  didn't  hang  around  too  long  to.  All  I  could  think  about  was  just 
getting  home  to  my  family.   I've  got  a  wife  and  kids. 

PW:    Oh  yeah,  well  that's  normal.  Yeah. 

RB:  I  mean  from  where  I  was,  I  thought  the  whole  city  of  Oakland  was  gone.  I 
mean,  I  just  thought  everything  was  finished.  It  was  just  so  immense  on 
that  structure. 

PW:    Once  you  got  down,  you  just  drove  along  the  Cypress? 

RB:    On  the  west  side,  yeah.   I  was  trying  to  cut  through  those  streets,  and 
there  were  like  burglar  alarms  going  off  everywhere,  and  smoke,  and  I  mean 
it  was  just  terrible.    I  guess  the  main  damage  to  it  was  on  the  east  side, 
which  was  because  I  didn't  see  anything  on  the  west  side.   I  just  managed 
to  ... 

PW:    You  mean  the  main  collapse  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway? 

RB:    Well,  it  seems  to  me  it  would  have  been,  'cause  I  didn't  see  anything,  I 
didn't  see  where  people  had  fallen,  like  cars  had  gone  over,  that  type  of 
thing.   I  didn't  see  anything  on  the  other  side  of  it  and  all  I  was  trying 
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to  do  is  to  get  to  Powell  Street  so  I  could  cut  over  to  San  Pablo. 
Luckily,  I  was  able  to  do  that. 

PW:    While  you  were  driving  along  the  Cypress,  did  you  see  anything  unusual 
that  kind  of  stuck  to  your  memory? 

RB:    The  smoke. 

PW:    Just  the  smoke  coming  from  where,  the  lower  deck  or  where? 

RB:    Coming,  well  they  were  just  sandwiched  together.   Just  like  there  was  this 
huge  thing  of  black  smoke  coming  up,  and  then  there  was  all  of  this  like 
cement  type  ...  like  dust  was  all  over  the  place  and  it  was  just 
terrible.    It  was  just  really  awful. 

PW:    You  didn't  stop  for  any  length  of  time  along  the  Cypress  did  you? 

RB:    The  only  time  that  I  stopped  is  ...  what  happened  was,  when  I  backed  up 
and  I  came  down  the  ramp,  I  was  still  going  backwards.   I  continued  going 
backwards  across  the  street  and  I  backed  underneath  the,  which  may  have 
been  a  dumb  thing  to  do,  but  I  backed  underneath  the  Cypress  itself. 
There  was  a  housing  authority  cop  sitting  there.   One  of  these  police 
officers  for  the  housing  authority  and  I  just  backed  right  up  to  his  car 
and  I  said,  "you  know  we  just,  I  just  got  off  the  structure  and  the  whole 
thing  is  just  collapsed."  The  guy  was  just  sitting  there  like,  I  don't 
think  he  could  really  believe  it  either  and  that  was  it.   I  just  took 
off.   "If  you  got  a  radio  in  there  you'd  better  call  some  ambulances  and 
stuff"  and  that's  all  I  said  to  him.   He  was  definitely  a  housing 
authority  police  officer. 

PW:    Can  you  recall  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

RB:  Other  than  just  saying  that  it  felt  like  I  had  just  lost  a  tire.  It  was 
just  the  suspension,  I  thought  it  was  either  the  tire  or  the  suspension. 
But  it,  it  just  occurred  to  me  ...  I  knew  immediately  when  the  radio  went 
off  that  it  was  not  the  car,  'cause  it's  basically  a  new  car  and  I  just 
knew  it  wasn't  the  car.  At  first,  I  thought  flat  tire  or  suspension  and 
then  all  of  a  sudden  the  radio  went  "buz-z-z"  and  you  just  see  the  stuff 
falling,  it  just  makes  sense,  earthquake.   You  just  knew  immediately. 

PW:    What  about  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  itself?  Did  you  get  a 
chance  to  see  it  shake  or  move  or  anything  like  that? 

RB:    No,  all  I  basically,  like  I  said,  it  felt  like,  really  dancing  from  side 
to  side.    I'll  tell  you  one  thing,  it  came  down  very  quickly.    It  came 
down  real  fast. 

PW:    I  don't  think  anybody  really  had  a  chance  of  really  get  out  of  there  in 
time. 

RB:    I'm  really  surprised  at,  at  the  construction  aspect  of  it  because  it  was 
like,  it  seemed  to  me  it  was  spontaneous.   I  think  it  came  down  within  the 
first  three  seconds.    I  mean  it  really  came  down  fast.   Really  fast,  and 
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if  you  were  in  it,  if  you  were  past  where  that  big  chunk  came  down,  which 
I  think  was  about  16th  Street  or  17th  Street,  there  is  no  way,  there  is  no 
way  you  could  have  gotten  out  of  it. 

PW:    So,  that  was  the  first  indication  that  the  structure  was  falling,  was  the 
loud  bang  and  the  dust? 

RB:    Oh,  yeah,  I'm  sure  that  that's  what  I'm  hearing.   Although,  I  was  hearing 
a  lot  of  cars  crashing  into  each  other  too.    It  seemed  like  there  were  a 
lot  of  cars  hitting,  crashing  into  each  other.  Hitting  something,  that 
type  of  thing. 

PW:    You  don't  need  glasses  or  anything  to  drive? 

RB:    No,  I  have  20/20  vision. 

PW:    Is  there  anything  else  you'd  like  to  add?   I  think  that's  all  the 
questions  I  have  for  you 

RB:    The  only  thing  that  I,  that  seems  to  stick  with  me  is  when  they  build 

these  things,  I  was  very  lucky  because  I  had  an  on-ramp  that  I  was  able  to 
back  down  and  I  was  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  I  guess.   But  they 
should  have  some  sort  of  like  stairs  or  something  where  people  can  get 
down  in  a  situation  like  that. 

PW:    In  the  future  in  case  something  like  that  does  happen,  yeah. 

RB:    They  gotta  consider  something  like  that,  because  I  think  there  were  a  lot 
of  people  ...  I  don't  know,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if,  if  you  pull  your 
car  over  and  I  guess  a  lot  of  people  got  out  of  their  cars  and  stuff,  if 
they  had  some  kind  of  escape  route  or  something,  maybe  people  would  be 
able  to  get  down. 

PW:    That's  a  good  idea.    I  don't  know  if  they're  going  to  build  any  more 
double  structures  ... 

RB:    I  sure  hope  not. 

PW:    That  would  be  a  good  suggestion. 

RB:    My  personal  opinion  is  that  Embarcedero  Freeway  is  just  another  one  that's 
waiting  to  happen  ...  they  should  just  tear  that  thing  down,  but  I'll  tell 
you  one  thing,  it  definitely,  it  came  down  extremely  fast.   It  came  down 
really  fast.    If  anybody  tries  to  tell  you  that  it  took  a  while  for  it  to 
come  down,  that's  not  true.   It  came  down  fast. 

PW:    In  a  matter  of  seconds,  huh? 

RB:    Yeah,  literally  a  matter  of  seconds.  That's  about  it. 

PW:    I  really  appreciate  your  time  and  I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at 
1122  hours.   Thank  you  very  much 
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W-7,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  16.  1989.  at  approximately  1040  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Richmond.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
TC: 

SM:    Why  don't  you  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  about  where  you  were  coming  from 
or  where  you  were  going? 

TC:    Basically,  my  name  is  and  I  was  driving  from  work 

at  in  Richmond,  going  along  now  what  is  called 

Interstate  9,  I'm  sorry,  Interstate  880,  which  was  once  880.   I'm  going 
through  Berkeley  and  going  into  the  maze  section  of  the  freeway.   I  had 
left  work  at  about  5  minutes  to  5:00.   There  was  basically  very  little 
traffic  on  the  freeway  so  I  was  probably  going  somewhere  between  60  to  65, 
generally  in  the  left  lane  most  of  the  way  down  the  east  shore  freeway 
going  from  Richmond  to  Oakland.    I  had  the  radio  on  listening  to  the 
pre-game  show.    I  was,  as  when  you  enter  that  section,  you  of  course  can 
go  to  San  Francisco  Highway  17  or  580.   I  was  going  to  Highway  580,  going 
home.    I  had  just  entered  the  section  of  the  maze  on  Highway  580 
approximately,  my  guess  would  be  maybe  a  hundred  yards  or  so,  when  the 
earthquake  happened.    I  know  this  actually  before  I  felt  the  earthquake 
the  radio  went  off  in  the  car.   Knowing  that  it  was  a  world  series  that 
was  on,  I  thought  that  it  was  unusual  that  a  world  series  pre-game  show 
would  be  cutting  off  before  the  earthquake.  Then  the  ...  I  was  in  the 
lane  entering  580  in  the  right  lane.   If  there  be,  there  are  two  lanes  in 
that  section,  I  was  in  the  right  lane.  There  is  a  left  lane  there.  My 
car  obviously  jumped  in  and  I  knew  what  I  was  in,  basically  immediately, 
that  this  was  an  earthquake.   Other  people  saying  jeez  it  might  have  been 
a  flat  tire.    I  knew  I  was  in  an  earthquake.   I  continued  driving,  I  don't 
know  how  far,  a  short  distance  more  thinking,  basically  knowing  what  I  was 
in.   One  reason  thinking  back  on  why  I  might  have,  was  taking  a  geology 
class  back  in  college  and  the  professor  went  down  to  L.  A.  and  had 
photographs  of  all  of  the  collapse  of  the  freeways  down  there.  So, 
knowing  what  I  was  in,  knowing  that  freeways  had  dropped  before  from  my 
schooling  in  ',1  realized  that  this  freeway  could 

drop.   That  was  one  of  the  first  things  that  was  in  my  mind.   Basically,  I 
was  driving  and  tried  slowing  down,  trying  to  control  my  car.  Finally 
stopping,  and  there  was  maybe  one  or  two  cars  that  even  passed  me  after  I 
had  stopped  on  the  left  hand  side.   The  freeway  was  more  of  a  rolling 
sensation.   I  remember  covering  the  brake,  thinking  that  if  this  freeway 
dropped  or  cracked  or  slipped,  then  I  might  still  be  able  to  hold  it, 
thinking  that  that  might  alleviate  the  problem.   So,  I  never  did  put  on 
the  emergency  brake,  but  I  did  cover  the  brake  as  hard  as  I  could  and  then 
looking.   I  was  in  a  position  where  I  could  look  to  the  right  of  me  and 
that  would  be  the  freeway  coming  from  San  Francisco.   That  was  in  a 
rolling  motion  and  looking  to  the  left  of  me  which  would  be  traffic  going 
to  San  Francisco  on  Highway  580  from  Oakland,  I  saw  that  rolling,  cars 
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stopping.   I  looked  behind  me  and  there  was  no  cars  behind  me 
surprisingly.   I  think  subconsciously  while  I  was  driving,  I  was  under  a 
pass  that  was  over  me  and  I  continued  to  drive,  probably  thinking  that 
this  may  fall  down.   But  I  was  definitely  in  a  situation  where  I  felt  this 
freeway  was  going  to  drop. 

SM:    So  basically  where  you  were  ...  I  have  an  aerial  photograph  here  ...  is 
...  you  had  probably  just  gotten  on.   This  is  880  going  southbound  here 
and  here  and  this  would  have  been  580  coming  in  over  here.   So,  you  were 
on  580  going  towards  ...  westbound  there.   Maybe  that's  24. 

TC:    You're  not  right  there  at  all. 

SM:    You're  further  off.  You're  off  the  map  then? 

TC:    Actually,  I  would  be  right  here.   I'm  right  on  the  edge  of  this  map. 
SM:    So  you're  going  eastbound  on  580? 

TC:    Right.  There's  an  overpass  which  I  believe  is  this  right  here  that  comes 
over.  So,  I  was  sitting  basically  right  in  here.   Let  me  just  get  that 
right.  This  is  coming  from  ...   so,  then  this  freeway  ...  so  I  was 
parallel,  I  was  probably  here,  right  about  at  the  end  of  the  map  and  I 
probably  drove  right  to  about  here.   I  was  looking  up,  seeing  this  freeway 
bounce,  probably,  even  seeing  this  one  bounce  which  is  the  one  that  did 
...  definitely  seen  this,  the  one  going  to  San  Francisco,  but  I  did  not 
see  this  section. 

SM:    But  you  saw  the  24  and  580  here  in  a  rolling  motion? 

TC:  Right. 

SM:    Did  you  get  any  kind  of  a  side  to  side  motion  while  you  were  driving  or 
more  of  a  roll  ... 

TC:    Initially,  at  the  tailend  of  it,  it  was  a  rolling.   Initially,  it  was 
definitely  a  side  to  side  and  a  roll.   It  seemed  like  both.  Totally 
uncontrollable  and  then  as  it,  as  the  earthquake  was  still  existing,  but 
not  as  forceful,  then  it  was  definitely  a  rolling.   If  that  makes  sense  to 
you. 

SM:    You  said,  you  already  mentioned  that  traffic  was  light. 
TC:  Right. 

SM:    Do  you  travel  this  route  all  the  time? 

TC:    I  probably  travel  it  three  out  of  five  days.   Some  days  it  is  so  heavy 
that  I  take  the  city  streets  through  Berkeley  and  Oakland. 

SM:    No  other  parts  of  these  freeways,  after  everything  stopped  traffic,  was 
just  able  to  move  continually  ...  moving  freely  on  those  particular  parts? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-39 


TC:    Relatively  freely.   There  were  a  lot  of  cars  stopped  and  people  out  of 
cars.   A  couple  looked  like  accidents.   A  couple  of  people,  obviously, 
probably  freaked  out.   Then,  I  took  the  first  exit  which  is  down  here 
which  is  the  MacArthur  underneath  the  freeway. 

SM:    The  San  Pablo  Avenue? 

TC:    Right.   I  took  that  exit  and  got  off.    I  wanted  to  get  off  the  freeway  as 
fast  as  I  could. 

SM:    When  you  looked  over  here  to  your  right,  did  you  see  any  smoke,  or  any 
dust  or  anything  else?  Could  you  see  anything  from  what  had  happened  to 
the  Cypress  Structure? 

TC:    I  would  say  probably  no.   I  knew  something  was  probably  wrong  as  soon  as  I 
got  off  on  MacArthur  and  seeing  all  the  police.   There  was  already  police, 
basically  motorcycles  going  against  ...  thinking  at  the  time  that  they 
were  some  of  the  accidents  I  saw. 

SM:    You  saw  accidents  happen  just  from  people  stopping? 

TC:    Well,  two  cars  stopping  looked  like  they  were  accidents.   People  with 
fender  benders  that  kind  of  thing. 

SM:    That  just  about  does  it. 

TC:  OK. 

SM:    We're  going  to  terminate  the  interview  at  this  time. 
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W-8,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski, 

#7739,  on  December  1,  1989,  at  approximately  1300  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  in  Belmont,  in  a  CHP  vehicle.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SK:  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski,  CHP 
TC: 

SK:  how  often  do  you  usually  travel  on  the  Nimitz  Freeway? 

TC:    Oh,  depending  on  the  time  of  the  year,  probably  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

SK:    So,  it's  fairly  frequently  you  go  through  that  area  near  the  Cypress 
Structure? 

TC:  Right. 

SK:    On  October  the  17th  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  do  you  remember  what 
direction  you  were  travelling? 

TC:    Yes,  I  was  headed  to  the  on-ramp  of  the  Nimitz. 

SK:    That  would  be  northbound?   Is  that  correct? 

TC:    Well,  I  would  have  actually  been  headed  ... 

SK:    Or  southbound? 

TC:    I  think  it  would  have  been  eastbound,  I  was  coming  up  26th,  to  26th  and 
Peralta  where  I  would  have  turned,  made  a  right-hand  turn  and  gone  down  to 
Grand  Avenue  and  got  on  the  lower  deck  and  headed  back  toward  Berkeley. 

SK:    So,  I  think  you  make  a  right,  I  think  that's  Cypress  Street  there. 

TC:  Right. 

SK:    You  would  have  been  going  southbound  on  Cypress. 
TC:    Right.  Um-hum. 

SK:    Do  you  know  how  heavy  the  traffic  was  at  that  time? 

TC:    On  the  street  that  I  was  on  it  was  very  light,  but  on  the  Nimitz  it  seemed 
to  be  light  on  the  upper  deck,  but  I  thought  it  was  fairly  heavy  on  the 
lower  deck,  getting  ready  to  make  the  exit  at  Emeryville. 

SK:    How  fast  were  you  going  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 

TC:    Well,  I  was  probably,  because  of  the  potholes  in  the  street,  maybe  10 
miles  an  hour  maximum,  'cause  I  had  a  heavy  load  on  my  one-ton  Ford  Van. 
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SK:    Were  you  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle  at  the  time? 
TC:    Yes  I  was. 

SK:    So,  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  you  would  say  you  were  near,  on  26th 
Street  near  Cypress? 

TC:    Between  Hill  and,  there's  another  little  street  in  there,  just  before  I 
was  to  enter  Cypress  Street  right  at  the  stop  sign.   About  150  feet  from 
the  freeway. 

SK:   What  was  your  first  indication,  sir,  that  something  was  wrong? 

TC:    Well,  when  the  truck  lurched  and  was  literally  blown  off  the  street 

starting  with  the  left.    It  felt  like  a  bomb  went  off  up  under  the  left 
rear  of  the  truck  and  it  came  up  and  almost  tipped  over  on  the  right  front 
wheels.   I  mean  it  really  rocked  and  I  thought  well,  it's  an  earthquake. 
A  real  bad  one.  Then,  I  just  put  the  brakes  on.   It  has  power  brakes  on 
it  so  I  stopped  immediately  and  just  rode  it  out.   It  was  like  being  on  a 
bucking  bronco,  and  I  was  positive  it  was  an  earthquake  and  then  I  looked 
straight  ahead  at  the  Nimitz,  and  I  could  see  both  the  upper  and  the  lower 
deck  and  the  freeway  seemed  to  be  moving.   Within  a  few  seconds  after  my 
truck  was  hit,  the  freeway  made  a  move  away  from  me  then  toward  me  and  I 
think  it  was  a  second  time  that  it  moved  then  this  huge  pier  that  holds 
the  upper  deck  in  place  came  over  at  me.   I'll  never  forget  it  as  long  as 
I  live.   It  was  a  huge  piece  of  concrete  with  probably  4"  pieces  of  rebar, 
I  would  say  maybe  a  couple  of  dozen  down  through  that  concrete  structure, 
and  they  wilted  just  like  wet  spaghetti  and  that  whole  thing  came  right 
...  I  thought  it  was  going  to  come  through  my  windshield  but  it  wasn't 
quite  that  close.   It  was  maybe  a  hundred,  hundred  and  fifty  feet  away 
from  me  but  it  was  ...  then  the  whole  upper  deck  went  down  in  one  piece 
almost  in  slow  motion,  left  the  cars  suspended.   I'll  never  forget  that 
either.   It  came  down  and  I'm  watching  the  cars  below  on  the  lower  deck 
and,  "oh,  my  God".  Then,  my  impression  was  that  when  this,  when  the  upper 
deck  collapsed,  it  made  the  loudest  sound  that  I  ever  heard  in  my  life.  I 
mean,  probably  a  thousand  times  louder  than  any  sound  I've  ever  heard.  I 
guess  they  estimated  it  may  have  been  five  or  ten  thousand  tons  of 
concrete  with  cars  on  top  of  it  crushing  the  cars  and  the  bridge  in  the 
lower  deck.  Then,  my  second  thought  instantaneously  was  now  It's  not  an 
earthquake,  we've  been  bombed.   I  started  to  look  for  the  white  light  that 
I  guess  was  suppose  to  follow  it.  Then,  I  just  sat  there  in  total  terror 
knowing  what  I  had  just  seen.  The  whole  thing  just  kept  moving  and 
shaking,  all  the  grounds  and  the  buildings,  and  this  huge  pile  of  steel 
pipe  that  was  stacked  up,  probably  30  or  35  feet  high,  I  was  concerned 
about  those  topling  over  and  maybe  crushing  my  truck  from  the  right-hand 
side.   So,  I  immediately  put  the  truck  in  reverse  and  pulled  out  into  the 
middle  of  the  street  where  I  felt  would  be  the  safest  and  just  rode  it 
out.   It  was  a  horrible  experience. 

SK:    Was  your  vehicle  damaged? 

TC:    Only  from  the  ...  it  threw  the  front  end  out  of  alignment,  I  had  to  have 
it  realigned.   It  handled  strange  and  it  put  a  lot  of  little  dents,  I'll 
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show  you  when  we  get  out  of  the  car  here,  it  put  dents  in  the  side  of  the 
body  from  the  inside  out  with  all  of  the  pails,  tools,  and  so  forth,  being 
thrown  around  and  there  was  not  a  mark  on  the  truck  prior  to  that.    It  was 
just  full  of  dings. 

SK:    That's  a  1989  Ford? 

TC:    A  1989  Ford,  uh-huh. 

SK:    Did  you  see  any  of  the  vehicles  ...  you  mentioned  you  saw  vehicles  in  the 
lower  deck.   Do  you  know  if  they  were  stopped  when  it  collapsed  or  ... 

TC:    It  appeared  that  they  were  going  slow.   As  I  remember,  taking  that 
off-ramp  a  thousand  times,  into  Emeryville,  the  traffic  just  seems  to 
crawl  in  that  outer  lane.    I  could  see  the  tops,  just  the  tops  of  the 
vehicles  and  it  seemed  to  be  fairly  heavy  and  fairly  slow.  The  upper 
deck,  there  weren't  more  than  a  half  a  dozen  cars  in  that,  probably  200 
foot  section,  that  I  saw.   They  all  came  down  immediately.   One  of  them 
was  a  semi.   The  tractor  hung  up  on  the  top  side  and  the  trailer  came  down 
over  the  edge. 

SK:    Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  come  off  the  top  other  than  the  trailer 
thing? 

TC:    It  seemed  like  I,  and  I  kept  playing  it  back  in  my  mind,  it  seemed  like 
there  was  a  car  that  went  over  to  my  right  and  that  was  almost  around  the 
corner  from  the,  almost  out  of  my  vision,  I  could  just  see  the  tail  end  of 
it.   I  don't  know  whether  it  stayed  on  top  or  whether  it  ended  up  down  in 
the  street. 

SK:    How  would  you  describe  the  actual  physical  motion  of  the  earthquake?  Was 
it  more  of  a  side  to  side  or  ...  or  an  up  and  down? 

TC:    Definitely.   Well,  it  to  me  as  I  remember  the  first  explosion,  it  was  an 
up  and  down,  because  it  definitely  was  not  ...  I've  been  through  four  or 
five  earthquakes  where  I  ...  once  I  was  on  a  golf  course  and  it  was  like 
shaking  a  rug  underneath  you,  a  rippling  effect.   This  was  more  like  an 
absolute  explosion,  straight  up  because  it  did  throw  the  rear  end  of  my 
truck  clean  off  the  ground.    I  was  almost  looking  down  at  the  pavement, 
that's  how  up  it  went.   It  was  just  an  incredible  explosion. 

SK:   Then,  after  that,  was  it  more  of  a  side  to  side? 

TC:  Then,  the  whole  city  block  and  everything  was  just  moving  side  to  side  and 
that's  when  I  distinctly  remember  seeing  the  bridge  go  side  to  side  and  it 
made  one,  maybe  two,  two  and  a  half  passes  before  that  upper  structure  let 
go. 

SK:    Your  fist  indication  that  that  freeway  structure  was  falling  was  the 
actual  ... 

TC:    When  I  saw  the  pillar. 
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SK:    Pillar  collapse?  Can  you  describe  the  collapse  of  that  pillar?  Which  end 
of  it  moved  first  and  ... 

TC:    The  top  side  of  it  came  toward  me.  The  lower,  probably  the  lower  ten  or 
fifteen,  twenty  feet,  seemed  to  go  in  toward,  and  underneath  the  lower 
deck.   I  remember,  almost  like  a  broken  leg,  I'm  thinking  about  after  the 
football  quarterback  who  had  such  a  tremendous  break  in  his  leg,  it  was 
almost  the  same  effect  as  that.  Kind  of  buckled  underneath  and  the  top 
came  right  over  and  then  all  these  huge  pieces  of  concrete  and  rebar  just 
like  I  say,  like  wet  spaghetti. 

SK:    Thank  you.   It's  been  one  of  the  more  descriptive  eye  witness  accounts 
that  we've  had  of  it,  so  I  appreciate  that.   There's  a  few  little 
procedural  questions  I  have  to  ask. 

TC:  Sure. 

SK:    Do  you  normally  wear  glasses  when  you  drive  and  were  you  wearing  them  at 
the  time? 

TC:    Yes,  I  was. 

SK:    Were  you  in  good  health  prior  to  the  incident? 
TC:  Yes. 

SK:    Had  you  taken  any  alcoholic  beverage  or  had  any  drugs  prior  to  the 
incident? 

TC:  No. 

SK:  Was  your  vehicle  in  good  mechanical  condition? 

TC:  Like  brand  new. 

SK:  Were  you  wearing  your  seatbelt  or  shoulder  harness? 

TC:  Yes,  I  was. 

SK:  Do  you  think  that  was  a  factor  in  your  safety  in  this  incident? 

TC:    Well,  I,  looking  back  on  it,  I  don't  feel  that  it  probably  would  have  been 
any  bodily  harm  to  me,  because  I  was  hanging  on  for  dear  life  to  the 
steering  wheel.   I  was  not,  like  I  say,  was  only  doing  like  five  or  six 
miles  an  hour.  There  was  just  that  rocking  motion. 

SK:    I  think  that's  all  we  need  here.  The  only  other  thing  I'll  say  ...  what 
did  you  do  after  the  earthquake? 

TC:    Well,  I  immediately  got  on  the  ...  I  have  a  cellular  phone  in  the  truck 
and  I  immediately  got  on  it  and  called  911.   All  of  the,  I  guess  all  the 
microwaves  were  out  temporarily  there  for  five  or  ten  minutes.   I  listen 
to  country  and  western  music,  primarily  KNEW  for  the  traffic  updates  and 
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so  forth,  and  for  the  next  few  minutes  there  was  a  dead,  eerie  silence, 
almost  like  no  noise  at  all.   No  police  cars,  no  sirens,  no  ambulances, 
nothing.   I  thought,  boy,  this  is  really  weird.   They  interrupted  the 
program  and  that  was  ...  I  remember  my  clock  is  right  on  within  maybe  ten 
or  fifteen  seconds,  a  digital  clock,  and  it  was  5:05,  just  turned  5:05. 
They  had  a  telephone  call  out  to  Candlestick  Park,  because  they  were  ready 
to  start  the  ball  game.   They,  people  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  said 
yes,  it  was  definitely  a  bad  earthquake.   The  stadium  was  moving  and  there 
was  some  damage  apparent  but  no  panic  and  everything  seemed  to  be  fine. 
Then,  I'll  never  forget  the  second  phone  call  was  from  a  lady,  I  believe 
up  in  Sebastipol,  it  gave  a  description  of  how  horrible  it  was  up  there. 
That  her  swimming  pool,  the  water  was  sloshing  around  and  she  could  see 
the  deck,  a  crack  in  her  deck  or  something  like  that.   Here  I'm  sitting  in 
the  middle  of  absolute  chaos,  a  war  zone,  and  nobody  knows  about  it.  They 
didn't  know.   There  were  two  or  three  helicopters  that  flew  by.  They 
weren't  close  enough  that  I  could  get  the  description  of  them,  whether 
they  were  police  or  T.V.,  but  there  it  was  about  ten,  it  was  about  5:30 
almost  before  they  finally  realized  that  the  upper  deck  had  actually 
collapsed  onto  the  lower  deck.   At  about  5:12,  I  think,  they  interrupted 
and  said  that  there  was  massive  damage  to  the  Nimitz,  the  Cypress 
Structure,  but  they  didn't  know  at  that  time.    I  guess  probably  because  of 
the  angle  where  their  camera  was.  They  were  probably  up  too  high  to  see 
that  it  was  sandwiched.    I  thought  that  was  really  strange. 

SK:    Did  you  see  anyone  that  came  out  from  surrounding  businesses  or  anything 
that  rendered  aid  to  people  or  did  you  stop  to  render  any  aid? 

TC:    Yes  I  did.    I  went  over  with  a  gentleman  from  the,  I  think  it's  a 

one  of  the  guys  that  works  in  there.  He  and  I 
approached  it  and  two  guys  came  in  with  a  fourth  foot  ladder  and  there 
were  two  forklifts  and  they  tore  the  cyclone  fence  down.  There  were,  I 
think,  two  maybe  three  people  that  came  down  the  ladder.   I  immediately 
went  back  to  one  girl,  that  I  distinctly  remember,  was  in  total  shock. 
She  was  driving  a  white  Olds  or  a  Chevy  on  the  upper  deck,  and  came  down. 
I  tried  to  get  a  hold  of  her  to  calm  her  down,  like  one  of  my  daughters. 
She  was  just  total  shocked. 

SK:    Now,  1s  this  after  she  came  down  off  the  top  deck? 

TC:  Yeah,  she  got  down  off  the  top  deck.  She  went  down  26th  Street  like  an 
Olympic  Runner  with  the  biggest  absolute  terror,  look  of  terror,  on  her 
face  and  I  can  understand  why. 

SK:    I  can  understand  it  too.   Just  for  the  record,  I  believe  those  people  with 
the  f orkl i  f ts  and  the  1  adder  ma v  have  come  from  a  pi  ace  cal 1 ed 


TC:    Urn-hum,  that's  where  I  had  just  left.   I  had  just  loaded  my  truck  there, 
yeah. 

SK:    We  talked  with  those  people.   They  had  interesting  ...  they  were  quite 
helpful.   How  long  did  you  stay  there  at  the  scene? 
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TC:    Well,  I  didn't  get  out  of  there  until  I  think  it  was  about  8:15,  'cause 
there  were  trucks,  and  a  lot  of  debris  and  so  forth.   I  was  literally 
blocked  in.   I  guess  probably  I  could  have  found  a  way  out  by  going  back 
down  the  street  but  there  was  so  much  equipment,  fire  equipment  and  so 
forth.  They  even  had  bulldozers  and  loaders.   So,  I  just  kind  of  stayed 
right  there  and  calmed  down.   My  wife  finally  got  through  to  me  on  the 
phone  around,  I  guess,  5:30  or  a  quarter  to  6:00.   She  said  the  38  years 
we've  been  married  I've  never  heard  you  be  in  a  panic,  but  I  sure  sounded 
like  I  was  shocked  then.   I  did  get  out,  they  finally  let  me  out  through 
the  Oakland  Army  Base  and  it  was  a  thrill  because  they  had  to  go  over  a 
bridge. 

SK:    Yeah,  on  that  West  Grand  Viaduct. 

TC:    I  was  really  nervous.   All  the  way  home,  I  was  nervous  about  going  over 
the  Carquinez  Bridge.   It  took  me  four  days  to  cross  or  go  anywhere  near  a 
bridge. 

SK:    You  were  there  until  8:00.   What  did  you  do  during  that  period  of  time 
from  the  time  that  you  were  there  at  8:00?  You  were  out  of  your  vehicle? 

TC:    Yeah.   I  was  in  and  out  of  the  vehicle,  'cause  I  was  trying  to  communicate 
via  the  phone  for  the  first  hour  or  so.   It  was,  like  you  say,  just  an 
absolute  ...  it  was  a  chaotic  situation  for  the  first  couple  of  hours.  I 
can't  remember  whether  I  left  there  at  8:15  or  whether  I  got  home  at 
8:15.  Now  that's  ...  I  draw  a  blank.   It  seems  like  I  ...  yeah,  I  think  I 
got  home  at  8:15.   It's  about  50  minutes  from  there  up  to  my  house  in 
Napa. 

SK:    I  think  I'll  end  the  tape  recording  for  the  record  and  the  time  is  1:07 
p.m.  and  thank  you  very  much  for  your  interview. 
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W-9,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  ID  #9945, 

on  December  12,  1989,  at  approximately  1607  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 


RL 
BC 
RL 

BC: 


RL:    Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
BC: 

,  if  you  would,  would  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape  please? 


Could  you  just  tell  me  briefly,  what  happened  on  the  17th  of  October? 
Basically,  where  you  were  at  and  describe  what  you  did. 

I'm  an  FTO  and  I  had  a  rookie  officer  with  me.   About,  oh,  I  guess  it  was 
about  1701  hours,  we  were  enroute  back  to  our  office  because  we  were 
suppose  to  be  going  to  the  pistol  range.   We  were  stopped  underneath  the 
1-880  at  16th  Street  and  the  patrol  car  started  to  shake.  The  first  thing 
my  rookie  thought  was  we  might  have  a  flat  tire.   So,  I  told  him  to  go 
ahead  and  pull  through  the  intersection  and  take  it  up  to  the  next  block 
so  we  could  get  out  and  check  the  tires.   Well,  as  we  got  out  of  the 
vehicle,  as  we  were  going  across  the  intersection,  the  vehicle  started  to 
shake  even  more.   We  pulled  up  to  the  corner  and  just  then  some  residents 
at  the  corner  house  came  running  out  stating  that  it  was,  there  was  an 
earthquake,  there  was  an  earthquake!   Just  then  I  exited  the  vehicle,  and 
I  looked  up  and  I  just  saw  kind  of  a  domino  effect  on  the  Cypress 
Structure.  Just  saw  it  come  down.   I  looked  to  my  rookie  and  I,  we  just 
kind  of  went  whoa!   We  left  the  patrol  car  and  went  back  down  on  Cypress 
Street.  Just  kind  of  took  off  running  to  see  what  kind  of  damage  there 
was  and  what  we  could  do.   We  were,  I  mean,  we  were  basically  the  first 
officers  on  the  scene.    I  radioed  my  Communications  Center  and  told  them 
that  the  whole  freeway  had  fallen  and  that  I  was  going  to  keep  going  down 
Cypress  Street  to  see  what  the  extent  of  the  damage  was.  As  we  kept 
running  down  there,  we  kept  seeing  that  it  kept  going  towards  ...  'cause 
we  were  about  16th,  we  were  about  14th  and  Cypress,  16th  and  Cypress  when 
1t  fell.   We  just  kept  running  down  and  I  radioed  in  that  it  had  gone  from 
that  point  all  the  way  down  to  the  on-ramp  at  about  34th  Street.    I  told 
my  rookie  to  go  back  and  get  the  patrol  car  in  case  we  needed  to  get  the 
first-aid  kit.  Then,  basically,  we  just  started  ....  I  had  a  lot  of 
citizens  in  the  area  come  up  and  ask  me  what  they  could  do  and  what  kind 
of  things  we  needed.   I  had  some  people  go  get  first-aid  kits.  One  of  the 
business  men  in  the  area  came  up  and  said  that  they  had  ladders  and  could 
they  bring  the  ladders  out.   One  gentlemen  owned  a  container  and  a  freight 
business,  and  he  had  fork  lifts  and  containers.  We  decided  that  it  would 
be  a  good  idea  to  pile  containers  on  top  of  each  other  and  then  lift  the 
containers  up  with  the  fork  lift  so  we  could  get  up  to  the  top  and  then 
help  some  people  off  the  top  section.   During  that  time,  as  we  were 
running  up  and  down,  people  were  ...  we  could  hear  people  screaming  for 
help  and  trying  to  get  people  not  to  climb  down  without  any  assistance.  A 
lot  of  people  were  trying  to  climb  down  off  the  structure  without  anybody 
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else  down  there  to  help  them  out.  We  found  a  lot  of  people,  stop  and 
checked  a  lot  of  people  that  were  injured  and  we  had  other  people  stay 
with  them  until  we  could  get  ambulances.  Had  my  Dispatch  call  and  have 
OPD  . . .  for  OPD  and  for  you  guys ,  and  for  ambul ances  or  any  other 
emergency  or  fire  departments,  and  the  whole  "nine  yards"  to  come  out. 
Basically,  what  we  did  was  just  kind  of  coordinate  and  try  to  get  our 
office  to  get  blankets  down  and  just  went  through  the  structure  and  just 
tried  to  help  people  get  down  and  keep  people  calm.   We  found  a  couple  of 
people  that  were  ...  had  one  guy  that  was  pinned  in  a  semi -truck  from  the 
waist  down.   He  was  kind  of  freaking  out  and  I  was  an  EMT  for  two  and  a 
half  years  so  I  dealt  with  that  kind  of  stuff,  and  had  some  black  guys 
come  up  and  say,  "what  can  we  do?"   I  said,  "stay  with  this  guy  and  keep 
him  calm  so  he  doesn't  go  into  shock  and  then  we'll  get  ...  keep 
reassuring  him  that  the  ambulances  are  going  to  come  and  then  we'll  get  a 
chance  to  help  all  these  people  out.   After  I  got  my  rookie  squared  away 
and  got  him  in  kind  of  a  central  location  to  help  do  some  traffic  control, 
I  climbed  up  to  the  top  of  the  structure  on  an  extension  ladder.  Then, 
there  was  a  couple,    I  think  one  or  two  or  your  motor  officers  were  up 
there,  and  I  was  up  there  assisting  them  and  we  got  an  older  gentlemen 
that  was  in  a  car  and  he  didn't  want  to  come  out.   So,  we  kind  of  coerced 
him  into  coming  out,  'cause  he  was  afraid  because  his  back  was  hurting  and 
he  didn't  want  to  come  out  of  the  car;  so  we  kind  of  coerced  him  to  come 
out.  Then,  we  went  underneath  part  of  the  other  structure  where  there  was 
another  guy  pinned  in.   I  think  he  was  pinned  from  the  waist  down  to  the 
dashboard,  the  whole  car  had  collapsed  on  him  and  the  dashboard  was  down 
and  it  had  pinned  his  legs  in.   We  kind  of  went  down  there  and  reassured 
him  and  checked  it  out  and  found  out  that  the  jaws  of  life  was  the  only 
way  that  he  was  going  to  be  able  to  get  out.  We  weren't  going  to  be  able 
to  get  him  out.   So,  we  just  kind  of  reassured  him  and  had  somebody  stick 
around  with  him  and  keep  him  from  going  into  shock  on  us.   Basically,  the 
rest  of  my  ...  my  Lieutenant,  I  went  down  and  checked  with  my  Lieutenant, 
and  he's  real  good  friends  with  one  of  the  OPD  Lieutenants,  and  I  went  on 
kind  of  like  a  rescue  and  morgue  detail.  Kind  of  just  helping  people  out, 
doing  whatever  we  could  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 

RL:    What  agency  do  you  work  for? 

BC:    I  work  for 

RL:    You  described  the  freeway  when  it  collapsed  as  a  domino  effect.  Which 
direction  did  that  travel,  from  your  vantage  point? 

BC:    We  were  at  16th  Street  so  it  would  have  been  coming  towards  us  from  34th 
Street. 

RL:    You  talked  about  a  truck  driver  that  was  pinned  in? 
BC:    Urn- hum. 

RL:    Where  was  he,  where  did  you  locate  him  at  and  what  type  of  truck  was  he 
in? 

BC:    Let  me  see.   He  was  on,  it  was  probably  around  28th,  around  28th  and 
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Cypress,  and  1t  was  a  cab  of  a  big  semi -truck.   I  think  it  had  come  down 
off  the  freeway,  it  had  fallen  off  the  freeway.   The  cab  was  laying  on  its 
side  and  he  was  pinned  in  from  the  waist  down.  There  was  a  lot  of  other 
ones  that  had  come  off  the  freeway  where  the  people  were  already  DOA  by 
the  time  I  got  to  them. 

RL:    Was  there  any  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  falling  before  it 
fell? 

SC:    No,  we  were  just  coming  back  to  the  office,  because  we  had  to  come  back  to 
go  to  the  range  to  qualify.   It  just  felt  like  the  car  started  shaking,  we 
thought  there  was  a  flat  tire.  All  of  a  sudden  I  looked  up  and  I  just 
watched  everything  just  start  coming  down. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

SC:    No,  I  can't  really,  'cause  we  were  in  the  process  of  coming  out  from 
underneath  of  the  structure,  then  pulling  up  to  the  curb  next  to  it. 
Then,  when  I  got  out  of  the  car,  all  I  did  was  look  up  and  just  saw  it 
coming  down.   Like  a  cloud  of  dust  when  it  finally  got  done. 

RL:    Could  you  see  any  type  of  a  wave  movement  during  the  collapse? 

SC:    Not  really.    It  just,  I  don't  know  how  to  describe  it.   It  just  kind  of 
fell. 

RL:    I  don't  have  anything  further  to  add.   I'm  going  to  conclude  the  interview 
at  1615  hours. 
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W-10,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  17.  1989,  at  approximately  1455  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  .  Oakland.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
GC: 

SM:    Do  you  just  want  to  go  ahead  and  tell  me  what  you  saw? 
GC:    I  didn't  see  much  of  anything. 
SM:    Or  what  you  felt? 

GC:    I  felt  like  I  was  drunk.   My  car,  the  front  wheel  swing  on  me.    I  said  to 
myself  I  must  be  drunk.   What's  going  on? 

SM:    Urn -hum. 

GC:    It  didn't  dawn  on  me  anything.   I  didn't  have  the  radio  on,  so  I  didn't 
pay  any  attention.   Just  that  few  seconds  I  felt,  I  handled  my  steering 
wheel  better  and  I  run  down  here.   The  car  made  a  sway,  and  by  then  it 
smoothed  out.   When  I  got  down  here  before  the  Grand  Overpass  there,  I  saw 
a  couple  of  cars  stopped.    I  say,  well  maybe  they  have  a  hot  car,  hot 
motor,  and  people  were  stopped  on  the  side.   They  were  out  of  their  car 
looking.   They  were  looking.   There  was  very  little  traffic.    I  don't 
think  from  here,  they  must  have  found  very  few  cars  or  trucks. 
Practically  no  trucks  at  all .   This  is  one  very  good  fortune,  there  were 
no  trucks  that  I  can  remember  that  day. 

SM:    That  was  unusual? 

6C:    Unusual.   If  it  was  a  regular  day,  it  would  have  killed  5  or  6  hundred  of 
us  underneath  there.   When  I  got  up  to  the  toll  gate,  I  give  my  pass  to 
the  lady,  and  her  face  was  white  like  a  sheet.    I  say,  forgive  me,  what 
the  hell  is  going  on?  All  the  cars  stopped.   Then,  I  put  the  radio  on  and 
it  say  it  was  a  big  one,  a  shake,  it  was  a  big  earthquake,  a  big  one! 
Jesus!   No  wonder  my  car  back  there  was  shaking  like  hell.    I  thought  that 
I  was  drunk.   That  must  have  been  the  earthquake.    I  stopped  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  people  going  up  to  the  bridge  and  I  got  out  of  the  car  and 
I  saw  the  street  was  open  everywhere  and  some  water  seeping  from 
somewhere.   I  don't  know.   The  other  side  was  where  it  was  seeping.    I  try 
to  go  ahead  of  other  guys  slowly,  because  I  feel  in  this  confusion,  I'll 
never  get  on  the  other  side.   I  saw  people  on  the  top  up  over  the  bridge 
stopped.    In  the  meantime,  I  had  to  wait,  I  had  to  advance  myself  50  or  60 
yards  from  the  gate. 

SM:    From  the  toll  gate? 

GC:    The  toll  gate  slowly.    Everybody  stopped  and  I  listened  to  the  radio.  I 
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got  out,  I  couldn't  get  any  farther.   I  say,  what  happened  because  I  had 
no  radio  on.    I  could  not  think  of  it  and  the  man  said  it's  just  another 
...  Cypress  freeway  is  done.   Must  be  crazy.   A  minute  ago  I  just  come 
from  there  ...  it  was  on.   I  just  come  from  there.   So,  poor  man,  first  he 
try  to  tell  me  he's  a  liar  or  something.   To  me  it  was  something 
impossible,  I  just  went  by  there.    I  probably  was  one  of  the  very  last,  so 
few  cars  come  behind  me. 

SM:    I  think  you  were. 

GC:    So,  slowly  ...  I  wait.   You  realize  here  is  this  problem.   Then,  I  start 
...  couldn't  go  any  farther.   The  car  from  the  top  started  backwards 
coming  down  from  the  bridge,  coming  down.   I  said  something  must  be  wrong 
up  there  because  they  come  back  here. 

SM:    The  cars  were  reversing? 

GC:    Reversing.   Reverse,  coming  down.   Then,  when  I  see  that  something  is 

wrong,  is  was  up  there  too.  Then,  the  radio  announce,  then  I  went  in  the 
car  because  in  the  meantime,  another  five  or  six  minutes  gone  by  and  I'm 
trying  to  ...  the  radio  said  the  bridge,  part  of  the  Bay  Bridge  is 
collapsed.   I  said  no  wonder  that  they  start  to  come  back  now.   I  try  to 
ease  around  and  turn  around  and  come  back  to  get  back  to  San  Francisco. 
My  first  intention  was  to  go  to  the  San  Mateo  Bay  Bridge.    I  slowly  turned 
around  and  went  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge  eastbound  and  there  were 
water  seeping,  the  road  is  cracked  and  water  seeping  through  I  guess  from 
the  Bay.   I  don't  know  where  it  came  from.   Slowly,  I  move  out  into  the 
traffic.   While  I  was  making  the  turn,  somebody  from  the  bridge  came  and 
announced  the  bridge  is  closed,  you  cannot  cross  it.   I  said  good  luck.  I 
made  it  ahead  of  everybody.   Now  I  want  to  come  down  to  come  880.   At  that 
moment,  I  still  didn't  believe  what  was  being  said.   That  Cypress  is 
down.   I,  in  fact,  I'm  on  my  right  hand,  to  go  over  Cypress  and  go  down  to 
the  San  Mateo  Bridge,  to  go  to  San  Francisco,  and  I  saw  cars  going  up  the 
Grand  Avenue  pass  go  for  inside  of  the  Army  and  actually  we're  approaching 
about  a  10  degree  angle.  Then,  the  guy  must  be  right,  it  probably  is 
down.  So,  then  I  swing  across.   Because  there  was  no  traffic  see.  By 
then,  people  start  to  realize  ...  they  start  to  move,  other  people  along 
with  me.   I  come  along  on  the  left  and  I  went  to  San  Mateo,  to  Richmond 
Bay  Bridge,  San  Rafael,  to  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  I  went  on. 

SM:    When  you  ...  where  did  you  get  on  880  from  leaving  work?  You  were  leaving 
work  that  day? 

GC:    Yeah.   I  got  on  here  at  Cypress.   Right  on  7th  and  Market. 
SM:    7th  and  Market? 

GC:    I  stopped  there  to  get  some  gasoline  at  the  Shell  Station.   I  had  to  go  to 
Reno  the  following  day  so  might  as  well  fill  the  tank  now  so  in  the 
morning  I  don't  have  to  fool  around  with  gas,  I  got  my  tank  already  full. 

SM:    About  what  time  do  you  think  you  got  on  880? 
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GC:    Left  here  it  was  about  6  or  7  minutes  to  5:00  when  I  left  out  of  here.  I 
got  there  a  minute  and  a  half  from  here.    I  must  have  left  3  minutes  after 
5:00  or  something  when  I  left  out  of  there.    I  was  lucky,  no  traffic.  I 
just  went  through  easy  without  ... 

SM:  Is  it  normally  backed  up? 

GC:  No,  sometimes  it  back  up  to  the  curve  down  here  with  the  trucks. 

SM:  What  lane,  do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  driving  in? 

GC:  The  fast  lane,  the  left  lane. 

SM:  The  fastest  one? 

GC:  The  very,  very  fast  lane. 

SM:  Number  one  lane.   About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going? 

GC:  60,  63  miles  an  hour. 

SM:  The  traffic  was  moving  good? 

GC:  Good.   There  was  no  traffic.   I  mean,  compare  to  other  day,  maybe  it  was 
one,  six,  seven  lengths  between  each  car,  which  is  unusual. 

SM:    So,  the  first  thing  that  you  noticed  was  wrong  was  you  felt  your  car 
pulling  very  strongly  to  the  ... 

GC:    Right.   Went  like  this.   I  use  to  front-wheel  drive.   My  car  is  a 

front-wheel  drive.    I  always  drove  with  different  cars  and  with  ...  and  I 
thought,  "jeez,  what's  the  matter  with  it,  I  might  be  drunk  or  is  it  my 
car." 

SM:    Would  you  describe  it  then  as  shimming  back  and  forth  or  vibrating? 

GC:    Vibrating.   My  wheels  vibrating  in  my  hand.   That's  when  I  say  what  the 
hell  is  it.   Am  I  drunk?  Can't  I  control  my  car  anymore,  what  is  it? 
There  is  a  particular  point  there,  as  you  see  on  the  map  here,  let  me 
point  to  ...  on  this  point  right  here  has  always  been  shaky  at  the 
bottom.   Always  never  even.   Always  you  have  the  movement. 

SM:    You  can  feel  vibration? 

GC:    All  the  time  when  you  go  by  there.   On  this  particular  ...  I  don't  know 
about  the  other  lanes  but  this  lanes  here,  here  at  the  top  or  on  the 
bottom,  but  this  side  this  spot  right  here  I  always  feel  unevenness  of  the 
road. 

SM:    You  can  feel  the  unevenness  of  the  road  then  as  you're  driving  northbound? 

GC:    Right.    I  always  felt  that  part  there.   Always.   Here  on  the  top  and  the 
bottom,  this  part  right  there. 
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SM:    On  the  top  and  the  bottom? 

GC:    On  the  top  and  the  bottom,  both. 

SM:    So,  between  about  26th  and  34th? 

GC:    I  always  felt  the  unevenness  in  the  road.   Sometime  you  find  the  road  and 
your  car  moves,  but  there's  no  smooth.  You  feel  that  ...  always  in  that 
spot  I  felt  that. 

SM:    Did  you  happen  ...  when  you  felt  it,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  start  to 
slow  down? 

GC:    Nothing.  What  you  think?  I  kept  going  to  normal  same  speed.   I  held  the 
car  better,  I  reached  here  and  never  thought  of  anything. 

SM:    Did  you  happen  to  see  anything? 

GC:    Nothing.  By  then  ...  I  was  here.   I  didn't  see  nothing  on  the  top  of  me. 
I  was,  my  mind  was  involved  on  other  things.    I  had  to  go  to  Reno  with  two 
of  my  nieces  from  Europe  with  me.   I  was  thinking  about  business.   My  mind 
was  completely  off  what  was  happening.  That's  why  I  figure  I  must  be 
drunk. 

SM:    Yeah.   Speaking  of  that,  I  need  to  ask  you  also.   Had  you  consumed  any 
alcohol  or  taken  any  medication? 

GC:    No,  never,  that's  why  I  could  not  understand  what  the  hell  is  this. 

SM:    How  about  any  vision  restrictions? 

GC:  No. 

SM:    Do  you  need  glasses  when  you  drive? 
GC:    No.   For  reading  purpose  only. 
SM:    So,  you're  not  required  ... 

GC:    No.   My  mind  was  ...  I  was  driving,  I  had  to  go  to  Reno.   I  had  two  nieces 
from  Europe  with  me  that  I  had  promised  to  take  them  to  Reno.   I  think  of 
the  business,  things  I  had  to  do  before  I  was  to  leave,  so  my  mind  was 
completely  involved  on  other  things  and  besides,  I  had  no  radio  on.  See, 
I  had  stopped  to  get  the  gas,  I  shut  it  off  and  I  didn't  put  on  the 
radio.   Of  course,  if  I  had  the  radio  on,  I  would  have  know  right  away 
when  they  announced  the  right  way  I'm  to  understand. 

SM:    So,  when  you  first  felt  the  shaking  in  your  car  around  34th,  do  you 
remember  how  long  it  lasted?  Did  it  continue  to  kind  a  ...  vibrate? 

GC:    I  don't  know.   Since  my  mind  was  completely  off,  I  ... 
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SM:    I  mean,  do  you  remember,  did  you  try  to  get  control  of  the  car  as  you 
approached  the  ... 

GC:    No,  the  car  smooth  out. 

SM:    It  smoothed  out  then  when  you  made  the  transition  to  the  bridge? 

GC:    That's  right.    I  was  right  in  this  curve  here.    It  started  here  around  the 
area  and  when  I  got  here,  I  was  travelling  50  but  60,  65  miles  per  hour 
easy,  I  was  travelling. 

SM:    Did  you  hear  any  loud  noises  at  the  time? 

GC:    Nothing.   If  did  happen,  my  mind  was  unable  to  register.   You  understand, 
I  said  I  was  so  involved,  I  had  to  go  to  Reno,  I  had  promised  my  nieces  to 
do  ...  both  my  nieces  ...  they  came  from  Europe  ...  I  was  involved  with  my 
own  affairs. 

SM:    Preoccupied  with  other  things. 

GC:    Preoccupied  with  other  things  and  not  thinking  about  what  was  happening. 
I  was  driving,  I  knew  what  I  was  doing.    I  was  driving  the  speed  limit  but 
...  the  earthquake  came  and  it  never  dawned  on  me  it  was  an  earthquake.  I 
thought  it  was  more  the  road  or  me.    I  was  preoccupied.    I  was  shaking  my 
hands  and  bothering  what  was  all  about  it  ... 

SM:    This  time  we're  going  to  conclude  the  interview. 
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W-ll,  l  j  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

December  4,  1989,  at  approximately  1505  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
WC: 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  full  name,  spell  your  last  name  sir? 
WC: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview,  sir? 

WC:    Yes,  you  do. 

PW:    Your  current  address  is? 

WC: 

PW:    Your  current  phone  number? 
WC: 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth,  sir? 
WC: 

PW:    Just  prior  to  the,  quake  do  you  recall  exactly  where  you  and  your  driver 
was? 

WC:    Yes,  we  were  ...  just  prior  to  the  quake,  we  had  entered  the  freeway  from, 
I  believe  it's  the  12th  Street  on-ramp,  a  little  after  5:00  o'clock.  I 
looked  at  my  watch  because  I  commented  that  the  freeway  probably  would  not 
be  crowded  at  that  time,  because  we  could  have  gone  a  different  way  to  our 
office  in  Emeryville. 

PW:  Your  friend  was  driving  was 

WC: 

PW:  Where  were  you  people  headed  at  that  time,  sir? 

WC:  We  were  headed  to  Emeryville. 

PW:  You  were  coming  from  Oakland? 

WC:  Yes,  we  were. 

PW:  When  you  enter  onto  Interstate  880  northbound,  how  was  traffic  at  that 
time? 
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WC:    Very  light. 

PW:    By  that  you  mean  there  was  only  a  few  cars  in  front  or  ... 

WC:    Yes,  there  was  very,  very  few  cars  on  the  freeway.   Normally,  you  might 
expect  it  to  be  bumper  to  bumper  in  that  area,  but  it  was  like  maybe  a  car 
100  foot  behind  us,  maybe  one  or  two  off  to  the  left  a  little  bit,  the 
same  distance  in  front.   They  were  not,  it  was  not  very  heavily  travelled 
at  that  time. 

PW:   You  travel  this  route  often? 

WC:    Probably,  yeah,  quite  often.    I  do  it  almost  everyday. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  how  fast  was  driving  at  that  time? 

WC:    We  were  probably  doing  somewhere,  by  the  time  we,  55,  whatever.   We  were 
keeping  up  with  the  traffic.   We  really  weren't  ... 

PW:    You  weren't  passing  or  ... 

WC:    We  really,  no,  we  were  kind  of  just  staying  with  the  traffic  normally. 
Sometimes  you  do,  but  we  were  kind  of,  just  with  the  traffic,  'cause  we 
knew  we  kind  of  had  to  get  off  pretty  shortly. 

PW:    You  recall  what  lane  you  were  in? 

WC:    We  were  in  the,  let's  see,  we  were  in  the  right  hand  lane. 
PW:   There  was  just  you  and  in  the  vehicle? 

WC:    That's  correct.   It  was  a  convertible,  so  we  had  no,  it  was  not  good 
visibility  behind  us. 

PW:    Where  were  you,  approximately,  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

WC:    As  you  exit  from  the  double  decker  going  northward,  there's  a  slight  dip 
in  the  ground  and  then  it,  the  freeway  rises  up  to  accommodate,  I  believe 
it's  a  train  overpass.   We  were  stopped.   We  came  to  a  stop  at  that 
location. 

PW:    You  recall  any  vehicles  that  were  on  the  Cypress  when  you  were  going 
through  it? 

WC:    No.   I  don't,  I  had  no  recollection  of  that  other  than  the  fact  that  cars 
were  moving  relatively  free  from  obstruction. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  something  was  wrong? 

WC:    Well,  we  thought  we  had  a  flat  tire. 

PW:    By  that  did  the  vehicle  ... 
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WC:    The  vehicle,  yeah,  the  vehicle  behaved  as  if  the  tire  had  gone  fully 
flat.   I  think  it  started  with  the  rear,  and  then  it  got  to  the  front. 
Then,  by  that  time,  the  driver  indicated,  "God,  it  must  be  an  earthquake." 

PW:    Did  the  earthquake  shake  you  out  of  the  lane  that  you  were  in? 

WC:    It  did  not  shake  us  out  of  the  lane.    It  was  very,  it  was  the  most  violent 
one  I've  been  in.   The  bridge  that  we  were  on  was,  I  could  see  it  moving 
with  comparison  to  the  concrete  and  I  thought  the  bridge  was  going  to  go 
down.   There  was  a  fair  amount  of  movement  in  that  structure. 

PW:    What  did  do  right  after  that?  Did  he  slow  down  or  anything  like 

that? 

WC:    Well,  we  were  stopped  at  that  time.    I  don't  know  how  many  cars  were 
behind  us,  I  could  speculate  maybe  four  or  five  cars  behind  us.   No  we 
were  stopped  and  we  could  not  move  ahead,  because  the  cars  in  front  of  us 
had  stopped. 

PW:    What  happened  after  the  people  came  to  a  stop? 
WC:  Huh? 

PW:    Did  anybody  get  out  of  their  car? 

WC:    Nobody  got  out  of  their  car.   I  believe  some  of  the  cars,  maybe  three  in 
front  of  us,  were  hit  by  small  pieces  of  concrete  that  came  from  above  the 
24,  that  entrance  into  24  above  us,  came  down  on  some  of  the  cars  and  ... 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  pieces  of,  what,  concrete  coming  down? 

WC:    Concrete,  yeah,  they  were  maybe,  I  saw  some  on  the  road,  maybe  they  were 
three,  four  inches.  They  weren't  big  ones,  they  were  just  like  slivers. 

PW:    Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  maybe  the  structure  might  collapse? 

WC:    Well,  we,  yeah,  I  mean  we  just,  nobody  knew.   Things  were  swaying.  The 
Nurphy  Pacific  building  was  shaking  ...  from  the  dust,  you  could  see 
things  were  moving. 

PW:    The  two  of  you  weren't  hurt  or  anything  like  that? 

WC:    No,  not  at  all . 

PW:    You  see  anybody  else  around  you  that  were  hurt  or  damage  to  car? 

WC:    Nobody,  nobody.   Well,  when  we  got  off  the  structure  there  were  some 

people  that  had  pulled  over,  and  I  think  were  looking  at  the  damage  from 
maybe  the  concrete  that  had  fallen  on  their  car.   But  nobody  was  hurt. 

PW:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicles  in  a  little  more  detail,  you 
remember  during  the  earthquake? 
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WC:    Frankly,  the  only  motion  I  can  describe  it  as  being  is  like  by  the  time  it 
hit  it  felt  like  we  had  four  flat  tires.   So,  apparently,  the  car  was,  in 
a  stationary,  its  mass  was  stationary,  and  the  structure  was  moving. 
Obviously  the  moment  or  the  synchronous  of  the  two  were  out  of  ...  so  it 
felt  like  we  were  really  had  flat  tires,  though. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  any  side  motion  at  all? 

WC:    Any  swaying,  or  ... 

PW:  Yeah. 

WC:  No,  it  was  it  was  pretty  much  at  that  time,  at  least  I  wasn't  driving  so 
it  was  difficult,  I  didn't  have  control  of  the  car,  but  I  would  say  that 
it  was  more  a  vibration  rather  than  a  sway.   In  other  words,  it  ... 

PW:  What  about  the  freeway  itself.  Did  you  notice  any  motion  in  front  or  to 
the  side? 

WC:    No.  The  only  thing  we  noticed  when  we  got  off  the  freeway  right  there  as 
we  came  down  on  the  flat  by  Emeryville,  the  road  had  crevices  in  it, 
especially  there  was  a  deep  one  on  the  right  hand  side.  There  was  a 
smaller  one  going  up  through,  sort  of  the  middle. 

PW:    Both  of  you  were  wearing  seat  belt? 

WC:    Yeah,  oh,  maybe  ...     was.   I  was  not  wearing  a  seat  belt  ... 

PW:    Not  going  to  use  it  against  you  or  anything,  just  for  information. 
Basically,  that's  all  the  questions  I  have,  unless  you  recall  seeing 
anything  or  hearing  anything  when  you  were  going  through  the  Cypress 
Structure. 

WC:    No,  it  was,  it  was  just  very,  very  light  traffic. 

PW:    Really,  I  appreciate  your  time.  That's  all  I  have. 
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W-12,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson, 

#9945,  on  December  9,  1989,  at  approximately  1243  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:    Investiqator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
EC: 

RL:  would  you  give  me  your  name  just  for  the  tape? 

EC:    My  name  is 

RL:    If  you  would  ,  would  you  describe  to  me  what  you  saw  the  day  of 

the  earthquake,  as  far  as  the  Cypress  Structure  is  concerned? 

EC:    Well,  approximately  5:04  I  was  almost  all  the  way  through  the  Cypress 

Structure,  about  the  last  eighth  of  a  mile  where  it  splits  off  from  going 
toward  Frisco  and  Richmond/Berkeley.    I  was  right  about  the  last  eighth 
mile  where  it  comes  out  when  the  earthquake  hit.    I  saw  everything  move 
from  side  to  side.    I  looked  back  behind  me  and  saw  things  coming  down, 
and  then  I  just  wanted  to  get  out  of  there.   Me,  and  a  Safeway  truck,  and 
another  car  that  was  trying  to  come  out  at  the  same  time.   As  I  come  out 
of  the  Cypress  Structure,  I  looked  back  and  we  seen  smoke  and  stuff.  I 
had  stopped  to  talk  to  some  other  people  that  had  spun  out  in  front  of 
us.   They  were  all  worried  about  what  had  happened.   They  all  thought  that 
they  had  blown  out  tires.   I  had  turned  back  around  and  went  back  up  into 
the  Cypress  Structure  and  seen  that  it  was  collapsed.    I  had  seen  it 
collapse  in  my  rear  view  mirror  as  I  was  coming  out.   But,  at  the  time  I 
was  coming  out,  I  was  too  scared  to  stop.    I  just  wanted  to  get  out  of  the 
Cypress  Structure.   As  I  came  out,  as  I  said,  there  were  some  cars  spun 
out  in  front  of  me  as  the  road  was  kind  of  opening  up  and  stuff.  I 
stopped  and  talked  to  a  couple  of  ladies  and  they  thought  they  had  flat 
tires.   I  said,  "no,  it  was  a  pretty  good  size  earthquake".   Other  than 
that,  it  was  just  me  and  the  Safeway  truck  coming  out  of  the  Cypress 
Structure  together  along  with  another  car.  We  all  just  shot  for  the 
Highway  80  exit  coming  out  of  the  Cypress  Structure.    It  felt  like  the 
Cypress  Structure  was  going  from  side  to  side  about  a  good  10  feet  as  it 
was  going  on.   It  just  looked  like  a  big  snake  as  it  was  trying  to  crawl 
under  a  rock,  just  going  from  side  to  side.    I  guess  that's  what  brought 
it  all  down.   But  other  than  that,  that's  all  I  can  pretty  much  tell  you 
is  that  I  seen  it  come  down  like  a  big  domino  effect,  like  one  big  chunk 
at  a  time  and  then  it  just  all  fell. 

RL:  When  you  say  a  domino  effect,  did  this  domino  effect  start  at  one  end? 

EC:  Yes,  it  started  at  the  end  where  I  was  coming  out  at. 

RL:  It  went  away  from  you? 

EC:  Yes,  it  did.    It  was  like  it  started  from  the  north  and  went  to  the  south. 


CALIFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-k 


RL:    How  far  were  you,  would  you  say,  from  the  Cypress  Structure  when  it 
started  to  fall? 

EC:    I'd  say  that  I  was,  I'd  say  I  was  about  a  good  football  field  length, 

about  a  hundred  yards.    I  was  just  right  about  to  come  out  of  the  Cypress 
Structure.   I  was  about  the  last  l/8th  of  a  mile  when  the  earthquake  hit. 
By  the  time  it  was  all  over  with,  I  was  coming  out  of  it  but  between  that 
time  it  started  and  I  got  out  of  it,  I  seen  the  Cypress  Structure  come 
down  and  move  side  to  side  before  I  got  out  of  it. 

RL:    Did  you  go  back  to  the  Cypress  Structure  afterwards? 

EC:    Yeah,  I  did. 

RL:    Did  you  spend  any  time  there? 
EC:    No,  I  didn't. 
RL:    What  did  you  do? 

EC:    I  just  looked  around.    I  saw  some  smoke  coming  out  of  the  sides  of  the 
Cypress  Structure.  There  were  some  people  up  on  top  talking.   I  just 
turned  around  and  I  just  came  back,  because  I  wanted  to  hurry  up  and  get 
home  because  my  wife  was  trying  to  get  hold  of  me  and  everything.   I  was 
all  worried  about  her  'cause  she  was  coming  from  Nenlo  Park  and  she  was 
coming  over  the  Dunbarton  Bridge  about  the  time  it  all  started  on  the  San 
Mateo  Bridge.    I  just  wanted  to  get  home  'cause  I  was  trying  to  wait  for  a 
phone  call  from  her. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  falling? 

EC:    When  it  was  going  from  side  to  side.   I  didn't  hear  no  explosions  or 

nothing.   I  just,  when  I  saw  the  sideway  go  from  side  to  side,  I  just  kind 
of  felt  that  the  kind  of  structure  that  it  was,  that  it  wasn't  going  to 
withstand  that  type  of  magnitude  of  an  earthquake. 

RL:    Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in  just  after  you  cleared  the  Cypress? 

EC:    What  was  that? 

RL:    What  lane  that  you  were  in  when  you  cleared  the  Cypress  Structure? 

EC:    Lets  see,  it  splits  up  into  two  lanes,  each  way  going  into  Frisco  and  80, 
I  believe  I  was  in  the  number  two  lane  coming  out  onto  80  which  once  I 
come  off  the  split  right  there  it  would  be  the  number  two  lane.  The 
second  fast  lane  there  is. 

RL:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

EC:    I  travel  it  everyday. 

RL:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  flow? 
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EC:    At  that  time? 

RL:    Compared  to  normal  traffic  flow  at  that  time  of  day? 

EC:    That  time  of  day,  or  at  the  time  the  Cypress  Structure  came  down  was 

light.   I  think  the  only  reason  it  was  lighter  is  was  because  of  the  world 
series  at  that  time.    I  know,  because  everybody  knew  that  the  world  series 
was  going  to  be  going  on  and  everybody  wanted  to  get  home  early  to  watch 
the  game  on  T.V.    If  it  wasn't  for  that,  'cause  I  usually  go  through  there 
and  it's  usually  backed  up  for  a  good  mile  or  two  miles.   I  mean  it's 
pretty  heavy  through  there. 

RL:    Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

EC:    Where  was  I  when  the  earthquake  ...  when  the  earthquake  began,  I  was  about 
a  quarter  to  an  eighth  of  a  mile  at  the  very  end  of  the  Cypress  Structure 
going  towards  Richmond.   I  was  approximately  doing  about  50,  55  miles  an 
hour  when  it  hit. 

RL:    I  don't  have  any  further  questions.   If  have  something  else  you'd  like  to 
add  that's  fine. 

EC:    That's  pretty  much  about  all  I  can  remember  that  all  took  place. 

RL:    I'm  going  to  go  ahead  and  stop  the  tape  and  it's  1249  hours  when  the 
Interview  ended. 
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W-13,                           was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Len  Silva,  #7924,  on 
November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1810  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

LS:     Investigator  Len  Silva,  CHP 
KC: 

LS: 

You  were  travelling  where? 

KC* 

I  was  on  580     I  was  on  the  off-ramD  aoinQ  from  580.  from  Oakland  into 
Berkeley. 

LS: 

How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

KC: 

Everyday. 

PvorvHav      Ynn  uopo  travpl  1  inn  from  OaHsnH  tn  Rorkolov      HrtW  hoavv  u/a c 
LYci  yu&y  .      i  uu  nci  c   l  \  a  v  c  i  i  1 1 1  y    11  uw  uom  oiiu   uu  dci  \c  i  cjr  •     nun  i  icq  v  j  nas 

the  traffic  that  day,  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

KC: 

It  was  pretty  much  ...  it's  hard  to  know  ...  it  was  bumper  to  bumper,  but 

it  was  moving,  unci  i  trie  carLnquaite. 

L  J  . 

un-nun.    dul  it  K.inu  or  doll  i  enecK.5  ngni  unere,  rignu: 

KC« 

Riaht 
f\  i  y  1 1  l  • 

it-  wjc           pniilrl  vnn  coo  tho  tvaffif*  apnimH  vnn?     T  moan  ti/ac  1 1  hosuv 
jUi    it  was   ...  uuu  i  u  jruu  sec  Lite  lial  1  ll>  arouilu  jruu:     l  mean  Was    IL  ncaVjr 

around  you? 

KC: 

Oh  yeah,  definitely,  definitely. 

LS: 

What  lane  were  you  in? 

KC: 

I  was  in  the  far  left  lane. 

LS: 

Far  left  lane.   How  fast  were  you  going? 

KC: 

I  was  going  maybe  5  or  6  miles  an  hour. 

LS: 

How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

KC: 

Well,  I  had  my  seven  year  old  with  me. 

LS: 

So,  yourself  and  your  daughter? 

KC: 

Right. 

LS: 

Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

KC: 

I  was  on,  let's  see  if  I  can  explain  it.   I'm  trying  to  think  of  how  many 
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...  I'm  not  very  good  at  judging  distances,  but  I  was,  I'm  going  to  guess, 
maybe  800  feet  from  actually  being  on  level  ground.   So,  I  was  up  pretty 
high  on  the  overpass. 

LS:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you? 

KC:    Yeah.  Well,  this  does  not  include  my  vehicle,  what  happened  to  me? 
LS:    No,  I  mean,  like  other  vehicles. 

KC:   Well,  what  I  do  remember  is  ...  I'm  sorry.  There  was  some  loose  concrete 
that  was  falling  off  the  overpass  above  us.   A  car,  not  the  car  in  front 
of  me,  but  the  car  before  that,  tried  to  ...  moved  into  the  far  right  lane 
very  quickly.   I  was  under  the  impression  that  there  was  an  accident. 
This  was  ...  so  they  tried  to  avoid  the  concrete  starting  to  come  down  off 
that  overpass.   Other  than  that,  everybody  ...  I  think  somebody  else  tried 
to  change  lanes  but  I  think  that  everybody  just  stopped. 

LS:  What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

KC:  The  fact  that  I  thought  that  I  had  four  flat  tires. 

LS:  You  thought  you  had  four  flat  tires? 

KC:  Yeah. 

LS:  Why  did  you  think  that?  I  mean,  what  motion  was  ... 

KC:    Because  I've  had  a  flat  tire  before.   It  just  felt  like  all  four  of  them 
were  gone,  because  of  the  way  that  ...  from  moving  so  slowly,  I  felt  like 
I  didn't  have  much  control  of  the  car. 

LS:    So,  I  mean,  did  you  actually  think  that  you  had  four  flat  tires,  or  did 
you  think  that  there  was  something  else  going  on? 

KC:    I'm  sorry.   I  thought  there  was  something  ... 

LS:    Did  you  actually  think  that  you  had  four  flat  tires,  or  did  you  think  that 
there  was  something  else  happening? 

KC:    You  know  what?   I'll  tell  you,  my  first  impression  was  that  it  was 
happening  with  the  car,  that  there  were  flat  tires.    I  would  say  that 
within  seconds,  like  two,  I  knew  we  were  in  an  earthquake.  That's  because 
the  concrete  started  to  fall  down. 

LS:    Then,  what  did  you  do? 

KC:   My  personal  story?  My  seven  year  old  was  in  the  back.   I  yelled  for  my 
seven  year  old  to  come  up  front,  because  what  happened  was,  it  was  a  hot 
day.   I  had  the  windows  down.   I  heard  steel  bending. 

LS:    Oh,  you  did? 
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KC:    I  knew  that  we  were  up  pretty  high.   So,  I  knew  that  if  we  fell ,  if  this 
overpass  didn't  hold  out,  then  I  would  die.   So,  I  yelled  for  her  to  come 
up  front.   My  first  impression  was  to  run  to  try  to  get  down  on  the  level 
ground.  Then,  when  I  saw  the  concrete  falling,  I  couldn't  take  a  chance 
with  her,  that  the  concrete  would  hit  us  first.   So,  I  yelled  for  her  to 
come  up  and  I  just  grabbed  her.   So  I,  like  I  said,  I  heard  concrete  ... 
which  880  was  not  that  far  behind  us.   So,  I  heard  concrete  bending.  I 
heard  a  rumble  and  so  ...  I  had  a  sense  that  it  was  behind  us,  maybe 
because  I  could  see  what  was  in  front  of  us.   So,  I  didn't  know  what  was 
falling  down,  but  I  definitely  knew  something  was  giving  way. 

LS:   What  did  you  see  the  other  vehicles  do,  the  ones  that  were  around  you? 

KC:    Well ,  like  I  said,  not  the  car  in  front  of  us,  but  the  car  in  front  of 
that,  concrete  started  to  fall  and  they  changed  lanes  quickly.   Like  I 
said,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  they  hit  somebody  because  they 
changed  so  abruptly.   But  once  the  quaking  stopped  ...  see,  the  person  in 
front  of  me  panicked  and  didn't  move.   So,  there  was  an  opening.   I  went 
around  her.    I  remember  riding  over  rubble  to  get  off.   As  I  was  going 
down  to  get  onto  ...  what  is  it?    80?  ...  level  ...  the  freeway  was 
cracking.   I'll  tell  you  quite  truthfully,  I  think  I  just  went  into 
shock. 

LS:    Did  anybody  else,  any  other  vehicles  that  you  saw,  did  they  get  hit  by  the 
concrete  that  was  falling? 

KC:  All  I  can  remember  is  seeing  the  one. 

LS:  He  had  got  hit? 

KC:  Yeah. 

LS:  You  don't  remember  what  kind  of  vehicle  it  was,  or  what  color  it  was? 

KC:  No. 

LS:  So,  you  never  got  out  of  your  vehicle?  You  just  kept  on  going  after 
that? 

KC:  Yeah. 

LS:    Where  did  you  wind  up  going  to?  The  next  off -ramp? 

KC:    Well,  no.    I  got  off  at  Ashby,  because  I  was  going  to  pick  up  my  two  year 
old  that  you  can  hear  here  in  the  background. 

LS:  You  were  not  injured? 

KC:  No. 

LS:  None  of  the  people  in  your  vehicle?  Your  daughter  was  not  injured  either? 

KC:  No.   Well,  I  squeezed  her  pretty  hard,  but  not  by  the  earthquake. 
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LS:   You're  not  aware  of  any  of  the  other,  like  the  car  that  you  said  you  saw 
get  hit,  you  don't  know  if  there  were  any  injuries  there? 

KC:  No.  I've  got  a  car  phone  and  I  tried  to  get  on  the  line  to  call  the 
emergency  number,  and  it  was  out.  I  called  because  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  somebody  ... 

LS:  So,  you  have  a  car  phone?  A  cellular? 

KC:  Yeah. 

LS:  You  tried  to  dial  9-1-1  and  ... 

KC:  Yeah,  almost  immediately.   It  was  busy. 

LS:  It  was  busy? 

KC:  Yes. 

LS:  Let  me  see,  what  else  do  we  have  here? 

KC:  You  didn't  ask  if  I  was  scared. 

LS:  I'm  sure  you  were,  but  were  you  scared? 

KC:  I  was  petrified! 

LS:  I'm  sure  you  were.    It  was  pretty  scary,  a  scary  deal. 

KC:  Oh,  it  was  ...  did  you  go  over  to  880?  You've  been  there? 

LS:    Yeah.   Let  me  see.   Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  earthquake?  You 
know  rocking,  swerving,  shaking? 

KC:    It  was  ...  there  was  definitely  an  up  and  down  motion  and  then  it  was  a 
rocking. 

LS:   Was  it  pretty  ...  I  mean,  did  you  think  that  it  was  pretty  violent? 

KC:    Oh,  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  going  to  give  way.   Partially  because, 
like  I  said,  because  I  could  heard  something  going  on  behind  me,  or 
something  around  me.   Being  up  above  there.   I  mean,  I'm  not  great  with 
heights  anyway. 

LS:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling  to 
you?  I  mean,  was  it  ... 

KC:    It  was  the  concrete. 

LS:    It  was  something  you  visually  saw,  or  something  you  heard? 
KC:    You  mean  880  falling? 
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LS:  Urn-hum. 

KC:    My  Impression  of  880  was  because  I  heard  something. 
LS:    You  heard  something? 

KC:    Right.   Like  I  said,  I  remember  hearing  and  thinking  to  myself,  there's 
steel  bending. 

LS:    Really?  That's  interesting.   Let  me  just  ask  you  a  couple  of  other  kind 
of  quick  questions.   Did  you  have  a  seatbelt  on? 

KC:  Yes. 

LS:    Your  daughter? 

KC:    She  didn't,  so  I  had  her  come  up  front. 

LS:    Yeah.   Did  you  ...  were  you  in  ...  was  your  vehicle  in  good  mechanical 
condition? 

KC:  Yes. 

LS:    I  think  that's  about  all  we  need.   Do  you  have  any  objections  if  I  do  need 
something  else  to  calling  you  back? 

KC:    No,  absolutely  not.   If  there's  any  way  that  this  can  make  any  difference 
I'm  happy  to  help. 

LS:    I  appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  talk  to  me. 
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W-14,                            .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736. 
on  November  17,  1989  at  1403  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Daly  City.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:    Paul  Wong,  CHP 

DU  . 

DU* 

rniil  A  \ir\i\  cav  vnnr  full    namp  snH  cnell    vnnr  lac+  namp 

 ,    LUUIU    JUU    oujr    jrUUI      I  III  1    IICMIIC    allU    o)JC  1  1    Jruul      1  ail,  HalllC, 

please. 

BD: 

PW: 

Have  your  permission  to  tape  this  recording,  interview  here? 

BD: 

Yes. 

PW: 

What's  your  current  address , 

BD: 

------ 

PW: 

Your  home  telephone  number? 

BD: 

PW: 

Your  California  driver's  license  is  C  like 

BD: 

Right.  That's  correct. 

PW: 

What's  your  work  phone  number,  sir? 

BD: 

PW: 

I'm  going  to  bring  you  back  to  October  17,  1989,  the  day  of  the 
earthauake     What  direction  were  vou  travel  lino  at  that  time  on  the 

vul   W 1  1 VJ  UaNC  .        filial*    U  1  1  C\i  w  1  vll    ffwlw    J  vW     .1  QIC  1  1   IHH    U  w     U 1 1 U  w     1*  1  lllw     VI  1     VI  1 W 

Interstate  880? 

BD: 

I  was  headed  towards  the  Bay  Bridge  from  880,  I  came  from  Alameda. 

PW: 

You  were  in  the  northbound  direction? 

BD: 

Northbound,  uh-huh. 

PW: 

Which  is  the  lower  deck. 

BD: 

Lower  deck. 

PW: 

You  travelled  this  route  often? 

BD: 

I  travel  it  everyday  during  the  week.   When  I  come  to  work  I,  that's  the 
route  that  I  only  take,  that's  the  only  route  I  take. 
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PW:    How  was  traffic  at  that  time? 

BD:    It  wasn't  that  heavy,  actually.   It  was  one  of  those  days  when  traffic  was 
just  mild. 

PW:    Was  it  unusual  for  traffic  to  be  that  mild? 

BD:    Well,  to  think  that  it  was,  there  was  this  World  Series  game,  I  was 
anticipating  that  there  was  going  to  be  heavier  traffic  then. 

PW:    Do  you  know  what  lane  you  were  travelling? 

BD:    I  was  travelling  on  the  second  to  the  fastest  lane,  so  that  would  be 
number  2? 

PW:    Number  2  lane. 

BD:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  speed  at  that  time? 

BD:    I  was  underneath  the  structure  and  that  structure  is  kind  of  bumpy,  and  I 
was  probably  doing  around  50  to  60.   Somewhere  in  that  area  or  less. 

PW:  How  about  the  rest  of  the  traffic,  going  the  same  speed,  or  ... 

BD:  I  was  going  the  same  speed,  yes,  with  them. 

PW:  You  were,  how  many  people  were  in  your  car  at  that  time? 

BD:  There  were  two  of  us. 

PW:  Who  was  the  other  person  riding  with  you?  You  were  driving,  I  assume. 

BD:    Yes,  I  was  driving.    I  was  with  He  was  my  former 

co-employee  here  at 

PW:    I  noticed  that 

BD:    Right.   That's  correct. 

PW:    I  have  a  phone  number  of 

BD:    That's  correct. 

PW:    You  know  where  you  were  on  the  freeway  when  the  earthquake  struck, 
approximately? 

BD:    We  were  on  the  first  part  of  that  Cypress  Structure,  right  underneath.  We 
were,  we  just,  we  just  got  in  the  Cypress  structure. 

PW:    When  the  earthquake  started? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-73 


BD:    When  the  earthquake,  yes. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  cars  in  front  or  to  the  side  of  you? 

BD:    Yes,  there  was  one  car.    It  was  driven  by  a  lady.    I'm,  I'm  trying  to 
recall,  it  was  small  car.    I'm  not  sure  if  it  was  a  Honda  Civic  or  a 
Volkswagen  Rabbit.   One  of  those  two,  I  guess. 

PW:    She  was  driving  next  to  you,  or  ... 

BD:    She  was  driving  next  to  us,  and  there  was  this  family,  I  believe  a 
Hispanic,  in  the  back. 

PW:    Behind  you. 

BD:    Behind  me 

PW:    Same  lane? 

BD:    Same  lane,  yes.   They  were  driving  a  yellow  car.   After  the  earthquake 
they  were  right  beside  us  already. 

PW:    Any  other  cars  in  front? 

BD:    I'm,  I  can't  recall.    I  don't  think  so.   There  was,  but  they  were  kind  of 
far. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  something  was  not  right? 

BD:    My  steering  wheel.    I  was  trying  to  control  the  car.   Usually  when  you're 
driving  you  have  this  tight  feeling  in  the  steering  wheel,  and  then 
suddenly  there  was  nothing... 

PW:    When  you  say  nothing,  was  it  very  loose  or  what? 

BD:    Very  loose.    It  was  like  I  was  really  out  of  control.    I  was  pulling  the 
steering  wheel  to  one  direction,  it  was  going  the  other  way. 

PW:    You  were  pulling  to  what,  the  right  or  left? 

BD:    I  was  pulling  towards  the  right  because  I,  the  tendency  was  going  to  the 
left.   I  saw  the  earthquake  occurred  from  lane  number  2.   As  the  thing 
ended  I  was  on  lane  number  1. 

PW:    So,  it  came  from  your  right  toward 

BD:    I  was,  I  came  from  my  right  towards  the  left,  yes. 

PW:    Do  you  notice  anything  happening  beside  the  shifting  of  your  vehicle  from 
the  2  to  the  1  lane? 

BD:    Well,  in  that  structure,  it's  normally  dark  when  you're  driving 

underneath.   Then,  suddenly  it  was  this  real  loud  noise  that  come  which 
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was  like  something  was  crashing.  Then,  the  next  thing  I  knew  was,  the 
structure  was  gone.   I  mean  it  just  happened  so  fast. 

PW:    Let's  backtrack  to  where  your  steering  starts  becoming  very  loose.   Do  you 
feel  any  motion  at  all  at  that  point? 

BD:    What  do  you  mean? 

PW:    Any  type  of  motion  by  the  car  or  the  freeway.   Side  motion,  up  and  down 
motion,  or  anything  like  that? 

BD:   We  were  like,  how  would  you  term  it,  ping  pong  balls,  or  something  like 
that.  We  were  going,  we  were  jumping  and  then  going  towards  the  left. 

PW:    You  were  more  bouncing  like. 

BD:    Bouncing  like,  yeah,  type. 

PW:    In  a  up  and  down  or  side  motion? 

BD:    Up  and  down  towards  the  side,  to  the  left,  yeah. 

PW:   What  did  you  do  when  that  happened? 

BD:    Well  I  had  to,  I  had  to  grip  on  the  steering  wheel  harder  and  hoping  that 
I  would  be  able  to  control  it,  because  I  didn't  know  exactly  if  I  just  hit 
something  on  the  freeway  or  something  was  going  on.  Yeah,  but  when  I  saw 
this  car,  that  was  about  10,  15  cars  away  from  me  crashed  when  the 
structure  fell  off  ... 

PW:  What  kind  of  car  was  that? 

BD:  It  was,  I  believe,  a  maroon  Honda  Accord. 

PW:  It  crashed  in  front,  how  far  in  front? 

BD:  It  was  about  10,  15  cars  away.   Something  like  that,  yeah. 

PW:  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  it  was  a  earthquake? 

BD:  When  the  thing  crashed,  yes. 

PW:  Did  you  brake  at  that  time? 

BD:  Yeah,  I  stepped  on  the  brake,  but  I  didn't  want  to  lock  my  brakes  so  I 
just  kind  of  ... 

PW:    You  came  to  a  stop  in  the  ... 

BD:    I  came  to  a  stop,  yes.   But  I  was  on  the  side  of  the  freeway  already.  I 
was,  I  pulled  over  a  little  bit  towards  the  side  to  avoid  ... 

PW:    The  left  side? 
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BD:    Towards,  yeah,  the  left  side,  trying  to  avoid  on  coming  traffic  to  hit  me 
from  ... 

PW:    You  didn't  hit  anything,  then? 
BD:  No. 

PW:    Let's  get  back  to  the  car  that  was  in  front.   You  said  it  crashed,  a 
Honda? 

BD:    It  was  not  directly  in  front  of  me.   There  were  some  other  cars,  but  I 
could  see  it  because  its  a  bright  color,  well  not  really  bright,  but  it 
just  catched  my  eye. 

PW:  What  did  the  Honda  hit? 

BD:  It  was  underneath  the  structure.    It  was  crashed. 

PW:  The  top  deck  came  down  on  it? 

BD:  Came  down,  yes.   Then,  I  saw  that  Honda,  Accord. 

PW:  Did  you  see  the,  any  type  of  motion  from  the  top  deck  before  it  came  down? 

BD:    Not  really,  because  I  was  looking  on  the  pavement  because  I  thought 

something  was  going  on  underneath  me,  because  I  was  being  pulled  towards 
the  side.   At  the  same  time  bouncing. 

PW:    You  notice  anything  happening  to  the  side  supports  that  held  up  the  upper 
deck? 

BD:    On  the  upper  deck,  the  first,  I'm  not  really  sure,  but  as  far  as  I  know, 
it's  the  left  side  that  fell  first.   I  mean,  it  was  going,  it  was  falling, 
it  fell  sideways  like  that. 

PW:    The  left  side  fell  first,  and  then  ... 

BD:    Than  ...  it  was  the  left  side  that  fell  first,  and  then  it  finally  landed 
flat. 


PW:    The  Honda,  was  it  completely  covered  by  the  upper  deck,  or  just  part  of 
it? 

BD:    Just  a  part  of  it,  I  guess.   I'm  not  sure  because  when  the  thing  happened 
and  I  saw  it,  then  suddenly,  it  was  just  filled  with  dust  and  everything, 
and  then  suddenly  so  bright  because  there  was  no  structure  covering  the 
freeway  over  me.   Then,  I  almost  started  to  panic.    I  was  going  to  make  a 
U  turn  on  the  freeway  and  then  I  noticed  cars  were  coming  over.   So,  I  had 
to  think  of  other  ...  other. 

PW:    It  came  over  from  in  front  towards  you,  or  ... 

BD:    I'm  sorry. 
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PW:    You  say  the  cars  start  coining  over  from  the  top  deck? 

BD:    Uh,  no,  no,  no.   Cars  were  coming  behind  me.  Yeah,  I  was  going  to  make  a 
U  turn  and  go  back,  because  I  was  afraid  the  structure,  on  top  of  us  was 
going  to  collapse  also. 

PW:    The  part  of  the  structure  right  above  you  never  collapsed? 
BD:    Never  did. 

PW:    You  see  any  other  vehicles  in  front  or  to  the  side  crash,  or  anything  like 
that? 

BD:  Not,  I  saw  a  truck.  There  was  a  big  rig  that  was,  that  was  on  the  slow 
lane,  on  the  slow  lane  right  on  the  crashed  portion,  I  believe,  I'm  not 
sure  ... 

PW:    That  was  going  the  northbound  direction? 

BD:  He  was  also  going  northbound,  yes.  He  was  ahead  of  us.  I'm  not  sure  if 
his  front  part  was  crashed,  but  I  saw  him,  he  was  just,  I  mean  his  truck 
was  just,  wasn't  tilted  towards  side,  but  ... 

PW:    Did  it  jackknife  or  something  like  that  or  ... 

BD:  It  did  not.  It  was  on  the  first  and  second  lane,  somewhere  there,  yeah. 
Things  just  happened  so  fast  that,  we  were  in  a  panic  situation. 

PW:  When  you  came  to  a  stop,  were  there  a  lot  of  cars  stopping  around  you  at 
that  time? 

BD:    Yeah,  we  were,  suddenly,  cars  started  to  slowly  pile  up  and  then  from 
there,  we  had  to  find  a  way  to  get  out  of  the  structure. 

PW:  Did  you  ever  get  out  of  your  car? 

BD:  No,  we  never  did. 

PW:  You  and  your  passenger  was  not  hurt  at,  from  the  incident? 

BD:  No. 

PW:  Both  of  you  wearing  your  seatbelt? 

BD:  Yes. 

PW:  Did  you  sit  there  for  a  while  before  you  turned  around  and  got  off?  Is 
that  where,  you  got  off  from  the  on-ramp? 

BD:  It  was  an  on-ramp,  it  was  the  very  last  on-ramp  on  the,  on  that  section 
that  collapse. 

PW:    I  believe,  probably,  you  referring  to  the  14th  Street  on-ramp. 
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BD:    It  was,  1f  this  was  the  structure  right  here,  it  was  an  on-  ramp,  it  was 
not  the  last  ... 

PW:    It  would  be  the  14th  Street  on-ramp. 

BD:    I'm  not  sure  which  one  that  would  be,  but  we  went,  I  ...  I  came  across 
other  cars  that  were  going  to  go  up  and  we  were  yelling  at  them  and 
telling  them  that  something  was  wrong.   I  mean,  the  structure  was  gone. 

PW:    Anybody  that  came  to  a  stop  behind  you,  were  they  hurt  at  all? 

BD:    Not  that  I  know  of.    I  don't  think  the  cars  behind  me,  anyone  was  hurt  or, 
anything  because  I,  we  weren't  able  to  see  any. 

PW:    Could  you  see  the  people  in  the  cars  in  front  that  crashed,  did  you  see 
the  people  in  the  car  that  crashed? 

BD:    That,  no,  I,  it  was,  we  were  behind  them,  so,  and  a  couple  of  meters  away, 
so  it  was  kind  of  hard  to  ... 

PW:    Did  you  recall  seeing  anybody  trapped  in  their  car,  or  anything  like  that? 

BD:    No.   We  saw  victims  after  already.   After  the  crash.  We  helped  them  out. 

PW:    Yes.   You,  what,  you  pulled  off  the  freeway? 

BD:    What  happened  was  when  the  thing  happened,  after  I  tried  to  make  a  U  turn, 
when  we  found  out  that  we  weren't  able  to  make  it,  we  went  forward  and  we 
finally  saw  this  on-ramp.   So,  we  got  off  the  on-ramp,  went  around  the 
block,  about  two  blocks,  towards  north,  and  went  beside  the  structure. 
Then,  from  there,  the  local  people,  the  medics  and  other  ...  ambulance, 
weren't  there  yet,  the  police  weren't  there,  they  started  to  help  out  the 
people  from  the  structure  so  they  went  up  and  then  tried  to  pull  them 
out.   So,  we  stayed  there  ... 

PW:    These  are  the  local  people? 

BD:    These  are  the  local  people,  yes. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  particular  person  or  name  mentioned? 

BD:    No  name.    If  I  see  them,  I  would  probably  be  able  to  recognize 

PW:    What  nationality  were  they? 

BD:    Most  of  them  were  blacks.   There  was  this  one  big  guy  also,  I'm  not  sure 
if  he's  Mexican  or  American  or  something.   He  probably  works  at  the 
warehouse  where  ... 

PW:    Right  next  to  the  on-ramp? 

BD:    Right  next  to  the  structure,  yeah.   No,  not  really  next  to  the  on-ramp, 
about  two  blocks  north,  because  we  went  ... 
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PW:    North  of  the  on-ramp? 

BD:    Yeah,  if  this  was  the  Cypress  Structure  and  if  this  was  the  on-ramp,  we 
went  off  this  way,  and  then  drove  a  couple  of  blocks  and  then  went  back, 
and  then  its  a  couple  of  blocks  before  we  went  to  the  side  right  here,  and 
there  are  warehouses  on  this  side.  This  is  where  that  big  truck  fell  and 
there  was  this  sub  . . . 

PW:    It  came  all  the  way  down? 

BD:    Yeah.   It  was  right  here  and  we  were  here.  Then,  we  helped  out  the  people 
that  were  being  brought  out  on  this  side. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  street  that  was? 

BD:    No.    If  I  ... 

PW:    You  say  about  two  blocks  over  from  the  on-ramp? 

BD:    Yeah,  it's  about  two  blocks.  This  is  another  block  right  here  and  it's 
about,  this  is  another  one  right  here,  somewhere  there,  yeah. 

PW:    Did  you  ever  went  back  up  to  the  structure,  or  you  just  stayed  below  to 
help  them. 

BD:    We  stayed  below  to  help  them  because  there  were  so  many  people  going  up 
the  structure  already.   So,  we  decided  we  wouldn't  be  able  to  do 
anything.   So,  what  I  did  was  as  soon  as  one  of  the  guys  brought  down  this 
lady,  I  believe  she  was  Hispanic,  and  what  I  did  was,  I  went  to  my  car.  I 
didn't  have  anything  on  my  car,  but  my  rear  seat,  so  what  I  did  was  I  took 
it  off  and  then  offered  it  to  this  lady  because  she  was  being,  laid  down 
to  the  pavement  on  the  sidewalk.   It  was  dirty  and  it  was  cold  and 
everything.  Thinking  that  it  was,  she  was  injured  and  everything.  She 
was  filled  with  blood.   I  offered  her  my  seat  and  gave  her  a  roll  of 
tissue,  that  ... 

PW:  She  came  from  the  upper  deck? 

BD:  She  came  from  the  upper  deck,  yes.   She  was  ... 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  her  name  was? 

BD:  No.   She  was,  I  believe,  the  first  victim  that  was  out  of  there. 

PW:  She  was  a  older  lady,  or  younger  lady? 

BD:  She  was  about  mid-thirties  or  so.   She  was  ... 

PW:  Caucasian,  or  ... 

BD:  She  was  Mexican,  I  guess. 

PW:  Mexican. 
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BD:    Yeah,  she,  I  was  trying  to  calm  her  down,  but  she  can't  speak  English. 
She  was  just  crying  and  crying.   There  was  nothing  I  could  do,  so  we  just 
stayed  there  until  the  medics  came. 

PW:    Your  passenger,  helped  you,  too,  didn't  he? 

BD:    Yeah.    I  was  going  to  take  my  shirt  off,  but  that  was  the  time  when  the 
medics  came,  and,  to  help  already.   So,  I  decided  to  leave  it  to  the 
medics,  and  they  would  know  exactly  what  to  do. 

PW:    Besides  seeing  the  top  deck  come  down,  did  you  hear  anything  or  see 
anything  to  indicate  the  freeway  was  going  to  fall? 

BD:    Well,  not  really  when  I  was  on  that  structure  because  I  don't  really  pay 
that  much  attention  to  it.   But  when  we  were  on  that  rescue,  on  this  part 
right  here  on,  on  the  side  of  the  freeway,  as  you  could  see  underneath, 
the  lower  pavement,  there  were  big  cracks  all  over,  which  would  really 
indicate  that  it  was  ...  but  when  the  thing  fell,  I  recall  when  the 
structure  fell,  I  saw,  I  saw  the  metal,  the  cable  supports  on  there,  they 
were  like  spaghetti  noodles,  falling 

PW:    That  was  on  the  side? 

BD:  Yeah.  That  was  on  the  side.  It  just  happened  so  fast.  If  this  is  the 
structure  right  there,  when  it  happened  they  were  like  (sound),  it  was 
just  so  fast. 

PW:  Usually  they're  covered  with  concrete.  You  see  the  concrete  just  shatter? 
BD:    It  was  just,  it  was  just  shattered.    It  was  just  the  metal  parts  that  were 


PW:    Did  it  shatter  outward? 

BD:    Outward,  yes.   Most  of  it,  yeah,  they  were  like  spaghetti  straps  being, 
nothing,  nothing's  left. 

PW:    Can  you  describe  again,  as  far  as,  best  you  can  remember,  the  motion  of 
the  freeway  structure  during  the  earthquake? 

BD:    It  was  like  going  up  and  down  and  towards  more  or  less  to  the  left, 
something  like  that. 

PW:  To  your  left. 

BD:  To  my  left,  yeah. 

PW:  Did  it  come  from  the  right  to  the  left,  or  did  it,  or  you  don't  remember? 

BD:  I  can't  recall,  I'm  sorry. 

PW:  You  feel  any  up  and  down  motion,  or  anything  like  that? 
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BD:   Yeah.  We  were  like,  in  a  rodeo  type,  we  were  just  jumping  and  I  thought 
it  was  my  rear  differential  that  gave  way  or  my  drive  shaft,  that  hit  me. 
That's  why  ... 


PW 
BD 
PW 


Do  you  remember  how  late  you  and  stayed  'till  you  left  the  scene? 


Left  the  Cypress  structure  when  you  were  helping  the  people.  How  late  did 
you  stay? 


BD:    Oh.  We  stayed  there  for  about  an  hour  or  so,  then  we  decided  to  leave 
since  everything  was  in,  in  control  already.  We  didn't  hear  any  cries,  I 
mean  cries  for  help  or  anything,  it  was  just  so  silent.   Everybody  was 
there  already,  and  we  decided  there  was  nothing  else  that  we  could 
contribute,  since  we  didn't  have  anything. 

PW:    You  did  not  consume  any  type  of  alcohol  or  take  any  medication  that  day? 

BD:    No.   We  just  came  from  work. 

PW:    Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add, 

BD:    Nothing  really.   Like  I  said,  I  would,  the  only  thing  that  I  would  really 
want  to  say  is  I  would  like  to  thank  the  people  by  that,  beside  the 
structure,  because  they  were  really  very  helpful.   I  mean,  it  was  like  we 
were  one  and  we  were  all  friends.   We  know  everybody,  we  were  just  talking 
and  ... 

PW:    That's  good.   Well,  the  Department  is  looking  into  the  names  of  people 
that  helped  with  the  injured.  So,  that's  why  I  asked  if  you  recall  any 
particular  person  that  really  went  beyond  what  they  were  asked  of,  and 
risked  their  own  life  to  help  the  other  people. 

BD:    I  know  there  was,  I  believe  there  were  two  of  them,  two  black  guys,  I'm 
not  sure,  I  guess  the  other  one  was  not,  he  was,  he  went  underneath  the 
structure,  went  back  and  forth.   After  the  lady,  there  was  this  young  kid 
about  10  or  11  years  old  that  was  brought  down,  and  he  was  the  one  who 
brought  that  kid  down  again. 

PW:    Did  these  two  black  guys  work  or  live  around  that  area? 

BD:    I  believe  they  just  lived  around  the  area  because  they  were,  just  they 
looked  like  they  were  from  there. 

PW:    They  were  young,  young  blacks? 

BD:    About  30  to  40.   Somewhere  there  ... 

PW:    But  you  don't  remember  their  name  or,  can  you  describe  them? 

BD:    Well,  they're  about  medium  build,  about  5' 10"  or  less.   There  was  this  one 
other  guy,  there  was  this  one  other  guy  was  really  big.  That  guy  was  the 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-si 


one  I  spoke  to  most  of  the  time.   He's,  I  believe,  Hispanic.   He  probably 
works  over  by  that  warehouse,  because  I  asked  him  if  I  could  use  the 
telephone,  and  he  goes  it's  OK,  go  ahead.   He  was  the  one  who  described  to 
me  also  that  the  cars  that  were  crashed  underneath  the  structure  were  like 
about  two  feet  tall.   He  could  see  radiator  fluid  and  oil  just  coming  out 
of  the  cars  and  he  was  waiting  for  someone  to  be  yelling  and,  for  him  to 
go  underneath  the  structure  and  help.   But  unfortunately,  it  was  just  so 
quiet,  according  to  him,  that  ...  wasn't  able  to  do  anything. 

PW:    Well,  that's  all  the  questions  I  have,  I  really 

appreciate  your  time.    I'm  going  to  end  the  interview  at  1425  hours. 
Thank  you. 


i 
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W-15,  DEA,  and  W-16,  _.,  were  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim 

Mingle,  #7207,  on  November  27.  1989.  at  aDDroximately  1400  hours.  The 
interviews  were  conducted  c  The  statements 

were  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  those 
interviews.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  Jim  Mingle,  CHP 

RD: 

SD: 

JM:    Could  you  just  state  your  name  for  the  tape  there,  please? 
RD:    My  name  is 
SD:    My  name  is 

JM:  you  were  driving  your  car  on  the  17th? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    What  kind  of  vehicle  was  that? 
RD:    It's  a 

JM:    Your  wife  was  with  you? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    In  the  right  front  seat? 
SD:  Yes. 

JM:    Why  don't  you  just  basically  tell  me  what  happened,  in  your  own  words 
first? 

RD:    We  were  just  driving  along  in,  I  believe  it  was  the  second  from  the  far 
right  lane.  We  were  going  about  60  miles  an  hour  and  we  were  just  about 
approaching  kind  of  a  dip  in  the  freeway  portion.   Kind  of  a  dip  where 
it's  going  to  dip  downward  and  then  upward.   All  of  a  sudden,  the  car  felt 
like  the  right  back  end  felt  like  it  had  a  flat  or  a  blowout.   So,  the  car 
started  to  swerve  to  the  right,  but  there  was  no  screeching  sound  and  it 
felt  like  it  was  hydroplaning  sort  of  on  air.   That's  the  same  instance  I 
turned  my  wheel  toward  the  skid,  I  thought  it  was  a  skid,  to  the  right  and 
at  that  moment,  as  I  turned  to  the  right,  the  car  then  veered  to  the  left 
and  same  feeling,  as  if  there  was  a  blowout  in  the  rear.   No  screeching, 
sort  of  a  hydroplaning.   At  that  time,  I  then  started  to  turn  the  wheel  to 
the  left.   At  that  point  in  time,  I  see  this  red  looked  like  a  Civic  car 
next  to  me  coming  toward  me,  but  then  at  the  same  time  as  we  veered  to  the 
left,  that  car  veered  to  the  left  and  then  at  that  same  instance,  we  then 
proceeded  back  to  the  right.   At  that  time,  as  we  were  starting  to  go  back 
to  the  right,  the  car  was  at  that  point  slowing  down  and  did  come  to  a 
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full  stop,  but  before  that,  we  had  heard  a  little  bit  of  rumbling.  The 
rumbling  was,  how  should  I  say  it,  like  a  big  truck  falling,  crashing  to 
the  concrete.   As  our  car  slowed  down,  looking  ahead  maybe  about  50  feet, 
we  saw  this  gray  dust  smoke  cloud  just  rising  right  in  front  of  us.  Since 
we  were  sort  of  on  an  incline,  as  we  came  to  a  stop,  we  saw  a  white  car  or 
truck  right  at  the  tip  of  the  incline,  a  van,  as  my  wife  said,  she  says 
it's  a  van.   But  a  person  jumped  out  of  it  and  decided  to  peer  over  at 
what  was  seemed  like  a  cliff.  At  that  time,  we  realized  looking  ahead  at 
the  freeway,  where  the  freeway  would  normally  turn  to  the  right,  and  we 
were  at  an  angle  where  we  would  be  able  to  see  the  connection,  there  was 
no  longer  a  connection.  There  was  no  longer  any  roadway  left  on  the 
freeway  and  then  at  that  point,  there  were  cars,  three  or  four  cars  to  the 
right  of  us,  one  behind  to  the  right.   Some  people  on  the  left  did  get  out 
and  started  to  look.   At  that  point,  we  looked  up  at  the  van,  way  at  the 
tip  about  50  feet  away.   That  person  stepped  out,  looked  over,  and  started 
to  run  back  into  their  car,  into  their  van.   At  that  point,  I  looked  in 
the  rear  view  mirror  to  see  how  far  and  how  many  cars  were  behind  me  and 
about  50  feet  back  were  a  slew  of  cars,  all  at  a  halt.   We  were  all  at  a 
halt  and  I  took  a  quick  turn  to  my  right  and  I  looked  over  and  I  saw  an 
exit  sign  about  maybe  30  feet  back.   I  proceeded  to  put  the  car  in  reverse 
and  we  pulled  the  car  all  the  way  to  that  exit  sign,  where  at  that  point 
there  was  a  lady  in  the  way  in  a  car  right  at  the  apex  where  the  freeway 
continues  and  where  the  off -ramp  is,  and  I  proceeded  to  honk.  She  then 
realized  to  get  off.   She  did  get  off.   I  proceeded  right  behind  her  and 
there  were  about  three  or  four  cars  ahead  of  us  getting  off  the  freeway  at 
that  time.   From  there,  we  proceeded  along  parallel  with  the  freeway  with 
all  sorts  of  chaos,  with  smoke  rising,  with  people  running  to  and  from  the 
freeway.   About  a  block  and  a  half  later,  there  was  the  only  section  we 
were  able  to  make  a  right,  we  made  a  right,  proceeded  down  the  street  to  a 
right,  maybe  three  or  four  blocks,  and  I  believe  we  went  under  a  BART 
rail.   It  looked  like  a  BART  rail.   Wasn't  a  wide  ...  we  proceeded  under 
that,  we  made  another  right  somewhere,  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the 
streets,  but  eventually  we  ended  up  at  this  big  post  office,  this  big  post 
office  where  we  went  in.   We  came  out.   We  proceeded  along  the  path  of 
another  freeway  because  we  followed  along  the  road.   I  remember  looking  up 
at  the  overhang.   From  there  we  ended  up  either  at  Webster  Street  or  7th 
Street,  something  like  that,  but  we  ended  up  in  downtown  Oakland,  China 
Town,  made  a  right  on  Broadway,  entered  880  on  the  Broadway  entrance  south 
and  proceeded  home  to  our  home  in  Alameda. 

JM:    You  were  coming,  you  were  southbound  on  Interstate  880  when  the  earthquake 
started? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  You  were  coming  from  where? 

RD:  From  San  Francisco.   We  crossed  the  bridge. 

JM:  Could  I  get  your  date  of  birth  also? 

RD: 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-bs 


JM:  Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive  or  contacts? 

RD:  No,  I  have  almost  perfect  20/20  vision. 

JM:  You  were  in  good  health  that  day,  both  of  you? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  You  were  pregnant  then? 

SD:  Yes. 

RD:  We  were  ready,  we  were  pumped  up,  we  were  ready  to  watch  the  Giants. 

JM:  You  were  coming  home? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  Were  you  taking  any  medication  or  anything  that  day?  Alcohol?  Drugs  or 
anything? 

RD:  No. 

JM:  Now  how  often  would  you  say  that  you  travel  the  route  880? 

RD:  Everyday. 

JM:  So  frequently? 

RD:  Everyday.   Going  to  and  from  work. 

JM:  You  were  coming  from  San  Francisco  to  Alameda?  How  would  you  describe  the 
traffic  that  day  as  far  as  the  traffic  flow?   Light,  moderate,  heavy? 

RD:    Light.   Very  light  because  we  normally  travel  a  little  later  at  about  5:15 
or  5:30  and  it's  normally  a  tough  time  getting  on  to  the  on-ramps  and  even 
the  Bay  Bridge  itself  is,  there  is  about  all  the  cars  on  the  lanes  and 
there  are,  tend  to  be  very  few  gaps  between  cars.   I  noted  that  day,  my 
wife  can  recall  this,  as  we  were  approaching  the  end  of  the  Bay  Bridge,  I 
looked  at  the  car  clock  and  I  said  whoa,  its  5:01  and  look  at  this.  I 
can't  believe  this.    I  said  too  bad  it's  not  like  this  everyday.   It  was 
clear  shot  that  day. 

JM:    Compared  to  a  normal  day? 

RD:    It  was  very  light. 

JM:    At  that  time  of  day,  on  a  regular  day,  it  would  normally  be  then  how  would 
you  describe  it?  Heavy,  moderate? 

RD:  Heavy. 

JM:    Going  southbound? 
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RD:  Going  southbound. 

JN:  You  stated  you  were  going  about  60  miles  an  hour? 

RD:  That  is  correct. 

JM:  Just  you  and  your  wife  were  in  the  car? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  From  a  distance  to  the  direction  to  the  nearest  identifiable  cross  street 
or  roadway,  where  could  you  say  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

RD:    In  terms  of  identifying  roadway  ... 

JM:    Did  you  just  come  off  of  the  Bay  Bridge?  You  were  on  the  right  hand  turn? 

RD:  We  had  come  off  the  freeway  and  we  had  already  proceeded,  probably  about  I 
would  say  three  quarters  of  a  mile  after  the  three  cut  offs  to  80,  the  580 
and  880.  As  you  take  80  ramp  as  it  veers  up  and  on,  we  had  gone  from  that 
point  approximately  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

JM:    Let  me  show  you  this.  This  is  an  overhead,  an  overhead  photograph,  an 

aerial  photograph  of  the  880  area  here  and  ...  this  would  be  the  connecter 
coming  from  the  Oakland/Bay  Bridge  down  to  the  Cypress  Structure  or  880. 
This  would  be  the  curve  that  you  would  take,  the  long  sweeping  curve. 
This  is  approximately  where  the  damage  begins.   At  this  point. 

RD:    Yeah,  we  were  beyond  that.  We  were  definitely  beyond  that. 

JM:    About  the  center  of  the  damage  is  West  Grand  Avenue  and  there  is  a  slight 
curve  here  in  the  roadway  and  then  the  next  ramp  you  can  take  off  would  be 
the  East  14th  Street  off -ramp  which  loops  around  here.   You  can  see  in  the 
photograph.  This  was  the  last  damage  so  if  you  were  beyond  this  point  you 
could  back  up  and  take  this  East  14th  Street  off -ramp  off. 

RD:    I  recall  as  we  got  off  there  was  a  break.   When  we  got  off,  there  was  a 
break  and  I  can't  see  from  here  where  the  post  office  is.  That  would 
probably  be  the  ... 

JM:  The  post  office  would  be  over  here. 

RD:  On  this  side? 

JM:  Over  here  is  the  west  side. 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  So,  there's  a  post  office  downtown  Oakland. 

RD:  Yes,  we  were  ... 

JM:  You  went  west? 
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RD:    Yes,  as  we  backed  up,  we  got  off  we  went  this  way  and  we  ended  up  coming 
back  under  the  freeway  later  on. 

JM:    Somewhere  else? 

RD:    Somewhere  else,  ending  up  going  back  this  way. 
JM:    Oh,  I  see. 

SD:    Where  is  Oakland  West  BART  station? 

JM:    It  would  be  up  here.    It  would  be  over  here.   No  it  would  be  down  here. 
It  would  be  down  farther  south  of  this.   The  Oakland  West  BART  station 
would  be  farther  south  than  this.  This  is  the  West  14th  Street  off -ramp 
here  and  on-ramp. 

RD:  Now  on  the  14th  Street,  I  have  a  feeling  it  probably  would  have  been  14th 
Street.  I  would  have  to  say  it  would  be  14th  Street.  Is  there  any  other 
exit  along  here? 

JM:  No. 

RD:    There's  no  other  exit  along  here? 

JM:    No.   That's  the  first  exit  that  you  can  take  right  there. 

RD:    It's  broken.    It  broke  in  front  of  us.   Do  you  know  where  the  smoke  that 
was  ...  as  we  were  listening  to  the  radio  for  the  Giants,  the  announcer 
did  see  smoke  rising  from  Oakland  and  it  was  as  it's  detailed  here  there 
was  a  ...  smoke  coming  from  a  car  that  was  sandwiched,  there  was  black 
billowing  smoke,  you  couldn't  mistake  it,  and  if  you  can  pinpoint  where 
that  is  we  were  in  front  of  that. 

JM:    There  was  a  number  of  them  along  here,  along  this  area  that  were 

underneath  the  lower  deck.   A  number  of  cars  that  we  know  that  caught 
fire.   They  were  some  north  of  West  Grand  also.   Now  you  could  have,  you 
could  exit,  you  could  exit  back  here  as  well.   You  could  exit  back  here  as 
well  on  this  ramp  right  here  to  come  down.   Now  after  you  ...  after  the 
earthquake  occurred,  you  backed  up.   How  far  would  you  say  that  you  backed 
up? 

RD:    No  more  than  30  feet.   30  or  20  feet. 
JM:    To  the  off-ramp? 
RD:  Yes. 

JM:    Then,  you  paralleled  the  Cypress  Structure,  you  said  you  could  see  a  lot 
of  commotion  and  vehicles. 

RD:    Yes,  we  were  right  next  to  it  from  maybe  no  more  than  10  feet.   We  were 
right  next  to  it. 
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JN:    You  would  be  on  the  west  side  of  the  damage. 
RD:  Right. 

JN:    You  paralleled  and  went  down  and  saw  a  lot  of  damaged  columns  and  so  on? 

RD:    Damaged  columns  we  saw.    In  fact,  it  was  one  of  the  breaks,  one  of  the 

breaks  where,  and  I  can  remember  this  distinctly,  where  the  person  got  off 
the  van  and  was  looking  over  it  was  sort  of  like  the  Bay  Bridge,  in  a 
sense  that  if  you  were  on  the  top  of  the  Bay  ...  were  top  side,  the  bottom 
fell  at  an  angle,  where  it  crashed  down.  There  were  like  two  cars 
pinned. 

JM:    Was  there  a  van  in  there? 

RD:    I  can't  remember  if  there  was  a  van  or  not  but  there  were  cars  pinned.  It 
was  where  the  top  fell  toward  us.  Yeah,  there  were  pinned  cars  and  we 
went  right  past  it  for  about  another  block  and  then  we  were  able  to  make  a 
right.   But  we  were  unable  to  go  any  further,  because  there  was  a  lot  of 
debris.  A  lot  of  concrete,  things  like  ... 

JN:    As  you  were  driving  down  the  west  side  of  it  the  structure,  there  was  a 
lot  of  debris  in  the  road? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    Let  me  continue  here.   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something 
was  wrong? 

RD:   That  other  cars  were  swerving,  as  well  as  I  was.   It  wasn't  just  myself. 
Ny  wife  put  her  hand  on  my  knee  and  said  she  thought  I  was 

playing  around  and  I  said  it's  not  me.  That's  when  I  realized  there  was 
something  other  force  than  myself  that  was  doing  that. 

JN:    You  just  attempted  to  maintain  control  of  your  car  at  that  point? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    Do  you  think  you  braked  at  all? 
RD:  No. 
SD:  No. 

RD:  Nainly  what  I  did  was,  when  that  happened  my  foot  automatically  releases 
from  the  gas.  It  was  almost  a  slow  sort  of  a  gradual,  whenever  it  stops 
it  stops. 

JN:    How  about  the  other  cars  around  you?  What  did  they  do? 

RD:    As  I  said  before,  there  was,  that  I  remember,  there  was  one  car  on  my 
right.  There  was  about  three  or  four  on  my  left  hand,  it  was  the  fast 
lane  but  they  were  behind  me  at  the  time,  but  as  the  quake  occurred  and  I 
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guess  their  speed  they  caught  up.   As  we  all  came  to  a  stop,  as  I  can 
remember,  there  was  this  one  white  car  or  van  up  at  the  tip,  the  apex, 
there  was  like  a  gap  between  that  car  and  the  rest  of  us  were  about  50 
feet.   Then,  where  we  were,  there  was  a  car  maybe  10  feet  behind  to  the 
right.   The  red  car,  that  I  had  seen  almost  barreling  into,  was  still 
behind  me  and  on  the  far  right  lane  there  were  like  three  cars.   One  was 
like  a  Mazda,  one  of  those  Mazda  RXT  type  of  sporty  type  cars,  sort  of 
greyish.   That  gentlemen  did  step  out.   He  stepped  out  as  well  to  say, 
"what's  going  on."   From  that  vantage  point,  I  can  freeze  all  that  in  my 
mind  for  about  a  split  second.   Then,  I  concentrated  on  getting  off.  From 
that  point,  I  just  put  it  in  reverse  and  I  just  backed  all  the  way  to  that 
exit  and  got  off. 

JM:  You  said  that  a  person  stepped  out  of  a  white  van,  a  man? 

RD:  Yes,  that  was  right  at  the  tip  of  a  break. 

JM:  Did  he  go  forward  and  look  down  or  something? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:  Did  he  go  forward? 

RD:  Forward. 

JM:  He  went  forward  to  look  down? 

RD:  He  was  still  on  the  incline  as  we  were.   We  were  sort  of  like  based  on  ... 
going  ...  and  he  was  up  ahead  and  that's  where  it  broke. 

JM:    So,  you  ...  behind  you  you  could  see  no  breakage? 

RD:    From  where  we  were,  we  didn't  see  because  it  was  sort  of  a  dip  and  then 
sort  of  a  turn  ... 

JM:    A  right  hand  curve? 

RD:    Yeah,  and  behind  right  there,  there  was  just  a  slew  of  cars  waiting,  they 
were  stopped  and  they  couldn't  see  the  break  so  they  were  sort  of  like 
waiting  to  see  what  we  were  going  to  do. 

JM:    Wondering  what  had  occurred? 

RD:    So,  at  that  point,  I  had  assumed  that  everything  back  was  fine. 

JM:    I  think  you  were  up  here  at  the  north  end,  is  what  I  think.  Because 
that's  ...  you  can't  see  it  on  the  photo,  but  this  a  pretty  good  drop 
right  here,  and  like  you  say  there's  a  curve,  and  I  think  you  can  back  up 
here  and  take  this  ramp.   You  can't  see  it  in  detail  on  the  photo,  but  you 
can  take  this  ramp  right  here.   See  this  coming  off  right  here.   So,  you 
probably  backed  up  and  took  this  ramp  here.  Then,  you  would  have 
paralleled  and  got  down  the  west  side  of  the  freeway. 
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SD:    So,  which  street  then  ... 

JM:    Well,  this  is  Cypress,  both  sides  of  the  freeway,  that's  why  they  call  it 
the  Cypress  Structure. 

SD:  What  is  this  exit? 

JM:  I  think  this  is  the  32nd  Street  exit. 

RD:  Does  this  exit  dip  low? 

JM:  Yes. 

RD:  Does  it  dip  down  and  come  up? 

JM:  Yes. 

RD:  That's  ... 

JM:  You  go  off  it  like  this. 

RD:  Yeah,  'cause  the  freeway  exit,  as  I  recall  how  normally  most  exits  are,  if 
you're  on  a  rise,  you  have  to  come  high  then  come  low. 

JM:  Yeah. 

RD:    As  I  backed  up,  I  was  actually  on  ground  level  when  I  exited. 
JM:  Yes. 

RD:    So,  it's  sort  of  like  if  I  can  show  you  visually,  here  was  the  exit  and 
here  is  the  freeway,  we  backed  up  like  this.   We  were  on  ground  level  when 
we  came  off. 

JM:    I  think  you  were  here  at  the  north  end  in  that  particular  case. 

RD:    There  was  a  huge  break  as  I  remember.  There  were  just  cars  stuck  and  from 
our  vantage  point  as  we  got  off  I  could  just  see,  I  don't  know  from  where 
you  can  see,  but  here  you  can  see  some  vantage  points.   I  remember  the 
freeway  distinctly  as  I  am  on  BART  now  where  I  just  see  a  pillar  here, 
smoke  here,  and  there  is,  yeah,  like  a  cap,  like  a  tooth  that's  just  been 
pulled  out.   From  that  angle,  from  west  to  east  angle. 

JM:    I  think  you  were  at  the  north  end  then.   You  were  just  north  of  the  break 
then. 

RD:    So,  most  of  it  was  in  front  of  us. 

JM:    Oh  yes,  all  of  it  was.  All  of  it  was  in  front  of  you  so  ...  clear  down  to 
14th  Street.   So,  you  basically  got  your  vehicle  under  control  and  then 
just  coasted  to  a  stop? 


RD: 


Yes 
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JM:    You  didn't  impact  any  structure  or  vehicles  or  anything? 
RD:  No. 

JM:    Was  there  any  collisions,  other  cars  colliding  that  you  could  see  that 
were  swerving  around  in  your  area? 

RD:    No,  I  would  have  heard  some  and  I  would  have  heard  some  honking. 
Normally,  people  either  honk  or  screeching.   I  didn't  hear  any 
screeching.   None  whatsoever. 

JM:    Then,  at  that  point  in  time,  you  backed  off  then  the  rest  of  the  people  or 
the  rest  of  the  cars  began  to  do  the  same  process. 

RD:    I  didn't  even  see.    I  did  it  so  quickly,  I  shoved  it  in  reverse  and  I  was 
out  of  there  and  I  said  the  first  thing  is  to  get  my  wife  and  future  child 
out  of  there. 

JM:  This  gentlemen  that  was  in  the  white  van,  he  got  out  and  looked  down  at 
the  gap? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    You  didn't  do  that  though?  You  didn't  get  out  of  your  car? 

RD:  No.  We  were  just  about  to,  then  my  mind  said  well,  if  there's  an  after 
shock,  we're  all  going  to  go  and  how  am  I  going  to  get  my  wife  off  this 
ramp. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

Would  you  say  it  was  rocking,  swerving,  or  ...  how  would  you  describe  the 
actual  motion  of  your  car? 

RD:    I  would  say  like,  I  think  the  best  word  is  hydroplaning  side  ways,  a 

swerving  type  of  but  not  where  when  you  swerve  you  normally  on  the  ground 
hear  screeching,  you  hear  tires,  you  hear  an  abrupt  sort  of  a  ...  braking 
going  to  the  side.    It's  almost  as  if  the  car  was  up  in  the  ...it  was 
just  being  shifted. 

JM:    When  you  say  hydroplaning,  like  you're  on  water,  right? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:   Have  you  ever  experienced  that  before?  Hydroplaning?  When  it  rains  real 
hard,  your  car  ...  you  turn  the  wheel  and  nothing  happens? 

RD:    Yeah.   Exactly.   No  matter  where  you  turn  the  wheel,  the  direction  that 
you  were  set  off  to  go,  you're  going  that  direction.   That's  exactly  how  I 
felt. 

JM:    What  would  you  say  the  duration  of  that  was? 

RD:    I  would  say  about  five  seconds  from  the  time  that  it  hit.    It  rumbled 
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first,  there  was  a  disturbance,  and  as  I  turned,  I  remember  there  was 
enough  time  for  her  to  ask  me  something.  That's  when  she  said  ..  . 
what  are  you  doing.  Then,  I  turned  back  and  I  had  a  chance  to  look  to  see 
the  cars  so  it  didn't  happen  like  a  boom,  boom,  boom.   It  happened  like 
right,  what's  happening,  to  the  left,  oh,  look  what's  happening,  to  the 
right,  and  then  slowly  stopping.   Even  after  we  stopped,  it  was  still 
shaking.  That's  when  we  knew  it  was  an  earthquake.   The  structure  was 
still,  as  we  came  to  the  halt,  there  was  still  some  kind  of  rumbling  and 
some  ...  that's  at  the  same  time  we  heard  the  rumble,  we  saw  the  cloud,  we 
slowed  down,  we  stopped,  and  there  was  still  some  shaking. 

JM:    Now  with  your  hands,  you  making  a  back  and  forth  motion. 

RD:    Yeah,  sort  of  rocking  like  this. 

JM:    Side  to  side  or  back  and  forth? 

RD:    Yes,  side  to  side. 

JN:   That  would  be  east  and  west  then,  more  than  north  and  south?  Would  you 
say  that? 

RD:  Yes. 

JN:    After  you  got  stopped,  it  was  still  shaking? 

RD:    Yes.  That's  when  I  was  concerned  that  I'm  not  going  to  step  out  and  take 
a  look.   I'm  going  to  get  out. 

JM:  Yeah,  that's  wise.   I  would  have  done  the  same  thing. 

RD:  My  wife  did  see  .... 

SD:  The  lamps,  the  poles  ... 

RD:  The  poles  on  the  freeway,  I  wasn't  concentrating. 

JM:  You're  motioning  from  side  to  side.  They're  swinging  pretty  violently? 

SD:    Yes.   Very  violently.   That's  when  I  know  that  I  feel  like  it's  an 

earthquake  and  I  was  telling  my  husband,  I'm  scared  that  the  whole  thing 
fall.   But  before  that,  I  was  doing  this,  then  we  can  decide  we  want  to  go 
...  get  out  of  car  or  still  stay  in  the  car.   It  happened  in  like  two 
seconds,  the  whole  thing  smoking,  so  then  we  didn't  get  out  of  the  car. 

RD:    We  can't  go  forward  any  more. 

JM:    But  you  saw  a  big  dust  cloud  ahead  of  you? 

RD:   That's  for  sure  and  we  heard  this  rumble.   I  know  I  said  this  already,  but 
as  we  were  slowing  down,  as  the  car  became  under  control,  we  then  were 
able  to  concentrate  and  hear  rumbles.   Right  after  the  rumbles,  kind  of 
like  thunder,  then  right  in  front  of  us  was  the  cloud.   You  just  see  gray 
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dusk  and  clouds  and  then  smoke  came  right  after  that,  black  smoke, 
billowing  smoke  came  right  after. 

JM:    Could  you  ...  was  there  any  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  bending 
or  doing  ...  any  of  the  roadway  ...  did  you  notice  that  the  roadway  in 
your  particular  section,  if  it  was  bending  or  rolling  or  doing  anything? 

RD:    I  couldn't  ...  I  didn't  see  anything.    I  didn't  see  any  of  the  road  bend 
per  se,  I  was  concentrating  more  on  the  car  and  the  control.   The  only 
feeling  I  got  was  from  what  the  car  was  responding  to  in  terms  of  the 
road. 

JM:       ...  you  said  you  saw  the  lights  standards  going  back  and  forth? 
SD:  Uh-huh. 

JM:    They  were  on  the  sides  of  the  freeway,  on  the  ...  near  the  guardrails? 

SD:    We  stopped  almost  to  the  very  right  lane  so  I  see  from  the  right,  just  on 
the  right  lane. 

JM:    On  the  right  side  of  the  freeway? 

SD:  Yeah. 

JM:    On  the  top  deck?   So,  that's  the  only  thing  you  noticed  about  the  motion 
of  the  freeway  structure?  How  long  would  you  say  that  that  lasted? 

SD:    About  two  seconds. 

JM:    That  was  pretty  violent  motion? 

SD:  Yes. 

JM:    Then,  after  you  got  off  the  freeway,  you  paralleled  the  west  side  of  the 
freeway  on  the  surface  street? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    Then,  you  found  another  place  to  get  on  eventually  to  come  back  home? 

RD:    Yeah.   We  actually  went  about  a  block  and  a  half  to  where  we  couldn't  go 
any  further.   Where  there  was  just  concrete  all  over  the  ground,  cars  and 
things,  and  we  could  only  make  a  right.   That's  where  it  took  us  out  of 
the  realm,  away  from  the  freeway.   But  we  were  sort  of  lost  on  the  west 
side,  eventually  going  south  and  sort  of  making  sort  of  a  half  circle, 
ending  up  back  going  underneath  the  freeway  at  some  further  point  down. 
That's  the  only  way  'cause  we  could  end  up  ... 

JM:    At  that  point  that  you  went  underneath  the  freeway,  there  was  no  debris  or 
anything?   It  was  all  clear  there? 

RD:    Yes.  That  was  probably  a  good  mile  down,  a  mile  or  mile  and  a  half. 
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JM:   That's  all  I  have  so  can  you  think  of  anything  else  that  you'd  like  to  add 
or  ... 

RD:    The  only  thing  that  I  can  say  is  the  vantage  where  we  normally  see  those, 
I  call  those  the  Oakland  "horses",  those  little  things  on  the  Oakland  pier 
where  they  stand  up  and  do  the  cranes  and  do  the  lifting,  I  normally  see 
that  on  the  right,  and  I  know  from  that  vantage  point,  see  here  on  the  map 
I  can't  tell  either,  but  from  there  we  can  tell  where  we  can  be  'cause  we 
didn't  see  it  yet  and  normally  you'll  see  it  as  you  come  further  down  the 
straightway  because  there's  like  something  blocking  the  view. 

JM:    I  understand,  I  know  what  you're  referring  to.  The  large  cranes  that  off 
load  the  ships? 

RD:    Yes,  at  the  Oakland  Port. 

JM:    They'd  be  off  to  your  right. 

RD:  Yes,  and  we  didn't  see  it  as  of  this  juncture  and  normally  it  would  be  a 
little  further  down  that  we  would  be  able  to  see  it.  If  that  would  help 
in  the  location  where  we  were  at. 

JM:    Well,  I  thank  you  very  much  and  I'll  turn  off  the  tape. 
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W-17.   ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski, 

#7739,  on  November  28,  1989,  at  approximately  0928  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SK:  Investigator  Kowalewski ,  CHP 
FD: 

SK:    First  of  all,  I  have  your  name  as 
FD:  Correct. 

SK:    Do  you  have  a  middle  name,  sir? 
FD: 

SK:    I  know  I  have  your  correct  phone  number.   Do  you  have  a  residence  address 
I  could  use,  sir? 

FD: 

SK:    Your  birthdate,  sir? 


SK:    Do  you  know  your  California  driver's  license  number? 
FD:    I  do  not. 

SK:    I  can  get  it.   We  have  a  series  of  questions  here  on  a  form.   I  might  just 
run  through  those  real  quick.   How  often  do  you  travel  near  the  Nimitz 
Freeway?   I  know  you  weren't  on  the  freeway  itself,  I  guess,  is  that 
correct? 

FD:    Yes,  that's  ... 

SK:    Well,  just  tell  me  in  your  own  words  what  you  remember  of  the  incident. 
Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  hit? 

FD:    I  would  say  I  was  off  the  double  decker  section  approximately  three  to 
five  seconds,  and  I  was  in  stop  and  go  traffic  on  the  down  ramp,  just 
before  the  580  overpass,  as  above  me  so  I  was  in  between  580  and  the 
Cypress  Structure.    I  think  it  was  still  on  an  elevated  portion  of  the 
Cypress  section  but  I  was  just  beyond  the  double  decker  portion  travelling 
toward  the  Richmond/San  Rafael  bridge.   I  was  going  home  that  night. 

SK:    Where  were  you  travelling  from? 

FD:  I  was  trying  a  case  in  Oakland. 

SK:    So  that  you  were  actually  on,  you  had  actually  been  on  the  Nimitz  freeway? 
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FD:    Yes,  I  got  on  Jackson  and  went  under  880. 

SK:    What  was  your  first  clue  that  something  was  wrong? 

FD:    Oh,  well,  I  was  stopped  bumper  to  bumper  where  they  come  in,  they  merge  in 
...  so  I  was  actually  stopped  and  I  was  jolted  back  and  forth  in  my  car. 

SK:    Did  you  think  it  was  an  earthquake  then  or  were  you  sure? 

FD:    Oh,  I  knew  immediately.   Oh,  and  I  also  knew,  because  I  was  listening  to 
the  radio  and  at  NPR(?)  the  guy  goes  Oh,  we're  having  an  earthquake. 
Bingo!  The  station  goes  off  so  I  knew  it  right  away. 

SK:    Prior  to  this  backup  at  the  merge  point  there,  how  heavy  was  the  traffic 
in  your  opinion? 

FD:    Very  light.   The  lightest  I've  ever  remembered  it.   Don't  ask  me  how  fast 
I  was  going. 

SK:    I  won't.   Do  you  remember  which  of  the  ...  was  that  a  two  lane  connecter 
that  you  were  on? 

FD:  I  was  on  the  two  lane  connecter  going  to  80  east,  yes. 

SK:  Which  one  of  the  two  lanes  were  you  in,  the  right  hand  or  the  left  hand? 

FD:  The  left  hand. 

SK:  You  were  just  prior  to  where  it  merges,  is  that  correct? 

FD:    Just  prior  to  where  it  merges,  right.   I  wasn't  quite  down  at  the  bottom 
of  it  and  I  saw  chips  of  concrete  fall  off  the  580  structure  above  me. 

SK:    Did  any  of  those  damage  your  car  or  anything? 

FD:    No.   But  I  knew  there  was  some  real  serious  damage  when  that  happened. 
SK:    Yes.   How  many  people  in  your  vehicle? 
FD:    Just  myself. 

SK:    Did  you  notice  any  other  problems  with  any  other  cars  around  you?  How 
were  they?  Were  they  moving  or  did  you  notice  that? 

FD:    The  other  ...  no  I  didn't.   Everybody  just  seemed  just  to  be  merging.  We 
were  all  kind  of  stopped  and  it  only  lasted  about  15  seconds.   I  wouldn't 
go  under  5,  under  the  overpass.   I  just  kept  ...  I  was  about,  I  would  say 
the  front  of  my  car  was  just  ...  if  580  had  fallen  down  straight,  it  would 
have  been  just  miss  the  front  of  my  car.   So,  I  stopped  and  I  just  held  on 
the  ...  I  was  stopped.    I  didn't  go  forward  for  the  15  seconds  and  by  that 
time  the  cars  ahead  of  me  had  moved  about  what,  about  a  hundred  feet.  As 
soon  as  it  stopped,  I  quickly  gunned  it  and  got  through  ... 
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SK: 

You  never  got  out  of  your  vehicle  then? 

FD: 

No. 

SK: 

How  would  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  earthquake? 

FD: 

I  was  jolted  where  I  was.   It  was  severe  and  I  was  jolted  first  back 
against  the  side  of  my  car  then  against  the  arm  rest.   It  was  most  severe 
I've  ever  been  in. 

SK: 

Do  you  normally  wear  glasses  when  you're  driving? 

FD: 

I  do  not. 

SK: 

Were  you  in  good  health  at  the  time  of  this  incident? 

FD: 

Yes,  I  believe  so. 

SK: 

I  assume  you  had  not  taken  any  alcoholic  beverages  or  drugs  when  you're 
driving? 

FD: 

That  is  correct. 

SK: 

Was  your  vehicle  in  good  mechanical  condition? 

FD: 

Yes. 

SK: 

Did  you  witness  any  persons  who  did  anything  that  might  be  considered 
heroic  or  commendable? 

FD: 

Unfortunately  not,  no. 

SK: 

Were  you  wearing  your  safety  belt  or  shoulder  harness  at  the  time? 

FD: 

Absolutely. 

SK: 

Do  you  think  that  was  a  factor  in  your  case? 

FD: 

No. 

SK: 

I  think  I  have  everything  that's  on  the  form  here.    It  was  just  real  quick 
and  it  was  a  bunch  of  questions  we  wanted  to  make  sure  we  had  a  clear 
answer  on.   Now  as  I  understand  it,  I  just  want  to  clarify  your  location. 
You  had  been  travelling  north  under  the  Nimitz  Freeway? 

FD: 

Yes. 

SK: 

a  a  t      •        ■                          tii                          ■                          ■    1               V                                II                          1     •                            %  1                                            a         a      •                   a    f           a  a 

Which  would  have  been  the  lower  deck  section.   You  were  taking  that  two 
lane  connecter  which  takes  you  out  towards  Berkeley? 

FD: 

Yes. 

SK: 

Out  towards  Interstate  80,  I  guess  it  is. 
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FD:  Exactly. 

SK:    You  had  to  stop  due  to  the  merging  of  traffic  there,  I  guess  the  traffic 
that  comes  on  from  580? 

FD:    580  and  880  merge  right  there,  yeah,  and  I  was  just  before  the  merging. 

SK:    That's  ...  when  you  had  stopped  there,  that's  when  you  felt  the 
earthquake? 

FD:  Um-hum. 

SK:  I  really  appreciate  your  time. 

FD:  Well ,  you're  welcome. 

SK:  Thank  you  very  much.  Bye. 
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W-18,     ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski,  #7739, 

on  November  29,  1989,  at  approximately  0610  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
in  a  CHP  vehicle.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SK:  Investiqator  Steve  Kowalewski,  CHP 
JE: 


SK:    Can  you  just  tell  us  in  your  own  words  what  you  remember.   Where  you  were 
at  when  the  earthquake  hit  and  what  vou  saw. 

JE:    I  was  going  up  to  park  my  truck.       .  was  parking  my  work  truck,  and  I 
was  in  my  pickup.    I  was  going  to  pick  him  up  when  he  parked  the  work 
truck    B«»tween  the  buildings  there,  the  ground  started  to  shake  a  little 
bit.        '  was  just  backing  the  bobtail  in  and  I  was  in  my  pickup.   So,  I 
went  right  on  past  him  and  got  to  the  front  gate  in  time  to  see  the 
freeway  collapse.   Saw  three  flashes  come  off  the  top  of  the  freeway.  Ran 
over  and  saw  what  I  could  do  after  it  kind  of  struck  me  what  was  going 
on.   Saw  one  guy  in  a  rider  bobtail  that  was  crushed  and  there  wasn't 
nothing  I  could  do  for  him.  Went  to  the  next  guy,  a  tractor-trailer  and 
he  was  pinned  inside.   Saw  he  was  still  alive,  so  I  kind  of  checked  him. 
There  was  another  guy  in  a  tractor-trailer  and  we  got  him  out  and  got  him 
on  the  sidewalk,  checked  to  see  what  they  were  hauling.   One  of  them  was 
hauling  paint  so  I  tried  to  make  sure  nobody  was  smoking  around  there. 
Went  back  to  the  guy  that  was  trapped  and  checked  him,  saw  he  wasn't 
bleeding,  that  I  could  see  anywhere  major.   He  had  feeling  in  his  legs. 
He  was  pinned  in  the  seat  with  the  bumper  had  come  up  and  wrapped  the 
floorboards  around  his  feet  and  he  was  still  strapped  in  his  seat.   He  had 
his  seatbelt  on. 

SK:  Were  these  all  rigs  that  came  off  the  top,  do  you  think? 

JE:  Yeah,  they  were  down  here  by  the 

SK:  Your  business  here  at 

JE:  Yeah,  it  runs  from 

SK:  That's  on  the 

JE:  Yeah,  the 

SK:  Were  there  other  guys  from  your  company  here  that  were  with  you? 

JE:    Yeah,  there  was.   Well,  not  right  at  the  time.   There  was  one  of  the 

warehousemen  that  was  with  me  to  start  with.  1  Then,  I  stayed 

over  there,  and  I  understand  that  '  and  several 

other  guys  took  the  ladder  out  and  they  were  getting  people  off  the  top 
deck.   Or  what  used  to  be  the  top  deck. 

SK:    They  got  the  ladder  from  the  business  here,  huh? 
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JE:  Yeah,  it  came  from  out  of  the  warehouse. 
SK:   This  is 


SK:   r_  What  was  the  very  first  thing  that,  the 

first  indication  you  had  that  there  was  an  earthquake? 

JE:    I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire  on  the  back  of  my  truck,  the  way  it  started  to 
wobble.   I  realized  that  it  wasn't  a  flat  tire,  so  I  just  kept  going  on 
through  the  parking  lot  up  to  the  gate.   I  rounded  the  corner  just  as 
everything  was  coming  down.   I  was  on  the  other  end  of  this  building,  this 
driveway  runs  clear  through. 

SK:  Can  you  describe  the  motion  that  the  earthquake  right  here  at  this  spot 
where  you  felt  it?  How  did  the  motion  feel  to  you?  Was  it  more  side  to 
side  or  up  and  down? 

JE:    Side  to  side. 

SK:    You've  been  coming  down  here,  you  work  down  here,  you've  been  working  down 
here  for  what?  did  you  say? 

JE:    Well,  I  started  when  we  were  in  the  other  building  in  '77  and  they  moved 
us  to      ,  back  over  here  in  '83  in  this  building. 

SK:    Just  pausing  here  to  look  at  some  of  the  other  questions.   Most  of  them 
don't  apply  to  you.   Now  you  mentioned  there  was  a  paint  truck,  was  that 
that  truck  that  had  all  the  Super-Cal  or  something  written  on  the  side  of 
the  van? 

JE:    I  think  that  Super-Cal  I  believe  was  hauling  shoes  and  wine.   I  think  it 
was  a  Zellerbach  rig  but  I,  it  happened  ... 

SK:    How  about  a  little  bit  further  description  of  any  of  the  other  trucks  that 
you  saw  there. 

JE:    The  Ryder  truck  was  just  totally  mashed. 

SK:    I  know  which  one  that  one  is  for  sure. 

JE:    I  checked  the  guys  ...  I  felt  for  a  pulse  in  the  guy's  neck  and  I  felt 
none. 

SK:  Nothing  at  all? 
JE:    Nothing  at  all . 

JE:    So,  I  figured  he  was  gone  when  he  hit. 

SK:    How  about  the  other  guy  that  was  trapped  in  there?  Do  you  remember  what 
kind  of  truck  that  was? 
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JE:    I  think  that  was  a  Super-Cal .   It  was  a  tractor-trailer.   He's  the  one  I 
saw  his  picture  on  the  front  page  of  the  County  Times  later.  Mike 
somebody. 

SK:    Let  me  see  if  I  have  all  the  blanks  filled  in  here.   Do  you  know  your  ... 
you  don't  have  a  business  phone  here,  do  you? 

JE:    Yeah,  until  Friday.   Friday  is  when  we're  out  the  gate. 

SK:    Friday  is  your  last  day.   We  won't  even  bother  then.   Well,  go  ahead  and 
give  it  to  me  just  for  the  record  anyway,  what  the  business  phone  is  here. 

JE: 

SK:    Do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number? 

JE:    Yes,  sir. 

SK:    Your  birthdate? 


SK:    That's  all  we  have  I  think  for  the  record,  and  I  don't  know  if  any  of  the 
other  officers  or  anybody  talked  to  you  and  told  you  thanks  for  coming 
down  here,  and  trying  to  help  out,  but  we  do  appreciate  it.    It's  really 
pretty  nice  to  have  everybody  jump  in. 

JE:    Something  we  had  to  do.   Was  like  if  I  was  there  I'd  want  somebody  to  help 
me. 

SK:    Yes  sir,  you  sure  would. 
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W-19,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Len  Silva,  #7924,  on 

November  29,  1989,  at  approximately  1350  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

LS:  Investigator  Len  Silva,  CHP 
KE 

LS:  you  were  driving  where  on  the  afternoon  of  the  earthquake? 

KE:    I  was  driving  on  the  Highway  880  through  the  Cypress  Structure, 

northbound.  I  was  on  the  lower  level  and  I  was  approaching  the  transition 
to  Highway  80,  at  the  time  that  the  earthquake  started. 

LS:  How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

KE:  Almost  every  afternoon,    rd  say  three  days  a  week  after  work. 

LS:  So,  you  were  going  toward  where,  Vallejo? 

KE:  Yes,  yes  sir. 

LS:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic?  What  was  the  traffic  condition  that  afternoon? 

KE:  The  traffic  was  unusually  light.   Really  light  that  afternoon. 

LS:    Did  you  see  any  reasons  for  that?   I  mean  were  there  some  problems  with 
the  ...  that  you  saw  in  the  roadway?  Some  obstruction  on  the  roadway  or 
did  you  think  it  was  just  the  world  series  or  something? 

KE:    I  thought  it  was  the  world  series. 

LS:    What  lane  were  you  in  when  it  happened? 

KE:    At  the  time  that  the  earthquake  started  to  shake,  I  was  not  in  the  ...  the 
furthest  lane  to  the  right  would  be  where  the  traffic  is  merging,  is 
coming  on,  there  is  an  on-ramp  at  that  point  and  I  was  in  the  lane  next  to 
that  second  from  the  right.   What  number  lane  it  is,  I  don't  know? 

LS:    How  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going? 

KE:  55. 

LS:  55? 

KE:    Yeah,  50  maybe.   About  50  I  suppose  'cause  I  was  approaching  the 
transition  so  ... 

LS:    Were  you  alone  in  your  vehicle? 

KE:    Yes,  I  was. 
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LS:   Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  started? 

KE:    I  would  say  I  was  just  at  the  point  where  you  come  out  from  underneath  the 
top  structure.   So,  I  would  be  right  next  to  where,  I  think  it's  the 
Cypress  on-ramp.   I  was  right  next  to  where  that  Cypress  on-ramp  merges 
onto  the  freeway. 

LS:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  on  the  freeway  that  were  near 
you? 

KE:    I  do  recall  that  there  was  a  conspicuous  looking  truck  that  had  just,  I 
don't  know  if  he  had  just  come  onto  the  freeway  at  the  Cypress  on-ramp  or 
if  he  had,  if  he  was  behind  me  and  was  passing  me,  but  he  was  overtaking 
me,  he  was  a  little  ahead  of  me  in  the  farthest  right  lane.   I  noticed  his 
brake  lights  at  the  same  time  I  began  to  feel  the  motion. 

LS:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  there  was  something? 

KE:    Well,  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.   It  felt  squishy,  up  and  down. 

LS:  So,  were  you  able  to  tell  like  which  tire  it  was  or  did  you  feel  like  it 
was  all? 

KE:  My  first  thought  was  that  it  was  the  driver's  rear  tire.  But  then  I'm  a 
native  Californian  and  I,  that  was  the  first  instantaneous  thought,  and 
then  the  second  was  the  recognition  that  it  was  an  earthquake. 

LS:    So,  what  did  you  do  to  try  to  correct  the  condition,  your  flat  tires? 

KE:   Well,  I  was  drifting,  the  car  wanted  to  drift  to  the  left,  but  at  the  same 
time,  everybody  on  the  freeway  that  was  ahead  of  me  was  stopping  and  so  I 
applied  the  brake  and  came  to  a  very  rapid  stop.   I  didn't  lock  my  wheels 
or  anything  but  came  ...  stopped  very  quickly.  At  that  point,  I  was 
underneath,  there  is  a  sign  that  tells  you,  you  can  go  to  Berkeley  if  you 
go  in  this  lane  I  was  underneath  that  sign  and  I  wanted  to  ...  it  was 
shaking  front,  forward  and  back  kind  of  dramatically  and  I  didn't  want  to 
be  underneath  the  sign,  so  I  let  the  car  roll  a  little  bit  up  and  then 
stopped  the  car. 

LS:   What  did  other  vehicles  that  were  around  you  do? 

KE:    Everybody  was  stopping.  Those  that  could,  were  getting  onto  the  shoulder 
it  looked  like  ...  onto  the  right  shoulder  ...  that  were  up  ahead.  There 
wasn't  any  shoulder  right  next  to  me,  but  those  that  were  a  little  farther 
along  were  pulling  to  the  right  or,  I  would  say  many  drivers  left  their 
vehicles,  got  out  of  their  vehicles. 

LS:    Did  you,  I  mean,  you  didn't  collide  with  anything  or  ... 

KE:  No. 

LS:    You  just  came  to  a  stop? 
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KE:    I  came  to  a  stop. 

LS:    So,  what,  I  mean  how  did  you  know  that  the  Cypress  Structure  was  falling? 

KE:    You  could  hear  the  noise  and  I  got  out  of  my  vehicle  also. 

LS:    I  mean,  was  that  the  first  think,  was  the  noise  or  did  you  see  something? 

KE:    The  first  indication  was  the  noise. 

LS:    What  did  it  sound  like? 

KE:    Like,  like  thunder  only  more  even,  more  continuous,  more  even  as  opposed 
to  any  kind  of  crescendo.    It  didn't  build  up  to  anything,  it  was  an  even 
rumble. 

LS:    What  did  you  actually  visually  see? 

KE:    Dust  mostly,  and  the  notice  that  the  section  that  was  nearest  to  me,  but  a 
ways  back.    I'm  trying  to  see  ...  if  you  get  out  of  where  I  was,  if  you 
can  image  where  I  was,  if  you  get  out  of  your  car  and  look  back,  the 
freeway  curves  away  to  the  right.   As  you're  looking  back  and  the  section 
that  was  furthest,  but  still  in  my  view  was  gone. 

LS:    You  didn't  see  that  until  all  the  smoke  had  cleared  away? 

KE:    Yeah,  you  could  see  that  it  was  gone  while  there  was  still  dust  and  ... 

LS:    Did  you  see  any,  I  mean  were  you  able  to  see  any,  what  happened  to  any  of 
the  cars  on  the  structure? 

KE:    No,  there  was  a,  like  a  maroon  colored  car  behind  me  that  I  just  recall 
the  driver  out  of  his  car  also  and  just  kind  of  shaking  his  head  like, 
wow!   But  I  didn't  notice,  in  fact  it  didn't  occur  to  me  that  there  was 
any  kind  of  a  real  disaster,  I  guess.   I  didn't  feel  that  at  the  time.  It 
just  ... 

LS:    But  you  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 

KE:    Yes,  I  definitely  realized  it  was  an  earthquake,  and  I  assumed  that  there 
was  something,  obviously  that  there  was  some  section  of  the  freeway  that 
had  fallen.   I  guess  I  didn't  really  think  of  it  as  the  whole  freeway 
collapsing  though.    It  didn't  seem  like  it  at  the  time  until  I  got  home 
and  saw  pictures. 

LS:    So,  you  just  continued  on  the  freeway  after  that? 

KE:    Yeah,  I  got  off,  I  got  back  in  the  car  and  got  off  at  Powell  Street,  used 
the  telephone  or  tried  to  use  the  telephone.   Then,  I  got  back  on  at 
Powell  Street  and  continued  up  Highway  80  and  went  all  the  way  home. 

LS:    Did  you  use  the  telephone  to  call  home  or  ... 

 :  
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KE:   Yeah,  I  tried  to. 

LS:    The  rest  of  the  vehicles  around  you  did  the  same  thing? 

KE:    Yeah,  seemed  like  quite  a  few  people  either  stayed  over  off  on  the 
shoulder.  As  I  got  back  into  my  vehicle,  I  was  out  of  the  vehicle  for 
maybe  ten  seconds  or  something,  just  got  out  looked  back  and  went,  "Oh", 
and  got  back  into  the  car  and  proceeded  on  forwarded.   By  then  the 
earthquake  had  stopped,  and  I  got  off  Powell  Street,  because  I  was 
suspecting  that  there  might  be  an  aftershock  or  something.   But  it  seemed 
like  a  lot  of  people  stayed  over  on  the  shoulder  or  got  off  the  freeway, 
because  when  I  got  back  on  maybe  four  or  five  minutes  later,  there  was 
much  less  traffic  and  even  still  a  couple  of  people,  a  couple  of  trucks  or 
people  pulled  off  to  the  side.   It  seemed  like  there  were  a  couple  of 
trucks  that  I  passed  that  were  checking  loads  and  things  like  that. 

LS:    How  would  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

KE:    Side  to  side. 

LS:    Side  to  side? 

KE:  Yeah. 

LS:    Was  it  pretty  violent? 

KE:    Yeah.  Violent  and  longer  than  usual . 

LS:   Did  you  see  anything  moving  or  ... 

KE:   The  light  standards  and  the,  that  sign,  I  don't  know  what  you  guys  call 
it,  but  the  sign  that  was  moving  forward  and  back  towards  the  direction 
the  sign  displays  in  the  back.  Most  of  the  lights  standards  that  were  to 
the  right  were  shaking  side  to  side,  toward  the  bay  and  then  back  away. 

LS:   When  you  were  in  your  car,  did  you  have  your  seat belt  on? 

KE:    Yes,  I  did. 

LS:    So,  I  mean,  you  weren't  injured  or  anything? 
KE:  No. 

LS:    No  one  was  around  you  that  was  injured? 

KE:    No.  No  one.   I  didn't  see  anybody  bump  into  anybody.   People  that  were 
off  on  the  shoulder,  even  a  car  that  I  recall  that  was  a  ways  up  in  front 
of  the  truck  that  was  to  my  right,  went  from  the  lane  I  was  to  the  right 
across  in  front  of  the  truck  but  a  ways  out  in  front  of  him  but  just  cut 
sharply  over  to  the  shoulder  but  it  seemed  to  do  so  voluntarily.  It 
didn't  seem  like  he  was  shaking  that  way.   He  didn't  lose  control  of  the 
vehicle.  Didn't  see  anybody  that  lost  control  really. 
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LS:    Can  you,  can  you  think  of  anything  else  you  want  to  add  or  ... 

KE:    No,  not  really.    I  think  I  remember  telling  the  first  officer  that 

interviewed  me,  that  I  guessed  that  there  were  about  80  cars,  that  if  I 
had  to  make  a  guess,  I  would  have  guessed  there  were  80  cars  in  the  span 
that  fell.   The  traffic  was  exceptionally  light  but  it  was  moving  at  or 
above  the  limit.   The  entire  stretch  through  from  where  you  actually 
underneath,  you're  on  a  lower  deck  to  the  point  where  I  come  out.    It  was 
...  most  people  were  in  the  two  right  lanes.   Very  few  people  in  the  left 
lane. 

LS:    You  didn't  see  any  kind  of  obstruction,  so  you  think  it  was  just  the  world 
series? 

KE:    Yeah,  there  was  no  obstruction.   880  through  southeast  Oakland,  leading 
toward  the  structure,  was  also  very  light.   Unusually  light. 

LS:  Yeah,  traffic  proportionately  was  light  that  day  it  seems  like. 

KE:  Yeah,  it  seems  like  it. 

LS:  Well,  I  thank  you  for  your  time. 

KE:  Yes,  sir. 

LS:  I'll  end  the  interview  now. 
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W-20,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  11,  1989,  at  approximately  0825  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
JF: 

PW:  could  you  state  your  name  and  spell  your  last  name  please? 

JF:    My  name  is 

PW:    You  are  aware  you're  being  taped? 
JF:    Where  am  I? 

PW:    No.   You  are  aware  that  you  are  being  taped? 

JF:    Oh.   Yes,  I  am. 

PW:    Your  current  address  is? 

JF: 

PW:    Your  home  phone  number? 
JF: 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  I  have  here  as 
JF:    That's  correct. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  take  you  back  to  October  17th. 
JF:    Oh,  no! 

PW:    Oh  yes!   The  day  of  the  earthquake.   Before  ...  prior  to  the  earthquake, 
where  were  you  at  that  time? 

JF:  Right  before  the  earthquake? 

PW:  Yes. 

JF:  I  was  driving  down  80  and  I  had  just  gotten  on  to  880  from  80. 

PW:  What  direction  were  you  going? 

JF:  Oh,  shoot,  I  don't  know. 

PW:  I  note  here  that  you  were  southbound  on  Interstate  880.    Is  that  correct? 
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JF:  I  was  going  from  the  Berkeley  area  towards  the  Hayward  area. 

PW:  So,  you'd  be  southbound  on  the  top  deck? 

JF:  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in? 

JF:  I  was  in  the  fast  lane. 

PW:  How  was  your  speed  compared  to  the  rest  of  traffic?  Were  you  ... 

JF:  Oh,  it  was  comparable.   The  same  about. 

PW:  About  what  approximately  what  speed  was  that? 

JF:  Oh,  I  think  it  must  have  been  around  60  or  so. 

PW:  How  was  the  traffic  like  at  that  time? 

JF:  Oh,  it  was  relatively  light. 

PW:  Is  that  normal? 

JF:  Yeah.   Once  you  get  onto  880,  it's  relatively  light. 

PW:    When  you  say  light,  is  there  ...  how  many  cars  were  to  the  front  and  to 
the  side? 

JF:    Oh,  I  think  there  was  a  couple  of  cars  next  to  me  and  I'd  say  maybe  five 
or  six  cars  ahead  of  me. 

PW:    How  far  in  front  approximately? 

JF:    Oh,  maybe  I'd  say,  shoot,  I  don't  know  how  to  judge  stuff  like  that. 
Maybe  50  yards  or  so? 

PW:    Where  were  you  approximately  on  880  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

JF:    Oh,  I  was,  like  I  said,  I'd  just  gotten  onto  880  and  I  know  there  was  the 
first  exit  on  880.  That's  about  where  I  was.   I  couldn't  tell  you  ... 

PW:    That  was  what?  32nd  or  something? 

JF:    I  couldn't  tell  you  which  exit  it  was.   It  was  the  first  one  once  you  get 
on  880  though. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  thing  you  felt? 

JF:    I  felt  my  car  was  going  out  of  control  and  I  was  bouncing  around  the 
road.   I  thought  maybe  one  of  my  tires  was  falling  off.   So,  I  stopped. 

PW:    Right  there  in  the  lane,  or  ... 


: 
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JF:  Yes,  urn-hum.   By  that  point,  everybody  was  stopping. 

PW:  What  kind  of  motion  you  felt,  besides  you  felt  it  was  a  flat  tire  you  had? 

JF:  Well,  my  car  was  kind  of  bouncing  into  the  lane  next  to  me. 

PW:  Is  that  right? 

JF:  Uh-huh,  it  was,  it  really  was.   That's  why  I  decided  to  stop. 

PW:  Did  it  shift  you  from  your  lane  to  the  next? 

JF:  Kind  of,  but  not  all  at  once  or  anything.   But  it  was  shifting  me,  my  car 
was  going  out  of  control. 

PW:    When  you  said  bouncing,  was  it  up  and  down  motion  you  felt? 

JF:    Not  really.    I  don't  know  how  to  explain  it.    I  was  driving  at  the  time  so 

•  •  • 

PW:    Uh-huh.   Felt  like  a  flat  tire? 

JF:    But  my  car  was  like  being  pulled  into  the  other  lane.   I  mean,  I  can't  say 
1t  was  actually  bouncing  off  the  ground  or  anything. 

PW:    Did  you  brake  immediately? 

JF:    Yeah.   By  that  point,  yes. 

PW:    You  saw  the  other  vehicles  do  the  same  thing? 

JF:    Uh-huh.   Well,  not  in  front  of  me  really.    I  was  ...  but  behind  me,  I 
could  tell.   Because  when  I  stopped,  I  wanted  to  make  sure  nobody  was 
going  to  hit  me  from  behind  and  I  noticed  that  everybody  was  stopping 
behind  me. 

PW:    At  that  point,  did  you  realize  there  was  something  other  than  your  tires? 

JF:    No.    I  didn't  realize  that  it  was  an  earthquake  until  after  I  was  even  off 
the  freeway  and  on  my  way  home. 

PW:    You  came  to  stop  in  the  fast  lane  that  you  was  on? 

JF:    By  that  point,  I  think  I  was  in  the  second  to  the  ...  the  lane  right  next 
to  the  fast  lane. 

PW:  The  number  two  lane? 

JF:  Uh-huh. 

PW:  Once  you  stopped,  the  cars  behind  you  stopped  also? 

JF:  Yes. 
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PW:  Did  you  feel  any  other  type  of  movement  or  motion? 

JF:  No. 

PW:  From  that  point? 

JF:  No. 

PW:  What  was  the  first  indication  that  there  was  an  earthquake? 

JF:   Well,  after  I  stopped  and  the  freeway  fell.   I  didn't  ...  I  just  thought 
the  freeway  had  fallen  for  some  reason.   I  didn't  realize  it  was  an 
earthquake  until  I  heard  on  the  radio  going  home. 

PW:    Did  you  actually  ...  before  you  saw  the  front  of  the  freeway  structure 
fall  down,  did  you  see  any  type  of  motion  in  front  from  the  structure 
itself? 

JF:   Well,  I  can  explain  how  it  fell.  The  pillars  just  gave  out  first.  Then, 
the  roadway  dropped  and  all  the  cars  fell  on  top  of  it. 

PW:    You  actually  saw  the  pillars  ... 

JF:    They  just  shattered.   It  was  amazing. 

PW:    When  you  say  shattered,  you  mean  the  concrete  just  broke  apart,  or  ... 

JF:    Yeah,  yeah.   It  was  kind  of  like  watching  on  old  movies  or  whatever  when 
they  destroy  a  building?   It  was  a  lot  like  that. 

PW:  That's  after  you  were  stopped? 

JF:  Yes. 

PW:  Then,  you  saw  the  support  structures  cracking  apart? 

JF:  Yeah.   They  just  disintegrated  almost. 

PW:  How  far  away  did  the  freeway  structure  in  front  of  you  collapse? 

JF:  Oh,  it  was  right  in  front  of  me. 

PW:  Right  in  front  of  you? 

JF:  Yeah.   You  know,  I'd  say  30  feet. 

PW:  That  was  close. 

JF:  Yeah. 

PW:  Were  there  any  other  cars  in  front  of  you  at  that  point? 

JF:  No.   No  one  was  in  front  of  me. 
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PW:  That  was  fortunate.   This  was  at  the  start  of  the  Interstate  880  freeway? 

JF:  Um-hum. 

PW:  That's  at  the  north  end,  right  around  33rd  or  32nd? 

JF:  That's  right  where  everything  ...  all  the  overpasses  and  getting  onto  the 
Bay  Bridge  and  ... 

PW:  You  were  driving  your 

JF:  Yes,  that's  correct. 

PW:  At  that  point  when  you  came  to  stop,  were  they  any  cars  to  your  right  or 
left? 

JF:  There  was  a  couple,  yes. 

PW:  What  ...  do  you  recall  what  type  of  cars  they  were? 

JF:  Oh,  shoot!    I  think  there  was  a  little  Toyota  truck  maybe. 

PW:  What  color  was  that? 

JF:  I  think  it  was  yellow. 

PW:  Any  other  cars? 

JF:  Oh,  I  couldn't  tell  you  what  they  looked  like.    I  guess  there  was  maybe 
one  in  the  slow  lane. 

PW:  You  weren't  hurt  from  the  incident,  were  you? 

JF:  No,  no. 

PW:  Quite  fortunate.   Did  you  see  any  cars  in  front  that  went  down  with  the 
structure? 

JF:  Oh,  I  could  see  a  few  on  down  the  way. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  which  cars  went  down,  or  what  type  of  cars? 

JF:  Oh,  no.    I  did  see  a  truck. 

PW:  A  big  truck? 

JF:  Uh-huh. 

PW:  That  went  what?  Down  with  the  collapse,  or  ... 

JF:  Uh-huh,  yes. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  color  that  truck  was? 
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JF:    No,  I  don't.   My  first  instinct  was  to  get  the  heck  out  of  there. 

PW:  Yeah?  Well,  I'd  do  the  same  thing.  When  you  stopped,  did  you  got  out  of 
your  car  or  ... 

JF:    Yes.   I  got  out  of  my  car,  I  was  going  to  run.   But  then  people  from 

behind  me  came  walking  up  so  I  ...  and  other  people  started  to  go  off  the 
off-ramp  to  get  off  the  freeway.   So,  I  got  back  in  my  car  and  ... 

PW:    Is  that  how  you  people  got  down  to  the  city  street,  was  by  the  off -ramp 
that  was  used? 

OF:    Uh-huh.   I  backed  up  maybe  I'd  say  oh,  shoot!   Maybe  25  yards  and  then  the 
exit  was  right  there. 

PW:    That  was  the  off-ramp  or  on-ramp. 

OF:    It  was  an  off -ramp. 

PW:    How  many  cars  went  off  with  you?  Do  you  remember? 
OF:    Oh,  tons! 
PW:  Tons? 

OF:  A  bunch.  I  mean  that  was  the  only  place  you  could  go,  because  all  these 
cars  were  probably  going  onto  880  not  realizing  what  was  happening.  I'm 
sure  many  did. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  seeing  motion  of  the  freeway  portion  that  collapsed  at  all? 
at  any  time? 

OF:  Not  the  actual  motion,  just  it  falling. 

PW:  You  saw  the  side  support  breaking  apart  and  then  the  ... 

OF:  Yeah. 

PW:  Then,  the  front  of  the  freeway  just  collapsed  completely  together  or  ... 

OF:  Well,  the  pillars  went  and  there  was  nothing  holding  the  upper  deck. 

PW:  It  just  came  down  flat,  or  ... 

OF:  It  came  down  in  a  domino  affect  sort  of. 

PW:  From  north  to  south  to  south  to  ... 

OF:  From  me  up. 

PW:  From  you  towards  ... 

OF:  Towards  ...  forward. 
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PW:    Which  is  from  north  to  south,  huh? 
JF:    I  couldn't  tell  you. 

PW:    You  were  headed  southbound,  so  you  said  from  where  you  were  it  collapsed 
first  where  you  were? 

JF:    Well,  it  seemed  to  fall  in  sections  away  from  me.    It  was  really  strange, 
I  didn't  hear  anything  really,  didn't  hear  it. 

PW:    Did  you  see  it  come  to  a  stop,  when  it  started  falling  like  the  domino 
effect? 

JF:    No,  I  couldn't,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  it  was  down. 

PW:    When  you  came  off  the  freeway,  did  you  stop  at  all?  Or  did  you  continue 
driving? 

JF:    I  continued  driving? 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  other  cars  up  there  that  were,  with  people  that  were 
trapped  or  injured  at  all?  Do  you  remember  seeing  something  like  that? 

JF:    No.    I  only  remember  seeing  a  few  cars  on  the  upper  deck  with  people.  I 
recall  seeing  people  actually  standing  on  the  upper  deck;  but  I  couldn't, 
because  of  the  visibility  see  the  lower  deck. 

PW:    A  couple  more  questions.   Do  you  recall  seeing  anybody  really  got  out  of 
their  car  and  went  over  and  climbed  the  structure,  or  went  over  to  help 
the  people  around  that  area? 

JF:    Oh  yeah!   There  was  many  people  running  around,  yeah. 

PW:    You  don't  recall  any  particular  person? 

JF:    No.   I  was  pretty  emotional  by  that  time. 

PW:  Well,  that's  ...  yeah, I  don't  blame  you.  It'd  hate  to  put  anybody  in  that 
same  position  you  went  through.   You  don't  need  glasses  to  drive,  do  you? 

JF:    No,  I  don't. 

PW:  You  haven't  taken  medication  or  anything  like  that  before  the  earthquake? 
JF:  Nope. 

PW:    How  is  your  health  overall? 
JF:    I'm  fine. 

PW:  Like  I  said,  we've  been  interviewing  a  lot  of  survivors  and  it  seemed  that 
emotion  wise,  people's  emotions  go  up  and  down  so  you  experienced  the  same 
thing. 
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JF:    Yeah.   Basically,  I  did.    I  went  through  the  ... 
PW:    That's  the  normal  so  ... 

JF:    I  went  through  a  few  days  of  headaches  and  the  whole  bit. 

PW:    Yeah,  I  imagine.   But  is  there  anything  else  you'd  like  to  add, 
before  I  conclude  this  interview? 

JF:    No,  no,  no. 

PW:    Really  appreciate  your  time.   Hate  to  wake  you  up  this  early  in  the 
morning  to  interview  you. 

JF:    That's  OK. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  0838  hours.   Thank  you. 
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W-21  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  No»'«»"hor  lfi-  1989.  at  aDDroximately  1425  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investiaator  Saiiv  Mitchell,  CHP 
GG: 

SM:    I'm  just  going  to  place  this  right  here,  and  just  go  ahead  and  relate  to 
me  what  happened. 

GG:    I  was  travelling  northbound  880,  just  past  the  24,  Highway  24  exit.    I  was 
in  the  number  2  lane,  the  fast  lane  being  number  1.   I  was  travelling  a 
good  65  miles  an  hour,  in  a  hurry  to  get  home  to  the  ball  game.   Cars  were 
passing  me,  even  going  faster  in  the  fast  lane.   Suddenly  my  car  shook  so 
violently,  like  nothing  that  I've  felt  before.    It's  like  I  had  a 
blowout.    I've  never  experienced  a  blowout  in  my  vehicle,  I  swear  all  four 
of  my  tires  were  blown  out  at  this  point.   This  ...  I  know  that  freeway 
very  well,  I  travel  it  everyday.   I  see,  sometimes,  cars  stalled  in  there, 
and  they  jam  up  traffic,  there's  just  no  place  to  pull  over.   So,  the  only 
thing  in  my  mind  was  I  got  to  get  off  this  freeway.   The  very  next  thing, 
just  out  of  luck,  I  saw  the  Cypress  exit.    I  just  swerved  over  three  lanes 
of  traffic,  and  there  was  not  a  lot  of,  it  was,  traffic  was  very  spotty. 
There  wasn't  a  lot  of  cars  around.   I  did  cut  in  front  of  a  few,  but  I  had 
enough  just  to  look  over  my  shoulder  and  actually  swerve  off  to  get  off  of 
that  freeway.    I  come  down  to  the  bottom  there  and  there  was  a  light 
there.    It  wasn't  operating,  and  the  truck  in  the  center  ...  and  it  comes 
around  a  bend.   It  starts  to  curve,  and  then  you  start  to  head  down  the 
Cypress  Street.   I  stopped  my  vehicle  and  the  thing  just  kept  shaking  and 
shaking  like,  and  then  I  realized  this  is  an  earthquake  we're 
experiencing.   Ahead  of  me,  I  can  see  nothing  but  gray  dust,  just  a  cloud 
of  dust  like  a  fog  bank.  Then,  I  said,  "Oh,  my  God,  what's  going  on  up 
here."   I  thought  it  was  a  fire.   So,  then  I  continued  up  the  street,  past 
this  is  an  on-ramp,  this  is,  no  this  is  not,  is  this  an  on-ramp  here? 

SM:    So,  you  were  continuing  on  Cypress  past  14th  Street? 

GG:    Continued  past  14th  Street,  down  here,  and  this  is  where  I  started  to  go 
around  all  the  rubble  and  everything  that  was  in  the,  and  there  was  a  lot 
of  traffic.   The  street  was  pretty  open,  so  there's  a  few  people  on  the 
sidewalk  were  just  looking  up  at  this  thing.   I  continued  down  to  the 
corner  of  32nd  and  Cypress,  'cause  it  dead  ends,  and  there's  no  other 
place  to  go  except  up  there.  That  was  where  the  vehicle,  the  truck  began 
to  smoke  and  catch  fire  at  that  point.   I  think  it  was  this  one  here,  it 
was  underneath,  there  was  a  truck  in  there  that  started  smoking.  Got  out 
of  my  vehicle  there  on  the  corner  and  ... 

SM:    This  is  at  the  corner  of? 

GG:    32nd  and  Cypress.   The  four  people  on  the  top  deck  of  the,  there  was  a 
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California  Highway  Patrol  Officer  up  there.   I  think,  I  guess  his  vehicle 
was  up  there  'cause  he  was  up  there.   He  was  bending  down  asking  what  the 
side  street  was.   We  were  yelling  32nd.   Then,  the  people  all  around  him 
were  just  yelling  and  screaming  for  their  lives,  hanging  over  the  edge. 
By  that  time,  the  people  that  were  coming,  travelling  northbound  17,  had 
gotten  off  here  because  the  traffic,  I  guess  here,  started  backing  up,  so 
they  were  getting  off  here,  so  they  started  getting  jammed  up  here.   I  was 
just  very  fortunate  to  be  in  the  front  of  all  that,  and  I  escaped  by  32nd 
to  San  Pablo,  Market  to  San  Pablo.   Now  this  thing,  it  appeared  that  when 
I  came  down  the  street,  I  mean  once  I  got  into  this  fog  bank  and  was 
looking  up,  it  was  still  settling,  but  it  didn't  just  actually  ka-boom,  it 
just  kind  of  a  slow  smooshing  action.   It  didn't  just  go  ka-boom,  to  me 
and  to  what  I  ...  to  what  I,  once  I  got  up  to  this  point.   It  just  kind  of 
slowly  continued  to  come  down  and  to  settle.   Then,  the  rubble  was  rolling 
off. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 
GG:  Everyday. 

SM:    Do  you  normally  get  off  at,  you  normally  continue  over  the  Cypress 
Structure  right  onto  80? 

GG:    Right  onto  80.  That's  correct. 

SM:    So,  the  only  reason  that  you  got  off  was  because  you  thought  you  had 
something  wrong  with  your  tires. 

GG:    I  thought  I  had  four  blowouts,  the  thing  was  shaking  so  violently,  side  to 
side,  it  was  just  shaking.   My  whole  thing  was  going  like  this. 

SM:    Did  you  feel  like  you  had  control  of  it,  or  had  you  ... 

GG:    Well,  I,  my  car  slowed  down.   It  slowed  down  by  itself.   I  had  control  of 
my  vehicle  because  I  was,  while  it  was  wobbling,  I  was  able  to  look  over 
my  shoulder  and  get  off  that  exit.  Just,  I  mean  it  was  a  good  vertical 
off  that  freeway. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  any  other  cars  around  you  and  what  they  did,  the  cars  around 
you  at  all? 

GG:    I  don't  recall.  There  wasn't  a  lot  of  traffic.   It  was  very  spotty.  But 
I  do  remember  there  was  a  lot  of  cars  that  were  passing  me  up  doing  70 
miles  an  hour  plus  in  that  fast  lane,  because  I  was  doing  a  good  65  in  the 
mediocre  lane,  'cause  I  travel  it  everyday. 

SM:    Is  that  unusual  for  that  time  of  the  day?  Normally  people  go  that  fast? 

GG:    Yeah,  not  usually  going  that  fast,  no.   It's  55,  60  maximum.  Especially 
going  through  the  Cypress.  Then,  it  really  gets  thick  in  there,  and  it's 
50,  55,  because  people  switching  over  to  go  to  Berkeley  or  to  go  to  San 
Francisco. 


J.IFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

:-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-iis 


SM:    Going  northbound,  how  would  you  describe  the  traffic  normally,  like  once 
it  gets  into  the  Cypress  structure.   Is  it  crowded  bumper  to  bumper,  or  is 
there  spaces  between  cars? 

GG:    There's  a  good  two  or  three  spaces  between  cars  travelling  50  miles  an 
hour,  yes. 

SM:    All  four  lanes  are  pretty  well  filled? 

GG:    Yes.  They're  all  pretty  much.  Most  of  the  traffic  at  my  time  of  day,  I 
drive  through  there  between  5:30  and  6:00  p.m.    It  seems  like  most  of  the 
people  are  going  toward  Berkeley  way.   But  there  are  a  few  that  go  to  San 
Francisco,  but  most  of  the  traffic's  going  to  Berkeley  in  those  two  lanes 
that  are  to  the  outside. 

SM:    So,  that  the  traffic  then  on  this  day  was  just  a  lot  lighter  than  what  it 
normally  is? 

GG:    A  lot  lighter,  yes,  definitely. 

SM:  Can  you  recall  any  cars  specifically  that  passed  you  that  you  think  may 
have  went  into  that  section? 

GG:    No.    I  don't  remember  any  of  the  cars.    I  just  remember  them  speeding  by 
me,  and  I  was  thinking  to  myself,  "God,  these  people  either  got  to  be 
rushing  to  Candlestick  or  they're  just  in  a  hurry  like  me  to  get  home." 
But  I  do  remember  them  speeding,  and  there  was  room  to  speed.  Normally 
there  would  not  be. 

SM:    As  you  were  driving  along  Cypress  Street  paralleling  the  freeway,  did  you 
notice  any  of  the  structure  itself  start  to  sway  or  the  pillars  start  to 
come  down?  Did  you  observe  any  of  the  falling  of  the  structure  itself? 

GG:    It  just  was  settling.    It  was  more  like  a,  when  I  got  to  this  point,  it 
kept  coming  down  like  just  a  slow  smoosh.   Just  a  ...  just  started  to 
settle  and  rubble  was  rolling  off  of  what  had  already  fell. 

SM:    So,  did  it  seem  like  the  major  damage  had  already  happened  and  it  was  just 
kind  of  adjusting  itself? 

GG:  Yes,  yes.  'Cause  I  didn't  see  no  ka-boom  action.  I  saw  it  just  slowly 
...  once  I  got  into  the  fog,  then  I  was  unable  to  see  once  I  got  inside 
there. 

SM:    This  fog,  it  wasn't  really  fog,  you're  referring  to  the  smoke? 

GG:    It  was  the  dust.    It  was  the  dust  from  the  concrete.   Once  I  got  there 
'cause  my  eye,  I  wear  contacts  and  it  was  really  affecting  my  eyes  and  it 
was  all  over  my  car. 

SM:    How  was  the  street,  Cypress  Street?  Was  there  a  lot  of  rubble  in  the 
street,  or  ... 

.   :  — 
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GG:    Yeah,  yes.   There  was  a  lot  of  rubble  in  the  street  that  I  was  driving 
around  once  I  got  past  this  point.  The  rubble  started  coming,  I  made  my 
way  and  there  was  a  lot  of  people  on  the  sidewalk  but  there  was  no  cars, 
until  I  got  to  this  point.  Then,  the  cars  started  coming  up  behind  me. 

SM:    The  Highway  Patrol  that  you  referred  to,  uniformed  Highway  Patrol  Officer? 

GG:    Yes.   He  was  uniformed  and  he  was  on  his  walkie  talkie,  hanging  over  that 
edge  asking  the  people,  us  down  there,  what  side  street  that  was. 

SM:    That  was  on  the  top,  he  was  on  the  top  deck? 

GG:    Yes,  he  was  on  the  top  deck. 

SM:    Prior  to  leaving  your  work  place,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken 
any  kind  of  medication? 

GG:  No,  no. 

SM:  Don't  take  prescription  drugs  or  anything? 

GG:  No,   I  don't  take  drugs,  I  don't  drink,  I  don't  ... 

SM:  But  you  have  contact  lenses  and  you  were  wearing  them  at  the  time? 

GG:  Yes. 

SM:  That  takes  care  of  it.  That's  about  it.    I  appreciate  your  time.   At  this 
time  we're  going  to  terminate  the  interview. 
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W-22.  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  ID  #9945, 

on  December  9,  1989,  at  approximately  1305  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investiaator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
JG: 

RL:    If  you  would  Mr     could  you  describe  what  happened  on  the  day  of 

the  earthquake,  in  relation  to  the  Cypress  Structure? 

JG:    My  office  is  located  on  the  corner  of  I  was  on  my 

way  home  and  I  take  right  there.   What  was  it,  about  5,  a 

little  after  5  o'clock,  I  was  right  by  the  Cypress  Structure.   It  was  like 
...  this  was  my  first  earthquake  so  it  scared  me  to  death,  but  the  bridge 
did  a,  it  looked  like  a  wave  effect  and  a  boom,  boom,  boom.    It  pumped  and 
crackled  and  came  down.    I  stopped  and  that  was  about  it. 

RL:    About  how  far  were  you  from  the  structure? 

JG:    I  was  about,  what,  four  blocks. 

RL:    About  how  much  of  the  structure  did  you  see? 

JG:    I  saw  the  14th  right  there  at  14th,  that  structure  right  there  that  ... 
coming  down  and  then  ...  well,  right  there  at  the  14th,  a  little  past 
that. 

RL:    Could  you  see  the  traffic  on  the  freeway  from  where  you  were  at? 
JG:  Yes. 

RL:    Would  you  consider  that  traffic  light  or  moderate  or  heavy  for  that  time 
of  day? 

JG:    It  was  really  light  for  that  time  of  day.    I  mean  it  was  rush  hour.  Right 
there  where  I  was  looking,  there  weren't  very  many  cars. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

JG:    I  heard  a  loud  noise  to  my  right  and  I  had  no  idea  that  it  was  coming  down 
until  I  actually  saw. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

JG:    It  was  a  wave.    If  that  makes  any  sense. 

RL:   Was  this  wave  a  vertical  wave  or  a  horizontal  type  wave? 
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JG:    It  was  a  horizontal. 

RL:    In  other  words,  like  a  snake? 

JG:  Yeah. 

RL:    Then  approximately  how  many  miles,  or  half-mile,  could  you  see  of  the 

freeway,  when  you  observed  this  snake  like  appearance  that  you  described? 

JG:    I  take  that  back.   I  meant  horizontal  as  it  was  going,  I  guess  it  was  a 
vertical  then.  Not  the  snake. 

RL:    Vertical  meaning  like  wave  of  an  ocean? 

JG:    Yeah.   It  was  back,  well,  all  I  could  see  was  half  a  mile  from  where  I 
was.   I  mean  if  you  are  talking  in  half-mile  increments. 

RL:   You  could  see  approximately  a  half-mile  of  the  freeway? 

JG:  Yeah. 

RL:    How  high  would  you  say  these  waves  were? 

JG:    Not  more  than,  I  don't  know,  not  more  than  two  feet.   I  mean,  as  the 
concrete  moved. 

RL:    Did  you  see  the  waves  while  the  structure  was  intact  and  then  saw  the 
structure  fall? 

JG:   The  way  that  I  took  that  question  was,  was  it  like  an  ocean  then  fell? 
RL:  Correct. 

JG:    No.  The  structure  fell  on  a  wave.   Does  that  make  sense? 
RL:    Similar  to  a  domino  effect? 
JG:  Yes. 

RL:    In  which  direction  would  you  say  it  fell? 

JG:    Would  have  been  eastbound.   I  don't  know  my  directions  in  California.  I 
don't  know  if  told  you  or  not,  but  I'm  here  on  business  from 

Seattle. 

RL:    Did  it  start  from  like  14th  where  you  were  at  and  went  away  from  you? 
JG:    It  went  towards  23rd. 

RL:    I  don't  have  any  further  questions,  I  don't  think,  unless  you  have 

something  you'd  like  to  add  to  that.  This  interview  is  concluded  at  1310 
hours. 


: 
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W-23,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mingle,  #7207,  on 

Nm/pmhpr  17.  1989,  at  approximately  1525  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  Jim  Mingle,  CHP 
DH: 


JM:  would  you  just  state  your  name  for  the  tape? 

DH: 

JM:  I  understand  you  were  driving  your  car  southbound  on  Interstate  880, 

at  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 

DH:  Yes. 


JM:    Could  you  tell  me,  just  tell  me  what  occurred  first. 

DH:    At  first,  I  was  on  the  top  section  of  the  Cypress  Structure  and  my  car 
started  to  shake  side  to  side  and  I  thought  that  the  rear-end  was  coming 
out.   So,  I  looked  in  my  rearview  mirror  to  see  if  anybody  was  giving  me 
distance,  because  they  would  obviously  see  my  rear-end  drop  off.  Nobody 
was  there,  so  I  looked  to  the  right  to  make  sure  I  was  clear  'cause  I  was 
going  to  get  in  the  right  hand  lane  and  a  delivery  truck  almost  ran  into 
me  twice,  and  then  I  looked  in  front  and  I  saw  that  the  car  in  front  of  me 
was  swerving.    I  looked  at  the  sign  that  says  "Broadway/Alameda  Exit"  and 
it  was  flopping  back  and  forth.   At  that  time,  I  realized  it  was  an 
earthquake.    I  brought  my  car  to  a  stop,  because  the  people  in  front  of  me 
stopped  and  then  the  people  behind  me  started  going  by  about  80,  so  I  left 
the  scene  also. 


JM:    You  continued  southbound  then? 
DH:  Absolutely. 

JM:    You  describe  your  car  in  good  mechanical  condition  prior  to  the 
earthquake? 


DH:  Yes. 


JM:    Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  or  contacts  when  you  drive?  You  have 
good  vision? 


DH 


Excellent  vision. 


JM:  You're  in  good  health  are  you? 
DH:  Yes. 
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JM:   That  day,  were  you  taking  any  medication  or  drugs  or  alcohol? 
DH:    None  at  all . 

JM:    How  often  would  you  say  you  travel  that  route? 

DH:    That  route  I  travel  ...  I  grew  up  here  and  I  travel  there  ...  and  in  order 
to  get  to  where  I  work,  actually  to  get  to  the  place  where  I'm  dispatched 
from,  is  I  go  there  at  least  once  a  week.   I  have  to  travel  the  Cypress 
Structure  in  both  directions  at  least  once  a  week. 

JM:  You  were  travelling  south  on  the  top  deck? 

DH:  Yes. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  that  day? 

DH:  Light. 

JM:  Which  lane  were  you  in? 

DH:  The  fast  lane,  the  left  lane. 

JM:  The  left  lane?  About  what  speed  were  you  going? 

DH:  70. 

JM:  You  were  alone  in  your  car? 

DH:  Yes. 

JM:  You  mentioned  you  saw  the  Broadway  Exit.   Where  were  you  ...  could  you 
tell  me  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

DH:    Well,  it's  darn  hard  to  say.   But  I  was  ...  I  would  say  I  was  on  the 
straight  away  part  before  you  get  to  the  large  left  hand  sweeping  turn. 
So,  that's  when  things  started  to  shake  and  I  started  to  slow  down.  I 
would  say  that  I  was  200  yards  before  you  get  to  that  sign.   I  would  say 
that's  where  I  was.   That's  when  things  started  to  get  funny. 

JM:    The  sign  you're  referring  to  is  the  Broadway/Al ameda  Exit  sign? 

DH:  Right. 

JM:    Were  you  anywhere  near  the  24th  Street  off -ramp? 
DH:    No,  I  was  past  that. 

JM:    Past  that.  How  far  past  would  you  estimate? 

DH:    I  don't  know,  but  I  know  that  I  was  past  that  part  because  I  ...  for  years 
I  drove  from  here  to  that  exit,  taking  it  to  go  to  BART,  Oakland  west. 
So,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  was  probably  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  so  past  it. 
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JM:    You  mentioned  some  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  in  the  proximity  of 
your  car.   It  was  a  van  that  was  behind  you? 

DH:     It's  a  ... 

JM:    A  delivery  van  type  of  thing? 

DH:    Yeah,  it's  like  a  mini  motorhome  only  it's  a  delivery  van. 

JM:    There  was  another  car  in  front  of  you? 

DH:    Yes  there  was. 

JM:    What  kind  a  car  was  that? 

DH:    Look  like  a  small  foreign  car. 

JM:    Both  of  those  cars  continued  on? 

DH:    I  don't  know  what  happened  to  the  van,  but,  yeah,  the  car  in  front  of  me 
...  he  stopped  because  somebody  ...  three  cars  in  front  of  him  finally 
came  to  a  stop.   We  stopped  up  on  top  of  the  Cypress  Structure,  on  the 
sweeping  turn.   When  I  went  back  to  look  at  it  later,  that  part  didn't 
fall  in  the  quake,  but  I  drove  over  some  areas  that  were  probably  cracking 
or  cracked  when  I  drove  over  them,  but  I  didn't  notice  any  bumps. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

DH:    My  car  shaking.  Violently. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  ...  the  shaking  was  from  forward  to  rear  to  side  to 
side? 

DH:    Side  to  side,  like  as  if  the  rear-end  was  trying  to  work  its  way  loose  and 
the  steering  was  occurring  from  the  rear  of  the  car  ...  because  the 
wheels,  the  steering  wheel  was  absolutely  stationary.   No  problems  with 
the  front  end  that  I  could  tell  so  I  j'ust  assumed  it  was  the  rear  end 
which  ... 

JM:    What  was  the  duration  of  this  would  you  say? 

DH:    It  didn't  happen  like  that.   It  didn't  happen  real  quick,  it  slowly  built 
up  and  I'd  say  the  duration  of  shaking  before  I  came  to  a  stop  was,  boy 
time  seems  to  slow  down,  I'd  say  eight  seconds  is  a  realistic  ...  and  it 
was  still  shaking  when  I  came  to  a  stop.   The  car  was  still  moving  but 
nothing  like  what  it  first  started  off. 

JM:    So,  what  you  did  was,  you  started  to  brake  and  gain  control  and  come  to  a 
stop? 

DH:    Yeah,  I  slowed  down.    I  ... 

JM:    Would  you  describe  your  braking  as  a  hard  application  or  just  moderate? 
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DH:    No.  Moderate,  very  moderate. 

JM:    You  didn't  lock  the  tires  or  anything? 

DH:    Absolutely  not.   No,  I  didn't  want  to  have  any  ...  I  figured  if  the 

rear-end  would  fall  off  I  might  have  a  good  chance  of  controlling  things. 

JM:    And  ... 

DH:    It's  hard  to  say. 

JM:   You  came  to  a  complete  stop  then? 

DH:    Yes.  Then,  I  accelerated  away  from  that  stop. 

JM:    Did  you  get  out  of  your  car? 

DH:  No. 

JM:   What  did  the  other  vehicle  do  that  were  around  you? 

DH:    The  ones  in  front  of  me,  they  came  to  a  stop,  and  they  kept  looking  for  an 
opening,  but  the  cars  from  behind  us  were  going  by  us  so  fast  that  it  was 
frightening  to  pull  off  into  that  traffic.   I  finally  saw  a  spot  and 
pulled  off  into  the  traffic  passing  the  people  in  front  of  me  who  had 
stopped. 

JM:    So,  there  were  no  vehicles  in  the  area  of  your  car  that  were  damaged  or 
disabled? 

DH:  No. 

JM:   They  all  eventually  continued  on  to  your  knowledge? 
DH:    As  far  as  I  could  tell. 
JM:    Were  you  injured  at  all? 

DH:    Not  at  all.   Not  physically.   I've  gone  through  some  pretty  weird  things 
since  then  though,  as  far  as  driving  around  on  these  elevated  freeways 
that  we  have. 

JM:   Was  there  any  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  fell  behind  you  after  you 
left? 

DH:    No,  none.   I  had  the  radio  up  real  loud.   So,  I  couldn't  have  heard 
anything. 

JM:    You  didn't  hear  any  noise  or  anything? 
DH:    Absolutely  not. 
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JM:    Could  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

DH:    Side  to  side. 

JM:    Was  that  about  the  same  duration  as  your  car?   I  mean  the  same  duration  of 
the  shaking  of  the  freeway  would  be  ... 

DH:    Did  I  feel  it? 

JM:    I  mean,  did  you  actually  see  the  freeway  shaking  from  side  to  side? 
DH:    No,  I  didn't. 
JM:    You  felt  it? 

DH:    Absolutely.  The  only  indication  that  there  was  an  earthquake  was  the  fact 
that  other  cars  were  out  of  control.   Only  two  cars  that  I  could  see  and 
the  sign  shaking.   The  sign  was  the  give  away. 

JM:    Which  direction  was  it  shaking? 

DH:    It  was,  well,  I'm  not  sure  how  its  oriented  but  I  felt  like  I  was  going 
south,  I  don't  know  which  way  but  it  was  doing  this  like  that. 

JM:    You're  indicating  with  your  hands  side  to  side. 

DH:    Side  to  side.   Just  90  degrees  to  the  freeway  direction. 

JM:    You  didn't  see  any  other  vehicles  behind  you  that  had  become  involved  in 
any  kind  of  collision? 

DH:  No. 

JM:  You  just  continued  on  from  that  point? 

DH:  Right. 

JM:  I  thank  you  very  much  and  I'll  turn  the  tape  off  at  1533  hours. 
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W-24,  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  16,  1989,  at  approximately  1100  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Richmond.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
IH: 

SM:    So  ahead  and  start  just  about  with  what  time  you  left  work  here  in 
Richmond. 

IH:    Left  work  before  5:00  o'clock.   I  ...  either  8  or  5  minutes  of  5:00.  I 
got  on  the  freeway  down,  what  is  it,  Hoffman  here,  connected  with  80.  I 
went  down  my  normal  route.  There  was  no  traffic  basically,  so  there  was 
none  of  the  bunching  on,  like  it  usually  starts  at  Powell  or  Ashby,  there 
was  none  of  that.   Just  clear  sailing  all  the  way  through.   Got  onto  the 
Cypress  Structure  like  I  always  do  on  the  way  to  Alameda.   I  had,  I  was 
almost  through  it  when  I  thought  I  had  four  flat  tires.   So,  I  have,  I  had 
a  five-speed  car  and  I  just  started  gearing  down  and  pumping  my  brakes, 
because  I  had  a  big  semi  that  was  in  back  of  me  and  didn't  want  him  to  hit 
me.   Plus  I  didn't  want  a  ...  I  was  in  the  fast  lane,  so  I  moved  over  a 
little  bit  to  try  to  keep  from  hitting  the  wall,  the  ...  what's  it  called, 
the  ... 

SM:    The  guard  rail? 

IH:    The  guard  rail.   Finally  got  my  car  stopped  at,  when  you  come  out  of  it 
there's  that  curve  there.   Sort  of  in  that  curve.  There  was  a  car  in 
front  of  me.   When  I  looked  out  you  could  see  the  road  going  like  this  and 
going  like  this  also,  laterally. 

SM:    So,  it  was,  it  was  waving  up  and  down 

IH:    Sort  of  sideways. 

SM:    Moving  side  to  side? 

IH:    Right.   So,  then  I  figured  out,  oh  no,  I  don't  have  a  flat  tire  'cause  all 
the  other  cars  are  having  the  same  problem.   We're  in  an  earthquake.  I 
just  waited  until  it  stopped.   I  looked  over,  I  mean  the  noise,  it's 
indescribable,  it  sounded  like  explosions.   All  I  wanted  to  do  was  go 
home.   The  car  in  front  of  me  had  his  blinkers  on.   He  was  sitting  there, 
he  wasn't  moving.   I  hit  my  horn  a  couple  of  times.  He  wouldn't  move.  I 
looked  over  to  the  right,  there  were  I  think  three  cars  parked  there. 
People  were  getting  out  of  their  cars  at  that  point,  which  I  didn't 
understand.  They  looked  a  little  dazed.  They  were  walking  on  the,  on 
that,  on  the  side  of  the  road.   I  looked  over  here,  which  is  to  my  right, 
sort  of,  at  this  angle,  in  my  car,  and  I  saw  sparks. 

SM:    This  would  be  to  your  right  and  then  behind  you? 
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IH:    Well,  sort  of,  I  was  sitting  like,  if  I'm  facing  ... 
SN:  Southbound? 

IH:    Southbound.  Turn  just  this  much  and  look  over  here. 
SM:    So,  you're  looking  off  then  to  the  West. 

IH:    Right.  There  were  sparks,  there  was  a  dark,  almost  black,  gray  cloud  that 
came  up.   I  thought,  "Oh  my  God,  something  electrical  had  happened."  I 
looked  behind  me,  there  were  two  cars  behind  me  and  they  were  sort  of  at  a 
weird  angles.   Because  I  wanted  to  make  sure  if  I  got  around  this  car  that 
I  could  ...  nobody  would  hit  me  or  run  into  me.   Last  thing  I  remember 
doing  was  checking  my  rearview  mirror  one  more  time  and  then  I  saw  this 
truck  just  disappear.   I  took  off.  There  was  no  one  on  the  road.   Most  of 
the  people  coming  up  on  the  other  side,  there  was  a  whole  line  once  I  got 
down  to  level  ground  on  the  other  side.   There  must  have  been  20  or  30 
cars  pulled  off  to  the  shoulder  of  the  road.  There  was  only  one  other, 
there  was  a  double  tanker  propane,  not  propane,  gasoline  truck  in  front  of 
me  that  was  moving  southbound.  Most  everybody  was  off  the  road  at  that 
point.   I  just  wanted  to  get  off.   I  made  a  conscious  decision  I  was  not 
going  to  get  off  at  Broadway,  that  I  was  afraid  of  the  tunnel  being  a 
mess.  So,  I  just  continued  and  I  finally  got  off  at  Embarcadero.  Took 
all  the  back  roads  into  Alameda.  There  were,  the  lights  were  out,  the 
street  lights,  traffic  lights.   I  did  ...  Alameda,  the  lights  were  on,  but 
in  Oakland  they  were  not.   Like  I  said,  most  people  were  still  pulled  off 
the  road  when  I  was  on  it.   But  all  I  could  think  of  was  to  get  home.  I 
didn't  know  whether  my  house  would  still  be  there  or  anything  else. 

SM:    You  travel  this  route,  then,  everyday? 

IH:  Everyday. 

SM:    You  already  said  that  traffic  was  light. 
IH:    Very  light. 
SM:    Was  it  unusual? 
IH:    Unusual,  yeah  ... 
SM:    I'm  sorry,  go  ahead. 

IH:  Well,  I  figured  it  was  because  of  the  game.  Because  even  on  the,  like  I 
said,  when  you  have  absolutely  no  stopping  or  slowing  down  at  Powell  to 
that  connector,  it's  very  unusual. 

SM:    So,  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  travelling? 

IH:    Probably  about  60. 

SM:    You  were  in  the  fast  lane  then? 
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IH:  Yeah. 

SM:  I  have  an  aerial  photograph  here.  So,  you  were  already  travelled  all  this 
route. 

IH:    Urn-hum.   Right  there. 

SM:    You  were  just  right  south  of  where  it  collapsed. 
IH:    Yeah,  right  about  there. 

SM:    She's  pointing  to  an  area  on  the  map  that  is  just  south  of  18th  Street, 
the  big  break.   You  mentioned  that  you  saw  a  big  rig. 

IH:    Right  about,  I  think  right  back  here. 

SM:    It  looked  like  it  went,  went  down  from  the  upper  deck? 

IH:    Yeah.   Well,  like  I  said,  it  was  just,  just  checking  my  rearview  mirror 
and  1t,  I  could  see  it,  but  it  didn't,  it  still,  it  was  just  that  quick. 
It  was  there  and  then  it  wasn't  there. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  truck,  what  the  color,  or  ... 

IH:    It  was  light  colored,  I  believe. 

SM:    Just  a  big,  big  rig  of  some  sort.   Any  other  cars  that  you  saw? 

IH:    Well,  the  cars  that  were  pulled  off  on  this  side,  there  were,  I  believe, 
two  back  here,  then  me,  and  then  there  was  one  in  front  of  me. 

SM:    Those  were,  your  section  was  undamaged  at  that  point? 

IH:  Right. 

SM:    Was  any  of  that  concrete  buckled  in  any  way,  or  ... 
IH:    No,  I  didn't  even  look. 

SM:    But  it  appeared  that  it  was  OK,  it  was  all  right  for  you  to  drive, 
continue  driving? 

IH:    Oh,  I  drove,  believe  me. 

SM:  Make  sure  I  don't  miss  any  important  questions  here  for  you.  Did  you  stay 
...  you  were  in  the  fast  lane  when  you  first  felt  it,  and  you  said  it  felt 
like  four  flat  tires. 

IH:    Um-hum.   No  control  over  the  car.   I  mean,  it  was  ... 

SM:    Was  it  moving  from  right  to  left,  or  ... 

IH:  Um-hum. 
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SN:    Did  you  feel  an  up  and  down  movement  at  that  time  too,  or  ... 

IH:  I'll  tell  you,  my  knees  were  shaking  so  bad  all  I  wanted  to  do  was  control 
the  car  and  I  couldn't  control  the  car.  So,  my  thought  was  just  to  get  it 
stopped  and  hope  nobody  hit  me. 

SM:    So,  that's  when  you  down  shifted  and  you  tried  to  move  over  to  the  slower 
lanes? 

IH:    No.   I  stayed  here.   I  stayed  here.   I  was  between  the  fast  lane,  when  I 
finally  got  it  stopped,  and  the  next  lane  over. 

SM:  So,  you  were  straddling,  then,  the  one  and  the  two  lanes  when  it  came  to  a 
stop. 

IH:    Right.  The  car  in  front  of  me,  I  think  it  was,  because  he  couldn't 

control  the  car,  ended  up  almost  right  in  front  of  me.  He  was  maybe  from 
here  to,  I  don't  know,  the  spaces  between  his  bumper,  his  back  bumper  and, 
was  maybe  half  this  table  length,  a  yard,  two  yards,  something  like  that. 

SM:    Yeah.   Somewhere  around  five  feet,  or  so,  in  front  of  you. 

IH:  Yeah. 

SM:    Some  of  the  vehicles  have  already  been  removed  from  the  top,  but  you  can 
still  see  that  it  was,  traffic  was  fairly  light. 

IH:    Oh,  yeah. 

SM:   When  you  describe  the  explosions  and  the  smoke,  did  you  see  smoke  directly 
behind  you  when  you  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror? 

IH:    No,  from  this  corner. 

SM:    She's  pointing  to  a  corner,  the  west  corner  of  the  break  of  the  freeway 
right  south  of  18th  Street.   But  it  sounded  like  an  explosion  to  you, 
that's  what  it  seemed  like? 

IH:    Yeah.   Like  I  said,  the  sparks  were  just,  I  thought  it  was  an  electrical 
generator  of  some  sort  that  exploded. 

SM:  Did  any  pieces  of  concrete  or  anything  come  flying  in  the  vicinity  of  your 
vehicle?  Did  you  see  any  concrete  at  all? 

IH:  No. 

SM:    When  you  look  straight  down  south  down  the  roadway,  even  the  part  of  the 
freeway  that  was  undamaged  appeared  to  be  moving  to  you? 

IH:    Oh,  yeah.   Oh,  yeah.   It  was,  yeah,  it  moved. 

SM:    It  was  moving  in  that  up  and  down,  side  to  side  motion? 
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IH:  Didn't  last  very  long,  but  it  seemed  like  it  was  a  long  time. 

SM:  Prior  to  leaving  work,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken  any 
prescription  medication? 

IH:  No. 

SM:  Nothing  that  would  have  affected  the  way  you  saw  things. 

IH:  No. 

SM:  How  about  your  eyesight.   Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

IH:  Contacts. 

SM:  You  had  your  contacts  in? 

IH:  Uh-huh. 

SM:  All  right,  that's  it.   Thank  you  very  much. 
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W-25,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  20.  1989.  at  approximately  1237  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  in  Hayward.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
RH: 

JM:    Please  state  your  full  name  and  give  your  date  of  birth. 
RH:    My  name  is 

JM:    On  October  17,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  tell  us  what  happened? 

RH:    I  was  bound  northward  on  Interstate  880.   I  was  still  in  the  Cypress 

Structure,  nearing  the  exit  on  the  north  end  when  the  earthquake  hit.  I 
was  slowing  myself  to  about  approximately  40  miles  an  hour  at  that  time. 
By  the  time  I  came  to  a  complete  stop,  I  had  exited  and,  as  I  said,  I  was 
in  this  section  right  here.   Right  where  this  last  off -ramp  comes  out. 

JM:    You  mean  exited  the  structure  so  you  were  out  ... 

RH:    I  was  right,  yeah,  about  where  this  last  on-ramp  was  next  to  my  car.  I 
noticed  a  terribly  violent  shaking.   There  was  something  you  could  not 
have  driven  in.   Every  car  came  to  a  complete  stop,  that  I  saw.    I  just 
figured  that  I'd  ride  it  out.   I  knew  what  it  was  immediately.   I  guess 
the  visuals  were  the  biggest  thing  about  it.   What  really  impressed  me  the 
most.    I  think  the  biggest  concern  that  I  had  was  with  the  580  connect 
that  goes  into  San  Francisco  westerly.   It  bent  twisted  and  small  deposits 
of  cement  were  falling  down  from  it.   It  really  was  terrifying  thinking 
that  it  was  going  to  come  down,  'cause  it  was  right  in  front  of  me.  At 
that  point,  I  looked  behind  me  and  I  could  see  the  top  structure  popping 
apart,  in  its  joints  up  here,  but  it  wasn't  falling.    It  was  popping  and 
cement  was  popping  loose  and  starting  to  fall.   At  that  time,  it  got  even 
more  violent.    It  was  terrifying.   I  noticed  a  real  large  plume  of  debris 
and  milk  white  colored  smoke  come  out  from  the  Cypress.   It  engulfed  all 
of  our  cars  that  were  parked  there.   Just  came  pouring  out.   It's  strange 
though,  even  at  that  time,  I  just  really  didn't  realize  what  that  could 
have  been.   Just  I  didn't  know.  Then,  I  noticed  a  gentleman  getting  out 
of  his  car,  and  he  didn't  know  what  was  going  on.   I  told  him  to  get  back 
in  your  car,  this  is  an  earthquake  and  it's  not  safe.   I  told  him  it  was 
probably  going  to  hit  again.   At  that  time,  I'm  seeing  this  580  connect 
twisting  and  it  looked  like  it  took  a  really  major  shock  like  it  might 
have  had  some  damage  done  to  it.  That  was  my  main  concern  when  I  called 
the  first  time.   Now  it's  my  main  concern,  because  I  didn't  hear  anything 
about  it.   Didn't  know  what  they  knew,  if  they  were  concerned  or  what  but 
I  did  in  fact  see  that  thing  popping  apart  and  that  concerned  me.   I  saw  a 
lot  of  movement  up  there.  Terrible,  and  I  saw  it  breaking  up  a  little  bit 
and  before  you  knew  it  it  was  over.  The  damage  was  done. 
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JM:    How  many  cars  do  you  think  were  behind  you  up  to  the  point  where  it 
collapsed?  Do  you  remember? 

RH:    Not  very  many.   Very  few.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  group  that  we  were  in 
when  we  left  we  all  waited,  staged  ourselves  right  there  before  we  went 
back  under  the  connect,  under  the  freeway  580  to  get  over.  We  went 
through  one  at  a  time.  We'd  wait  until  the  other  side  was  clear,  because 
everybody  that  was  sitting  there  saw  that  happen.   Saw  it  coming  apart. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  any  of  the  cars  that  were  right  there  around  you?  What 
they  were? 

RH:   Yes,  I  remember  one  car.   It  was  a  4  X  4;  it  was  a  4  runner,  a  Toyota 
4-runner.   I  think  it  was  silver  or  gray,  because  the  guy  and  I  locked 
eyes,  it  was  just  like  we're  living  this  together,  I  was  impressed.  Other 
than  that,  I  really  don't.    I  mean  I  remember  a  few.    I  remember  a  beige 
Ford  or  Chevrolet  pickup  truck  with  a  camper  on  it  and  he  was  next  to  me 
also,  but  other  than  that  ...  maybe  if  I  were  to  ...  it's  just  like  fading 
a  little  bit.   I  didn't  really  grasp  that  so  to  speak  at  that  time  anyway. 

JM:    How  often  did  you  travel  that  section  of  freeway? 

RH:    Generally,  everyday. 

JM:    Everyday  once  or  twice  a  day? 

RH:    Urn -hum. 

JM:    How  was  traffic  that  day? 

RH:    That  day  traffic  was  very  very  thin.   I  was  able  to  keep  the  pace  that  I 
had  going  up  to  that  point  through,  all  the  way  through,  and  well  almost 
out  of  the  Cypress.   I  kept  my  same  speed  evenly  through  there  so  there 
wasn't  a  point  where  I  had  to  be  concerned  about  traffic  at  all. 
Generally  speaking,  even  if  I  see  a  lot  of  brake  lights,  approaching  the 
Cypress,  I'll  make  a  decision  and  probably  take  the  frontage  road  along  to 
the  side  so  that  I  can  avoid  that,  because  I  really  don't  like  being  in 
there  and  as  it  was  ... 

JM:    I  understand. 

RH:    I  saw  the  traffic  moving  very  very  clearly  through  there,  so  I  decided  to 
go  through  it  and  made  record  time  going  through  it. 

JM:    About  where  in  here  do  you  think  you  were  when  you  first  felt  the 
earthquake? 

RH:    I'd  say,  at  the  speed  I  was  going,  I  had  to  have  been  up  in  here 
somewhere. 

JM:    Between  28th  and  32nd? 

RH:    I'd  say  between  28th  and  32nd,  these  two,  yeah.    I'd  say  exactly  here, 
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because  by  the  time  I  had  slowed  down  and  came  to  a  complete  stop,  I  was 
just  barely  out  of  it,  so  just  barely  starting  to  see  daylight.  So,  I 
would  think  that  right  in  this  area  there  somewhere. 

JM:    There  hadn't  been  any  stalls  or  anything  in  the  structure  at  all? 

RH:    No,  nothing,  not  at  all,  not  whatsoever. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

RH:    Violent  movement. 

JM:    What  was  the  movement? 

RH:    It  was  a  rolling  motion  coming  from  every  direction  it  seemed  like.  There 
was  no  solid  movement  to  sway  right  to  left  or  from  north  and  south  or 
anything  like  that.   But,  it  was  just  it  seemed  like,  it  seemed  like 
liquid,  it  seemed  like  that  it  was  seeking  it's  own  direction  and  it  was 
moving  ...  everything  was  ...  but  I  think  this  came  from  being  suspended. 
From  being  up  on  the  structure  and  it  was  violent  moving.    It  was 
impossible  to  drive  in.   You  had  to  come  to  a  complete  stop  and  I  broke 
...  I  had  to  come  to  a  real  hard  stop  cause  my  truck  was  just  out  of  ... 
just  moving  out  of  control. 

JM:    Do  you  have  a  full  sized  truck? 

RH:    I  have  a  mid  size,  4-wheel  drive,  Jimmy. 

JM:    Describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake. 

RH:    The  vehicle  rocked  violently  like,  again,  just  ...  I've  heard  a  lot  of 
people  explain,  say  that  they  thought  they  had  flat  tires  or  stuff  like 
this.   Not  so  in  this  case,  it  was  just  ...  it  was  way  beyond  that.  It 
was  something  that  ...  it's  hard  to  explain,  'cause  I've  never  felt  that 
feeling  before,  but  I  guess  you  would  compare  it  with  just  like  being  on 
waves  or  something.    It  was  total  motion  from  every  direction.  You 
couldn't  really  pinpoint  any  certain  direction  that  the  motion  was  coming 
from. 

JM:    We'll  end  the  taped  interview  now.   It's  1246. 
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W-26,  ',  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  22,  1989,  at  approximately  0908  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
CH: 

JM:    Your  address  is  f 
CH:    San  Ansel mo. 
JM:    San  Anselmo. 

CH:    I  maybe  said  San  Rafael  by  mistake.   I  used  to  live  there. 

JM:    I  doubt  it,  let's  change  that  here  right  now.   Your  date  of  birth  is 
? 

CH:  Yes. 

JM:    San  Anselmo.   Your  home  number  is 
CH:  Yes. 

JM:    Could  you  go  ahead  and  just  describe  in  your  own  words  what  you  remember 
of  the  earthquake? 

CH:    Uh-huh.    I  do  remember  when  I  was  on  the  Cypress  interchange,  that  traffic 
was  extremely  light.   Because  I  do  travel  that,  five  days  a  week  and  have 
for  20,  or  for  15  years.   I,  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that  because  of 
the  World  Series,  traffic  was  extremely  light  and  I  was  probably  going 
around  45  miles  an  hour.   Maybe  even  a  little  bit,  maybe  at  the,  probably 
not  at  the  speed  limit,  but  close  to  it.   Then,  when  I  first  felt  the 
earthquake,  I  was,  I  thought  my  tires  were,  I  thought  something  was  wrong 
with  my  tires,  but  worse  than  having  a  flat  tire  because  the  car  was  kind 
of  moving,  rocking,  a  rocking  motion.   I  slowed  down,  I  looked  up  and  saw 
all  the  cars  in  front  of  me  which  were  not,  not  real  close.   The  cars  were 
pretty  spread  out,  but  I  saw  other  cars  weaving  about.  Then,  I  looked  up 
and  I  was  at  the  Emeryville,  the  Powell  Street  turnoff  at  Emeryville,  and 
I  spotted  a  billboard  weaving.   So,  I  came  to  a  stop,  as  did  everyone.  A 
lot  of  people  got  out  of  their  cars,  were  either  looking  at  their  tires  or 
I  thought  maybe  had  small  accidents.   I  didn't  hear  anything,  any  noise, 
that  might  indicate  anything  happened  behind  me. 

JM:    Uh-huh.   Were  you  still  in  your  car? 

CH:    I  stayed  in  my  car.    I'd  say  the  traffic  stopped  for  about  10  seconds  at 
the  most  when  people  realized  what  was  happening.   Then,  when  everything 
settled  down,  traffic  began  going  again,  very  slowly,  for  about  10 
minutes.   Then,  then  everybody  started  going  pretty  fast  like  they  wanted 
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to  get  home.  That's  just  about  it.   I  didn't  really  realize  anything  had 
happened  behind  me,  but  I  was  right  at  the  Powell  Street,  the  overpass 
going  over  Powell  Street  at  Emeryville. 

JM:  So,  you  were  just  up  on  80  already  at  the  ... 

CH:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  You  had  come  through  northbound  on  the  Cypress  structure? 

CH:  Right,  on  the  bottom  level. 

JM:  Where  did  you  get  on  to  the  880,  do  you  remember? 

CH:    I  get  on  at,  I  guess  it's  the  23rd  Street,  it's  Alameda.    I  guess  the 
entrance  is  23rd,  the  exit  is  23rd.   No,  no,  I  didn't  on  that  day.  That 
day  I  got  on  at  the,  I  came  on  at  the  Alameda  tube  and  got  on  there,  which 
is  probably  Broadway. 

JM:  Broadway. 

CH:    I  had  left  Alameda,  I'd  gotten  in  my  car  at  10  to  5:00.   Had  gone  through 
the  tube  and  onto  the  . . . 

JM:    So,  you  had  driven  through  just  five  minutes,  before  probably  at  the 
Cypress  Structure? 

CH:    Oh,  no,  I  would  say  a  minute  because  it's  about  a  mile,  I  think,  from  the 
Cypress  part  to,  to  the  Powell  Street  exit.   It's  the  next,  it's  the  first 
exit  after  you  go  off  to  the  Bay  Bridge. 

JM:    Were  there  any  stalls  on  the  Cypress  structure?  Any  cars  stopped? 

CH:    No,  I  don't  remember  any,  no.  Traffic  was  lighter  than,  traffic  was 

comparable  to  what  it  would  have  been  like  on  a  non- commute  time.  I  would 
have  noticed  if  there  was  something  stalled.   I  don't  think  there  was. 

JM:    What  did  the,  now  you  were  on  the  overcrossing  right  at  Powell? 

CH:  Uh-huh. 

JM:   What  was  the  roadway  doing  at  that  point?  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of 
the  freeway? 

CH:    The  motion  of  my  car  felt  like  I  was  rocking  back  and  forth.   If  you  took 
the  feeling  when  you  have  one  flat  tire  and  imagined  that  you  had  four 
flat  tires,  and  the  car  was  sort  of  rocking,  side  to  side,  that's  what  it 
felt  like. 

JM:    I  think  that's  all,  unless  you  have  a  question  or  two  you  want  to  ... 

CH:    No,  no.    I  do  have  a  question.   Are,  what  about  other  structures  that  were 
built  right  around  that  time,  especially  in  that  area.   Like  right  now  I'm 
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on  980  and,  that  portion  right  near  the  Cypress,  that  580  section.  Were 
those  built  around  the  same  time?  I  mean,  are  any  of  those  in  danger  of 
having  a  similar  thing  happen  if  we  had  another  earthquake? 

JM:    I  really,  I  don't  know  about  the  time  frame  that  they  were  built.  I 

really  couldn't  help  you  with  that.   They  have  all  been  inspected  since 
the  earthquake,  and  ... 

CH:  Uh-huh.  My  concern,  I  guess,  would  be  that  if  they  are  of  the  same  age, 
even  though  they  maybe  withstood  one,  they  might  not  another  one.  But  I 
imagine  they're  looking  into  that,  I  hope. 

JM:    I  hope  so,  too.    'Cause  I  drive  them  myself,  so  ... 

CH:  Yeah.  What  are  they  planning  on  doing  in  terms  of  opening  up  that,  that 
area  in  terms  of  traffic? 

JM:    Oh,  that's  still  quite  a  ways  off.  They  haven't  announced,  we  don't  know 
yet  what  they're  going  to  do.   I  don't  think  they  know  yet,  either. 

CH:    Yeah,  'cause  traffic  is  going,  is  really  coming  to  a  standstill  during 
certain  times  because  there's  not  enough  roadways 

JM:    It's  probably  been  good  this  week  with  people  being  off.   But  I  would 
imagine  that  next  week  is  going  to  be  kind  of,  kind  of  ugly  out  there. 

CH:    Yes,  yeah.   All  right,  well  thank  you  very  much. 

JM:    Good  luck.   Thank  you. 
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W-27,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1335  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investiqator  Paul  Wona,  CHP 
SH: 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name,  ma'am? 
SH:    My  name  is 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  conversation? 
SH:    Yes,  you  do. 

PW:    Thank  you.   What  is  your  current  address  right  now  f 
SH: 

PW:    Your  current  home  phone  number  is? 
SH:  Area 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth  is? 
SH: 

PW:   Talcing  you  back  to  October  17,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  where  were  you 
approximately  before  the  quake  struck? 

SH:    I  was  in  the  left  hand  lane  approaching  the  Cypress  under-ramp. 

PW:    You  were  in  what  direction? 

SH:    Heading  north. 

PW:    You  were  in  the  northbound  direction.  Where  were  you  coming  from  at  that 
time? 


SH: 

Hagenburger  Road. 

PW: 

You  were  headed  where,  home? 

SH: 

Albany,  right. 

PW: 

How  was  traffic  right  at  that  time? 

SH: 

Very  light. 

PW: 

Is  that  unusual  or  ... 
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SH:  Very  unusual . 

PW:  Normally  ... 

SH:  It's  bumper  to  bumper. 

PW:  Stop  and  go  traffic? 

SH:  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in? 

SH:  I  was  in  the  far  left  hand  lane.  The  fastest  lane  on  the  ... 

PW:  What  was  your  speed  at  that  time? 

SH:  Here  I  go  getting  myself  in  trouble. 

PW:  No. 

SH:  60,  65  miles  an  hour. 

PW:  That  was  what,  the  average  flow  at  that  point? 

SH:  Because  of  the  traffic. 

PW:  Yes.  Nothing  you  say  here  is  going  to  be  used  against  you  so  ... 

SH:  Well,  I  already  got  myself  in  trouble. 

PW:  You  were  the  only  person  in  the  vehicle? 

SH:  Yes,  sir. 

PW:  Approximately  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

SH:    I  try  to  go  back  and  breeze  through  this  whole  thing.  When  the  earthquake 
hit,  I  mainly  was  looking  trying  to  control  my  car,  because  I  thought  I 
had  had  blow  outs.   I  instantly  tried  to  slowly  apply  my  brakes.   I  looked 
in  my  rearview  mirror  to  make  sure  nobody  was  going  to  hit  me  and  my  side 
so  that  I  would  not  be  swerving  into  somebody.   As  I  looked  up  in  the 
front  of  me,  at  that  time  all  I  could  see  was  big  puffs  of  black  smoke, 
the  dust. 

PW:  How  far  in  front? 

SH:  Oh  ... 

PW:  Approximately? 

SH:  Half  mile  or  less.    It's  hard  to  say. 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicle  that  were  in  front  or  to  the  side,  have 
you  got  to  that  point? 

SH:    There  were  like  I  say,  there  was  a  small  amount  of  traffic  around.  There 
were  semi -trucks  because  I  continued  to  approach  at  a  very  reduced  rate  of 
speed.   So,  before  ... 

PW:    That  was  during  the  earthquake  or  ... 

SH:    Well,  the  radio  blacked  out.    I  didn't  even  know  it  was  an  earthquake.  I 
thought  I  had  had  a  blow-out  and,  of  course,  I  was  under  the  overpass. 

PW:    Uh-huh,  the  double  deck  structure? 

SH:    Yes,  I  was  under  there  already,  see,  and  there  were  no  emergency  vehicles 
and  I  didn't  know  what  had  happened.   When  the  radio  did  come  back  on,  of 
course,  they  were  laughing  about  the  people  in  Candlestick  experiencing 
the  earthquake. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  ...  you  said  during  the  first  interview  that  there  was  a 
Mayflower  truck  in  front  or  something. 

SH:    Yes,  the  traffic  in  front  of  me,  of  course,  was  closer  and  there  was  a  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  there  was  a  Mayflower  truck.    I'll  never 
forget  it,  I  ...  the  man  was  out  directing  the  traffic  for  us  to  take  the 
14th  Street  on-ramp  off. 

PW:    The  truck  was  already  stopped  on  the  freeway? 

SH:    Yes,  there  was  a  truck  in  the  second  lane  and  next  to  him  was  a  smaller 
vehicle  between  the  right-hand  wall  and  the  ... 

PW:    What  color  was  that? 

SH:    I  believe  it  was  a  light  blue  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
PW:    Male  or  female  driver,  do  you  remember? 

SH:    I  have  no  idea  who  was  in  the  car.   The  only  person  I  saw  was  this  man  and 
I  believed  him  to  be  the  truck  driver. 

PW:    You  don't  know  why  he  was  flagging  people  over  to  the  side? 

SH:    He  was  directing  off  of  the  on-ramp. 

PW:    Do  you  have  any  idea  why  he  was  doing  that  at  that  point. 

SH:    Well,  like  I  say,  I  believed  that  he  was  the  driver  of  the  Mayflower 
truck.   Got  out  and  was  trying  to  help  people  to  get  off. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong  either  with  your 
car,  or  with  the  freeway,  or  whatever? 
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SH:    I  guess  I  was  in  shock,  because  I  did  not  realize  ...  I  didn't  comprehend 
that  it  was  the  earthquake  that  had  caused  the  destruction,  because  I 
thought,  when  I  got  off  the  off -ramp,  I  made  a  U-turn  to  go  done  and  catch 
West  Grand.    I  just  was  in  a  state  of  shock,  I  guess. 

PW:    When  you  what,  saw  the  structure  collapse? 

SH:    Right.   I  didn't  actually  see  it  go  down.    I  was  looking  at  my  car,  trying 
to  control  it  and  looking  in  the  rearview  mirror  to  make  sure  nobody 
behind  me  was  going  to  hit  me  or  on  the  sides.   Because  as  I  looked  up  the 
cars  in  front  of  me  were  swerving  and  swaying. 

PW:    Did  your  car  move  away  from  your  lane  of  travel  at  all  during  the  ... 

SH:  Yes. 

PW:    About  how  many  feet? 

SH:    I  was  swerving  from  left  to  right  and  I  tried  to  get  more  into  the  right 
because  I  was  right  against  the  ... 

PW:    The  left  wall? 

SH:    The  left  wall. 

PW:    You  were  able  to  maintain  your  vehicle  in  the  lane  pretty  much  then? 

SH:    Well,  I  went  over  into  the  right  lane  more  or  less  in  the  middle.   Of  the 
two,  because  I  didn't  want  to  hit  anything,  and  like  I  say,  the  traffic 
was  almost  nil,  compared  to  what  it  normally  is  on  a  workday. 

PW:  Then,  you  started  slowing  down  at  that  point? 

SH:  Oh  yes,  immediately. 

PW:  What  about  the  other  vehicles,  did  they  slow  also? 

SH:  Yes,  everybody  slowed  down. 

PW:  Did  you  see  them  go  back  and  forth  their  lane  like  you  did  or  ... 

SH:  Yes,  urn- hum. 

PW:  Did  it  occur  to  you  that  it  was  an  earthquake  happening  at  that  point? 

SH:  No,  it  did  not. 

PW:  You  never  got  out  of  your  car  while  you  were  on  the  freeway  ... 

SH:    No.   I  got  back  when  my  car  finally  came  to  an  even,  a  normal  ...  I  still 
am  shook  up  behind  all  this.  When  it  came  to  a  normal  driving  capacity, 
shall  I  say,  I  stayed,  I  got  back  into  the  left  hand  lane  where  I 
originally  was.   Proceeded  to  go  on. 
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PW:    So,  you  continued  north? 

SH:    Yes,  well  I  had  no  choice. 

PW:    Did  the  rest  of  the  traffic  continue  also  or  ... 

SH:    Yes,  we  had  no  choice  whatsoever. 

PW:    When  you  got  close  to  where  the  Mayflower  truck  was,  did  you  see  anything 
happening  in  front  of  him  or  anything  like  that? 

SH:    Well,  do  you  know  that  I  didn't,  I  thought  that  something  happened  from 
the  bottom  of  the  freeway  that  caused  the,  our  road,  the  lower  ramp  to 
buckle  up. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  buckling  or  ... 

SH:    Well,  I  saw  the  cement  which  was  apparently  the  top  structure  in  front  of 
me  and  I  thought  that  something  had  ...  I  thought  ...  when  I  came  home  I 
told  my  family  that  I  thought  that  a  large  truck  or  something  had  hit  the 
freeway.    I  don't  know,  I  was  just  in  a  state  of  shock.   But  I  didn't 
comprehend  that  it  was  the  top  of  the  freeway. 

PW:    You  didn't  hit  anything  or  any  debris  out  there? 

SH:    Nothing.   No,  I  drove  very  carefully. 

PW:    So,  when  you  were  directed  off  the  on-ramp  by  the  truck,  or  the  person 
that  was  on  the  freeway? 

SH:    There  was  a  man  who  was  on  the  bottom  of  that  on-ramp  stopping  the 

traffic.  Then,  I  made  ...  that's  when  ...  and  I. said  ...  I  motioned  to 
him,  can  I  make  a  U-turn,  and  he  shrugged  that  he  didn't  know  so  I  went 
ahead  and  proceeded.   Then,  of  course,  when  I  got  down  there  and  saw  it, 
then  I  realized  that  it  was  far  worse  than  what  I  was  anticipating,  or 
what  I  thought. 

PW:    You  were  on  the  Cypress  Street  following  the  freeway  going  north  at  that 
point? 

SH:    I  was  on  the  ...  after  I  took  the  on-ramp  off?   I  was  on  what  I  would 
consider  to  be  the  frontage  road. 

PW:    They  call  that  the  Cypress  Street. 

SH:    I  was  on  Cypress  Street  going  north  towards  West  Grand.   When  I  actually 
saw  that  it  was  much  worse  then  I  ...  the  only  street  I  remember  after 
that  was  making  a  left  on  Peralta,  and  that's  when  I  saw  the  first 
emergency  vehicles  coming. 

PW:    The  other  vehicles  did  the  same  thing? 
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SH:    All  the  vehicles,  because  there  are  four  lanes  there  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  cars  in  front  being  damaged  or  anybody  hurt? 

SH:    The  only  two  vehicles  that  I  saw  damaged  was  ...  or  vehicle  damage,  was 
that  blue  one  and  it  looked  like  it  had  been  banged  up.   That  was  between 
the  right  hand  wall  and  the  Mayflower  truck. 

PW:    It  crashed  into  the  wall  or  what? 

SH:    It  was  parked  when  I,  I'm  assuming  it  did,  but  you  can't  assume. 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  debris  like  concrete  around  the  vehicle  or  ... 

SH:    To  be  honest  with  you,  when  I  was  directed  to  make  my  turn  at  the  U-turn 
...  I  didn't  hesitate,  I  just  got  over.   I  figured  that  in  that  kind  of  a 
mess,  the  best  thing  to  do  isn't  the  gawker,  and  I  don't  want  to  do  that. 
I  just  took  my  turn  and  go  over,  made  my  exit. 

PW:  You  say  the  side  to  side  motion  that  was,  that  you  felt  while  you  were  in 
your  car,  what  about  the  freeway  itself?  Did  you  see  the  freeway  move  or 
shake,  anything  like  that? 

SH:  To  be  honest  with  you,  I  didn't.  I  was  too  busy  trying  to  control  my  own 
car. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  maybe  something  was  wrong  with  the 
freeway  structure? 

SH:    Well,  of  course,  like  ...  again,  I  didn't  actually  see  the  structure,  by 
the  time  I  got  up  that  far,  there  was  so  much  dust  and  I  didn't  see  any 
cement  until  I  saw  that  big  slab.  Something  had  dropped.  Again,  I  did 
not  realize  it  had  dropped  from  the  top.   I  thought  something  from  the 
bottom  had  forced  the  freeway  to  buckle. 

PW:    Well,  I  guess  from  your  vantage  point  there,  it  was  pretty  hard  to  see 
exactly  what  went  on. 

SH:   There  was  also  cars  in  front  of  me  that  had  to  exit  before  I  did. 

PW:    So,  I  guess  you  only  thought  probably  to  get  off  the  freeway  at  that 
point. 

SH:  That  was  all  I  wanted,  of  course  if  I  had  known,  I've  had  to  deal  with  ... 
maybe  I  should  have  stopped  to  see,  but  I  figured  the  best  thing  to  do  was 
to  just  get  . . . 

PW:    You  probably  did  the  right  thing. 

SH:   Well,  after  that  kind  of  a  disaster  and  you  get  away  and  you  see  how  bad 
it  was  and  you  think,  "oh,  god,  if  I  could  have  stopped  and  helped." 
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PW:    Well,  especially  people  that  were  on  the  structure  itself  and  most  people 
were  either  dazed  or  just  shocked  at  what  happened  so  ...  the  majority  of 
the  people  from  the  city  streets,  the  surrounding  homes  and  businesses 
really  came  over.   So,  there  was  plenty  of  help  there,  so  as  far  as  help 
is  concerned.   Did  you  stop  at  the  scene  where  the  structure  fell  at  all 
or  just  keep  driving  on? 

SH:    No,  sir,  because  I'll  tell  you,  when  I  realized  it  was  much  worse  as  I  got 
down  there  and  looked  up,  I  didn't  even  realize  that  the  top  structure  had 
collapsed.   I  just  saw  the  pillars  holding  the  freeway,  how  crumbled  they 
were.   It  was  way  out  into  the  street.   So,  I  had  to  veer  to  the  right  and 
the  first  street,  I  couldn't  even  tell  you  if  my  life  depended  on  it,  what 
street  I  actually  made  a  right  up.   The  only  street  I  remember  is  the  same 
Peralta  and  I  made  a  left  and  got  off  then  I  got  back  onto  the  freeway  on 
the  MacArthur  ... 

PW:  MacArthur? 

SW:    ...  and  then  I  came  back  out  80  and,  of  course,  I  wanted  ...  I  laid  on  the 
pedal,  I  had  a  heavy  right  foot  that  day.   Then,  it  was  when  I  realized 
there  were  such  horrible  ripples  in  the  freeway.    I  was  in  a  state  of 
shock,  that's  all  I  can  tell  you.    I  realize  that  now. 

PW:    How  to  you  feel  now,  OK.? 

SH:    Oh,  I'm  ...  even  just  talking  about  it,  I  still  get  shook  up. 

PW:    Yeah,  well  sometimes  you  get  to  talking  about  it  really  and  like  I  told 
the  other  people  I  talked  to,  sometimes  just  takes  time  and  it  something 
that's  going  to  stay  with  you  for  a  long  time.   You  don't  experience 
something  like  that  on  a  daily  basis. 

SH:    No.   I  hope  I  never  do  again. 

PW:    Yes,  me  too.   So,  that's  all  the  questions  I  have  for  you  unless  you 

have  something  else  to  add  or  anything  like  that. 

SH:    Not  that  I  can  think  of.   If  I  can  be  of  any  further  help,  please  don't 
hesitate  to  give  me  a  call. 

PW:    Oh,  don't  worry  and  I  appreciate  1f  you  have  any  questions  for  me,  call  me 
at  my  office.    I  work  out  of  the  Vail e jo  office  at 

SH:  Your  name  again? 

PW:  Paul  Wong. 

SH:  OK.  Paul. 

PW:  I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  approximately  1345  hours. 
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W-28,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  ID  #9945, 

on  December  12,  1989,  at  approximately  1633  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
AJ: 

RL:    Alan  if  you  would,  would  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape  please? 
AJ:    Alan  I 

RL:    Could  you  tell  me  basically  what  happened  on  October  17  during  the 

earthquake?  What  you  were  doing,  and  where  you  were  headed  to  just  prior 
to  the  quake,  and  then  basically  what  you  did  after  the  quake  occurred? 

AJ:    I  was  in  my  seventh  week  of  FTO  training.   We  were  going  to  go  to  the 
range  that  day.    I  was  familiarizing  myself  again  with  the  Oakland  area. 
We  were  about  to  return  to  our  15th  Street  office.   We'd  just  gotten  off 
the  8th  Street  exit  and  we  were  driving  underneath  the  Cypress  Structure 
on  the  street  level.   When  the  earthquake  started,  we  were  about  to  make  a 
left  hand  turn  onto  16th  Street  going  towards  the  office.   We  pulled  out 
from  underneath  the  structure,  stopped  just  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street,  and  we  got  out  of  our  vehicle  and  looked  back.  That's  when  we  saw 
the  whole  structure  just  collapse.   So,  at  that  time, 
radioed  it  in  and  then  we  ran  down  the  lane  to  see  the  extent  of  the 
damage.   Then,  when  we  saw  that  it  was  a  whole  length.   I  got  back  to  my 
unit  and  met  with  her  again,  we  kind  of  leap-frogged  our  way  down 
farther.   We  both  ended  up  about  26th  and  Cypress,  where  I  assisted  one  of 
our  San  Jose  officers  with  directing  traffic,  'cause  that  was  one  of  the 
points  that  you  could  travel  east  to  west  under  the  structure.   I  also 
assisted  him  with  helping  different  emergency  personnel,  directing  them  to 
the  Oakland  PD  Command  Post.   From  that  location  I  was  at,  a  lot  of  the 
civilians  were  coming  up  to  us  and  asking  how  they  could  help  and  also  a 
few  injured  people  were  along  side  the  sidewalk  along  the  Cypress  Street. 
Officer  Chimero  assisted  OPD  with  the  rescue  unit,  she  was  helping  people 
pull  people  out  of  the  cars  and  everything.   She  actually  climbed  upon  the 
structure.   It  was  about  2200  hours  when  she  came  back  to  the  bus  and  I 
assisted  carrying  one  of  the  deceased  victims  to  the  morgue  they  had  set 
up  in  an  elementary  school.   We  ended  up  getting  relieved  about  2300  hours 
that  evening. 

RL:    Can  you  tell  me  the  agency  that  you  work  for? 

AJ: 

RL:    Can  you  describe  where  you  were  at  when  the  earthquake  occurred?  What 
street  you  were  on? 

AJ:    We  were  on  Cypress  Street  and  we  were  getting  ready  to  make  a  left  hand 
turn  at  16th  going  towards  the  office. 
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RL:   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

AJ:    We,  just  looking  at  it,  we  ...  first  we  thought  we  had  a  flat.   We  still 
stopped  underneath  it  then  we  figured  out  that  it  was  an  earthquake,  so  we 
drove  up  and  then  we  saw  people  coming  out  of  their  houses  yelling 
"earthquake!"  That's  when  we  got  out  of  the  vehicle  and  then  we  looked 
back  and  just  watched  it  fall. 

RL:    How  did  the  freeway  fall? 

AJ:    It  was  almost  simultaneous,  it  was,  seemed  really  fast. 

RL:    Did  the  entire  length  of  the  freeway  fall  at  one  time? 

AJ:    From  what  we  saw.  We  were  both  looking  northward,  northeastward  and  that 
whole  length  just  came  down  simultaneously,  and  then  when  we  looked  back 
to  the  other  way  and  farther  down  then  we  noticed  this  whole  thing  was 
down.   From  that  first  time  that  we  saw  it  fall,  we  didn't  see  any  more 
fall  after  that. 

RL:    Did  you  see  it  move  in  any  way  prior  to  it  falling? 

AJ:    No.   It  was  pretty  much  at  the  end  of  the  trembler,  the  end  of  the  quake. 
Like  right  when  it  fell,  that's  when  it  stopped  shaking. 

RL:    I  don't  think  I  have  anymore  questions  to  ask  you  unless  you  have 
something  else  that  you'd  like  to  add. 

AJ:    No,  that's  it. 

RL:    I'm  going  to  conclude  the  tape  at  1638  hours. 
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W-29,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  0950  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

LS:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
WJ: 

SM:    I'm  speaking  with  Your  correct  name  is 

WJ:  Right. 

SM:    You  are  aware  that  this  is  being  tape  recorded? 

WJ:  Yes. 

SM: 

WJ:  Yes. 

SM:    Your  driver's  license  is 
WJ:  Right. 

SM:    If  you  can,  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  what  happened,  where  you  were  coming 
from,  what  you  saw,  what  you  felt.   Then,  I'll  just  go  back  and  ask  you 
more  specific  questions  as  we  go  along,  OK? 

WJ:    All  right. 

SM:    Go  ahead. 

WJ:    Yeah,  I  was  heading  from  Richmond  to  Alameda.   I  was  crossing  the  Cypress 
section.   I  was  approximately  halfway  across  it  when  my  truck  started 
shaking  from  lane  to  lane.    I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  my  truck. 
I,  all  of  a  sudden  looked  over  on  the  ...  noticed  on  both  sides  that  the 
structure  was  cracking,  breaking  up  and  concrete  started  flying  across  the 
roadway  in  front  of  me.  At  that  point,  I  thought  something  would  hit  the, 
possibly  hit  the  bridge  and  done  some  damage  to  it.  When  I  looked  in  my 
rearview  mirror  all  I  saw  was  big  old  cloud  of  dust  and  I  guess  the 
section  had  fallen  down.    I  wasn't  aware  of  it  at  the  time,  but  the  car 
beside  me,  and  one  immediately  behind  me,  were  the  only  ones  that  came  out 
of  the  cloud  of  dust.   So,  at  that  point  I  thought  maybe  there  was  an 
accident  with  a  truck  with  a  load  of  dirt  or  something.   I  got  down  to 
Alameda,  and  then  at  that  point,  that's  when  I  found  out  what  had 
happened.   But,  and  that's  about  it. 

SM:    So,  you  were  southbound  1-880? 

WJ:  Right. 
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SM:    Do  you  remember  about  what  cross  street  you  were  at  then,  probably  around 
14th  or  so? 

WJ:  I  was  somewhere  in  that  area,  yeah. 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

WJ:  Well,  at  that  time,  I  was  on  the  north  run  so  I  was  up  there  five  days  a 
week. 

SM:  About  the  same  time  everyday? 

WJ:  No.   It  always  varied. 

SM:  Had  you  travelled  that  route  at  about  5:00  o'clock  before? 

WJ:  Yeah.   I  travel  all  different  times,  its  ... 

SM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  that  day? 

WJ:  Lighter  than  normal.   Much  lighter  than  normal. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  travelling  in? 

WJ:  I  believe  it  was  the  second  lane  from  the  right. 

SM:  So,  it'd  have  been  number  three  lane. 

WJ:  Yeah,  number  three  lane. 

SM:  About  how  fast  were  you  going? 

WJ:  I  would  estimate  probably  55  miles  an  hour.  A  little  less  or  a  little 
more. 

SM:  You  drive  what  type  of  vehicle  were  you  driving  at  the  time? 

WJ:  A  large, 

SM:  Two  axle?  Three,  is  it  two  axle? 

WJ:  Two  axle. 

SM:  So,  the  first,  the  first  indication  that  you  had  that  something  was  wrong, 
you  thought  there  was  something  wrong  with  your  truck. 

WJ:  Yeah. 

SM:    What  was  the  motion  that  you  felt?  What  caused  you  to  think  something  was 
wrong? 

WJ:   Well,  what  it  felt  like,  it  almost  felt  like  my  back  axle  was  loose  and  I 
was,  my  back  end  was  just  swinging  from  lane  to  lane.   It  was,  my  truck 
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was  waving  all  over  the  place. 

SM:    Has  it  enough  of  a  swerve  to  move  you  out  of  the  lane  or  was  it  just 
swerving? 

WJ:  Yeah. 

SM:  So,  you  were  moving  completely  out  of  the  lane  and  back? 

WJ:  Yeah.    I  was  moving  all  over  the  place. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  what  cars  or  other  trucks  were  around  you  at  that  time? 

WJ:    There  was,  well  there  was  no  trucks.   Right  alongside  me  there  was,  now  I 
don't  really  remember  anything  being  in  front  of  me.   There  may  have 
been.   The  only  thing  I  remember  is  there  was  two  small  cars  behind  me. 
There  was  more  further  back,  but  like  I  said,  when,  I  guess  when  the 
section  fell  down  only  two  cars  behind  me  made  it. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  those  two  cars? 

WJ:    No.   I  just  know  they  were  small,  small  cars.   They  weren't  large  cars  and 
they  weren't  station  wagons.   They  were,  I  think  they  were  two  door 
sedans. 

SM:    When  you  first  felt  then  the  back  of  your  truck  starting  to  move,  what  did 
you  do?  Did  you  brake,  or  ... 

WJ:    No,  I  think  I  just  took  my  foot  off  the  accelerator  and  started  coasting, 
trying  to  see  what  was  wrong.   And  ... 

SM:    You  mentioned  that  you  started  seeing  concrete.   Where  was  that  concrete 
coming  from? 

WJ:    To  be  honest  with  you,  I  don't  know  where  the  concrete  that  was  flying 
across  the  roadway  came  from.  The  only  thing  is  my  truck,  I  guess,  it 
seemed  like  it,  maybe  it  was  tall  enough  that,  high  enough  in  the  truck 
that  I  could  see  over  the  side.   Now,  it  looked  like  it  was  kind  of  like 
support  beams  were  cracking.   Or  no,  they  ...  they  weren't  even  like 
cracking,  it  was  like  clouds  of  smoke,  like  it  was  just  puffing.   So,  I 
guess  the  concrete  was  breaking  up. 

SM:    Did  you  see  the  roadway  in  front  of  you  moving?  Can  you  recall  whether 
you  saw  it 

WJ:    No,  I  really  don't  remember  seeing  it  move. 

SM:    How  about  any  cracking  of  the  pavement  around  you? 

WJ:    Well,  no,  not  the  actual  pavement.  Just  the  beams  on  the  side. 

SM:    So,  you  didn't  actually  see  them  swaying  or  moving  in  any  direction,  you 
just  saw  the  concrete. 
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WJ:    Well,  like  I  said,  I  really  don't  recall  seeing  the  movement.   I  just  know 
I  was  moving,  so  maybe  I  was  moving  along  with  it  so  I  wasn't  aware  of 
it.   Like  I  said,  the  only  thing  I  saw  was  the  concrete  beams,  the  two 
immediately  beside  me  and  the  two  in  front  of  me  were,  I  guess  the  beams 
were  support  the  roadway.    I  saw  them  puffing  and  breaking  up.   Then,  I 
saw  the  concrete  flying,  and  I  don't  know  if  the  concrete  was  coming  from 
those  beams.   I  don't  think  it  was  coming  from  the  cement  guard  rail, 
though,  because  I  didn't  notice  it  breaking  up.   At  least  I  don't  recall 
it  breaking  up. 

SM:    Did  you  just  ...  after  all  this  happened,  did  you  come  to  a  stop  or  did 
you  just  continue  driving  southbound? 

WJ:  Well,  I  just  slowed  down.  I  looked  back.  I  was  trying  to  figure  what  was 
going  on.  I  didn't  know  ...  and  I  never  did  see  the  section  fall  down.  I 
mean  it  had  fallen  down,  but  ... 

SN:    But  you  saw  the  cloud  of  dust. 

WJ:    Yeah,  the  cloud  of  dust,  so  I  figured  it  was  an  accident.  A  couple  cars 
by  me,  we  slowed  down  and  kind  of  looked  back  to  see  if  there  was  anything 
we  could  do,  or  if  something  had  happened  and  you  couldn't  see  anything. 
So,  I  was  getting  off  in  that  first  exit  to  go  to  Alameda.   I  just  went 
down  there  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  heard  a  bunch  of  sirens.   I  figured  at 
that  point,  something  had  happened  and  they  were  going  directly  to  the 
scene,  so  I  didn't  bother  turning  around  and  driving  back  against  traffic 
or  anything.   Or  getting  out.   I  was  probably,  by  the  time  I  got  to  bend 
it  seemed  like  I  was  probably  close  to  a  half  a  mile  past  the  scene,  so... 

SM:    At  the  time  that  you  first  felt  the  movement,  did  it  seem  just  side  to 
side  or  was  there  any  up  and  down  movement  associated  with  it? 

WJ:    I  don't  remember  up  and  down.   I  definitely  remember,  I  said  the  truck  was 
moving  side  to  side. 

SM:    Side  to  side.   I  think  that  should  do  it.   I  appreciate  you  taking  the 
time. 

WJ:    No  problem. 

SM:    All  right.   Thank  you  very  much.   Bye  bye. 


AL I  FORM  I A  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-is? 


W-30,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on 

December  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1130  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
SK: 

RL:  if  you  would,  could  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape? 

SK: 

RL:    If  you  would,  could  you  please  describe  for  me,  basically,  what  you 

saw  as  a  witness  to  the  Cypress  freeway. 

SK:    I  had  gotten  off  work  from  Emeryville  at  about  5:00  o'clock.   So,  I  was 
going  from  80  to  880  South.    I  had  just  passed  the  Cypress-West  Grand 
Avenue  exit.    I  thought  I  was  having  a  flat  tire  because  my  car  was 
shaking.   I  was  looking  to  pull  over  to  the  side,  looked  up  and  saw, 
noticed,  like  the  signs  were  swaying  on  that  exit  as  I  was  passing  it. 
Then,  by  that  time  I  had  slowed  down  to  probably  25  miles  an  hour,  because 
I  did  think  I  had  a  blowout.   I  heard  some  loud  crashing  noises  that 
sounded  like  they  got  closer,  louder  as  they  got  closer  to  me.  There 
were  three.   It  was  kind  of  like  a  boom,  boom,  boom.  When  that  last  boom 
sounded,  the  third  and  fourth  car  that  were  in  front  of  me  disappeared. 
There  was  a  huge  cement  cloud  dust.   When  it  settled,  the  freeway  had 
severed. 

RL:    This  happened  directly  in  front  of  you? 

SK:    Yes.   I  was  probably,  I  was  the  third  vehicle  back  in  the  second  from  the 
left  lane. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  other  vehicles? 

SK:    I  know  there  was  a  gentleman  in  a  brown,  small  sedan,  maybe  like  a  Toyota 
Camry,  that  type  of  car,  in  the  fast  lane  that  was  at  the  very  front  where 
the  crack  was.    I  remembered  him  getting  out,  looking  down  into  the  crack 
and  saying  something  like,  "there's  cars  and  people,  there's  cars  and 
people."  He  was  running  back  and  forth  from  one  end  of  the  crack  to  the 
other  looking  down.    I  know  the  car  that  was  in  front  of  me  was  a  small 
car.    I  think  it  was  a  small  white  one  with  two  occupants  in  it.  There 
were  probably  about  10  cars  that  had  passed  that  exit  and  we  were  on  that 
portion. 

RL:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 
SK:    I  travel  it  everyday. 
RL:    To  and  from  work? 
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SK:  Yes. 

RL:   What  direction  were  you  travelling? 
SK:    I  was  travelling  southbound. 

RL:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions,  as  far  as  light,  moderate, 
heavy  in  relation  to  this  time  of  day,  compared  to  a  normal  day's  traffic 
conditions? 

SK:    It  was  probably  a  little  bit  lighter  because  when  I  did  come  on  from  80  to 
880,  I  was  doing  about  50  miles  an  hour.   Normally,  I  can't  do  that  speed 
at  that  time  of  day.   So,  I'd  say  it  was  lighter  than  normal. 

RL:    Were  you  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle? 

SK:    Yes  I  was. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

SK:    Ny  radio  had  gone  out,  and  I  had  stopped  the  car  when  I  had  started 
hearing  the  booming  noises.    I  thought  for  some  reason,  it  was  like 
bombs.   I  noticed  the  smoke  billowing  out  after  the  concrete  had  settled. 
I  was  a  little  bit  confused  if  it  was,  what  exactly  happened.   The  radio 
came  on  about  that  time  and  said  that  we  had  experienced  a  severe 
earthquake.  So,  at  that  time  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake. 

RL:    How  far  from  the  edge  of  the  freeway  did  you  stop? 

SK:    I  was  the  third  car  back  and  there  was  probably,  maybe  less  than  five  to 
six  feet  distance  in  between  each  of  the  cars.   So,  maybe  about  50  feet 
back. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  car  during  the  earthquake? 
SK:    The  car  went  from  side  to  side. 

RL:   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  structure  was  falling? 

SK:    When  I  had  heard  the  booming  noises,  I  knew  something  was  occurring.  When 
that  last  boom  went  and  the  cement  cloud  dust  went  up,  I  knew  at  that 
point,  something  was  going  to  happen  to  the  roadway  in  front  of  me.  When 
it  settled,  it  was  obvious  that  it  had  broken. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

SK:    Initially,  it  felt  kind  of  like  an  up  and  down  motion.  But  at  the  very 
...  as  the  earthquake,  I  guess,  proceeded,  it  felt  like  the  car  was  going 
from  side  to  side.   So,  I  guess  the  freeway  at  that  point  was  maybe 
swaying  from  side  to  side. 

RL:    Again,  you  weren't  injured  in  any  way? 
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SK:    No,  I  wasn't. 

RL:    Your  vehicle  wasn't  damaged? 

SK:  No. 

RL:    How  did  you  get  down  from  the  structure? 

SK:    I  had  a  cellular  phone  in  my  car,  I  was  on  call  that  night.    I  had  tried 
to  call  911.   So,  I  was  sitting  up  there  for  probably  a  couple  of 
minutes.   Then,  a  gentleman  in  a  car  that  was  in  the  lane  next  to  me,  in 
the  right  lane,  started  yelling  this  part  may  go,  too.   So,  at  that  point, 
I  guess  half  of  us  that  were  up  there  turned  their  car  around  and  went 
back  to  that  exit  we  had  just  passed,  which  was  Cypress  and  West  Grand. 
Then,  we  went  down  that  exit. 

RL:    What  did  you  do  after  that? 

SK:    When  I  was  going  down  the  road,  there  was  cement  blocks  everywhere.  There 
was  a  Hispanic  gentleman,  that  was  walking  along  the  side  of  the  road  that 
had  a  lot  of  cuts  on  his  face.   So,  I  was  going  to  pull  over  to  see  if  he 
was  OK.  Then,  I  noticed  someone  shouting  his  name  from  across  the  other 
side.   There's  fences  that  were  underneath  that  portion  of  the  freeway. 
So,  I  assumed  it  was  someone  who  was  going  to  go  to  help  him.   So,  I  got 
to  the  bottom  and  there  was  a  man  down  there  that  was  directing  us  to  go 
back  underneath  the  freeway  at  the  street  level.   So,  one  by  one,  we  went 
underneath  to  get  to  the  other  side. 

RL:    From  that  point  did  you  proceed  home? 

SK:    Yeah.    I  was  looking  to  park  somewhere  to  go  and  help.   Then,  about  that 
time,  I  started  panicking  thinking  about  my  family  at  home.   So,  by  the 
time  I  could  find  a  parking  space,  it  was  a  couple  blocks  up  by  the 
projects,  and  I  decided  it  was  probably  unsafe  to  do  it.   So  ... 

RL:    I  have  nothing  further  unless  you  have  something  else  you'd  like  to  add. 

SK:    No.    I  have  no  questions. 

RL:    This  interview  is  completed  at  1137  hours. 
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W-31,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  15,  1989,  at  approximately  1127  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  the  Oakland  CHP  Office.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
RM: 

JM:    If  you  would        go  ahead  and  tell  us  what  happened  on  the  day  of  the 
earthquake. 

RM:    Well,  it  was  about,  I  guess  5:04,  that's  the  time  they  said  it  happened. 
I  was  going  home  a  little  bit  early.   Normally,  I  don't  leave  work  until 
about  5:00,  but  it  was  the  night  of  the  World  Series,  I  guess  that's  what 
it  was,  the  World  Series.   So,  I  left  a  few  minutes  early.   There  was 
hardly  anybody  out  there  on  the  freeway,  that  was  the  nice  part  of  it. 
I'll  get  home  after  they  sing  the  National  Anthem  and  I'll  be  able  to 
watch  the  game.    I  was  in  the  number  two  lane  which  is  the  San  Francisco 
lane  and  I  was  passing  everybody.  There  weren't  many  people  out  there. 
My  guess  would  be  50  cars.   I  was  just  breezing  by.   Again,  I  don't  know 
what  speed  I  was  going.   Then,  right  about,  basically  number  ...  the 
number  one  and  two  lanes  go  to  San  Francisco  and  three  and  four  go  to 
Berkeley,  so  I  had  to  get  over  so  I  got  into  the,  I  think  it  was  number 
three  lane.   It's  a  guess,  but  I  would  say  that  right  as  I  was  approaching 
the,  before  the  maze  where  San  Francisco  and  880  and  580  all  come  together 
still  under  the  second  deck.   There's  a  deck  on  top  of  880.   I'm  still  on 
that,  but  I've  already  started  slowing  down,  I'm  approaching  that  thing 
and  then  it  just  started  shaking  like  all  hell  broke  loose.   My  concern 
was  the  580  overpass  was  shaking  like  a  roller  coaster,  absolutely,  the 
concrete,  the  steel  and  all  of  that.   I  had  no  idea  what  was  going  on 
behind  me.   Basically,  I  would  say  that  the  structure  collapsed  about  600 
feet  from  where  I  was.   At  the  time,  I  had  no  idea  ...  my  concern  was  the 
one,  I  guess  it  would  be,  the  one  above  looked  like  it  was  going  to 
collapse,  that  was  my  concern.   Now  when  it  ... 

JM:    You  had  already  gone  through  the  split  then? 

RM;    No.    I  hadn't. 

JM:    I  mean,  where  you  split  off  to  San  Francisco  or  go  the  other  way? 

RM:    I  was  in  the,  I  can't  visualize  it  at  this  point,  but  I  was  in  the  number 
three  lane  waiting  to  eventually  approach  into  the  maze  ...  where  it  would 
go  into  I  guess  that's  80  up  there,  but  I  can't  tell  you  the  exact  point 
where  I  was.   All  I  know  is,  I  knew  it  was  time  to  get  out  of  that  place, 
because  if  I  stayed  in  it  much  longer  I  would  be  going  to  San  Francisco. 
To  kind  a  put  it  in  perspective,  I  would  say  from  ...  you  guys  can  maybe 
work  backwards,  but  if  you  were  to  ...  right  where  the  880  ends  and  the 
maze  begins  and  580  and  San  Francisco  and  everything  all  come  together, 
it's  only  about  600  feet  back  and  that's  where  it  collapsed.   But  what  it 
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felt  like  is  the  first  thing,  it  just  felt  like  two  flat  tires.  At  that 
point,  the  truck  kind  of,  I  guess,  did  a  rocking  motion  and,  I  forget  if  I 
smacked  my  head  against  the  window  first  or  I  hit  my  head  on  the  ceiling. 
One  or  the  other,  I  forget  the  exact  way.   Then,  I  grabbed  onto  the 
steering  wheel  and  was  trying  to  figure  out  what  was  going  on.   The  thing 
that  I  remember  probably  most  was,  it  wasn't  like  any  other  earthquake  I 
had  ever  been  through,  because  there  was  noise.   Usually  at  a  earthquake, 
the  ground  just  shakes,  but  there  was  a  rumbling.    I  don't  know  if  that 
was  the  shaking  of  the  overpass  or  the  collapsing  of  the  structure,  but  it 
just  seemed  like  it  went  for  a  long  time.  The  whole  time  this  thing  is 
going  on,  everybody  is  still  trying  to  move  forward.   I  don't  know,  I  hear 
the  earthquake  lasted  15  seconds,  but  basically,  everybody  kept  moving. 
It  slowed  and  as  we  got  to  the,  I  guess,  again  to  try  to  put  the  time 
frame  in  perspective  is  very  difficult,  because  I  remember  everything  that 
took  place  after  that  too.   But  basically,  everybody  stopped  for  a  split 
second,  totally  confused  and  then  the  people  that  were  from,  I  would  say, 
the  beginning  of  the  maze  back  tried  to  move  forward.   For  the  most  part, 
everybody  did  keep  moving.   Once,  and  again  I  don't  know  if  this  is  now 
after  the  earthquake,  but  after  that  when  we  finally  did  enter  onto  the 
maze,  everybody  was  going  the  wrong  (or  their  own)  damn  direction.  Nobody 
was  happy  with  the  lane  they  were  in.   If  they  were  in  one,  they  wanted 
two  and  if  they  were  in  four,  they  wanted  three  and  so  on.  There  was  two 
big,  now  this  was  after  I've  gotten  off  the  structure  now,  on  880  there's 
two,  I  wouldn't  say  they  were  big  craters,  they're  cuts  in  the  road. 
There  was  one  in  the  number  one  lane  and  there  was  one  I  guess  around 
three  or  four  lane.   I  don't  recall,  I  think  I  had  to  cross  over  the  line 
into  three  or  four  lane  to  get  over,  'cause  I  live  just  the  first  exit 
past  that.  Then,  the  whole  ...  once  I  finally  got  over  into  I  guess  it 
would  be  the  number  four  lane,  which  is  the  lane  that's  going  to  exit  off 
Powell,  it  looked  like  the  side  of  the  freeway  collapsed.   I  don't 
remember  if  the  freeway  or  the  dirt  next  to  it  had,  but  something  had 
sunk,  totally  down  about  two  feet.  Something  like  that  and  that  was 
fouling  up  the  traffic.   So,  people  were  going  in  every  ...  it  was  moving 
but  it  wasn't  going  normally.   Everybody  wanted  a  different  lane.  People 
from  580  are  trying  to  come  in.   People  from  San  Francisco  are  trying  to 
come  in,  and  we're  merging  and  it  just  seemed  like  it  was  going  forward, 
but  not  as  fast  as  I  would  like.  My  concern  was,  again,  without  even 
knowing  that  the  structure  had  collapsed,  my  concern  was  everything  above 
us  was  still  going  to  collapse  and  it  was  my  thing,  was  to  keep  moving  so 
that  if  it  does  collapse,  everybody  behind  me  can  get  out  of  there.  So, 
basically,  nobody  was  on  their  horns  or  was  yelling  at  anybody,  but  it 
just  seemed  like  it  was  barely  getting  through  there.  At  the  time  it 
happened,  I  was  listening  to  the  ball  game  and  that  went  blank. 

JM:  Right. 

RM:    I  had  a  company  radio  on  and  they  were  telling  me  there  was  an 
earthquake.  They  weren't  telling  me,  they  were  just  talking  in 
generalities,  "there  was  an  earthquake"  and  I  knew  it.    I  didn't  ...  any 
of  that  to  tell  me.   But,  I  guess  going  back  into  the  structure  again,  it 
was  kind  of  in  a  daze  because,  again  I'm  just  trying  to  get  home.  The 
first  thing  I  feel  is,  and  it's  the  strangest  feeling  and  it's  hard  to 
describe,  but  almost  instantaneously,  it  felt  like  somebody  had  picked  the 




U.IFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

t-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS 


truck  up  and  it  was  no  longer  driving  in  that  spot.  Then,  the  next  thing 
I  felt  was  the  truck  is  kind  of  at  an  angle,  and  I'm  getting  smacked 
around  in  there.    I  don't  know,  as  I  said,  if  I  hit  the  window  first  or  if 
I  hit  the  ceiling,  but  one  or  the  other.   Then,  I'm  just  grabbing  on  to 
the  steering  wheel  trying  to  figure  out  what  is  going  on  here.  Basically, 
everybody  that  I  passed  is  dead,  that's  the  bottom  line  because,  I  would 
have  to  assume  that  there  weren't  that  many  people  in  600  feet  who  came 
after  me.   That  would  have  to  be  the  assumption  I  made.    'Cause  everybody 
was  just  going  like  a  Sunday  afternoon  drive,  nobody  was  in  a  big  rush. 
It's  just  that  the  flow  of  traffic  was  so  much  better  in  the  number  two 
lane  because  there  was  nobody  going  to  San  Francisco.   There  was  one  or 
two  cars  for  a  mile  that  I  could  see,  maybe  three,  in  the  number  one  and 
two  lanes,  and  everybody  else  was  virtually  in  the  number  three  and  four 
lanes  ... 

JM:    Specifically,  do  you  remember  any  of  those  vehicles  that  you  passed? 
RN:    I  do  ... 

JM:    Anything  that  stuck  in  your  mind? 

RM:    I  do  in  my  dreams  now.  The  worse  part  about  this  thing  is  I  dream  about 
it.   Not  everyday  now,  but  darn  near  everyday  and  which  people  that  didn't 
have  faces  are  getting  faces,  you  know  what  I  mean,  because  I've  thought 
about  this  thing  so  much.    'Cause  normally,  the  truck  that  I  drive,  it's  a 
big  old  one-ton,  you  see  everybody.  As  you  drive  by,  as  I  said,  I  just 
kind  of  look.   Most  of  the  people  that  I  remember  with  few  exceptions  were 
single  passengers  in  cars.   Now  it's  not  ...  I  don't  remember  any  big 
vehicles  out  there.    I  don't  remember  any  ...  lots  of  people  in  the  car 
and  that  type  of  thing.    It  just  seemed  like  everybody  was  coming  home 
from  work.   One  person  type  thing.   Nobody  was  in  any  major  rush.  But 
yeah,  they're  getting  faces  and  I  don't  know  where  the  faces  are  coming 
up,  where  I'm  getting  them  from,  but  I'm  starting  to  get  them  now.  Then, 
when  I  finally  got  home  'cause  it's  only  one  exit,  if  I'm  not  mistaken,  I 
think  the  lights  were  all  screwed  up  at  the  Powell  Street  exit.   So,  it 
was  just  once  you  got  there  I  make  a  left  and  I  go  under  the  underpass  and 
then  I  go  down  to  Watergate,  which  is  the  Condos  down  there.  Everybody 
was  standing  outside  'cause  that  place  really  got  shook.  That's  on  a 
similar  type  of  landfill.    It  wasn't  for  at  least  ...  when  I  finally  got 
over  there  and  parked  the  vehicle,  then  I  saw  all  this  smoke.   I  said, 
"boy,  I'll  bet  somebody  probably  got  shook  right  off  that  overpass". 
Then,  I  saw  a  second  one,  if  I'm  not  mistaken,  I  think  I  saw  one  and  then 
two,  I'm  not  sure,  maybe  I  saw  both  at  the  same  time. 

JM:    You're  recalling  the  smoke,  is  that  what  you're  talking  about? 

RM:    Yeah,  the  brown  smoke.    I  then  went  and  saw  what  kind  of  damage  I  had  at 
my  place.   Then,  I  went  and  tried  to  find  my  girl  friend,  she  lives  over 
there  too.   I  guess  at  that  point,  everybody  started  congregating  outside 
and  you  started  hearing  all  the  rumors.   Like  the  Bay  Bridge  had 
collapsed.    I  never  heard  anything  about  the  ... 

JM:    You  can  see  the  Bay  Bridge  from  your  house,  can't  you? 
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RN:    Sure  can.   I  can  see  the  collapsed  portion.    I  live  in  a  great  spot  for 
all  this  stuff.    It's  all  landfill,  it's  varying  degrees.   Our  place  is  on 
bedrock.   I  don't  know  what  the  heck  they  put  the  freeway  on,  but  the 
approach  to  the  Bay  Bridge  is  the  same  thing.   But  finally,  I  guess  I 
don't  know  what  time  frame  it  was,  but  I  started  to  hear  things.   I  said, 
well,  they  kept  saying  don't  go  in  your  car  unless  you  need  to.  At  that 
point,  I  said  there's  a  lot  of  problems  over  there,  but  I  assumed  there 
were  people  taking  care  of  them  so  I  didn't  go  back  there.   But  the 
amazing  part  was  being  as  close  as  I  was,  all  I  could  hear  was  the  noise. 
Keep  in  mind  I've  got  the  radio  going,  and  trying  to  listen  to  the  ball 
game.  The  car  radio  for  the  company,  that  wasn't  ...  nobody  was  talking 
...  windows  rolled  down  maybe,  it's  a  guess,  two  inches.  What  it  sounded 
like  was  a  rumble,  just  a  rumbling  sound.   But  at  no  point,  did  I  assume 
that  the  freeway  collapsed.   I  figured  the  one  on  top  of  me  was  about 
ready  to  but  . . . 

JM:    What  was  it  doing,  what  motion  was  that? 

RN:    Literally  like  a  roller  coaster.   If  you  took  a  piece  of  sheet  metal  and 
just  started  ...  one  person  grab  one  end  and  the  other  person  grab  the 
other  end,  and  just  started  shaking  it.  This  type  of  thing.   Concrete  and 
steel  and  that  was  all  I  could  see  was  that  thing  honestly  just  vibrating 
and  that's  what  I  assumed  the  rumble  was.   I  didn't  realize  at  the  time 
that  the  whole  darn  thing  right  behind  me  had  collapsed.    It's  a  guess, 
but  I  would  say  that  six  seven  hundred  feet,  eight  stretching  it,  that 
somewhere  in  that  neighborhood,  but  ...  I  didn't  know  how  many  cars  were 
behind  me,  but  I  knew  there  were  cars  behind  me  because  at  some  point,  you 
take  a  look  through  your  rearview  mirror  and  there's  somebody  behind  you 
and  you  have  to  keep  moving  forward  so  they  can  get  out  of  there.   But  I 
thought  at  the  time  ...  "good  lord,  that  thing  is  going  to  collapse  and 
that's  the  last  place  I  want  to  be." 

JM:    I  think  you've  answered  most  of  these  questions  having  been  able  to  read 
it  earlier.   What  was  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

RM:    Well,  it  went  from  right  to  left.   It  seemed  like  the  right  side  rose  up, 
the  left  side  came  down,  and  then  the  left  side  went  up.   It's  like 
everything  that  was  here  moved  to  here  and  my  truck  just  happened  to  be  in 
the  way.    It  just  took  it  right  out.   Then,  it  just  slammed  it  right  back 
down  and  that's  when  I  hit  the  window  and  roof. 

JM:    You  hit  both  of  them  you  think? 

RM:    I  know  I  hit  both.   Yeah,  no  doubt  about  it.   It  just  kind  of  woke  me  up. 
I  said,  "my  god,  what's  going  on  here"? 

JM:    I  don't  have  any  other  questions.   It's  1144  and  I'll  turn  the  tape  off 
then. 
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W-32,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski , 

#7739,  on  November  16,  1989,  at  approximately  1359  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  the  Oakland  CHP  Office.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SK:  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski,  CHP 
RM: 


SK:  could  I  have  your  full  name  for  the  record? 

RM: 

SK:    Is  that  . . . 


RM 


SK:    Is  that  out  on  Harbor  Bay  out  there? 
RM:    No,  it's  on  the  Webster  Street  end. 

SK:    Oh,  it  is.   I  understand  you  were  near  Interstate  880  Cypress  Structure 
area  on  the  date  of  the  San  Francisco  earthquake,  which  was  October  17  and 
witnessed  the  part  of  that  structure  fall?   Is  that  correct,  sir? 

RM:    That's  correct.    I  had  left  Oakland  Army  Base,  I  got  caught  in  a  flag 
ceremony  at  5:00  p.m.   So,  I  probably  got  out  of  there  at  5:01  p.m.  and 
went  over  the  Grand  Avenue  overpass  in  the  direction  departing  from  the 
Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  and  turned  right  on  Cypress.   I  had  not  gone  more  than 
two  or  three  blocks  past  the  Peralta,  angled  off  street,  I  believe,  when  I 
thought  my  shocks  were  giving  out.  My  rear  shocks,  and  it  would  be  the 
same  sensation  as  your  rear  axle,  shifting  left  and  right.   I  had  them 
replaced  six  months  before  and  I  ...  my  first  thought  was  it  had  gotten 
really  bad,  so  I  pulled  over  to  the  side  of  the  road.    I  saw  the  Cypress 
Structure,  which  I  always  call  it  the  freeway  I  guess,  come  down  on  top  of 
itself  right  beside  me.    I  must  have  seen  it  start  to  fall  while  I  was 
still  moving  forward,  because  I  ended  up  with  my  right  vehicle  tire  over 
the  curb  and  right  next  to  a  red  painted  metal  building  which,  while 
looking  at  a  map  later,  might  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  14th  or 
15th  Street. 


SK:    Were  you  travelling  northbound? 


RM:    I  was  heading  toward  the  BART  Station  which  would  be  south,  I  guess,  going 
directly  south. 

SK:    At  Cypress  at  about  14th  or  15th,  by  the  photos  you've  seen? 


RM:  Yes. 


SK:    Did  you  drive  through  that  area  again  later? 
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RM:    Only  with  my  cousin  a  week  ago.   I  tried  to  get  near  it  the  next  day  with 
a  fellow  at  the  Army  Base,  but  we  couldn't  get  within  three  blocks  because 
of  a  stream  of  sightseers  and  then  ... 

SK:    How  often  do  you  travel  on  that  route,  sir?  On  Cypress  Street? 

RM:    On  Cypress  Street,  that  was  a  nearly  everyday  occurrence  in  the  last  six 
months.   I  come  that  way  home  from  the  Army  Base  nearly  everyday,  at  least 
four  days  a  week  I  go  to  the  Army  Base,  and  travel  beside  it  also  on  the 
other  lane  going  to  the  Army  Base  where  the  American  Steel  and  Coke  Cola 
Plant  ... 

SK:   They're  large  businesses  there.   How  heavy  was  the  traffic  that  day? 

RM:    It's  usually  very  light  in  the  afternoon  on  Cypress  Street  at  that  time  of 
day.   I  would  not  say  that  it  was  unusually  light,  since  it's  normally 
light  anyway.   I  was  only  ...  a  block  or  two  down,  there  was  probably  one 
car  further  ahead  of  me  or  something.   I  moved  over  to  the  slow  lane  when 
I  thought  there  was  something  wrong  with  my  car.   There  was  very  little 
traffic  normally  and  there  was  very  little  that  day  also. 

SK:    Were  you  in  the  car  by  yourself? 

RM:    I  was  indeed. 

SK:    Did  you  get  a  chance  to  see  any  of  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway, 
at  the  time  when  you  stopped  there? 

RM:    No,  I  only  saw  smoke  coming  from  between  the  two  decks  after  the  event. 

SK:    Was  that  immediately  after  the  event  or  ... 

RM:    If  I  can  just  go  ahead  with  my  ...  it  kind  a  told  the  story.  How  am  I 
doing  on  tape?  I  talk  better  just  talking  to  a  tape  than  talking  to  a 
person  I  think.  As  I  noticed  this  thing  coming  down  it  looked,  it 
resembled  like  the  shape  of  an  "A".  As  it  came  over  the  vision  was  locked 
in  my  mind  as  a  figure  "A".  This  side  came  over  here,  I  guess  that's  what 
they  decided  happened.   It  just  seems  like  I  saw  the  thing  kind  of  come 
out  and  it  came  down.  The  noise,  I  thought  a  day  or  two  later,  'cause  I 
couldn't  remember  any  noise,  heard  a  noise  a  day  or  two  later  that 
reminded  me.   I  think  it  might  have  been  a  sound  like  (sound  simulation). 
A  sound  like  it  was  happening  very  quickly.  Noise  being  one  of  the 
members  (?)  from  a  distance.   Then,  there  was  a  cloud  of  dust.   I  kept 
thinking  the  thing  was  going  to  fall  some  more.   So,  that  my  perception,  I 
guess  the  reason  I  bothered  to  call  the  Highway  Patrol  that  day,  is 
because  I  might  have  an  insightful  thought  that  perhaps  the  freeway  fell 
before  the  earthquake  reached  its  greatest  intensity,  because  I  was  still 
quivering  in  my  car.   I  guess  I  got  out  of  my  car  at  one  point,  and  got 
back  into  the  car.  The  electric  wires  right  above  me.   I  was  cringing 
down  in  the  car  and  kept  thinking  its  going  to  tumble  some  more.  Now  I 
think  later,  after  talking  to  other  people,  that  it  shook  for  a  long  time, 
is  that  my  car  was  continuing  to  shake  for  quite  awhile  ...  after  I  saw 
this  thing  tumble  down.   So,  then  this  heavy  dust  came  up  so  that  it  was 
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too  dense  to  even  see  it.  My  car  was  closer  than  that  wall  to  the  thing. 
It  was  about  as  far  as  that  Seely  heater  from  the  thing.  Only  a  lane  and 
half  away. 

SK:    Can  you  give  me  approximate  feet? 

RM:    Less  than  20  feet.    I  never  actually  paced  off  the  distance.   Less  than  20 
feet.   But  there  was  a  heavy  cloud  of  dust  making  it  impossible  to  even 
see  the  structure.   Then,  when  it  settled,  I  remember  I  turned  on  my 
windshield  wipers,  because  the  car  was  covered  with  dust.   Then,  I  was 
calm,  I  felt  calm.   Didn't  have  that  anxiety  feeling.    I  got  out  of  the 
car  and  I  saw  a  cloud  of  smoke  coming  out  from  ...  and  I  looked  back 
behind  me  I  thought  it  was  total  chaos.    Is  that  there,  was  a  cloud  of 
pale  brown  smoke  coming  out  from  the  gap  between  the  two  decks.   I  turned 
my  car  around  and  headed  back  the  other  way.    I  suppose,  because  there  was 
rubble  in  the  road  ahead  of  me,  but  I  went  back  as  far  as  a  semi -trailer 
truck  who  had  been  following  me.   He  said  (he's  just  looking  out  of  his 
truck  window)  and  he  say  "it  just  fell  down,  man"!   He  was  kind  a  numb,  he 
couldn't  really  function.    I  could  see  later.   He  was  just  dazed  looking 
out  the  truck  window.   At  that  time,  I  guess  there  had  been  a  bunch  of 
fellows  that  had  come  out  to  help.   One  of  them  ran  over  by  the  ...  am  I 
saying  too  much? 

SK:    No,  no. 

RM:    ...  had  gone  over  by  the  pillars  by  that  next  block,  just  another  few,  20 
yards  ahead  of  me.   One  fellow  said  to  the  other  "you've  gotta  be  careful, 
that  thing  can  fall  some  more,  but  you  can  go  help  if  you  want."   So,  the 
other  fellow  took  off  running  up  toward  the  bridge  abutment,  freeway 
support.   So,  I  ambled  behind  him,  walked  toward  him,  and  then  about  that 
time  something  fell,  a  small  piece  of  cement.    I'd  say  smaller  than  a 
brick,  some  small  pieces  you  heard  clatter  down,  and  that  guy  turned 
around  and  ran  right  past  me.  That's  when  I  went  back  and  got  in  my  car. 
I  drove  back  toward  the  direction  of  the  flow  of  traffic  and  I  had  to  move 
...  I  stopped  maybe  twice  or  three  times  to  move  a  small  clump  of  cement. 
Or  some  of  them  weren't  that  small,  but  you  could  shove  them  out  of  the 
way.   Then,  I  stopped  near  where  the  structure  supports  were  ahead  and  no 
longer  caved  in,  but  I  noticed  still  the  smoke  had  changed  from  a  pale 
brown  smoke  to  a  thick  black  column  of  smoke  pouring  out  this  deck.  While 
we  were  there,  a  fellow  who  was  standing  there,  a  woman  on  top  was  asking 
how  to  get  down.   He  gave  her  directions  to  just  walk  (like  he  had  done 
this  everyday)  just  walk  straight  down  to  the  down  overpass,  you'll  have 
no  trouble.    'Course,  she  could  have  driven  down  but  ...  dazed  ...  this 
man  who  was  next  to  me  was  very  sure  minded.   But  about  that  moment,  I  saw 
two  fellows  in  camouflaged  fatigues  come  out  on  the  top  deck  of  the 
rubble.  They  had  emerged,  I  realized  later,  from  under  deck  and  they  had 
been  travelling  toward  the  collapse  on  the  bottom  deck.  They  emerged  on 
the  top  and  they  had  their  hats  on.    I  didn't  know  it  at  the  time,  that 
they  were  Marines,  but  I  should  have  known  because  if  they  had  had 
presence  of  mind  to  put  their  caps  on.  All  the  services  wear  camouflaged 
fatigues  now.   So,  I  figured  it  was  in  good  hands.   I  didn't  know  but  what 
the  whole  city  had  collapsed.    I  thought  it  might  take  me  two  days  to  get 
to  Alameda.    I  don't  know  that  I  wanted  to  see  gore.    I  knew  if  I  were  to 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  nic  ies 


help,  I  was  going  to  see  gore  and  I  just  said  let  them  guys  doing  that.  I 
don't  know  ...  that's  my  cop  out  answer.   I  didn't  even  want  to  talk  about 
it  for  the  first  couple  of  days,  thinking,  because  I  had  to  apologize  for 
not  staying  to  do  more  to  help.   Although,  I  was  there,  if  somebody  had  a 
thirty- foot  ladder. 

SK:   What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?   I  know  you 
mentioned  that  your  thought  you  shocks  were  ...  you're  car  was  rocking. 

RM:    That's  the  first  thing  I  thought.   Shocks.    'Cause  it  was  ...  now  I  feel 
that  anytime  you  drive  upon  that  Nimitz,  you  feel  it  because  it  sinks.  If 
you've  driven  on  the  Nimitz,  it  seems  to  have  extra  bumps  in  it  now. 

SK:  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  earthquake  as  you  felt  it?  Was  it  up 
and  down,  or  side  to  side?  In  your  own  words,  how  would  you  describe  the 
motion  that  you  felt  from  the  earthquake? 

RM:    The  motion  was  a  distinct  side  to  side  as  I  drove,  but  it  was  as  though 
the  rear  wheels  were  doing  the  steering.   The  car  was  doing  this.  The 
rear  part  was  moving  side  to  side  and  I  cannot  answer  after  the  freeway 
collapsed,  because  my  only  thought  was  that  I  was  going  to  die  and  it  was 
going  to  come  down  some  more  and  I  quit  concentrating  on  what  I  felt.  I 
thought  after  I  saw  (sound)  ...  I  thought  it  was  going  to  fall  some  more. 
Just  seemed  natural  that  it  would.  That's  my  inspiration  that  maybe  the 
earthquake  increased  even  more  from  the  time  that  it  collapsed. 

SK:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  the  freeway  was  actually  falling,  that 
you  can  recall? 

RN:    I  was  looking  that  way  so,  maybe  it  had  let  out  a  noise.   Maybe  it  had  let 
out  a  roar  before  it  came  down,  but  I  was  looking  at  it  ...  when  it  fell  I 
was  looking  at  an  abutment.  This  is  where  the  supporting  column  right 
here,  I  was  looking  at  it  from  approximately  this  angle  so  it  was  another 
20  to  45  degrees  from  me  so  that  I  was  very  close  to  being  next  to  it.  Of 
course,  that  thing  is  very  high.   It  came  down...  I  saw  a  picture  the 
other  day  ...  it  fell  down  from  an  angle,  I  don't  know,  maybe  75  degrees 
high  looking  out  your  windshield.   Falling  down  to  less  than  45,  or  35,  or 
so  degrees.  There  1s  cement  both  in  front  of  me  and  behind  me. 

SK:    From  the  support  pillars  you  believe,  or  ... 

RN:   There  were  large  cement  boulders  that  I  had  to  move.   Some  of  them  being 
approximately  a  foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet  in  length  and  a  foot  around. 
That  were  too  heavy  to  lift  but  I  could  shove  them.   I  got  to  thinking 
later,  one  could  have  hit  my  car,  but  they  were  bouncing  off  the  street  so 
they  wouldn't  have  fallen  on  me.   Had  I  been  stopped  in  the  fast  lane,  I'd 
probably  be  dead.  The  stops  lights  are  where  the  columns  are  ... 

SK:   The  ...  you  mentioned  earlier  ...  you  made  some  motions  with  your  hands 
describing  an  "A",  can  you  further  (we  can't  see  what  motion  you  made  with 
your  hands)  describe  it. 

RM:    It  was  only  a  kind  of  a  ...  like  one  or  two  frames  that  gets  caught  in 
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your  mind  and  you  don't  get  a  chance  to  see  it  in  replay,  so  you  kind  of 
remember  it  the  best  ...  that  you  can  ...  I  think  that  there  was  a 
military  emblem  that  had  a  flat  top  "A"  with  a  wider  portion  of  the  "A" 
below  the  cross  bar  on  the  "A",  so  that  it  was  more  of  a  slanted  "H"  shape 
with  a  top.    It  was  as  though  it  had  come  down  on  top  of  the  other  portion 
like  a  scissors  like  ...  I  could  draw  a  picture  perhaps,  but  that  isn't 
like  describing  it.  That's  the  kind  of  thing  ...  although,  I  know  I 
couldn't  see  the  supporting  member  on  the  far  side,  because  of  the 
roadway,  of  the  letter  "A"  shape  like  this.   Some  military  unit  used  to 
have  an  "A"  like  that,  probably  when  I  was  a  kid. 

SK:    That  indicates  the  way  the  support  columns  were  in  your  mind  for  the 
Cypress  Structure.   Was  that  correct? 

RM:    Yeah.   But  this  had  to  come  over  that.    I  never  actually  tried  to  draw  it 
before,  so  that  way  I'm  thinking  of  the  letter  "A"  ...  I  don't  know  ...  I 
think  maybe  the  fact  that  this  came  over  like  that,  what  I  saw  was  a 
glimpse,  maybe  in  that  glimpse  since  where  the  supporting  member  is  also 
where  the  large  under  piece  is  as  you  view  it.   Maybe  I  saw,  for  a 
fraction  of  time  this  whole  thing  coming  down  and  saw  this  section  closing 
up  until  the  big  supporting  members  are  right  where  the  columns  are  and 
maybe  I  saw  that  as  an  image  coming  down.   So,  it  looked  like  the  letter 
■A"  for  a  brief  period  of  time.   That's  the  best  I  can  describe. 

SK:  I'll  put  this  little  sketch  in  my  pocket  here  so  that  our  reviewers  ...  I 
think  the  engineers  are  pretty  interested  in  eye  witness  accounts  on  how 
it  came  down.   That's  why  we're  asking  these  questions. 

RM:    I'm  hoping  that  subsequent  reading  of  the  accounts  in  the  paper  hasn't 
changed,  doctored  my  own  view,  because  there  have  been  some  pretty  good 
theories  about  ...  you've  read  them  them  too. 

SK:    Yes,  I  have.   Let  me  ask  you  a  few  more  quick  questions  here.   Do  you 

normally  wear  glasses  when  you  drive?  Were  you  wearing  them  at  the  time? 

RM:    No,  and  no. 

SK:    Were  you  in  good  health  prior  to  the  incident? 
RM:    Yes  I  was. 

SK:    Had  you  taken  any  alcoholic  beverages  or  any  drugs  or  any  prescription 
medications  prior  to  the  incident? 

RM:    No,  not  that  day,  I  had  just  come  from  work. 

SK:    Did  you  witness  any  person  involved  perform  any  heroic  acts? 

RM:   There  was  only  ...  no  other  than  people  in  positions  ...  the  one  fellow 
...  they  were  all  black  on  the  ground  except  for  one  white  guy.   The  white 
guy  just  said  "you  got  to  be  careful",  they're  all  young,  "you  got  to  be 
careful"  and  the  black  fellow  who  ran  over  to  the  bridge  abutment  come 
back  and  he  turned  around  and  ran  past  me.   There  was  also  the  man  next  to 
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me  who  I  didn't  even  particularly  notice,  other  than  I  knew  there  was  a 
man  beside  me.  There  were  many  people  who  materialized  who  would  look  at 
you  and  say,  "did  you  see  it?"   "The  thing  fell  down,  man!"   In  a  very 
confused  sort  of  way  but  the  two  fellows  on  the  top  who  have  since 
appeared  in  the  newspaper,  the  two  Marines,  I  personally  witnessed. 
That's  all  I  can  say.  There  was  a  woman  on  the  top  deck  who  was  frantic 
asking  how  she  could  get  down.   A  Chinese  woman.   She  say,  "how  am  I  going 
to  get  down?"  This  man  beside  me,  who  was  really  good  stature,  told  her 
"walk  straight  down",  "walk  straight  down",  and  probably  said  the  number 
of  the  street,  like  13th  Street  overpass,  "walk  straight  down  and  you'll 
be  able  to  get  off,  you'll  have  no  problem." 

SK:    Would  you  know  how  to  contact  any  of  these  people  again  if  you  saw  them? 

RN:    No  way  at  all . 

SK:    Were  you  injured  in  anyway  from  the  incident? 

RM:    No,  there  are  some  dents  in  my  car.   I  put  a  claim  into  the  insurance 
company  only  because  I  was  prompted  to.   I  went  to  just  chat  with  my 
insurance  lady  to  tell  her  that  I  would  have  a  claim  if  I  had  been  one  car 
length  further  ahead  I  would  have  had  a  boulder  in  the  side  of  my  car. 
She  was  very  interested  and  typed  on  her  computer  and  she  says  "you've 
only  got  a  $100  deductible,  get  those  dents  taken  out."   I've  got  little 
nicks  in  it.   So,  I  was  going  to  let  it  go  since  there  is  no  proof.   I  got 
nobody  to  believe  me,  how  I  got  the  marks  on  my  car.  They're  still 
there.   I  told  the  insurance  company.  They  followed  up,  they  sent  me 
something  in  the  mail,  they  call  me  (call  my  answering  machine).  So,  I 
went  down  there  and  made  an  appointment  with  her.   Then,  I  went  down  there 
just  to  appease  them  and  they  gave  me  this  big  fat  check  and  I  think 
there's  people  that  are  hurting  need  that  money,  not  me.   I  haven't  cashed 
it.   I've  gone  to  a  body  shop  but  I  didn't  stop.   I  went  and  located  three 
of  them  and  I  drove  around.   I  says,  well  maybe  I'll  have  an  accident  in 
the  next  few  months,  I'll  do  it  later.   I  feel  guilty.   I'd  have  donated 
half  of  that  money  'cause  ... 

SK:  What  make  is  your  car? 

RM: 

SK:  Do  you  know  the  license  number  off  hand? 
RM: 

SK:  Who  is  your  insurance  company? 
RM: 

SK:  You  don't  know  the  policy  number  do  you? 

RM:  Off  hand  no. 

SK:  Or  have  a  card  with  you? 
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RM:    I  have  a  claim  number  but  they  gave  me  this  money  already  without  me 
having  seen  a  body  shop. 

SK:  I  think  your  description  has  been  pretty  good.  Your  description  of  what 
you  saw  and  you  were  right  there.  The  type  of  witness  we're  looking  for 
to  get  this  information  first  hand. 

RM:    As  to  whether  it  fell  ahead  or  behind  or  any  of  that  sort  a  thing  was  just 
a  big  surprise  and  I've  only  got  two  frames  in  mind  and  that's  it. 

SK:    Otherwise,  you  don't  know  if  it  came  from  the  north  or  south  or  if  it  all 
came  down  at  one  time? 


RM:    No,  I  can't  tell  you.    I  have  no  idea. 


SK:    Well,  I  thank  you  for  your  time.   I'm  going  to  turn  the  tape  off  and  the 
time  is  2:20  p.m.    Is  there  anything  you'd  like  to  add  before  I  turn  it 
off?  Anything  you  think  might  be  of  interest,  perhaps  our  engineer?  Did 
you  see  any  vehicles  themselves  trapped  up  there  from  where  you  were  at? 

RM:    Only  the  smoke  which  was  on  the  Bay  side.   Only  the  trail  of  smoke  which 
later  turned  out  to  be  the  ones  the  two  Marines  rescued.  They  repelled 
down  there  and  brought  ropes  and  supplies  up  and  went  in  there  and  rescued 
two  children  and  there  were  to  squashed  adults  in  that  particular  ...  I 
figure  it  was  a  truck  the  way  it  smoked,  but  it  was  a  car. 

SK:    The  time  is  2.21  p.m.  and  I  thank  you  very  much,  sir. 


:alifornia  highway  patrol 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-173 


W-33,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  20.  1989.  at  approximately  1207  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  ,  Fairfield.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  the  interview.  The  following  persons  were 
present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
DM: 

SM:    You  can  just  go  ahead  and  start  telling  me  what  happened. 

DM:    I  left  here  around  4:20.    I  left  Fairfield  and  was  just  normal  driving, 
normal  traffic.   I  got  to  the  juncture  where  I  made  to  go  from  80  to  880. 
As  I  made  the  turn,  made  the  approach  and  came  onto  the  deck,  the  truck 
started  to  shake  violently.   There  was  a  twisting  motion,  as  well  as  a  ... 
the  violence  of  the  shake  was  such  that  it  was  slowing  and  it  looked  like 
it  was  going  to  stop  the  truck.   At  first,  I  thought  it  was  a  double 
blowout.    I  didn't  hear  anything.   I  looked  up  and  I  saw  the  whole  traffic 
stopping  in  front  of  me.   Because  everyone  had  stopped  and  then  I  realized 
that  it  was  an  earthquake.   It  was  all  ...  it  just  took  like  that.  It 
didn't  seem  like  a  15  second  ordeal  to  me  at  all.    It  seemed  like  a  real 
short,  it  was  a  quick  episode.  There  wasn't  a  chance  or  time  to  think 
about  anything  but  trying  to  regain  control  of  the  truck.   By  the  time 
that  I  realized  what  had  happened,  I  had  pretty  much  slowed  down  and  was 
coming  to  a  stop.   There  was  a  guy  on  a  motorcycle,  a  black  man  on  a 
motorcycle,  and  he  went  up  to  the  point  where  ...  I  couldn't  see  the 
bridge  going  down  or  disappearing  because  I  was  on  an  incline.   But  he 
went  up  there,  and  then  came  back,  and  he  was  relaying  to  all  of  us  that 
the  bridge  had  come  down.   So,  we  just  backed  off  the  freeway  and  moved  to 
the  right.    I  remember,  I  did  see  one  man  but  he  wasn't  doing  any  ...  he 
was  in  shock.   He  looked  like  he  was  not  in  a  state  of  shock,  but  that  he 
was  panic  stricken.    I'm  not  sure  whether  he  had  gotten  off  the  bridge.  I 
remember  that  I  looked  at  him  and  I  waved  at  him  and  he  just  looked  like  a 
zombie  and  that  was  about  it.  Then,  we  just  moved  ...  the  traffic  by  that 
time  ...  there  was  an  oriental  girl  on  the  left  hand  side  of  me  and  we 
started  to  roll  down  our  windows  and  were  talking  to  one  another.   She  had 
a  telephone.   Oh,  and  I  remember  trying  to  get  a  radio  station  because  the 
radio  station  was  right  before  the  World  Series  was  starting  and  that  had 
gone  blank.   There  was  only  one  radio  station  that  still  had  power.  I 
figured  I  would  listen  to  the  results  and  see  what  had  happened.   But  it 
was  a  real  torquing  motion.   The  bridge,  or  the  structure,  seemed  to  ... 
I'm  not  sure  in  sequence,  where  I  was  in  terms  of  that  time  span,  but  the 
bridge  seemed  to  do  a  twisting  and  a  pulling  motion  at  the  same  time.  It 
seemed  to  be  moving  in  two  directions,  because  it  was  really  stopping  the 
vehicle  from  moving,  without  me  doing  anything.   I  let  up  off  the  gas  and 
I  was  probably  doing  65  and  I  went  from  65  to  35  in  maybe  400  yards,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  or  something  like  that.  So,  it's  in  that  basic  time 
frame. 


SM: 


So,  it  was  twisting  from  side  to  side.  Was  it  also  ...  I  mean,  you  said 
it  was  two  directions.   Was  it  like  pulling  up  or  backwards? 
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DN:    Well,  it  was  moving,  it  seemed  to  be  moving  up  and  down  and  also 

torquing.  That  was  the  only  way  that  I  could  ...  that's  the  only  way  I 
can  really  describe  the  way  that,  the  feeling  that  was  going  on.  Because 
I  was  very  intent  on  trying  to  regain  control  of  the  truck.   I  mean  that 
seemed  to  be  ...  first  I  looked  down  and  then  I,  because  I  thought  well 
for  sure,  there  is  something  wrong  with  the  vehicle.    It  was  violent,  it 
was  just  really  very,  very  violent.   I  think  when  the  ...  either  the 
portion  of  the  bridge  that  had  collapsed  ahead  of  me  ...  when  that 
structure  gave  way  and  released  that  to,  to  allow  that  tension  to  come  off 
of  it,  or  it  was  just  a  fraction  of  a  second  prior  to  it.   But,  there  was 
no  way  ...  I  could  not  see.   I  could  not  see  when  that  bridge  went  down, 
and  I  did  not  hear  the  bridge  go  down  at  all. 

SM:   The  area  that  you  were  on  then,  it  was  an  incline  area?   It  didn't  incline 
because  of  the  earthquake?   It  was  an  incline  anyway?  You  were  saying  it 
was  a  slight  incline  anyway. 

DN:    No,  it  was  a  natural  approach. 

SM:    On  the  photograph,  we  put  you  right  about  at  30  ...  prior  to  34th  ...  I 
don't  see  that  exit.   The  exit  is  out  on  32nd,  so  you  were  before  the  exit 
at  32nd,  the  Cypress  Street  exit? 

DN:  Right. 

SM:    You  were  ... 

DN:    The  last  standing  structure. 

SN:   When  you  first  felt  it  then,  you  were  somewhere  before  the  exit  where  it 
goes  off? 

DN:   Well  see,  I'm  coming,  which  direction  am  I  coming  from? 
SN:    You're  coming  from  80  right  here. 

DN:  OK,  yeah.  Somewhere  right  in  here.  Somewhere  right  as  I  got  to  ...  well, 
coming  underneath  this  portion  of  another  freeway.  That's  when  I  started 
to  feel  it. 

SN:    So,  you're  right  about  the  merge  ramp  of  80,  traffic  coming  from  San 
Francisco? 

DN:    Right,  right,  right!  That's  where  it  is  and  right  in  here,  I  started  to 
feel  it.   So,  I  was  doing  a  good  60  miles  an  hour. 

SN:    You  were  in  the  fast  lane? 

DN:  I  was  in  the  far  left  hand  lane,  this  lane.  By  the  time  that  the  truck 
had  stopped  moving,  I  mean  that  I  had  been  able  to  slow  it  up  enough,  I 
guess  I'd  be  right,  probably  about  here. 

SN:    So,  you  were  just  past  the  exit.  Did  you  have  to  back  up  then? 
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DM:    I  had  to  back  up  off  the  exit,  or  back  off  of  the  structure  maybe  20  yards 
or  so,  60  feet.   There  were  other  cars  here.   There  were  other  cars  parked 
through  here.   Not  a  lot,  but  maybe  oh,  I  don't  know,  maybe  10  cars  at 
this  point  right  here. 

SM:    Parked  in  front  of  you? 

DM:    That  were  parked  in  front,  before  the  break,  had  not  gotten  to  the  break. 
Then,  there  was  this  ...  there  was  a  red  truck  that  was  right  in  there. 
And  . . . 

SM:    Now  were  you  driving  a  pickup  truck  or  a  big  rig  of  some  sort? 

DM:    No,  a  pickup  truck.   A  Ford  pickup  truck.   No,  we  just  got  off  the  freeway 
and  then  moved.    I  don't  know,  I  think  this  is  the  street  that  we  made  the 
left  on.   We  hit  this  frontage  road  and  that's  when  I  saw  this  guy  with 
the  dazed  look  on  his  face. 

SM:  So,  you  followed  Cypress  then  and  made  a  left  under  the  structure  on  32nd? 

DM:  Under  the  structure,  and  then  got  on  the  city  streets.   Then  (inaudible). 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

DM:  Everyday. 

SM:  Everyday? 

DM:  Well ,  I  was  travelling  it  everyday.  Yeah. 

SM:  Do  you  normally  travel  at  about  the  same  time  of  day? 

DM:    Well,  I've  been  driving  ...  especially  on  that  day  because  I  visit  my 
daughter.    I  try  to  get  out  of  here  at  four  o'clock  and  I  just  kept 
getting  phone  calls  and  it  was  real  ...  it  was  great.   I  just  kept  getting 
last  minute  phone  calls,  yeah,  call  me  back,  call  me  back  ...  but  anyway, 
I  really  wasn't  going  to  see  the  World  Series.    I  have  one  night  a  week 
with  my  daughter,  so  I  was  going  to  see  her  and  so  I  just  left  at  4:20. 
But  I  normally  leave  anywhere  between  ...  on  that  day,  I  tried  to  leave 
early  between  4:00  and  4:15  so  (inaudible). 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day?  Did  it  seem  normal  to 
you? 

DM:    Oh,  it  was  very  light.   No,  it  was  very  light. 
SM:    Very  unusual  then? 

DM:    Oh,  I  pulled  ...  just  the  fact  that  I  got  there  at  5  o'clock.   From  4:20, 
that's  ...  from  here,  it's  a  good  hour  drive  from  this  office  to  where  I 
go  in  Alameda.   It  only  took  ...  or  it  would  have  taken  45  to  50  minutes. 
Maybe  another  5  minutes  (inaudible). 
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SM:  Prior  to  leaving  work,  did  you  have  anything  alcoholic  to  drink  or  take 
any  kind  of  medication  of  any  kind,  prescription  medication? 

DM:  No. 

SM:  Nothing  that  would  affect  your  driving  or  your  individual  acuity? 

DM:  No. 

SM:  Did  you  have  your  glasses  on  while  you  were  driving? 

DM:  Yeah. 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  fairly  good  health? 

DM:  Great  health. 

SM:  That's  about  it.   At  this  time  we're  going  to  conclude  the  interview. 
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W-34,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell ,  CHP 
MM: 


SM:  you  are  aware  that  this  is  being  tape  recorded? 

MM:  Right 

SM:    If  you  can  start  by  telling  me  just  about  where  you  were  at  the  time. 
MM:    At  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 
SM:  Right. 

MM:    I  was  coming  on  880  heading  south.   I  just  gave  a  seminar  in  Berkeley  and 
listening  to  KQED.  They  started  saying  we're  having  an  earthquake,  and 
that  was  when  I  was  underneath  580  and  that's  when  everything  started  to 
shake. 


SM:  So,  you  first  heard  it  on  the  radio  rather  than  felt  it? 

MM:  That's  right.  Just  a  couple  seconds  later,  everything  went  to  "hell." 

SM:  So,  you  were  southbound  880  just  under  580  ... 

MM:  Right. 

SM:  Then,  you  heard  it  on  the  radio,  then  what  happened? 

MM:    Then,  the  ground  started  to  shake  an  awful  lot.  A  bunch  of  debris  started 
falling  off  of  580  and  it  was  mostly  like  paper,  road  garbage.   I  was  a 
little  nervous  about  something  coming  through  my  windshield.   I  have  a 
forward  sloping  windshield,  so  I  held  my  hand  up  against  that,  made  the 
turn  and  saw  a  dust  cloud  and  slammed  on  my  brakes  and  realized  that  the 
freeway  had  fallen  down. 

SM:    When  you  felt  the  freeway  shaking,  can  you  describe  the  motion,  whether  it 
was  a  violent  up  and  down  shaking  or  a  back  and  forth  motion? 

MM:    Well,  I  was  driving  a  van  with  some  fairly  heavy  equipment  in  it.  It's, 
to  me  felt  more  like  a  back  and  forth,  like  I  had  lost  a  tire  or  I  had  a 
blowout.  So,  it  was  kind  of  a  right  to  left  type  of  motion  more  than 
anything  else. 

SM:    Was  1t  enough  to  pull  you  out  of  the  lane  entirely  or  was  it  ...  did  it 
just  make  your  vehicle  shake  within  the  lane? 
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MM:    It  did  pull  me  out  of  the  lane,  yes. 

SM:    The  debris  that  you  said  was  falling  from  580,  you  described  it  as  paper, 
would  that  be  like  tar  paper  or  the  asphalt  type  pieces  on  the  roadway? 

MM:    That  and  also  road  garbage.  Things  people  throw  out  of  their  cars. 

SM:    Oh,  just  debris. 

MM:  You're  right.  Wasn't  anything  ...  some  stuff  hit  my  van  and  I  looked  at 
it  later  and  there  wasn't  any  dents,  it  wasn't  like  concrete  or  anything 
like  that. 

SM:    So,  you  got  out  from  under  that,  the  580  overhang? 
MM:  Right. 

SM:    About  where  were  you  at  that  point?  Which  lane  were  you  in? 

MM:    I  was  in  the  fast  lane. 

SM:   That's  when  you  braked  and  came  to  a  stop? 

MM:    Right.  Just  a  little  bit  farther,  I  saw  the  dust  cloud  and  then  stopped. 
I  was  following  my  sales  rep. 

SM:    How  about  the  cars  in  front  of  you,  were  they  all  stopped  as  well? 

MM:   There  was  only  one  car  in  front  of  me  and  that  was  my  friend,  my  sales 
rep,  and  he  had  stopped  just  before  I  did. 

SM:    How  did  you  get  off  of  that  section  that  you  were,  that  continues  on 
southbound  880,  right? 

MM:    Yeah,  right. 

SM:    How  did  you  get  out  ... 

MM:   We  got  off  on  the  off-ramp  that  was  right  where  it  broke  on  the  north 
side.   I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  street. 

SM:    Could  it  have  been  the  Cypress  Street  off? 

MM:    It  could  have  been.  We  had  to  back  up,  I  don't  know,  about  ten  feet  and 
then  come  back  around. 

SM:  Was  it  ... 

MM:  It  was  right  where  it  broke. 

SM:  Did  you  take  the  exit  off  on  your  right? 

MM:  Yes. 
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SM:    Were  you  on  the  right  hand  side? 
MM:    Yes,  ma'am. 

SM:    When  you  saw  the  ...  you  didn't  actually  see  any  of  the  pieces  falling, 
you  just  saw  the  dust? 

MM:  Right. 

SM:    The  dust  cloud? 

MM:    Right,  the  dust  cloud. 

SM:    After  you  took  the  exit  off,  did  you  stay  around  at  all,  or  what  happened 
after  that  point? 

MM:    We  got  off  and  pulled  off  to  the  side  there  on  the  off-ramp.  Couldn't  go 
any  farther  and  we,  I  carry  a  first-aid  kit  in  my  van  and  I  also  had  a 
sleeping  bag,  and  we  tried  to  get  up  on  top  at  that  point,  we  really 
couldn't.  About  that  time,  the  Highway  Patrol  started  showing  up.  The 
fire  trucks  showed  up  and  they  asked  for  help,  and       and  I, 
and  I  were  helping  bring  people  down  off  the  top  part  of  the  structure. 

SM:    What  kind  of  car  was  ..  was  that  your  sales  rep  that  you 

referred  to? 

MM:    Yeah,  right. 

SM:    What  kind  of  car  does  he  drive? 

MM:    Exact  same  as  I  do,  a  Caravan. 

SM:    What  color  are  these? 

MM:    They're  both  kind  of  a  bluish  gray. 

SM:    Are  you  dressed  in  any  kind  of  uniform  or  ... 

MM:    No,  I  was  wearing  a  business  suit. 

SM:    How  about 

MM:    Same  thing.  He  was  wearing  ...  he  had  an  accident  a  couple  of  days 

before,  he  had  a  weight  fall  on  his  head,  and  he  had  to  wear  a  cap  in  the 
middle  of  the  seminar,  because  he  had  a  bunch  of  stitches  on  his  head  in  a 
business  suit. 

SM:    Somebody  should  remember  him. 

MM:    Yeah,  There's  a  picture  in  the  San  Jose  Mercury  of  us. 
SM:    San  Jose  Mercury? 
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Right. 

Do  you  remember  the  date? 
Oh  boy! 


The  day  after? 

No,  it  was,  they  took  it  right  when  we  were  up  on  the  top  structure.  I've 
got  it  here  in  my  files  real  quick.  The  newspaper  was  the  next  day. 
Yeah,  it  was  the  18th.  He's  standing  there  and  you  can  see  his  little 
blue  cap  and  then  I'm  on  the  fireman's  ladder.  Whatever  that's  worth. 

SM:  How  did  you  get  up  to  the  top  deck? 

MM:  With  the  fireman's  ladder. 

SM:  You  assisted  in  bringing  people  down  or  ... 

MM:  Right. 


Can  you  remember  any  specific  people  that  you  brought  down  or  their  cars 
or  where  they  come  from? 

The  first  person  who  came  down  was  an  oriental  lady.  She  didn't  seem  to 
be  hurt  too  badly.  She  wasn't  very  tall.   I  don't  know,  5'...  mid  and  she 
was  pretty  much  shaken  down.  Then,  there  was  a  black  man  who  was  hurt 
pretty  badly,  and  it  seemed  that  he  was  coming  in  and  out  of 
consciousness.  He  was  right  there  where  the,  right  where  it  broke  on  the 
north  side  is  where  we  got  him  down.  A  nurse  had  shown  up  and  was  with 
him.  Then,  a  paramedic  showed  up  and  evaluated  him,  and  said  he  wasn't 
critical  but  he  seemed  like  he  was  somewhat  critical . 

Was  he  bleeding? 

Bleeding,  I  believe,  from  the  mouth.  His  face  was  somewhat  swollen,  so  I 
assume  that  he  might  have  hit  his  dashboard  or  something  like  that.  Then, 
there  was  another  man,  from  best  recollection,  they  told  me  that  he  had 
polio  and  he  couldn't  move  his  legs  very  well,  but  he  was  feeling  a  lot  of 
pain.  He  was  late  40 's  to  early  50's.  There  was  another  guy  from  Peru 
who  we  got  out  of  the  car.  Actually,  he  pretty  much  got  himself  out  of 
the  car  and  he  wasn't  hurt  too  bad.  He  was  helping  out  also.  He  was 
interviewed  by  Channel  2  News. 

He  was  one  of  the  victims? 

Right,  but  he  was  helping  as  best  as  he  could  also. 

Do  you  recall,  a  motorcyclist  around  that  area? 

I  want  to  say  yes,  but  I  won't  testify  to  that.  I  want  to  say  yes. 

So,  maybe  possibly,  you  remember  one. 
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MM:  Right. 

SM:    About  how  long  do  you  think  you  stayed  there  at  the  scene  and  assisted  the 
fire  department? 

MM:    I  left  almost  exactly  at  7:30        left  about  10  minutes  after  that. 
SM:    Do  you  know  if       called  in  and  gave  his  name  as  a  witness? 
MM:    No,  I  don't. 

SM:    Do  you  have  a  phone  number  we  could  reach  him?  We're  also  trying  to 

identify  people  that  did  offer  assistance,  so  besides  giving  statements 
about  how  the  structure  came  down  and  the  movements,  we're  trying  to 
identify  those  people  who  stopped  and  helped  other  people. 

MM:    OK. ,  yeah,  I  have  his  phone  number  here.   Let  me  look  it  up  here  in  "Mr. 
Daytimer".  His  name  is  and  his  phone  number  is 

SM:    Are  the  two  of  you  by  any  chance  both  blond  and  in  your  twenties? 

MM:    No.        might  be  in  his  late  twenties.   I'm  31. 

SM:    Just  trying  to  match  up  names  with  people  who  have  already  been  mentioned 
by  other  people. 

MM:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

MM:    I  used  to  travel  it  everyday  but  now,  up  until  that  time,  I  would  travel 
it  at  least  twice  a  week. 

SM:  About  the  same  time? 

MM:  Yeah,  I  would  be  travelling  the  same  time. 

SM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  that  day  as  compared  to  normal? 

MM:  Extremely  light.   It  was  very  unusual. 

SM:  About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going? 

MM:  About  60. 

SM:  The  traffic  pattern,  I  mean,  were  there  big  gaps  between  the  cars  or  were 
the  cars  like  spread  out?  Were  you  travelling  side  by  side? 

MM:    It  was  fairly  spread  out.   It  was  like  everybody  was  maximantropy,  like 
they  couldn't  believe  they  could  get  through  this  section  of  the  freeway 
that  time  of  day  and  taking  advantage  of  it. 
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SM:   Do  you  know  of  anybody  else,  possibly  from  your  company  or  any  other 
friends  that  were  in  the  general  area? 

NN:    One  of  my  specialist  went  across  the  Bay  Bridge  but  he  got  out  OK.  No,  he 
was  behind  us  and  went  around  so  he  didn't  see  anything.   I'm  sorry.  One 
of  my  service  reps,  she  left  about  an  hour  before  hand  so  she  didn't  see 
anything. 

SN:    Well  I  appreciate  you  taking  the  time. 
NN:    Ny  pleasure. 
SN:    Thanks  a  lot. 
NN:    Thank  you. 
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W-35,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1045  hours.  The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
ST: 

SM:    I  have  your  address  as  I 
ST:  Right. 

SM:    I  have  your  driver's  license  as  .  .  and  that's  a       i  license.  I 

just  need  your  birthdate. 

ST:    Let's  see,  it's  ,  I'm  old. 

SM:    What  I'd  like  you  to  do  is  just  tell  me  where  you  were  coming  from,  where 
you  were  going  at  about  that  time  of  the  earthquake  happened,  what  you 
saw,  what  you  felt. 

ST:    Now,  my  time  out,  generally,  over  at  Oakland  Post  Office  there  on,  it's  on 
Seventh  Street,  about  seven  blocks  down  from  the  Cypress  structure.  Our 
time  out  is  5:00  o'clock.   That  day,  I'm  not  exactly  certain,  but  within  a 
minute  or  two  that  was  the  time  I  left.   So,  I  went  down  the  seven  blocks 
and  turned  under  the  Cypress  structure  to  go  on,  and  I  get  on  at  14th 
generally.   I  did,  rather.   So,  I  went  on  up  to  14th.   Luck,  for  somehow, 
was  with  me,  and  I  went  through  all  the  stoplights.   I  got  up  to  14th 
without  stopping  and  got  up  on  top.   There  was  a  truck  with  a  sea 
container  coming  along  in  the  right  lane.   He  moved  over  to  let  me  on,  so 
I  got  right  on  and  we  built  up  to,  oh,  about  a  50  mile  an  hour  speed  right 
off  the  bat.   He  moved  over  into  the  middle  lane  and  then  he  overtook  me 
again  and  was  just  coming  in  in  front  of  me.   That  was  the  time  it  hit. 
As  he  was  pulling  in  front  of  me,  he  just  started  to  veer  over  toward  the 
outside  and  it  felt  like  I'd  driven  down  in  a  big  hole.    In  fact,  I 
virtually  saw  a  big  hole  in  front  of  me.    I  looked  down  at  it  all  of  a 
sudden,  and  by  then,  it  was  rolling  the  other  direction.   It  continued  to 
do  that  until  we  got  out  of  the  structure.   For,  but,  I'm  not  sure  how 
many  blocks  was  left,  but  the  roll,  it  seemed  like  it,  it  probably  seemed 
bigger  than  it  was,  being  in  there,  but  it  seemed  like  the  holes  were 
rolling  back  and  forth  on  a  sideways  motion  to  the  structure  of  four  to 
five  feet.    It  seemed  like  up  and  down  they  were  a  foot.   Anyway,  we  drove 
through  everything  rocking  back  and  forth  like  that.   By  the  time  we'd 
gone  through  several  of  those  motions,  then  I  started  to  notice,  in  my 
mirrors  I  noticed  behind,  that  there  was  dust  coming  and  everything.  I 
could  see  the  sides  of  the  structure  move  in  and  out,  the  big  pillars,  you 
could  see  them  actually  move  in  and  out  with  sort  of  a  separation,  it 
seemed  like  ...  of  some  kind.   Enough  to  where  it  dropped  dust  down  on  you 
from  the  road  above.   Then,  I  saw  in  the  mirror  behind  me  the  sort  of  a 
big,  it  was  more  like  a  bomb  action,  like  you'd  see,  well  like  on  TV  or 
something.   There  wasn't  a  whole  lot  of  dust,  but  it  was,  it  was  just  sort 
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of  a  swirling  like,  like  you're  watching  the  inside  of  a  bomb  before  the, 
before  the  dust  starts  to  spread  out.   By  then,  we  were  about  out  of  the 
structure,  and  the  traffic  came  to  a  stop  by  that  point.   We  stopped  there 
for  a  minute  or  two  before  everything  started  to  move  again.   By  then,  I 
noticed  up  on  the  top,  that  there  were  people  standing  along  the  side. 
There  were  three,  or  four,  or  five  people  that  had  got  out  of  their  cars 
on  the  top  level  and  come  over  to  the  side,  like  they  were  holding  onto 
the  side  or  something  there.   So  then,  by  then,  I  had  sort  of  decided  that 
it  had  fallen,  but  you  couldn't  really  ration  that  in  your  mind.  So, 
well,  anyway  the  traffic  started  moving  and  I  just  started  proceeding  on 
as  normal.   Then,  I  kept  hearing  everything  about  Candlestick  Park.  I 
kept  thinking,  my  heavens,  maybe  I'm  mistaken,  maybe  it  wasn't  what  I 
thought.  But  it  was  a  couple  of  hours,  in  fact,  before  finally  they  came 
on,  and  I  heard  that  the  Cypress  had  fallen  in  fact.   I  don't  know,  I 
think  that's  pretty  much  everything. 

SM:    Now  we'll  go  back  and  pick  up  a  few  questions  here.   You  had  gotten  on, 
then,  at  14th  and  you  were  proceeding  northbound,  then,  right? 

ST:  Yeah,  is  that  north?   I  was  thinking  of  it  as  east,  but  ... 

SM:  Well,  the  freeway,  yeah,  so  for  1-880,  you  were  on  the  bottom  deck,  right? 

ST:  In  the  middle,  yeah. 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

ST:  Every  third  day. 

SM:  At  about  the  same  everyday? 

ST:  Um-hum.  Our  time  out  is  about  the  same  time  everyday. 

SM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day? 

ST:    It  was  just  like  a  very,  almost  like  the  middle  of  the  night  on  a 
weekend.  There  was  just  very,  very  little  traffic. 

SM:    That  was  unusual? 

ST:    Yes,  very  unusual.   If  that  were  a  regular  day,  for  that  day,  why  you'd  be 
bumper  to  bumper  and  stopping,  and  stop  and  start  clear  until  you  got  out 
and  got  onto  80.   Or  maybe  the  Carquinez  Bridge. 

SM:    So,  when  you  got  in,  did  you  stay  there  in  the  number  four  lane,  or  the 
slow  lane?   Is  that  where  you  stayed? 

ST:    Yeah,  and,  yeah,  it  was  until  I  got  clear  out,  I  think,  was  the  first  I 
got  out  of  the  lane. 

SM:    You're  travelling  about  50  miles  an  hour  you  said? 
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ST:    It  came  right  up  to  that  speed.   There  just  wasn't  anybody  there.  My 
word,  we  just  went  right  along. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  nearest  cross  street  when  you  first  started  feeling 
anything  wrong? 

ST:    No.    I,  there's  not  an  on-ramp  between,  I  think,  there  isn't  one  between 
14  and  60,  is  there? 


SM:    No,  no. 


ST:    It  was,  it  was  60  where  we  finally  came  to  a  stop.   So,  I  guess  we  spent 
the  entire  15  seconds,  or  whatever  it  was,  I  thought  it  was  an  hour.  But 
I  guess,  I  don't,  I  don't  really  know  how  to  estimate  at  what  block  we 
were.   I  guess  a  person  could  easy  enough  by  speed. 

SM:    Well,  we  know,  let's  see,  if  we  know  it  collapsed  behind  you,  since  you 
got  all  the  way  out,  so  you  were  at  least  as  far  as,  probably  around  32nd 
Street.   Because  it  collapsed  there  between  28th  and  32nd. 

ST:    I  was,  in  my  mind  I'm  thinking  28th  when  it  started,  but  that's  just  ... 

SM:    That  could  be.   That  could  be  'cause  that's  just  that  would  put  you  just 
right  there  in  the  vicinity,  and  if  you  would  have  gotten,  if  it  had 
started  at  28th,  you  would  have  just  passed  the  section  that  came  down  on 
that  day. 

ST:    Uh-huh.    I  was  so  busy  for  a  few  seconds.   By  the  time  I  got  that  far 
ahead,  then  I  was  looking  back  at  it. 

SM:    So,  you're  probably  around  28th  Street.  You  described  them  as,  as  big 
holes.   So,  the  freeway,  it  felt  like  it  was  just  dropping  and  then  coming 
up  again? 

ST:    Yeah.   You  could  see  them.   See,  they  were,  it  was  rolling  this  sideways. 

SM:    Was  it  making  your  truck,  you  were  driving  that  big  rig? 

ST:    Oh,  yes.   We  were  driving  up  and  down  the  holes.   I,  there  were  those  two 
sea  containers,  in  sort  of,  in  front  of  me,  and  I  went  in,  I  was  sort  of 
like  my  cab  was  behind  one,  he  was  right  in  front  of  me,  and  then  the 
other  one  was  over.   By  the  time  I  got  out  of  the  first  hole,  I  rolled  way 
over  and  I  thought  I  was  running  into  him,  except  he  rolled  over  to. 

SM:    So,  it  was  making  your  trucks  move  completely  out  of  the  lane? 

ST:    I  wouldn't  swear  to  that,  but  I  think  maybe  the  lines  were  moving  with  us. 

SM:    Were  you  driving,  what  kind  of  rig  were  you  driving? 

ST:    Well,  let's  see,  that  day,  it's  a  mail  truck  with  a  48-foot  straight  pull 
trailer.   It  was  a  orange  Volvo  type. 
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SM:    That's  a  three  axle  tractor? 

ST:    Uh-huh,  uh-huh,  yeah,  five  axle  tow. 

SM:    What  did  you  do  when  you  first  started,  things  started  moving  on  you  then? 

ST:    Well,  I  was  looking  for  the  hole  I'd  driven  in.    I  didn't  ever  remember 
seeing  it  there  to  begin  with.   So,  I  was  just  holding  on  trying  to  keep 
...  for  a  minute  there  you've  got  a  complete  puzzlement,  there's  all  these 
holes  in  the  road  you  didn't  remember. 

SM:    So,  you  probably,  then,  started  slowing  down,  trying  to  keep  control,  or 
do  you  recall  whether  you  braked,  or  ... 

ST:    I  would  sort  of  think  we  slowed  down  a  little,  but  it  didn't  seem  to  me 
like  we  slowed  down  as  much  as  we  were  just  driving  in  and  out  of  holes. 
I'm  sure  we  must  have,  too,   but,  and  if  you  put  that  other  motion  on 
there  it  seemed  like  you're  going  fast. 

SM:    So,  the  motion  of  the  freeway,  then,  was  up  and  down,  as  well  as  side  to 
side? 

ST:    Right.  You  could  actually  feel,  that  first  one  I  can  remember  looking 
right  down  the  hood  of  my  truck,  and  I  thought,  "My  word,  where  did  that 
hole  come  from?" 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  vehicles  around  you,  or  were  you  aware  of  any  vehicles 
that  were  behind  you  that  didn't  follow  you  out?  That  you  didn't  see 
later? 

ST:    Not  really,  except,  I  don't,  I'm  not  absolutely  certain  of  the  trucks 
down,  that  I  passed  on  14th  that  were  waiting  for  the  light.   I  hit  it 
right,  so  I  passed  them  and  turned  on  over  into  the  on-ramp  lane.  Then, 
the  Matheson  driver  pulled  up  right  behind  me  at  the  guard  gate  at  the 
department.   I  saw  him  there,  but  I'm  not  sure  what  happened  to 
him.   I'm  sure  he  got  stopped  at  the  light. 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  vehicles  around  you  collide  into  each  other  or  into  any 
part  of  the  structure  itself  when  the  earthquake  started? 

ST:    No,  I  really  didn't.   There  just  weren't  enough  vehicles.   I  wouldn't 
swear  that  there  weren't  some,  but  I'm  certain  I  didn't  see  any  right  by 
me,  because  we  were,  us  three  trucks,  it  seemed  like  there  was  another  car 
over,  maybe  over  in  the  fast  lane  sort  of  by  us,  but  he  was  sort  of  over 
away  from  us. 

SM:    You  did  earlier  state  that  you  do  recall  definitely  seeing  those  pillars 
move  in  and  out. 

ST:  Right. 

SM:    So,  they  moved  in  towards  the  lanes  and  then  back  out  again? 
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ST:    Well,  1t  just  seemed  like  they  gave  a  separation.   They  was  giving  this 
separation  and  dust  fell  was  what,  the  reason  I  remember  that,  I  looked  up 
and  saw  that  dust  and  I  thought,  "Well,  hell,  it's  an  earthquake."  Then 
I,  I'd  never  really  been  in  a,  in  one  that  really  moved  like  that  except 
for  tremors.   Then,  when  I  got  out  of  it  on  60th,  there  were  some  trees  up 
there  and  it  had  those  trees  going  almost  in  a  great  big  circle,  really 
flipping  in  a  radius  shaking  the  sort  of  off  colored  leaves  off.   Then,  I 
thought,  "My  word,  is  this  an  earthquake  or  is  it  a  cyclone  or  something." 

SM:    Can  you  think  of  anything  else,  as  far  as  the  movement  of  the  structure  or 
the  roadway  that  I  haven't  asked  you? 

ST:    Well,  I,  it  really  impressed  me,  the  fact  that,  and  I've  thought  about  it 
since,  is  how  it  got,  it  seemed  like  such  a  big  movement,  but  I  guess  it 
was  a  rolling  inside  the  structure.   It  was  almost  sideways  to  it.  That 
you  could  see,  being  inside,  that  it  was  just  butting  right  up  against 
something  solid  and  they  were  both  giving. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  concrete  falling  from  anywhere?  Was  there  any  concrete 
falling  in  front  of  your  truck  or  to  the  side  of  it? 

ST:    No,  no.   What  I  saw  was  dust  falling  down.   Then,  when  I  looked  back, 

apparently,  when  I  did  look  back  in  my  mirror  and  saw  that  rolling  out,  it 
must  have  already  fallen  'cause  it  was,  it  was  swirling  out  like  that. 

SM:    Was  the  dust  thick  enough  that  it  obscured  whatever  was  ... 

ST:    No,  it  really  wasn't.    It,  it,  I  couldn't  see  what  it  was,  and  it  was  sort 
of  dust,  but  it  wasn't  heavy  dust.    It  was  like,  like  I  say,  like  a  bomb 
on  TV  that  hasn't,  the  dust  hasn't  spread  yet. 

SM:    So,  there  wasn't,  how  about  cracks  in  the  roadway?  Did  the  pavement  in 
front  of  you  start  cracking  that  you  recall? 

ST:    No.   I  didn't  see  any  splits.   It  was  just  rolling.   It  seemed  like  the 
oil  part  was  just  rolling  along  pretty  handy  until  it'd  just  butt  right  up 
and  come  against  the  sides.   Then,  you  could  see  the  movement  in  and  out 
there.   It  was  about  like  an  accordion  that  is  unwilling,  I  guess. 

SM:    Probably.   At  six  hours  prior  to  all  of  this  happening,  had  you  consumed 
any  alcohol  or  taken  any  prescription  medication  of  any  kind? 

ST:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions? 

ST:  My  glasses,  but  I  have  them  on. 

SM:  So  you,  and  you  always  drive  with  them  and  you  had  them  on  that  day? 

ST:  Oh,  yeah,  uh-huh. 


SM:    That's  all  I  need.    I  certainly  appreciate  you  calling  me  back 
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W-36,  ... _.,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092.  on  November  17,  1989,  at  1022  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

,  Richmond.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 


KM: 
SM: 


Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 


SM: 


KM: 


SM: 
KM: 


SM 
KM 
SM 
KM 


You  can  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  about  the  time  that  you  left  San  Rafael 
and  go  on  from  there. 

I  left  San  Rafael  about  4:30.   I  was,  as  the  earthquake  hit,  I  was  beyond 
the  580,  880  split.    I  was  beyond  where  the  San  Francisco  people  merge  and 
make  80  one  upper  deck.   Just  before  the  Cypress  exit  sign,  the  sign  up 
there.   The  road  started  to,  first  the  car  was  hard  to  control,  and  as  I 
looked  down  at  the  lane,  it  was,  there  was  a  fissure.   It  was  starting  to 
split,  and  one  side  dropped  a  little,  and  it  was  moving.  There  was  a 
truck  driver,  oh  the  type  of  truck  that  would  deliver  furniture,  so  it 
wasn't  a  semi.   He  was  about  eight  cars  ahead  of  us.   He  was  honking  his 
horn  to  let  us  know,  if  we  didn't  know  already,  that  it  was  an  earthquake, 
and  for  us  to  speed  up  a  bit,  so  we  could  get  off  of  these  cracks  and  some 
of  the  cement  that  was  moving  around  there  from  where  580  goes  over  your 
head.   As  we  went  forward,  oh  for  a  good,  I  don't  know  how  far,  we  ...  he 
moved  his  car,  his  truck,  across  the  lanes  to,  and  was  honking  his  horn  to 
stop  us  because  he  was  high  enough  above  our  heads,  that  he  could  see  in 
front  of  us  that  there  was  no  freeway  left.   So,  he  stopped  the  cars 
there.   Just  about  in  here,  we  could  look  down  and  see  some  of  the  plants 
and  stuff  that  are  around  there,  I  don't  know  what  ... 

The  trees  and  the  shrubs  growing  up  here  around  34th  and  32nd? 

Yeah  and  there's,  what  is  that,  Carnation,  or,  I  don't  know  exactly  where 
all  that  is,  but  we  were  all  in  here,  in  this,  right  after  San  Francisco, 
quite  a  ways  after  San  Francisco  people  merge  and  make  it  an  upper  deck. 
One  section. 

You  think  you're  probably  around  34th  Street? 

Yeah,  about 

Between  34th  and  32nd. 

Yeah,  exactly.   We  were  about  right  here,  because  when  we  got  out  of  our 
...  when  he  stopped  us  to  let  us  know  that  there  was  nothing  ahead  of  us, 
we  got  out  of  our  cars.  There  was,  because  he  was  honking  his  horn  this 
whole  way  to  let  us  know  and  shouting  out  his  window  that  it  was  an 
earthquake,  we  had  all  pretty  much  stayed  even  pace.   When  he  crossed  the 
lanes,  and  put  his  flashers  on,  and  got  out  of  his  truck  telling  us  that 
there  was  no  road  ahead,  we  had  pretty  well  saved  space  between  us  all  so 
no  one  was  hurt,  no  cars  got  banged  up.   Everybody  was  fine.   In  fact, 
everyone  was  out  of  their  car  looking  at  the  road  ahead  of  us,  and  that's 
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when  we  saw  the  dust  clouds  and  everything  in  front  of  us  and  there  wasn't 
a  single,  as  far  as  you  could  see,  there  was  no  road  left.   It  had  just 
all  collapsed  in  front  of  us.  We  waited  until  there  was  a  motorcycle 
Highway  Patrolman,  and  he  directed  us  to  all  start  driving  off,  a  few  at  a 
time  because  the  whole  time  we  were  stopped  there  waiting,  the  structure 
piece  we  were  on  never  stopped  moving.   The  earthquake  had  stopped,  the 
earthquake  was  finished,  but  you  could  still  feel  the  vibration  in  this 
thing  the  whole  time.   It  just  never  stopped  moving,  and  it  felt  like  you 
were  on  a  boat.    It  just  never  stopped  that  motion.   Even  when  we  were  out 
of  our  cars  walking  around,  you  could  still  feel  that.  There  was  hunks  of 
cement  and  things  all  over  and  large  cracks  in  the  road  and  stuff  around 
it.  We  drove  in  reverse  back  to  580,  I  think,  880  split,  and  then  took 
580  off  the  freeway. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  normally  travel  this  route? 

KM:    Everyday.   Everyday,  twice  a,  everyday.   I  live  in  Alameda  and  I  work  here 
in  Richmond.   If  I'm  not  here  in  Richmond,  I'm  in  the  San  Rafael 
office.   It's  two  trips  a  day. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day? 

KM:    Because  it  was  4:30,  it  was,  well  no,  by  the  time  I  got  up  there,  5  after, 
that  was  just  before  the  mass  of  commute.   If  I  leave  this  office  at  5:00 
o'clock  or  5  after  5:00,  you  are  just  in  the  beginning  of  this  traffic 
starting  to  pile  up.  There,  because  it  was  earlier,  I  was,  I  feel  we  were 
all  really  ahead  of  the  actual  commute  time  because  if  you  got  off  work  at 
5:00,  people  were  still  coming  off  from  work.   They  weren't  really  at  the 
structure  yet.   So,  there  really  wasn't  a  whole  lot  of  cars  around  us.  I 
mean,  I  would  say  it  was  moderate.   It  wasn't  real  light,  but  it  wasn't 
heavy  commute,  either.   It  was,  it  was  pretty  moderate. 

SM:    How  fast  do  you  think  traffic  was  going? 

KM:    At  the  time  it  hit,  we  were  all  going,  I  would  say,  'cause  I  was  going  60, 
and  they  were  all  around  me,  oh,  I  would  say  about  60. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  which  lane  you  were  in? 

KM:  I  was  in  the  far  left. 

SM:  The  slowest  lane  then,  when  you  got  ... 

KM:  No,  no.   I'm  going  south.   It  would  be  the  fast,  it  would  be  the  fast 
lane. 

SM:  Fast  lane.   Your  left. 

KM:  Yeah. 

SM:  So,  you  were  in  the  number  one  lane  going  south. 

KM:  Urn-hum. 
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SM:    The  truck  was  about  how  far  ahead  of  you? 
KM:    Eight  cars  in  the  lane  number  two. 

SM:    If  you  can  give  me  any  more  description  on  the  truck,  it  was  a,  not  a 
truck  and  a  trailer. 

KM:    It  wasn't  a  semi,  it  wasn't  a  truck  and  a  trailer.   It  was,  the  type  of 
truck  that  you  would  use  to  deliver  furniture  or  something.    It  was  a 
delivery  truck.    It  was  large. 

SM:    Like  a  small  van,  type. 

KM:    It  wasn't  a  van,  it  was  a  large  delivery  truck.    I'm  trying  to  think  of, 
something  like  Macy's  or  something  would  deliver  their  furniture  in.  It 
wasn't  a  large,  large  truck.  There  were  no  markings  on  the  door,  no 
letters,  it  was  pure  white.   Nothing  written  on  the  sides  of  the  back, 
either,  because  he  was  unbelievable.   Because  at  first,  when  it  hit,  I'm 
sure  I  wasn't  alone,  everybody  thought  something  was  wrong  with  their  car, 
because  it  was  rocking  so  bad  from  left  to  right.   It  was  just  rocking 
terribly.   We  were  trying  to  control  our  cars.   He,  right  away,  we  heard 
the  honking  of  a  horn  and  he  rolled  down  his  window  and  was  saying  it's  an 
earthquake.   Had  us,  because  of  the  cracks  we  were  driving  on,  had  us 
speed  up  over  them  so  we  wouldn't  ...  if  anything  happened.   But  as  soon 
as  we  sped  up  and  went  forward,  about  that  time  I'd  say,  moving  about 
another  10  cars  ahead,  we,  that's  when  he  told  us,  he  just  spun  his  car 
from  the  second  lane  and  just  blocked  it  and  put  his  flashers  on  saying 
there's  no  road  up  there. 

SM:    So,  he  parked  his  truck  across  the  lanes? 

KM:    He  kitty  cornered  his  car  across  the  lanes  and  put  his  flashers  on,  got 
out  and  was  doing  this  behind  it.   By  that  time  we  were  all  slowing  up, 
anyway,  'cause  he  had  been  honking  his  horn.   He  got  out  of  his  car  waving 
his  hands  up  ahead  of  him  saying  that  there  was  no  road  up  there,  to  slow 
down.   By  that  time  another  fellow  who  had,  was  in  his  lane  right  behind 
him,  got  out  of  his  car,  too,  and  walked  back  to  the  people  behind  me, 
far,  way  back,  and  was  telling  them  that  there  was  no  road  ahead,  that  we 
were  going  to  have  to  get  off  the  freeway.   By  that  time,  the  Highway 
Patrol  motorcycle  came  up  and,  a  few  of  us  at  a  time  would  go  off  in 
reverse,  back  to  the,  they  left  an  opening  at  the  exit  for  us  and  we'd  do 
a  turnabout  and  go  off  after  ... 

SM:    Can  you  describe  the  truck  driver?  Was  it  a  white  man,  black  man? 

KM:    He  was  Mexican,  I  would  say.   Latin,  about  5' 10",  a  little  overweight, 

wearing  undershirt,  jeans,  boots,  baseball  cap.  Couldn't  really,  give  you 
any  more  than  that.    I'd  say  in  his  forties,  early  forties.   The  fellow 
that  was  behind  him  that  helped  him  with,  helping  to  get  the  ambulance 
through  and  the  police  through,  having  us  move  our  cars  over  to  get  people 
through  there,  was  a  tall,  thin,  black  fellow,  driving  an  old  beat  up  sort 
of  a  royal  blue  Datsun.   I  think,  like  a  Toyota  or  a  Datsun  B210,  that 
type  of  shape  of  car.   But  the  truck  driver  is  the  one  who  did  the,  he 
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was,  yeah,  he  was  amazing. 
SM:    Blocked  the  lanes  to  keep  anybody  from  going  over. 

KM:    Blocked  lanes  and,  yeah,  and  told  us  come  and  look  at  this,  and  we  walked 
out  there,  and  all  you  could  see  was  all  this  rubble  coming  up  and  dust 
and  smoke  and  stuff  all  in  front  of  you. 

SM:    At  that  time,  when  you  walked  up  and  looked  at  the  rest  of  the  freeway, 
had  it  already  collapsed  or  was  it  still  in  the  process  of  moving? 

KM:    No.   It  had  already,  I  didn't  see  anything  else  move  when  I  was  out 

there.   So,  it  had  already  fallen.   This  first  piece  here,  there  was  a  van 
it  looked  like  and  a  couple  of  cars  that  had  run  into  each  other.  A 
couple,  I  think  a  person  was  sitting  on  the  hood  of  their  car.   In  this 
piece  right  here. 

SM:    Right  there. 

KM:    The  first  section  that  fell  in  front  of  us. 
SM:    North  of  32nd. 

KM:    Urn- hum,  yeah.   You  could  see  a  couple  of  cars  in  there.   Looked  like  those 
people  had  hit  each  other  when  that  thing  fell.   There  was  another  car  in 
here,  looked  like  a  fellow  was  just  sitting  on  his  car  stunned.  Or 
sitting  by  his  car  stunned.  This  piece  looked  like  a  ramp.   It  didn't 
fall  completely  and  crack  like  this  other  piece  right  ahead  of  it.  It 
just,  it  just  kind  of  ... 

SM:    Slid  at  an  angle? 

KM:    Slid  down,  yeah,  well,  like  a  slide. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  motion,  what  your  car  did  when  you  first  felt 
anything  go  wrong? 

KM:    I  was  up  here  past  the  San  Francisco  people,  where  they  merge  to  make  it 
the  single  structure.   It  rocked  my  car  left,  right  to  left  really 
strong.   It  was  like  people  were  picking  up  the  one  side  of  your  car, 
putting  it  down,  picking  up,  like  kids  jumping  on  it,  making  it  rock  back, 
that's  how  hard  it  rocked.   It  was  really  hard  to  keep  your  steering 
wheel,  in  your  lane  and  what  you  were  doing.   Then,  when  we  got  almost 
like  a  shimmying  motion,  I  just  figured  it  was  because  of  the  cracks, 
because  a  lot  of  us  were  straddling  these  little  cracks  in  the  road. 
There  were  hunks  of  cement  and  things,  cracks  and  things  in  the,  these, 
the  barriers  on  the  sides. 

SM:    Oh,  the  guard  rails? 

KM:    The  guard  rails,  yeah,  there  were  cracks  and  things  in  it  and  hunks  of 
cement  laying  all  around  it.   So,  it  shimmied  a  lot.  Then,  when  we 
actually  came  to  a  stop  and  got  out  of  the  car,  it  was  like  a  roll 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS 


motion.   Just  this,  like  a,  like  when  you're  on  a,  when  you're  sea  sick. 
It  was  this,  just  this  constant  little,  this  slight  little  moving  back  and 
forth. 

SM:    That  was  even  after  the  earthquake  had  stopped? 

KM:    Oh,  yeah.    I  wasn't  sure  if  it  was  because  here  all  this  stuff  fell  in 

front  of  us  and  all  these  cars  were  all  stopped,  trucks  and  everything,  on 
this  piece  that  hadn't  fallen.   We  didn't  know  if  it  was  because  it  was 
going  to  fall,  too,  or  if  it  was  still  part  of  aftershocks,  or,  we  didn't 
know.   But  it  was,  it  never  stopped  moving  the  whole  time  we  were  on  it. 

SM:    How  would  you,  the  cracks  that  you're  referring  to,  are  they  running 
lengthwise  along  the  lane  or  are  they  running  across  the  lane? 

KM:    Yeah,  in  fact  my  first  reaction  when  I  thought  oh,  my  steering  mechanism 
has  gone  out  in  the  car,  as  soon  as  that,  snap  of  your  fingers  when  that 
registers.   The  next  snap  thought  was,  Cal trans  must  have  been  working  on 
the  lane,  because  it  looked  like,  it  looked  like  when  they  half  pave  a 
lane,  and  I  thought,  well,  because  it  was  so  uneven,  because  two  of  your 
wheels  were  up  a  little  higher  than  the,  than  the  other  two  ...  my  left, 
the  left  side  of  the  car,  the  driver's  side  of  the  car  was  a  little  lower 
than  the  right  side.    I  thought  oh,  Caltrans  must  have  been  paving.  Why 
did  they  only  leave  half  of  it  there.   Then,  as  soon  as  that  registers, 
that's  when  you  hear  all  the  honking  and  the  guy  telling  you  it's  an 
earthquake,  and  you  really,  yeah,  it  is,  'cause  you  could  still  feel  it 
moving. 

SM:    So,  these  were  long  cracks,  not  just  short  little  cracks,  they  were  ... 
KM:    No,  they  were  long  and  they  ran  the  same  way  as  the  lane. 
SM:    The  length  of  the  lane. 

KM:    Yeah,  length  of  the  lane.   They  were  long  cracks. 

SM:    I've  covered  almost  all  of  the  questions  that  I  need  to  ask  you.  You 
already  said  that  the  people  around  you,  you  didn't  observe  anybody 
colliding  into  each  other  around  you? 

KM:    Oh,  no.   We  had  space  in  front  of  us  and  behind  us  because  of  this 

fellow.   Yeah,  we  had,  because  right  after  it  hit,  right  after  he  had  us 
speed  up  to  go  over  these  cracks,  he  was  also  doing  this  out  of  his  window 
to  have  us  slow  down.   We  were  all  slowing  down.   We  had  enough  space 
between  us  that  when,  by  that  time  we  were  at  a  snail  pace  and  then 
stopping. 

SM:    So  no,  you  didn't  observe  any  collisions,  didn't  observe  any  injuries? 

KM:    There  were  no  collisions  in  my  immediate  area  around  me.   Every  single 
person  in  the  cars  got  out  and  walked  around.   We  were  all  stunned,  but 
there  was,  no  injuries  and  no  cars  hitting  each  other. 
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SM:    Prior  to  leaving  work  that  day,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken  any 
prescription  medication? 

KM:  No. 

SM:  How  about  your  eyesight.   Do  you  wear  contacts  or 

KM:  I  wear  contacts. 

SM:  Did  you  have  them  on  at  the  time  you  were  driving? 

KM:  Yes.   Yeah,  I  have  to. 

SM:  Thank  you  very  much. 
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W-37,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarvill,  #10290,  on 

November  22,  1989,  at  approximately  1413  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarvill,  CHP 
EM: 

JM:    Could  you  go  ahead,  and  describe  what  happened  around  the 

earthquake  there? 

EM:    I  was  supposed  to  have  left  work  at  quarter  of  five,  but  my  phone  rang  and 
I  didn't  get  out  of  here.   So,  consequently,  I  was  on  the  Cypress  and  I 
was  driving  along  and  all  of  a  sudden  my  car  began  to  shake  and  tremor.  I 
thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.   I  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror  and  I  saw  the 
things  tumble  in  behind  me,  which  is  about,  I  would,  I'm  estimating  20 
feet  ahead.    I  thought,  as  I  said,  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.   But  I 
thought,  "there's  no  way  I'm  stopping  on  this  Cypress."   So,  I  continued 
to  go,  but  I  guess  I  held  onto  the  wheel  just  like  I  was  going  to  lose  my 
car.    I  got  down  to  where  you  come  off,  where  the  580  comes  in,  and  then 
you  have  San  Francisco  coming  in,  down  by  Emeryville,  and  the  feeling  I 
had  was  that  my  car  actually  lifted  up  off  that  pavement.  That  it  went  to 
the  right  and  then  it  went  back  to  the  left  and  it,  and  then  down.    I  had 
cars  on  both  sides  of  me.   We  all  just  went  and  came  back.   Now,  there  was 
a  whole  bunch  of  cars  along  the  side  parked,  people  parked  and  out  of 
their  cars  as  though  they  didn't  know  what  had  happened.   My  car,  then,  I 
felt,  then  I  thought  I  had  four  flat  tires  the  way  the  thing  was 
bouncing.    I  couldn't  hardly  hold  it.    I  must  have  had  my  foot  on  the 
accelerator  all  the  way  down,  because  when  this  thing  quit,  I  just  zoomed 
right  on  out  into  the  highway.  That's  about  the  extent  of  it. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  cars  that  were  right  there  around  you? 

EM:    Do  I  remember  anything  about  them? 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  they  were? 

EM:    Were,  I  can't  tell  you  what  kind  of  cars  they  were.   I  was  too  scared,  I 
think,  to  think  about  anything.   But  I,  but  there  were  two  or  three  cars 
on  the  bridge.    I  know  there  was  one  car  there  that  had  the  hood  up.  But 
I  didn't  see  anybody. 

JM:    But,  and  that  was  further  past.  That  was  ... 

EM:    That  was  right  about  back  where  I  was,  where,  just  be,  where  just  ahead  of 
me  where  I  saw  the  thing  come  down.   He  was  over  in  the  right  hand  lane. 

JM:    That  portion  that  didn't  collapse? 


EM: 


Yeah. 
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JM:  You  travel  that  road  everyday? 

EM:  Everyday.   Five  days  a  week. 

JM:  You  were  going  northbound? 

EM:  I  was  on  my  way  home,  yes. 

JM:  How  heavy  was  traffic? 

EM:  There  wasn't  any  traffic  to  speak  of  because  the  baseball  game  was  on,  the 
World  Series.   I  think  that's  what  saved  all  of  our  lives. 

JM:    What  lane  were  you  in? 

EM:    I  was  not  in  the  fast  lane.    I  drive  the  second,  not  the  one  where  cars 
come  on  on  the  on-ramp,  but  I  was  in  that  next  lane. 

JM:  So,  from  the,  you  were  in  the  second  lane  from  the  right? 

EM:  Yeah. 

JM:  How  fast  were  you  going? 

EM:  Oh,  probably  55.   I  don't  think  I  was  going  any  faster. 

JM:  You  were  by  yourself? 

EM:  Yes,  I  was. 

JM:  Do  you  remember,  where  on  the  structure  you  were,  when  you  first  felt  the 
earthquake,  when  it  began? 

EM:    Oh,  I  don't  think  I  do.   I  don't  think  I  can  tell  you  that  'cause  I,  I 
mean  and  be  honest,  because  I  don't  really  know.   All  I  know  is  I  was 
scared  spitless. 

JM:    Where  did  you  get  onto  the,  onto  880? 

EM:    I  come  onto  80,  I  come,  I  come  on  from  25,  I  get  on  right  down  here  on, 
oh,  what  is  this  street,  I  come  off  of  ...  I  drive  it  everyday  and  don't 
even  know  the  street.    I  work  in  Oakland  on  25  Fourth  Street.   I  take  Oak, 
I  make  a  left  hand  turn,  and  I  go  back  to  the  street  and  I  just  come  on  up 
onto  the  freeway.   Then,  there's  a  freeway,  if  you  stay  in  the  right  lane 
you  go  Broadway,  you  get  on  and  then  you  go  a  little  ways,  then  you  turn 
and  you  go  Walnut  Creek  and  that  way.   But  I  keep  going  straight. 

JM:    I'm  not  sure  which  one  that  is  either,  but  we'll  figure  it  out. 

EM:    I'm  trying  to  think  of  the  name  of  the  street.   If  I  sit  and  think  long 
enough.   I'm  trying  to  think  when  they  come  this  way  it's  Oak  Street. 
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JM:    Yeah,  Oak  and  Broadway.   You  get  on  just  before  it  becomes  the  double  deck 
portion,  right? 

EM:  Right. 

JM:    Let's  see  here.   What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 
EM:    When  my  car  began  to  shake. 
JM:    You  said  it  was  side  to  side? 

EM:    Well  it,  it  just  like  it  was,  well  I  felt  like  I  had  a,  yeah,  it  felt  like 
I  had  a  flat  tire  and  it  was  wobbly.   That's  the  way  I  felt,  that  it  was 
wobbly.   Well,  then,  of  course  my  first  instinct,  I  guess,  was  to  look  up 
in  the  mirror.    'Cause  I  didn't  know  what  was  going  on  and  I  just  wondered 
if  anybody  was  around  me.   That's  when  I  saw  what  happened.   So,  I  had 
just  got  by. 

JM:    What  about  the  other  vehicles  right  around  you.   Did  they  keep  going,  too, 
or  did  they  stop? 

EM:    No,  as  I  said,  there  was  that  one  that  was  stopped  on  the  right  hand  side 
with  his  hood  up.   There  was  a  couple  others  but  I  don't  ...  golly,  I 
don't  even  remember  if  they  stopped. 

JM:    Just  what  happened  then?  You  didn't  hit  anything  or  do  anything 

EM:    Oh,  I  hit  nothing. 

JM:    You  got  to  just  keep  going  without  any  problem,  right? 

EM:    I  kept  going,  and  I'm  going  to  tell  you,  when  I  got  home,  I  had  told  my 
husband  I  was  on  my  way  home  at  quarter  to  five  so  he  didn't  think  there 
was  anything  wrong.   That  I  was  fine.   But  I  didn't  come  upstairs.  He 
came  down.   He  had  to  pry  my  fingers  off  the  steering  wheel.   He  said  I 
was  as  white  as  a  ghost.    I  still,  I  still  have  a  problem  with  it. 

JM:    Well,  we  all  do. 

EM:    I  know,  I'm  just  terrible  inside. 

JM:    It's  a  little  different  now. 

EM:  Yeah. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  car  during  the  earthquake?  You 
said  before  when  you  were  interviewed  side  to  side,  rolling? 

EM:    Well ,  I,  well  it  was  a  shakiness.   I  guess  it  shakes.   It  makes  you  feel 
like  you're  going  from  one  side  to  the  other.    I  guess  that's  what  I  want 
to  say. 
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JM:    When  you  looked  in  your  rearview  mirror  and  you  saw  what  you  thought  was 
an  open  space? 

EM:    Yes,  well,  just  like  I  could  see  where  something  was  tumbling  down. 
JM:    Could  you  see  the  rebar  and  things  like  that? 
EN:    Could  I  see  what? 

JM:  Well,  the  metal  that's  in  the  cement?  You  know,  the  ... 
EM:  Really  I  don't  know.  All  I  know  I  saw  something  coming. 
JM:    It  wasn't  the  way  it's  supposed  to  look. 

EM:  I  knew  it  wasn't  supposed  to  be,  and  see  my  radio  had  gone  off.  I  thought 
now  what's  wrong  with  my  radio?  Then,  all  of  a  sudden  it  came  back  on  and 
they  said  we're  having,  it  said  earthquake  and  off  it  went  again. 

JM:    Was  that  the  first  you  knew  it  was  an  earthquake,  or  ... 

EM:    That's  the  first  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake.   That  was  when  I,  and 

that's,  but  I  thought,  'cause  I  thought  I  was  just  having  a  plain  old  flat 


JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

EM:    I  described  the  motion.    I  felt  like  it  was  going  up  and  down. 
JM:    Uh-huh.   Up  and  down. 

EM:    I  guess  that's  the  only  way  I  can  put  it.   I  know  when  I  came  off  that 
freeway  and  got  down  onto  880,  and  where  all  these  people  were,  just  like 
I  was  telling  you,  I  felt  like  the  whole  pavement  lifted  and  just  swung  us 
over  and  back.   Now  that's  the  feeling  I  had.   If  it  did  or  not,  I  can't 
swear  to  it.   But,  I  do  know  when  it  stopped,  it  stopped  with  a  jolt.  I 
hit  my  head  on  the  roof  of  my  car. 

JM:    I'm  going  to  go  ahead.   I'll  turn  off  the  tape  recorder  now.   It's  about 
2:19. 


tire. 
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W-38,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1041  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
JN: 

PW:  can  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name, 

please. 

JN: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 
JN:  Yes. 

PW:    What  is  your  current  address  right  now  ma'am? 
JN: 

PW:    Your  phone  number? 
JN:    At  home  it's 

PW:    Your  California  driver's  license  is 
JN:  Right. 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth  again  is? 
JN: 

PW:  .I'm  going  to  take  you  back  to  October  17,  last  month  when 

the  earthquake  hit  and  could  you  tell  me  where  you  were  prior  to  the 
earthquake?  Or  you  were  travelling  on  what  roadway? 

JN:    Right.    I  left  work  at  about  quarter  to  5:00  and  I  was  travelling  on  the 
Nimitz  on  my  way  home  to  San  Francisco. 

PW:  You're  referring  to  Interstate  880? 

JN:  Right. 

PW:  You  were  in  the  lower  deck? 

JN:  Yes,  I  was  in  the  lower  deck  returning  to  San  Francisco. 

PW:  Which  is  northbound. 

JN:  Right. 
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PW:    Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

JN:  Yes,  often.  I'm  not  sure  how  many  days  per  week  I  would  say.  Sometimes 
three  times  per  week  depending  on  where  I  am,  at  what  school  I  am  during 
the  day. 

PW:    How  was  traffic  like  at  that  time? 

JN:    It  wasn't  as  heavy  as  it  normally  is  at  that  time  of  day. 
PW:    It  was  lighter  than  normal? 
JN:    Urn- hum. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  vehicles  in  front  of,  to  the  side  of  you  at  that  point? 
JN:    Yes.  There  were  ...  I  was  in  the  far  left  lane. 
PW:    Which  is  the  fast  lane? 

JN:    The  fast  lane,  because  I  was  eventually  going  to  be  turning  off  to  go  to 
San  Francisco,  so  I  just  thought  I  would  be  in  that  lane.   I  remember  two 
cars  to  my  right  and  a  car  to  my  rear.   One  of  the  cars  to  my  right  was  a 
dark  color.   One  to  my  rear  was  like  a  dark  navy  blue  or  what  appeared  to 
be  navy  blue.   Then,  one  of  the  cars  in  front  of  me  to  the  far  right  was 
sort  of  a  gold  and  copper  color. 

PW:  Sedan? 

JN:  Uh-huh.   Right.   It  was  a  sedan. 

PW:  You  had  cars  in  front  at  that  time? 

JN:  There  were  other  cars  in  front,  but  I  don't  remember  much  about  them. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  how  fast  you  and  the  rest  of  the  traffic  was  moving? 

JN:  Probably  around  55  ...  50,  55.   I  usually,  on  that  road,  go  about  50,  55. 

PW:  You  were  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle? 

JN:  Yes,  I  was  the  only  person. 

PW:  Approximately  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

JN:    Initially,  I  thought  my  car  was  having  trouble  and  I  was  getting  annoyed 
because  my  car  was  paid  off.   So,  I  thought  I  was  having  trouble  so  I  was 
paying  attention  to  that.    I  was,  before  the  Coke  Cola  Plant,  maybe 
around,  before  I  started  feeling  a  little  bit  of  trouble,  maybe  around  8th 
or  9th  Street.   Then,  it  started  having  more  trouble.   I  mean  it  really 
started  rocking  and  then  I  thought  that  possibly  I  was  having  a  blowout. 
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PW:    Is  that  your  initial  impression,  when  the  vehicle  didn't  feel  right  was 


JN:    Yeah,  at  first  I  thought  it  was  some  car  problem.    I  mean,  just  some 

mechanical  problem  and  I  was  feeling  annoyed.  Then,  I  thought  it  was  very 
hard  to  maneuver  and  I  was  driving  it  as  if  when  you  drive  a  car  that's  on 
1ce.   You  sort  of  drive  into  the  curve  of  it  and  ... 

PW:    Your  car  was  a 

JN:    Right.   Then,  I  looked  in  my  rearview,  because  I  thought  I  was  having  a 
blowout  and  I  was  going  to  need  to  stop  because  it  was  quite  difficult  to 
control,  but  on  that  freeway,  there  are  no  break-down  lanes.   So,  I  just 
looked  in  my  rearview  to  prepare  for  the  man  behind  me,  if  that  he  was 
going  to  hit  me. 

PW:    Was  he  that  close  to  you? 

JN:    No,  but  I  had  no  where  to  go,  but  stop,  so  I  just  looked  in  the  rearview 
in  anticipation  of  him  crashing  into  me  and  thought,  "well,  OK  that's  what 
I'll  have  to  deal  with."  Then,  as  I  looked  in  the  rearview,  it  looked  as 
if  he  was  not  going  to  hit  me,  so  I  thought,  "this  is  great,  he's  paying 
attention  to  me  seeing  I'm  having  trouble."  Then,  I  turned  around  and 
then,  as  I'm  looking  forward  then  that's,  when  the  top  part  of  the  freeway 
came  down. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  any  other  motion  besides  the  fact  that  you  felt  like  your 
tires  were  having  a  blowout  or  ... 

JN:    Well,  no.   Most  of  what  I  felt  was  from  my  car,  but  I  mean  it  was 
physically  rocking.    It  was  not  just  ... 

PW:    Can  you  indicate  with  your  arm,  was  it  rocking  up  and  down,  sideways,  or 

•  •  • 

JN:    Sort  of  back  and  forth. 
PW:  Sideways? 

JN:    Yeah,  sideways,  yes,  back  and  forth. 
PW:    How  many  times  did  you  feel  the  motion? 

JN:    I'm  guessing  and  I  don't  know  for  sure,  but  I'm  guessing  you  know,  three 
or  four  times.    It  sort  of  rocked  back  and  forth. 

PW:    Did  you  see  what  the  other  vehicles  were  doing?   In  front  or  to  your  side 
when  this  rocking  motion  ... 

JN:    When  that  was  happening? 


PW: 


Yeah 


CALIFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-202 


JN:    I  was  just  aware  of  their  being  there.  The  cars.  There  would  only  be 
cars  on  my  right  and  in  front  of  me.   I  just  was  aware  that  they  were 
there,  but  I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  what  they  were  doing. 

PW:    At  that  point,  did  you  realize  there  was  an  earthquake  or  was  still 
something  wrong  with  your  vehicle? 

JN:    I  just  thought  it  was  my  car. 

PW:    What  did  you  do  then  when  you  felt  that  rocking  motion? 

JN:   Well  as  I  mentioned,  I  tried  to  steer  it  so  that  it  would  not  hit  the  car 
to  my  right  and  so  I  wouldn't  also  go  into  the  side  of  the  freeway. 

PW:    Did  you  actually  deviate  from  your  lane? 

JN:    Nope,  I  didn't  have  to.  The  way  I  could  maneuver  it,  as  I  mentioned  I  was 
driving  as  if  I  was  driving  on  ice.  So,  I  was  just  able  to  maintain  it. 
Then  ...  but  I  was  braking  and  I  was  stopping  the  car. 

PW:    Before  you  saw  the  part  of  the  structure  collapse  in  front,  was  there  any 
motion  that  you  felt  or  saw  or  remember  seeing? 

JN:    No,  I  don't  remember  anything,  because  I  looked  in  my  rearview  because  I 
was  conscious  and  afraid  that  that  person  was  going  to  smash  into  me. 
Then,  I  saw  that  they  were  slowing  down,  or  almost  stopping,  and  then  when 
I  looked  around  and  then  just  as  I  looked  forward,  I  saw  it  come  down. 

PW:    How  far  in  front  did  you  see  the  structure  collapse,  in  front? 

JN:    Well,  it's  hard  to  estimate  because  you're  moving  so  quickly.   So,  what 
seems  like  might  have  been  closer  maybe  wasn't,  because  it's  just  hard  to 
judge  distance.   So,  I  think  it  probably  maybe  was  150  feet.   The  car  ... 
I  had  stopped  because  I  was  trying  to  deal  with  my  car.   The  cars  that 
were  in  front  of  me,  I  could  see  no  longer,  save  for  one,  I  could  see  part 
of  one  car  and  then  I  couldn't  see  it  anymore.  That  car  had  almost 
turned,  instead  of  going  forward,  it  was  going  sideways. 

PW:    It  went  towards  the  edge  of  the  freeway  on  the  left? 

JN:    The  one  car  that  I  could  still  see  was  on  the  far  right.   Instead  of  going 
forward  it  was  going  sideways. 

PW:  What  color  was  that  car? 

JN:  It  was  sort  of  a  copper  color  car.  Yeah. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  who  was  in  the  vehicle? 

JN:  I  think  I  remember  seeing  a  woman. 

PW:  It  didn't  go  down  with  the  structure  did  it? 
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JN:    It  got  covered. 
PW:    By  what? 

JN:    By  the  debris  of  the  structure.    It  was,  yeah,  as  it  fell  and  broke  it  was 
kind  of  ... 

PW:    It  came  on  top  of  the  gold  sedan? 

JN:    Yeah,  it  did. 

PW:    Did  you  get  a  chance  to  see  what  the  other  vehicles  were  doing  also,  that 
was  to  your  side? 

JN:    There  was  another  car  I  remember,  also  on  the  far  left,  seeing  a  mini  van 
come  off  the  top  deck  then  go  towards  the  ground  and  that  . . . 

PW:    In  front  of  you  then? 

JN:    In  front  of  me.   So,  right  directly  in  front  of  me  it  crumbled  down.  I 
don't  remember  hearing  any  sound  that  it  made.    It  was  like  watching  a 
silent  movie,  a  movie  without  any  audio,  and  it  just  all  broke  and  it 
quickly  covered  the  cars  that  were  directly  ahead  of  me.   Then,  to  the  far 
right,  I  could  see  this  one  car  and  then  I  couldn't  see  it  any  longer.  I 
didn't  really  look  back  there  too  much.   Then,  on  the  top  deck  a  small 
mini  van  pitched  off,  I'm  assuming  to  the  ground. 

PW:    You  saw  it  go  off  the  freeway  then? 

JN:    Yeah,  I  did.    It  was  either  a  light  blue  or  light  tan.   That  one  was. 

PW:    Did  the  vehicles  to  your  right,  were  they  able  to  stop  in  time  before  ... 

JN:    Yeah,  the  ones  that  were  sort  of  at  my  level  where  I  stopped.  They  were 
there.   They  just  kinda  stopped. 

PW:    In  time  before  it  hit  the  collapsed  structure? 

JN:    Yeah,  there  was  some  space  because  we  had,  I  had  stopped  and  the  guy 
behind  me,  those  people  had  stopped  as  well.   So,  yeah  ... 

PW:    Were  you  close  to  the  14th  Street  off -ramp  at  that  point,  or  were  you  past 
it? 

JN:    I  had  passed  it  but  what  happened  was,  I  was  still  preoccupied  with  this 
blowout,  thinking  that  I  had  a  blowout,  so  I  thought  well  let  me,  shall  I 
get  out  and  see  if  my  ...  I  wasn't  connecting  that  it  was  an  earthquake  at 
all.   I  was  thinking  I  had  a  blowout  and  I  was  thinking,  the  road  is 
collapsed,  so  I  can't  obviously  go  forward,  so  all  right  what  am  I  going 
to  do.   I  have  to  figure  out  another  solution  to  this,  so  to  the  far 
right,  I  could  see  some  motion  so  I  thought  boy,  there  must  be  ... 


PW: 


Vehicle  motion? 
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JN:    Yeah,  so  I  thought  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye,  so  I  thought,  "OK  so  there 
must  be  an  on -ramp  near  here."  So,  then  I  signaled  to  the  cars  to  my 
right  that  I  wanted  to  go  in  front  of  them.   I  sort  of  hand-motioned  cause 
everyone  was  just  sort  of  sitting  still  and  ... 

PW:    Were  there  a  lot  of  cars  stopped  behind  you  at  that  point? 

JN:    There  were  a  lot  of  cars  stopped  behind  me,  yeah  there  were.   I  don't  know 
how  many  but  there  were. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  that  was  directly  around  your  location? 

JN:    Yeah,  there  were.   I  don't  know  how  they  looked.  There  was  actually  one 
other  person  who  works  in  the  school  district  that  ... 

PW:    What  car  was  he,  she  driving? 

JN:    He  was  driving  a  BMW.  Then,  there  was  a  fellow,  so  then  I  sort  of 
motioned  that  I  want  to  go  in  front  of  them  and  for  them  to  follow  me. 
So,  I  went  over  to  the  on  ...  I  sort  of  circled  around  and  in  the  back  to 
the  on-ramp,  then  I  tooted  for  the  people  coming  on  to  back  up.   So,  they 
did  and  then  there  was  one  person,  this  woman  who  was  driving  a  little 
blue  Honda,  she  got  very  nervous  on  the  on-ramp  and  ... 

PW:    That  was  coming  up  the  ramp? 

JN:    Yeah,  and  she  couldn't  quite  figure  out  what  to  do.   She  couldn't  figure 
to  just  back  up,  so  she  was  trying  to  do  a  360.   She  finally  did. 

PW:    Your  car  wasn't  damaged  or  anything  like  that? 

JN:    No,  my  car  was  not. 

PW:    Besides  the  cars  that  disappeared,  what  about  the  rest  of  the  vehicles 
that  were  adjacent  to  your  behind?  Were  they  damaged  or  anybody  hurt? 

JN:    I  don't  know  about  that.   I  didn't  really  pay  attention  to  that.  There 
were  other  cars  that  then  followed  me  off.  Then,  when  I  stopped  to  catch 
my  breath  by  the  Coke  Cola  Plant,  on  14th;  and  then  some  cars,  and  then  I 
motioned  for  cars  not  to  go  up.  Then,  there  was  a  Navy  woman  who  was 
driving  by  and  she  kind  of  took  over  that  job.  Then  cars,  couple  of  cars 
come  down,  and  then  they  were  stopping,  and  they  said  well  thank  you.  I 
didn't  know  what  they  were  talking  about. 

PW:    Were  there  any  other  cars  that  stopped  in  time,  in  front  of  you,  when  the 
structure  came  down? 

JN:    No,  there  were  no  other  cars  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    You  were  the  closest  one  to  the  structure? 

JN:    Yeah,  I  don't  remember  any  other  cars  in  front  of  me.  Whether  ...  I  can't 
recall  that  there  were  any. 
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PW:    That  stopped  before  the  structure  fell? 

JN:    No.   I  don't  remember  any  other  cars  in  front,  no.   Maybe  on  the  very, 
very  far  right.   There  might  have  been  one  car  but  that  could  have  been 
because  they  had  just  recently  come  on  ...  on  14th  Street;  but  the  sort  of 
pack  of  cars  that  I  was  near,  the  one  that  I  remember  from  behind  me,  the 
ones  behind  me  and  to  my  direct  right.   No  there  weren't  any  other  cars. 

PW:    So,  you  got  off  and  waved  other  cars  off  and  stopped  where?  At  the  Coke 
Cola  Plant? 

JN:    Right,  at  the  plant.   Then,  I  saw  a  man  sort  of  wandering  around  and  I 
said,  "do  you  need  to  call  the  police  or  something?"  Then,  he  was  acting 
real  nervous.   Then,  he  couldn't  get  back  into  his  office  and  he  was  a 
manager  there  at  that  plant.   He  somehow  broke  a  window  and  got  in.  By 
then,  I  was  hearing  fire  engines  coming,  but  they  were  going  farther  ahead 
than  where  I  was.   So,  I  couldn't  quite  figure  out  ...  I  didn't,  at  that 
point,  have  a  radio  in  my  car.    I  don't  know  that  it  would  help,  but  I 
remember  thinking  ...  then  the  fellow  from  my  school  district  who  had 
followed  me  and  I  didn't  know,  he  had  ...  he  stopped  to  thank  me.  Then, 
he  recognized  me  and  his  radio  had  worked  and  he  had  heard  that  yes,  we 
did  have  an  earthquake.   Then,  I  looked  at  my  car  and  thought,  "oh,  that's 
why  I  didn't  really  have  a  flat  tire,  this  is  what  happened." 

PW:    Your  fellow  co-worker,  was  that  the  same  party  that  was  behind  you? 

JN:    Yeah,  he  was  behind  me. 

PW:    What  was  his  name? 

JN:  but  I  don't  know  his  last  name,  but  I  know  where  he  works.  He 

works  downtown  in  another  office. 

PW:    You  wouldn't  have  his  phone  number  or  ... 

JN:    No,  but  I  can  get  it  for  you,  yeah.    I  tlidn't  really  know  him  before 

that.    I  mean,  I  had  seen  him  around  and  he  had  seen  me  around  but  he  was 
on  his  way  to  Richmond  and  was  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  go  home. 

PW:    What  about  the  other  vehicles  that  followed  you  off?    Did  they  stop  or 
did  they  continue  driving  away  from  the  freeway? 

JN:    Most  continued  to  drive.   A  few  kinda  stopped  for  a  minute  to  wave  to  me 
and  then  they  drove  off  and  I  wasn't  sure  what  they  were  talking  about, 
but  most  just  drove  away. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  any  particular  vehicle  that  came  off  with  you? 

JN:    Uh-huh,  there  was  right  directly  behind  me,  there  was  a  Mustang,  a  gray 
Mustang,  probably  it  was  a  man  driving  it.   He  ... 

PW:    A  Caucasian  male? 
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JN:    I'm  not  sure.  He  was  just  a  younger  male.  He  was  quite  nervous,  I  do 

remember  that,  because  the  woman  who  was  in  front  of  me  that  was  trying  to 
do  the  360  ...  was  taking  a  long  time  and  he  was  toot,  toot,  tooting  and  I 
just  said,  "just  relax,  it's  OK."   But  his  car  was  a  gray  Mustang, 
probably  a  late  '70  model.   Not  newly  painted,  someone  was  obviously 
working  on  the  car.   There  was  a  white  car  behind  him. 

PW:    You  don't  know  make  and  model  or  anything? 

JN:    No,  I  don't.   Yeah,  I  don't  know  that. 

PW:    Any  other  cars  that  you  might  recall  at  this  time? 

JN:    Not  really  I'm  afraid.    I  don't  remember. 

PW:    Were  you  able  to  see,  or  recall  seeing,  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  that 
were  struck  by  the  collapsed  structure. 

JN:  Was  I  able  to  see  them? 

PW:  Yeah. 

JN:  No,  except  for  that  ...  no,  when  I  got  off  I  didn't  go  back  up. 

PW:  Did  you  know  in  your  mind  that  they  were  trapped  or  ... 

JN:    What  I  thought  at  that  moment  was  that,  what  I  guessed  as  about  four  cars 
that  I  could  no  longer  see  because  ... 

PW:    That  were  in  front  of  you? 

JN:    That  were  in  front  of  me.  What  I  guessed  at  that  moment  was  that  those 
four  cars,  the  people  were  gone,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  it  extended  beyond 
in  front  of  me. 

PW:    The  only  vehicle  that  you  recall  was  the  copper  or  gold  colored  car? 

JN:    Yeah,  that  was  the  only  one.   It  was  a  sedan.  Two  or  four  door,  I'm  not 
sure  which  to  the  far  right.   Yeah,  that's  the  only  one  I  really  recall. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  falling  or  ... 

JN:    When  I  turned  from  my  rearview  and  looked  forward  and  then  it  just  ...  I 
saw  it  coming  down.    It  broke  in  very  big  chunks  and  then  it  was  very, 
very  powdery. 

PW:    When  you  say  it  broke  in  big  chunks,  it  didn't  come  off  all  at  one  time  or 


JN:    Well,  no,  it  just  kind  of  tumbled.   It  looked  as  if  when  you  see  a  film 
and  you  see  a  road  that's  being  blown  up.    It  looked  like  that.    It  didn't 
just  come  down  flat. 


UIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

C-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-207 


PW:    It  was  more  or  less  chunks  or  ... 

JN:    Yeah,  I  think,  I  suspect  that  as  it  was  falling,  it  was  kinda  breaking 
apart  in  parts  because  there  was  a  lot  of  dust. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  side  structures  before  what  happened  to  the  side 
structures  when  the  top  deck  came  down? 

JN:  I'm  sorry,  did  I  see  what? 

PW:  Do  you  recall  seeing  the  side  structures  break  apart? 

JN:  You  mean  the  arms  of  the  top  part? 

PW:  Right. 

JN:  The  sort  of  side  rails? 

PW:  That  supported  the  top  structures? 

JN:  No,  I  don't  recall  that.    I  just  ...  no,  I  don't  recall  that  part. 

PW:  Once  it  came  down,  it  was  very  dusty? 

JN:  Yeah,  there  was  a  lot  of  powder.    It  was  real  powdery,  as  it  was,  I  guess 
crashing  down,  but  I  didn't  hear  any  sound  or  I  don't  remember  any  sounds. 

PW:    Besides  the  up  and  down,  side  motion  you  felt,  were  there  any  other  type 
of  motion  that  you  recall  seeing  or  feel? 

JN:    No,  well,  prior  to  that  my  car  was  kind  of  bumping  but  I  just  thought  it 
was,  again,  I  just  thought  it  was  something  with  my  car. 

PW:    You  need  glasses  to  drive? 

JN:    No,  I  don't.    It's  not  required  on  my  license. 

PW:    How  was  your  health  before  the  earthquake? 

JN:  Fine. 

PW:    You  hadn't  taken  any  drugs  or  medication  prior  to  the  earthquake  then? 
JN:    No,  vitamins. 

PW:    Were  you  wearing  your  seatbelt  at  the  time? 
JN:    Yeah,  I  had  on  my  seatbelt. 

PW:    Once  you  got  off  the  structure,  do  you  remember,  recall  seeing  any 

particular  person  from  the  ground  or  from  the  local  business  who  really 
went  and  put  their  life  to  help  the  injured? 


t 
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JN:    I  saw  a  lot  of  people  running  towards  there.   Like  some  groups  of  young 
kids. 

PW:    Where  did  they  come  from? 

JN:    The  projects.   Yeah,  they  were  from  the  projects  ... 
PW:    These  were  ... 

JN:    Like  teenage  kids,  black  kids  from  the  projects. 
PW:   They  went  up  to  the  structure? 

JN:    Um-hum,  they  went  up  the  ramp,  the  on-ramp  ...  I'm  sure,  I  guess  they 

heard  all  the  fire  engines.   Or  I  don't  know,  whatever,  and  then,  the  Coke 
Cola  man,  he  was  just  kind  of  wandering  around.    I  don't  know  quite  what 
he  did.   He  might  have  called  ... 

PW:    The  Coke  Cola  man,  was  he  from  the  freeway  or  he  came  from  the  office. 

JN:    He  came  from  his  office.  Yeah,  he  was  in  his  office.   He  was  a  Caucasian 
man. 

PW:    Did  he  help  with  some  of  the  people? 

JN:    Well,  he  just  was  kind  of  spinning  around.   I  saw  him,  he  was  just  kind  of 
a  little  bit  in  a  daze.  He  was  going  up  sort  of  near  the  freeway.  Then, 
he  was  kind  of  wandering  around.  When  this  other  person  who  stopped  from 
the  school  district,  said  something  about  there  was  an  earthquake. 

I  said  to  the  man,  "well,  you  need  to  be  calling  someone  about  this."  He 
said,  "yeah,  I  know,  but  I  can't  get  back  into  my  office."  He  was  just 
...  yeah,  there's  going  to  be  help  coming  but  ...  I  didn't  notice  anyone 
else  but  ... 

PW:    Did  you  stay  around  or  ... 

JN:    I  stayed  around  just  a  very  short  time  to  catch  my  breath  and  to  stop 
other  people  from  going  onto  the  freeway.   Then,  when  this  other  woman 
said  she  would  take  over  that  job  of  flagging  people  so  they  didn't  go  on, 
I  guess,  for  myself  I  just  thought  ... 

PW:    Where  did  this  other  woman  come  from? 

JN:    She  was  driving  through.    I  think,  I  don't  know  whether  she  was  on  it  or 
not.  She  was  in  a  little  white  car  and  ... 

PW:    Is  that  the  white  car  behind  the  Mustang  or  ... 

JN:    No.   I  don't  think  so.   But  it  could  have  been,  I'm  not  really  sure  but 
she  was  not  alone  in  the  car.  There  were  some  other  women  in  the  car  but 
she  was  the  only  one  in  a  Navy  uniform.   But  she  took  over  that  job  of 
sort  of  flagging  people  so  they  didn't  go  upon  the  freeway.   But  I  don't 
recall  seeing  anyone  else.   Like,  I  didn't  stay  around  much  longer, 
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because  I  guess  probably,  I  don't  know  CPR  and  I  don't  know  first  aid. 
So,  I  guess  I  thought  well,  I  think  I'll  just  go  and  figure  how  I  was 
going  to  get  home. 

PW:  Thank  you  very  much.    I  think  that's  all  the  questions  I  have. 

JN:  OK. 

PW:  Anything  else  you'd  like  to  add  that  I  may  have  missed? 

JN:  No,  I  don't  think  ...  I  don't  ... 

PW:  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  time. 

JN:  Sure. 

PW:  I  am  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  1108  hours. 
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W-39,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1030  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
BP: 

SM:    Let's  see  what  I  need  from  you,  I  have  your  name,  I  don't  have  your 

address  or  your  driver's  license  number.   Do  you  have  your  street  address? 

BP:    My  street  address  is 
SM: 

BP:    Yes.    In  Alameda. 
SM:    The  zip  there? 

BP:  .   Driver's  license  number  is 

SM:    Your  date  of  birth? 

BP: 

SM:    What  I'd  like  you  to  do  is,  just  relay  to  me  the  circumstances;  where  you 
were  coming  from,  what  you  saw,  what  you  felt,  the  direction  you  were 
going,  and  just  start  talking  about  it.   Then,  what  I'll  do  is  I'll  go 
back  and  ask  any  questions,  specific  questions  that  I  may  need. 

BP:  OK. 

SM:    Where  were  you  coming  from? 

BP:    I  was  northbound  on  880.    I  was  coming  from  Oakland  and  I  was  exiting  at 
Cypress.   I  was  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  exit  when  the  earthquake 
happened.   I  was  in  my  company  truck.   I  was  bobtailing  at  the  time.  What 
I  felt,  I  felt  like  I'd  blown  the  front  tire.   Most  of  my  concentration 
was  on  trying  to  control  the  truck.   After  I  got  control  of  the  truck,  I 
guess  the  quake  stopped.    I  then  realized  that,  I  thought  somebody  might 
have  hit  the,  one  of  the  guard  posts,  one  of  the  posts  holding  up  the 
off -ramp  for  Cypress  on  Seventh  Street.   It  wasn't  until  I  got  down  to 
Seventh  and  Cypress  that  I  realized,  then  that  I  was  told  that  we  just  had 
an  earthquake.    I  did  not  see  the  Cypress  structure  come  down.   I  still 
hear  it  in  the  back  of  my  mind. 


SM 
BP 
SM 


When  you  said  you  were  bobtailing  it,  you  just  had  the  tractor? 
Right. 

With  no  trailers? 
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BP:  I  didn't  have  no  trailers. 

SM:  A  two  or  three  axle  tractor? 

BP:  Three  axle. 

SM:  So,  you  were  actually  right  there  at  the  beginning  of  the  off -ramp? 

BP:  Yes. 

SM:  At  that  particular  time,  what  kind  of  movement  made  you  think  that  you  had 
blown  a  steering,  a  tire? 

BP:    It  seemed  to  be  a  side  by  side  type  of  movement.   I've  never  experienced  a 
flat  tire  blowing  before  in  my  life.   At  that  time,  I  was  on  my  way  to, 
Seventh  and  Cypress,  to  to  have  work  done  on  the 

truck.   My  mind  was  partly  on  that,  getting  down  there  I  had,  I  was  losing 
water  out  of  my  radiator  hose.   When  it  happened,  the  first  thing  that 
came  to  my  mind  was  that  I'd  blown  a  front  tire  and  trying  to  control  the 
truck.   I'm  glad  nobody  was  alongside  me  'cause  I  ended  up  using  both 
lanes  just  trying  to  control  the  truck. 

SM:    So,  it  was  enough  of  a  violent  swerving  motion  to  cause  you  to  go 
completely  out  of  the  lane. 

BP:  Yeah. 

SM:    So,  and  it  was  side  to  side.   Did  you  feel  any  up  and  down  movement  at 
all? 

BP:    No.   It  was  more,  it  felt  more  side  by  side. 
SM:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

BP:    Quite  a  bit.   In  fact,  normally  at  that  time  I  would  have  been,  if  I 
hadn't  had  truck  problems,  I  would  have  been  on  my  way  to  Richmond. 

SM:    So,  you  would  have  been  further  along  northbound? 

BP:    Oh,  yeah. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  traffic  on  this  particular  day? 

BP:    It  was  a  little  lighter  than  usual  Tuesday.  Tuesdays  are  kind  of  a  flaky 
day.   In  the  afternoon  right  in  that  area,  traffic  seems  to  be  fairly 
light.  The  traffic  that  day  was  pretty  light.   There  was  enough  cars 
moving  on  it,  but  not  enough  for  ...  you  could  do  the  actual  speed,  if  not 
faster,  without  any  problems. 

SM:    Right  before  you  went  to  exit,  about  how  fast  would  you  say  that  you  were 
travelling? 

BP:    Oh,  I'd  say  I  was  probably  doing  55  to  60. 
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SM:    That  exit  has  two  lanes? 

BP:    Well,  it  has,  you  got  the  Market  Street  on-ramp  and  then  the  Cypress 
off -ramp.   That's  one  lane,  but  as  soon  as  you  get  off  the  freeway  it 
breaks  into  two. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  the  pavement  by  ...  do  you  recall  looking  around.   Did  you 
notice  like  any  of  the  support,  pillars  of  the  freeway,  or  the  pavement 
doing  anything? 

BP:    No,  what  kind  of  comes  to  my  mind,  I  noticed  little  puffs  of  dust.   One  of 
them,  I  guess,  was  from  a  house  on  the  corner  of,  I  guess  that'd  be  Eighth 
and  Cypress,  I  guess  lost  their  chimney.   Part  of  the  dust  I  noticed  there 
was  that  hitting  the  ground.    I  noticed  traffic  seemed  strange  right 
around  there.   People  were  slowing  down,  that  were  on  Cypress  heading,  I 
guess  east  on  Cypress,  and  some  traffic  heading  west  on  Cypress  toward 
Seventh,  seemed  to  slow  down.   People  were  kind  of  confused.   I  was 
confused  'cause  I  didn't  realize  that  we  were  experiencing  an  earthquake 
until,  I  got  into  Kelly's.   Because,  like  I  say,  at  first  I  thought  I'd 
blown  a  front  tire,  and  then  my  second  reaction  was  that  I  thought 
somebody,  a  truck  might  have  hit  one  of  the  supports  for  the  off-ramp  on 
Seventh. 


SM:    When  all  this  started  happening,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  start  slowing 
down,  or  braking,  or  ... 

BP:    Both,  I  was  slowing  down,  braking,  just  trying  to  keep  control  of  the 
truck. 

SM:    Did  you  continue  to  proceed  down  the  off -ramp? 
BP:    Yes,  I  did. 

SM:    Then,  where  did  you  go  from  there? 

BP:    Underneath  the  freeway  to  Seventh  and  Cypress.   I  just,  I  made  like  a  big 
circle,  because  that's  where  I  was  heading  anyway  was  Seventh  and 
Cypress.   I  was  still  trying  to  get  the  truck  in,  because  of  losing  the 
water  out  of  it. 

SM:    It  wasn't  then  until  you  stopped  there,  at  your  destination  at  Seventh  and 
Cypress,  that  you  found  out  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 

BP:  Right. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  other  vehicles  around  you  either  crashing  into  each 
other  or  crashing  into  parts  of  the  pavement? 

BP:  No. 

SM:    There  were  no  collisions  behind  you  that  you  know  of? 
BP:  No. 
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SN:   You  mentioned  that  the  only  thing  that,  now,  that  comes  to  your  mind  is  a 
loud  noise. 

BP:    Yeah,  like  a,  a  domino  type  pounding. 

SN:    So,  you  heard  more  than  just  one  loud  crash.   You  heard  several,  or  ... 

BP:    Right.  But,  like  I  say,  it's  vague,  in  the  back  of  my  mind.   At  the  time 
I  didn't  realize  what  I  was  hearing. 

SM:    Did  you  happen  to,  you  mentioned  puffs  of  dust,  did  you  happen  to  see  any 
other  large  clouds  of  dust,  or  ... 

BP:    No,  well  I  saw,  I  saw  the  smoke  and  fire  afterwards.   Or  the  smoke  from 
the  fire  afterwards.   But  at  that  time,  I  thought,  I  didn't  know  anything 
about  Cypress  coming  down.    I  thought  it  might  have  been  one  of  the 
warehouses  down  there  on  Cypress  that  caught  fire. 

SN:    Prior  to,  probably,  let's  say  maybe  eight  hours  prior  to  all  of  this 

happening,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken  any  prescription  drugs? 

BP:  No. 

SN:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions? 

BP:  Yeah,  I'm  nearsighted. 

SN:  You  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

BP:  Yes,  I  do. 

SN:  You  had  them  on  at  that  time? 

BP:  Oh,  yes.    I  have  them  on  all  the  time. 

SN:  That's  great.   That's  all  I  need.   I  appreciate  you  calling  me  back. 

BP:  If  you  need  anything  else  feel  free  to  call. 

SN:  Thanks  a  lot, 
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W-40,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Len  Silva,  #7924,  on 

November  22,  1989,  at  approximately  0845  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  the  interview. 

Identification: 

LS:     Investigator  Len  Silva,  CHP 
LP: 

LS:  you  were  on  the  Cypress  Structure  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

LP:    Yes,  I  was. 

LS:    Why  don't  you  just  tell  me  briefly  what  happened. 

LP:    After  getting  off  from  work,  I  got  on  right  here  on  Cypress  on  Powell  exit 
there  on  the  on-ramp. 

LS:  Emeryville? 

LP:    Emeryville,  right,  on  Powell  Street.   As  I  reached  up  on  the  ramp,  and 
within  the  next  few  minutes  I  start  hearing  my  tires  start  to  shake  and 
rumble,  and  I  thought  I  was  having  a  flat  tire  and  there  was  a  lot  of 
static  in  my  radio.   As  I  looked  on  over  the  ramp,  I  saw  the  ramp  begin  to 
have  a  movement  going  up  and  down  in  just  the  motions  of  the  ocean,  moving 
up  and  down.   And  ... 

LS:    So,  you  actually  looked  out  in  front  of  you  and  saw  the  freeway  ... 

LP:    I  looked  out  in  front  of  me,  right,  and  then  this  began  to  get  more 
intense.    It  started  moving  more  and  swaying  from  side  to  side.   I  also 
noticed  that  the  clamps  within  the  freeway,  the  sections  in  the  ramp 
started  to  open  and  close,  open  and  close,  as  the  ramp  began  to  sway  up 
and  down.   So,  I  proceeded  to  speed  up,  thinking  to  be  on  the  other  side 
of  the  freeway.   As  I  speeded  up,  it  broke  right  in  front  of  my  car.  My 
car  flew  up  in  the  air  and  landed  so  many  feet  beyond  the  accident,  the 
breakage,  and  I  felt  that  behind  my  car. 

LS:    Where  the  section  fell? 

LP:    Right.   It  fell  right  below,  or  right  behind  my  car. 
LS:    Were  you  injured? 
LP:    No,  I  wasn't  injured. 

LS:    Let  me  just  go  through  these  questions  with  you  then.   How  often  do  you 
travel  this  route? 

LP:    Oh,  five  days  a  week. 


LS:    So,  a  couple  of  times  a  day  or,  I  mean,  do  you  go  to  and  from  work? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  mc-216 


LP:    Oh,  yeah,  right.   Because  I  drive  out  that  way  maybe  three,  four  times  a 
day. 

LS:    What  direction  were  you  travelling? 
LP:    South  towards  San  Jose. 

LS:    South  towards  San  Jose.   How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 
LP:    Oh,  moderate.    It  wasn't  real  heavy. 

LS:    I  mean  was  that  ...  did  you  think  that  that  was  unusual  for  that  time  of 
day,  or  was  it  usually  heavier? 

LP:    No.  That  was  about  the  normal  flow  of  traffic. 

LS:    What  lane  were  you  in? 

LP:    The  far  fast  lane. 

LS:    The  fast  lane.   How  fast  were  you  going? 

LP:    Oh,  well,  I  guess  I  started  off  at  about  60.   Then,  I  began  to  speed  up  to 
about  70,  75. 

LS:    How  many  people  were  in  your  car  with  you? 

LP:    Myself,  one. 

LS:    You  were  by  yourself?  Where  would  you  say  you  were  when  the  earthquake 
started? 

LP:    I  had  mostly  covered  ...  mostly  went  over  the  whole  ramp.   I  was  across 
from  some  kind  of  truck  company.   I  noticed  when  I  looked  up  and  got  out 
my  car,  that  truck  company. 

LS:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  any  other  vehicles  on  the  freeway? 

LP:    Yes.   There  were  three  other  vehicles  on  the  ramp.   There  was  a  280Z  with 
...  I  think  she  was  like  a  brown  haired  or  red  haired  white  lady  about  in 
her  late  30' s.   There  was  a  Maxima,  blue,  with  Orientals,  about  four 
oriental  men  were  in  the  car.  There  was  a  car  behind  me  that  didn't  make 
it  over,  that  was  landed  on  it's  hood  of  the  car,  or  the  top  of  the  car. 

LS:    Did  it  land  on  its  top? 

LP:    It  was  upside  down. 

LS:    What  kind  of  car  was  that? 

LP:    It  looked  like  it  was  a  Shadow  or  one  of  those  ...  it  looked  like  it  was  a 
Shadow  or  something,  one  of  them  small  kind  of  midsize  cars. 
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LS:  Like  a  Dodge  or  something  like  that? 

LP:  Pardon? 

LS:  Was  it  a  Dodge  or  something  like,  or  a  Chrysler? 

LP:  Uh-huh. 

LS:  What  color  was  that? 

LP:  I  didn't  really  see.    It  looked  like  it  was  almost  a  cream  color,  a  beige 
or  something  like  that. 

LS:    The  cream  colored  or  beige  car  you  saw  flip  over? 

LP:  Uh-huh. 

LS:    Where  did  it  land? 

LP:    It  was  behind  my  car.    It  landed  right  on  the  edge  where  the  rest  of  it 
fell  down. 

LS:    Now  these  other  cars  that  you  mentioned,  they  were  OK? 
LP:    Urn -hum. 

LS:    The  two  ...  the  Z  car  and  the  ... 

LP:    Yeah.   When  I  got  in  my  car  ...  after  I  got  out  of  my  car,  I  thought  I 
broke  an  axle  or  something.    I  walked  around  and  looked  over  the  ramp. 
Then,  I  realized  it  was  an  earthquake,  because  the  bridge  was  still 
shaking.   I  stopped  by  their  cars  and  they  were  out  of  their  cars  looking 
around.   They  got  back  in  their  cars  and  we  all  drove  off. 

LS:    So,  actually,  you  landed  on  the  part  of  the  freeway  that  still  remained  up 
and  you  just  continued  on  driving? 

LP:  Right. 

LS:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  there  was  something  wrong? 

LP:  When  I  started  seeing  the  ramp  start  to  shake,  go  up  and  down. 

LS:  So,  it  was  something  visual  rather  than  something  that  you  felt  or  heard? 

LP:  Something  visual ,  visual . 

LS:  What  did  you  do  when  you  felt  this  shaking  and  saw  this  ... 

LP:    I  speeded  up,  thinking  that  it  was  going  to  fall,  and  I  should  get  on  the 
other  side. 

LS:    So,  you  immediately  thought  that  the  freeway  was  falling  around  you? 
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LP:    Right.   Because  I  started  seeing  the  clamps  opening  and  closing. 

LS:    Why  did  you  ...  I  mean,  did  you  think  it  was  an  earthquake  or  did  you 
think  it  was  happening  from  some  other  ... 

LP:    I  thought  a  truck  ...  because  they  have  accidents  on  that  freeway  a  lot. 
I  thought  a  truck  underneath  had  hit  a  post  or  something,  or  it  looked 
like  there's  something  ...  coming  from  my  job,  going  home,  there's  some 
kind  of  company  on  the  right  hand  side  that  has  some  flame  that  burns  all 
the  time.   I  thought  that  probably  blew  up  or  something. 

LS:    So,  when  you  say  originally  you  thought  maybe  a  truck  hit  it,  did  you  see 
like  just  one  section  or  you  saw  various  sections  start  having  this 
motion? 

LP:  When  I  got  out  of  my  car,  I  looked  over  at  the  ramp  and  I  looked  behind  me 
and  I  just  heard  it  crashing  down.  I  saw  the  side  behind  me  fall  and  then 
I  just  heard  a  lot  of  the  rest  of  them  falling.   Like  explosions. 

LS:    So,  when  you  stopped  your  car  and  got  out  of  it,  you  could  still  hear 
other  sections  falling? 

LP:    Right,  I  could  hear  them.  There  was  a  lot  of  it  going  on.   Then  also, 
ambulances  and  everything.  They  started  up  real  fast.   Because  I  heard 
ambulance  and  police  cars  and  sirens  and  stuff. 

LS:    But  when  you  say  you  got  out  of  your  car  and  you  heard  these  other 
sections  falling,  you  heard  the  sections  falling?  You  didn't  see  the 
other  sections  falling? 

LP:    No.   I  just  saw  the  one  section  behind  me  fall  after  I  made  it  over. 

There  was  a  big  gap  out.  Then,  I  looked  over  the  freeway  and  then  I  just 
heard  a  lot  of  explosions  then. 

LS:    What  happened  ...  when  you  landed,  you  said  you  walked  around  your  car. 
You  didn't  see  any  damage  to  your  car? 

LP:  No. 

LS:    What  damage  did  occur  to  your  car? 

LP:    My  car,  it  scraped  the  bottom  of  the  freeway  and  it  scratched  my  oil  pan 
and  the  damage  off  one  of  my  tire,  the  pressure  of  it  hitting  the  deck  and 
bouncing  back  on  the  tire.   Because  I  took  my  car  in  and  had  it  checked 
and  my  tires  checked. 

LS:  So,  you  got  out  of  your  car  ...  so  you  said  you  weren't  injured.  You  said 
before  ... 

LP:    No,  the  only  thing  that  was  damaged  to  my  car  was  my  tires. 

LS:    You  don't  think  these  other  people  that  you  mentioned,  the  one  in  the  Z 
car  and  the  Maxima,  you  don't  think  they  were  injured? 
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LP:    No.   They  were  just  ...  they  made  it  long  before  I  did  and  they  were  still 
wondering  what  happened. 

LS:    What  about  the  guy  in  the  car  that  flipped  over?  Do  you  know  what 
happened  to  them? 

LP:    They  were  still  ...  they  were  still  alive  in  their  car.    I  saw  movement. 
But  I  was  afraid  to  go  to  the  car.    I  thought  the  car  was  going  to  blow  up 
and  I  thought  the  bridge  was  going  to  fall. 

LS:    Did  you  see  anybody  else  coming  over  to  help  them? 

LP:    No.   Because  there  was  only  three  of  us  left  on  top  of  the  ramp  of  the 
freeway. 

LS:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake?  Was  it 
rocking,  swerving,  jolting? 

LP:    My  vehicle,  when  I  went  over  the  side  of  the  freeway,  my  vehicle  ...  when 
I  thought  I  broke  an  axle,  it  started  to  rock  from  side  to  side.  The 
whole  ramp  rocked. 

LS:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  falling?  Was  it 
the  visual  thing  that  you  saw  that  ... 

LP:    Visual.   Because  the  clamps  ...  I  saw  the  clamps  opening  and  closing. 

LS:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake?  Swaying,  rolling,  shaking? 

LP:    A  little  rolling,  up  and  down  rolling.   After,  I  guess  after  the  really 
shakes  ...  afterwards,  when  I  got  out  of  my  car,  it  was  swinging  from  side 
to  side.    Like  it  was  settling. 

LS:    Your  car  was  in  good  condition?   It  was  a  brand  new  car,  wasn't  it? 

LP:    Yeah.   The  only  damage  to  my  car  was  the  tires,  really,  because  they  was 
completely  (inaudible). 

LS:  Were  you  wearing  a  seatbelt? 

LP:  Pardon? 

LS:  Were  you  wearing  a  seatbelt? 

LP:  Yes,  I  was. 

LS:  Were  you  wearing  glasses?   Do  you  need  to  wear  glasses  to  drive? 

LP:  No,  I  don't  need  glasses. 

LS:  You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  anything?  You  don't  ... 
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LP:  No. 

LS:  Is  there  anything  else  you  wanted  to  add? 

LP:  No,  that's  about  all  of  it. 

LS:  Well,  thanks  for  your  time.   I  appreciate  it  and  have  a  good  Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

LP:  You  too!  Bye-bye. 

LS:  Bye-bye. 
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W-41,  was  interviewed  by  Officer  Pam  Franz,  #10735,  on  December 

6,  1989,  at  approximately  0835  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PF:  Officer  K.  K.  Franz,  CHP 
AS: 


PF 
AS 
PF 
AS 
PF 
AS 
PF 
AS 


Can  you  state  your  name,  please? 
My  name  is 

Can  you  spell  the  last? 

Can  you  give  me  your  driver's  license  number? 

Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  on  the  day  of  October  17th? 

I  had  just  come,  was  coming  from  the  Oakland  airport,  and  had  picked  up  my 
father.   We  had  come  over  the  Cypress  overpass.   We  had  just,  we  were 
probably  about,  about  a  half  a  mile  from  coming  out  of  it.   As  the  people 
come  off  the  Bay  Bridge  and  off  the  other  Oakland  freeway,  which  I  don't 
know  the  number  of  it,  and  they  kind  of  make  a  "Y"  there  and  meet,  we  had 
just  come  through  there  and  had  come  to  a  stop.   It  felt  like  we  had  a 
flat  tire.    I  looked  at  the  car  ahead  of  me,  because  we  were  bouncing, 
just  bouncing  very  hard.    I  looked  at  the  car  ahead  of  us  and  they  were 
also  trying  to  stop  and  also  bouncing.    I  was  trying  to  control,  even 
though  I  wasn't  going  at  a  fast  speed,  I  was  trying  to  control  stopping. 
It  was  a  very  strange  feeling,  because  I  wasn't  moving  my  feet,  but  I 
could  feel  the  muscles  in  my  feet  moving.    I  saw  this  space  between  me  and 
the  car  ahead  of  me,  which  was  probably  15  feet,  and  the  road  between  us 
was  in  little  waves,  like  at  the  beach  when  it  has  the  big  wave,  then  it 
has  the  ripple  afterwards.    It  was  just  like  that,  between  our  cars. 
That's  when  I  realized  there  was  an  earthquake.    I  don't  know  what  else  to 
say  after  that. 

PF:    Do  you  remember  how  fast  you  were  travelling? 

AS:    Well,  we  were  just  coming  down  to  stop,  so  I  would  assume,  a  wild  guess, 
probably  15  miles  an  hour.   That's  truly  a  guess. 

PF:    How  fast  were  you  going  prior  to  the  earthquake? 


AS: 


Well,  when  we  came  through  the  Cypress,  there  was,  there  was  no  traffic. 
It  was  real,  a  real  breeze.   I  was  probably  going  55  through  there. 
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PF:    When  you  went,  when  you  went  through  there,  was  there  quite  a  bit  of 
traffic? 

AS:    Oh,  no.   Huh-uh.   No,  because  I  was  travelling  I  believe  in  about  the 

middle  lane  and  I  moved  over,  I  think,  two  lanes  to  the  right  hand  lane  so 
that  I  could  go  on  toward  Sacramento.   There  was,  there  was  just  no 
traffic. 

PF:    Which  direction  were  you  headed? 

AS:    Towards  Sacramento. 

PF:    How  often  do  you  go  that  way? 

AS:    Well,  probably  a  couple  times  a  month,  because  my  husband  has  Warrior 

tickets  and  season  tickets,  so  we're  down  there  probably  a  couple  times  a 
month. 

PF:    So,  not  that  frequently? 

AS:    No,  huh-uh.   No,  it's  not  an  everyday  trip. 

PF:    Was  there  anyone  with  you  in  your  car? 

AS:    Yes,  there  was.   My  father. 

PF:    Your  father?  What  is  his  name? 

AS: 

PF:    His  address? 

AS:    Boy,  my  mind  just  went  blank. 

PF:    I've  got  written  down  here  ... 

AS: 

PF: 

AS:    I  think  that's  it,  yeah. 
PF:    How  old  is  he? 
AS:    He's  64. 

PF:    64.   Do  you  know,  do  you  have  his  birthdate? 

AS:    It's  7/17,  and  I  want  to  say,  my  mom  was,  I  would  say  25,  1925. 

PF:    Where  was  he  sitting? 

AS:    In  the  passenger  side  of  the  car. 
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PF:    Now  when  you,  you  first  noticed  that  it  felt  like  you  had  flat  tires,  or 
whatever,  you  were  starting  to  move,  do  you  remember  where  you  were? 

AS:    Yeah.   We  had  just,  we  had  just,  there's  a  Y  there,  that  they,  all  the 
freeways  combine,  OK?  We  had  come  through  that  where  the  Bay  Bridge 
traffic  merges  with  the  traffic  that  comes  over  the  Cypress.   Does  that 
make  sense?  We  had  just  there,  we  were  just  coming  to  a  stop  as  the 
traffic  that  time  of  day  usually  does. 

PF:    Starts  to  back  up. 

AS:    Yeah.   I  was  amazed,  when  we  came  over  the  Cypress,  I  was  amazed  at  how 
light  the  traffic  was  because  I  had  dreaded,  when  I  was  going  to  the 
airport,  I  had  dreaded  coming  back  and  hitting  the  traffic  because  I  know, 
I've  gotten  stuck  under  there  in  traffic  at  5:00  o'clock  before.  I 
remember  going  through  and  thinking,  "Boy,  this  is  great.   This  is  just  a 
breeze. " 

PF:    It's  probably  a  good  thing  for  your  sake. 
AS:  Yes. 

PF:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  other  cars  that  were  on  the  freeway  that 
were  near  you?  Do  you  have  any  descriptions  of  them? 

AS:    Nothing.   Just  the  car  ahead  of  me,  it  was  a  small  car  like  mine,  the  size 
wise.   But  other  than  that,  no.   I  just  know  that  after  the  earthquake 
stopped,  people  along  side  of  us,  some  of  them  jumped  out  of  their  cars. 
People  were  pulling  over  and  stopping  instantly.   And  ... 

PF:    Now,  were  they  stopping  just  because  of  the  movement  from  the  road  or  ... 

AS:    I  believe  so,  yeah,  I  believe  so.    I  believe  they  were  in  such  a  shock 
that  some  of  them  got  out  and  I  saw  people  hugging  each  other,  just 
briefly,  on  the  sides,  because  I  was  so  concentrated  on  moving  ahead.  The 
idea  for  me  stopping  and  getting  out  of  the  car  made  no  sense.    I  wanted 
to  ... 

PF:    To  get  out  of  there. 

AS:    Especially,  yeah,  especially  when  my  father  said,  "Now  honey,  let's  move 
along  because  we're  on  an  overpass."   I  didn't  realize  we  were  on  an 
overpass.    I'd  have  been  hysterical. 

PF:    When  you  first  realized  that  your  car  was  starting  to  move  around,  what 
did  you  do? 

AS:    Well,  like  I  said,  the  first,  I  thought  it  was  a  flat  tire.   I  was  so 
disgusted  because  I  thought,  you  would  happen  now  at  this  time.  It 
really,  it  truly  was  just  bouncing.   I  kept  thinking,  "My  goodness,  I've 
got  to  have  four  flat  tires,  not  just  one."  Then,  when  I  saw  the  car 
ahead  of  me,  I  thought,  "Well,  that's  strange.   She's  got  a  flat  tire, 
too."  Then,  I  saw  the  road  was,  it's  one  of  those  things  you  never 
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witness,  I  hope  to  never  witness  again,  but  the  road  was  truly  in  waves. 
And  . . . 

PF:    When  you  say  in  waves,  did  it  seem  like  the  waves  were  coming  toward  your 
car  or  away? 

AS:    They  were  going  from  left  to  right. 

PF:    From  left  to  right? 

AS:    Does  that  make  sense?  Yeah. 

PF:    Would  you  be  able  to  give  like  a  height?  Where  they,  was  it  like  two  feet 
or  one  foot  or  higher  than  that? 

AS:    Oh,  no.   Huh-uh.    It  wasn't  that  high.    I  guess  in  my  mind  I  figured 
around  six  inches. 

PF:    Now  you  wanted  to  continue  to  get  out  of  there,  and  you  said  that  the 

other  cars  were  pulling  over  to  the  shoulder  and  stopping,  and  people  were 
getting  out  of  their  cars. 

AS:    Yeah.   Some  were,  not  a  lot,  but  I  would  say  for  the  quick  second  I  saw,  I 
would  say  probably  six  cars  stopped. 

PF:    Were  there  any  cars  in  your  immediate  vicinity  that  you  saw  had  any  damage 
to  them?  Had  any  cars  ... 

AS:  No. 

PF:    ...  moved  into  the  structure,  hit  the  structure  or  any  rear  end 
AS:    Huh-uh,  because  I  was  clear  to  the  structure. 

PF:    Let's  see,  you  didn't  stop  your  vehicle.   Let's  see,  no  one  around  you 
that  you  saw  was  injured  in  any  way? 

AS:    No,  huh-uh.   No,  because  we,  as  soon  as  the  earthquake  stopped,  probably  a 
second  later,  the  majority  of  us  started  moving.  We  started  moving  rather 
slow.   We  all  moved  almost  in  perfection.  The  Highway  Patrol  would  have 
been  thrilled.   It  truly,  nobody  speeded,  nobody  changed  lanes,  nobody 
pulled  in  front  of  each  other,  like  frantic  trying  to  get  home.  I 
followed  the  same  car  in  front  of  me  all  the  way  through  Vallejo. 

PF:    You're  kidding. 

AS:    Oh,  no. 

PF:    That's  unusual . 

AS:    It  was  truly,  because  I  kept  remarking  to  my  dad,  I  kept  thinking  it's  so 
strange,  nobody,  it  was  eerie  ... 
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PF:    Did  you  know  what  happened  by  then? 

AS:    Oh,  yeah.    X,  when  we  started  moving,  and  get  past  the  buildings,  we  could 
see  the  fire  over  in  Berkeley  and  the  Marina.   We  realized  the  radio  went 
out.   We  tried  to  find  a  radio  station.   So  much  for  the  emergency 
broadcasting  noise  that  comes  on.   We  couldn't  find  it.   But  we  didn't 
realize  the  Cypress,  I  did  not  know  what  the  Cypress  Structure  was.  I 
just  know  it  was  the  overpass  I  went  on.    I  never  knew  it  had  a  name. 
When  they  started  describing  that  the  thing  had  fallen  and  there  were  cars 
on  top,  I  thought  it  was  a  parking  structure  that  had  collapsed.    I  didn't 
know  what  it  was  until  I  got  home  and  saw  it  on  TV.   But  ... 

PF:    You  must  have  gotten  kind  of  a  sinking  feeling  in  your  stomach  when  you 
real ized. 

AS:    Yeah,  yeah.   After  I  got  home  and  my  husband  was  thrilled  to  see  me,  and 
the  kids,  and  I,  you  start  to  think  that's  what  you  were  on.   I  realized, 
and  I  realized  how  close  we  had  been  to  it.   Yeah,  it  gave  you  a  little 
jolt  for  a  few  days.   But  I  think  the  thing  that  was,  on  the  drive  home, 
besides  everybody  driving  perfect,  I  couldn't  figure  out  where  all  the 
traffic  was.    I  realized  after  a  while  that  the  Bay  Bridge  had  collapsed. 
But  it  never  dawned  on  me  that  the  people,  basically  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
back  were  caught.    I,  because  I  kept  remarking  how  everybody  was  driving 
so  perfect,  and  that  there,  there  was  no  traffic.    It  never  dawned  on  me, 
not  once  did  we  ever  look  in  the  rearview  mirrors. 

PF:    I  was  just  going  to  ask  you  that,  if  you'd  ever  ... 

AS:    No,  never  did.    I  don't  know  why.   Just,  it  just  never  dawned  on  me  to 
look  back.    I  was  so  intent  on  my  driving  at  that  point,  you  were  just 
kind  of  in  a  shock.    I  just  couldn't  concentrate  enough  to  get  home  to  my 
kids  because  I  knew  they  were  home  alone.   Even  though  they're  a  good  age, 
there's  still  that  uncertainty.    I  was  just  concentrating  on  getting 
home.    It  never  dawned  on  me  to  look  behind,  to  realize  there  wasn't  that 
many  cars. 

PF:    When  you  said  your  car  was  bouncing  and  the  road  was  rolling  to  the  left 
and  right,  did  your  vehicle  ever  leave  the  roadway?  Did  it  ever  actually 
bounce  up  off  the  road  and  then  come  back  down? 

AS:    Probably,  I  really  don't  know.   I  just  know  it  felt,  it  felt  like  it  did. 
But  whether  or  not  it  actually  did,  I  don't  know.   I  mean,  it  just  wasn't 
like  a  little  bumping  that  you  feel.   It  was,  it  was  a  major  bump  that  you 
...  it  was  hard  to  control,  control  the  car  to,  even  though  you're  going 
such  a  slow  speed,  it  was  difficult  to  control  the  car. 

PF:    Did  you  manage  to  stay  in  your  lane,  or  ... 

AS:    Oh,  yeah.   I  stayed,  like  I  said,  I  stayed  in  my  lane  and  the  lady  ahead 
of  me. 

PF:    How  about  the  other  cars  around  you.   Did  they  manage  to  stay  in  the  lane, 
too,  or  were  some  of  them  swerving  back  and  forth? 
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AS:    I  don't  know.   I  was  just,  my  eyes  were  on  the  car  ahead  of  me.   I  don't 
think  so. 

PF:    Well,  I  think  that  should  just  about  do  it  with  the  questions.   Do  you 
have  anything  that  you'd  like  to  ask  me? 

AS:    No.   Not  that  I  can  think  of. 

PF:    Well,  excuse  me,  I  apologize  that  I  had  to,  that  you  had  to  be 

re-contacted  and  do  this  over  the  telephone.   But  I  really  do  appreciate 
your  time. 

AS:    Oh,  that's  no  problem. 

PF:    If  you  do  have  any  questions  or  anything  should  come  up  that  you  think  of, 
feel  free  to  call  us  at  the  phone  number  that  I  left  with  you  last  night. 

AS:  Terrific. 

PF:    All  right,  Ma'am.   Thank  you  very  much. 
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W-42,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on 

December  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1240  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:    Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
CS: 

RL:    Could  you  state  your  full  name  for  the  tape? 
CS:    Yes.   My  name  is 

RL:    If  you  would,  ,  could  you  describe  for  me  what  you  saw  on  the  day 

of  the  earthquake,  as  far  as  the  Cypress  Structure  is  concerned. 

CS:    Exactly.   I  was,  I'd  say  about  four  or  five  blocks  away.    I  was  stopped  at 
a  light.   When  the  earthquake  actually  hit,  I  thought  that  perhaps 
somebody  had  hit  the  vehicle  that  I  was  in.   But  then,  when  I  realized  the 
shaking  wasn't  stopping,  I  looked  ahead  and  I  saw  the  Cypress  structure  go 
up  about,  I  would  say  10  or  15  feet  up  in  the  air,  and  I  saw  a  few 
vehicles  fall  off  into  the  roadway.  At  that  particular  time,  I  got,  was 
trying  to  reach  the  dispatcher  on  the  Bay  Bridge.   There  was  no  radio 
communication  except  between  the  drivers.   One  of  our  drivers  came  back  on 
the  air  saying  that  a  section  of  the  Bay  Bridge  had  collapsed  also.  At 
that  point,  I  thought,  "Well,  this  is  definitely  the  big  one."  So,  I  ran 
up  towards  the  Cypress  structure.   By  that  time  there  was  a  lot  of  people 
milling  around.   Some  were  in  shock,  but  when  they  realized  the  full 
extent  of  the  damage,  people  were  trying  to  help  other  people  out.  I 
stayed  there  for  a  while.   By  that  time,  the  fire  department  had  arrived, 
some  local  police  agencies  had  arrived.   I  thought  that  I  would  probably 
be  better  off  if  I  went  back  to  the  dispatch  headquarters  because  we 
haven't  heard,  I  didn't  hear  any  contact  from  the  dispatcher  for  a  long 
time  and  I  thought,  "well  perhaps  they  might  have  been  injured 
themselves."   So,  it  was  at  that  point  that  I  decided  to  try  to  make  my 
way  back  around  the  wreckage  towards  the  Bay  Bridge.   That  took  about  45 
minutes  before  I  actually  made  it  back.   When  I  got  to  the  bridge,  there 
was  no  electricity,  no  running  water.   Everything  was  pretty  much  black. 
The  approaches  to  all  the  bridges  were  cracked.   Some  of  the  roadway  was 
just  up  in  the  air.    It  was  just  very  wavy.  When  I  finally  got  back,  we 
mobilized  a  few  other  tow  truck  drivers  and  we  closed  off  most  of  the 
approach  to  the  Bay  Bridge,  when  we  realized  the  extent  of  the  damage.  At 
that  point  it  was  just,  it  was  pretty  chaotic,  but  I  think  the  troops 
mobilized  pretty  good.   We,  we  did  the  very  best  that  we  could  under  the 
circumstances.   After  all  that,  the  immediate  concern  was  also  the 
family.   During  this  whole  time,  we  were  wondering  if  everybody  was  all 
right.   That  was  really  pretty  much  the  extent  of  it. 

RL:    What  street  were  you  on  when  you  say  you  were  about  four  or  five  blocks 
away  from  the  Cypress? 


CS:    I  was  on  West  Grant  heading  westbound. 
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RL:    How  long  would  you  say  it  took  for,  from  the  time  the  earthquake  started 
until  the  fire  department  or  police  arrived? 

CS:    Boy,  that  particular  site  it  seemed  like  within  minutes.   Had,  to  me  it 
seemed  like  about  5  or  10  minutes  and  then  they  were  there. 

RL:    How  long  did  it  take  you  to  get  from  where  you  were  at  at  the  stop  light 
to  the  Cypress  Structure? 

CS:    It  took  me  not  too  long.   It  took  me  a  few  minutes  to  reach  that  area. 

RL:    You  said  you  ran  up.   Did  you  mean  drive,  or  did  you  (inaudible). 

CS:    Yes,  I  drove  up,  yeah. 

RL:    Could  you  tell  what  the  traffic  was  like  on  the  Cypress  from  your 
position?  In  terms  of  either  light  or  moderate,  heavy. 

CS:    Actually,  the  traffic  all  over  that  particular  day  seemed  to  be  pretty 

light.   I  think  that's  probably  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  we  didn't  have 
any  more  fatalities.   It  seems  like  everybody  left  a  little  bit  early  to 
go  home  and  watch  the  World  Series.   From  where  I  was  at,  I  didn't  realize 
the  extent  of  damage  on  the  Cypress  Structure.   I  thought  it  was  just 
confined  to  that  one  particular  area.   I  had  no  realization  that  it  was 
over  a  mile  long.    I  didn't  realize  the  devastation  that  had  really  taken 
place  there. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure? 

CS:    What  I,  the  part  that  I  witnessed,  I  saw,  I  didn't  actually  see  the  two 
portions  collapse  together.   What  I  saw  was  the  section  that  actually  go 
up  in  the  air  and  a  few  cars  actually  fall  down  to  the  roadway. 

RL:    Just  to  clarify,  the  part  that  you  did  see  was  just  directly  in  front  of 
you? 

CS:    Yes,  uh-huh. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  falling? 

CS:    I  guess  it  was  just  when  I  actually  saw  it,  the  cars  physically  fall  off 
the,  the  roadway  on  top. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  cars  for  me  that  fell  off? 

CS:    Not  really.   I  was  too  far  away  to  really  get  a  good  look  at  what  those 
cars  were. 

RL:    How  about  any  color? 

CS:    Not  even  the  color,  no. 

RL:    I  have  nothing  further  to  add  unless  you'd  like  to  talk  about  something. 
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CS:    No,  I  think  that's  pretty  much  it  really. 

RL:    This  interview  will  be  concluded  at  1246  hours. 
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W-43,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  20,  1989,  at  approximately  1000  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  the  Oakland  CHP  Office.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
JS: 


SM:    Just  want  to  go  ahead  a  tell  me  what  happened? 

JS:    Well,  I  had  just  left  the  San  Leandro  Post  Office,  pulling  a  40  foot 
trailer- van  little  parcel  post,  heading  for  the  Richmond  BMC.   As  I 
entered  the  Cypress  Structure  there,  right  between  Coca-Cola  and 
Carnation,  I  felt  this  jolt  and  I  thought  someone  had  hit  me  from  the 
rear.   Then,  the  whole  truck-trailer  just  started  swaying  and  looked  like 
it  was  just  buckling  and  everything  like  that.   Lets  see,  the  truck  in 
front  of  me  stopped  and  I  stopped.   Then,  as  we  stopped,  the  upper  deck 
started  coming  down  in  front  and  came  down  in  front  of  the  traffic  that 
was  in  front  of  me.   Then,  the  car  on  my  right,  looked  like  a  Volvo,  and 
it  hit  the  part  that  had  fell  and  bounced  upon  top  of  it.   Then,  I  saw  the 
driver  out  of  the  truck,  he  got  out.   He  was  all  bloody  and  everything  and 
he  laid  on  the  ground.   At  that  time,  I  got  out  and  I  ...  and  then  I  went 
to  the  sides  and  I  seen  some  people  down  there  asking  for  them  to  call  for 
help.   'We  need  some  help  up  here."  Then,  the  next  thing  I  wanted  to  do 
was  to  get  down.   So,  I  tried  to  get  the  people  that  were  behind  me,  the 
cars  behind  me,  to  back  up  and  so  they  were  able  to  back  up  enough  where  I 
could  make  a  U-turn  up  there  and  come  down  to  the  14th  Street  on-ramp. 
After  I  got  down  on  the  ground,  I  started  to  try  to  go  up  Cypress  and  I 
see  all  the  debris  and  everything  was  down  and  I  couldn't  get  through  that 
way.   So,  I  went  over,  I  headed  over  toward  the  16th  Street  Amtrack 
Station.   I  headed  in  that  direction.   Then,  I  noticed  all  the  buildings 
there  with  bricks  and  glass  all  on  the  streets.   Then,  as  I  was  going  up 
Pine  Street,  I  look  back  over  toward  the  structure  and  I  seen  all  the 
sections  of  it  fall  down.   Then,  I  really  know  what  had  happened  then. 

SM:    I  have  an  overhead  photo  of  the  structure  itself.   So,  you  must  have  been 
a  little  past  14th  Street? 


JS:    Yes,  14th. 


SM:    Maybe  you  can  pinpoint  about  where  you  were  on  the  ...  here's  the  14th 
Street  on-ramp. 

JS:    When  it  started  shaking,  I  was  about  here.   When  we  come  to  a  stop,  I  was 
about  right  here. 

SM:    So,  you  were  right  between  16th  and  18th  when  you  first  felt  it? 


JS:  Yeah. 
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SM:    Right  around  16th  Street? 

JS:    Yeah.  When  it  started  shaking.   By  the  time  we  stopped,  because  the  other 
truck  was  right  in  front  of  me  and  it  came  down  on  him.   The  car  that 
right  beside  of  him  hit  it  and  went  upon  it. 

SM:  Then,  you  turned  around,  made  a  U-turn  and  came  down  this  on-ramp? 

JS:  Yeah,  I  was  able  to  back  up  and  come  down  this  ramp  here. 

SM:  Came  down  the  14th  Street  on-ramp? 

JS:  Yeah. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  driving  in? 

JS:  I  was  in  the  third  lane. 

SM:  How  about  how  far  ahead  would  you  say  that  truck  was?  That  was  the 
Mayflower  Moving  truck? 

JS:  Right. 

SM:    About  how  far  ahead  was  that? 

JS:    I  was  right  behind  him  so  it  wasn't  more  than  about  500  yards  or  something 
like  that. 

SM:    Same  lane? 

JS:    Yeah,  same  lane. 

SM:    How  fast  was  traffic  moving? 

JS:    Oh,  I  guess  we  were  doing  about  45,  50.   About  50,  then  when  it  started 
shaking,  everybody  start  slowing  down.  When  I  started  slowing  down,  like 
I  said,  I  thought  somebody  had  hit  me  or  something.   I  felt  this  big  jolt 
and  then  it  looked  like  the  whole  truck  started  shaking,  like  it  was 
rolling  from  side  to  side  and  bouncing  up  and  down  at  the  same  time. 

SM:    So,  it  was  a  rolling  and  a  vibrating  motion? 

JS:  Yes. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  looking  at  the  pavement  at  the  time  or  looking  out  your 
windshield  or  seeing  ... 

JS:    I  looked  back  through  my  mirror  to  see  if  anything  behind  me  had  hit  me. 
I  didn't  see  anyone  hit  me  so  then  I  focused  on  what  was  in  front  of  me. 
Then,  I  see  this  other  truck  stopping  and  I  stop.  Then,  as  we  stopped, 
that's  when  the  upper  deck  started  coming  down. 

SM:    Did  it  feel  like  ...  after  you  determined  there  wasn't  anybody  behind  you 
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that  hit  you,  did  you  then  have  an  indication  that  it  was  an  earthquake  or 
did  it  ... 

JS:    I  really  didn't  know  that  it  was  an  earthquake  until  I  got  down  on  the 
ground. 

SM:    So,  even  after  that  piece  fell  down  on  the  truck  in  front,  you  just  ... 

JS:    I  didn't  think  it  was  an  earthquake,  no. 

SM:    How  was  traffic  ...  do  you  drive  this  route  very  often? 

JS:  Everyday. 

SM:    How  was  traffic  on  that  day  compared  to  other  days? 

JS:    It  was  a  little  lighter  that  day  than  usual.   Usually  pretty  heavy  in 
there. 

SM:    How  large  of  a  piece  came  down?  Was  it  a  whole  big  section? 

JS:    That  whole  upper  deck  section  just  came  down,  covered  all  four  lanes. 

SM:    All  at  once? 

JS:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  you  have  any  indication  before  ...  did  loose  pieces  start  falling  or 
did  the  pillars  come  falling  in  or  just  a  whole  big  section  just  came 
down? 

JS:    A  whole  big  section  just  came  right  down,  and  all.  the  dust  from  the 
concrete  was  . . . 

SM:    But  the  guy  from  the  moving  truck  got  out? 

JS:  He  got  out  and  then  I  think  he's  all  bloody.  At  first  he  laid  down  on  the 
ground,  then  he  got  up  and  he  went  and  laid  down  on  the  structure  that  had 
fell.  Then,  there  was  another  guy,  I  don't  know  if  he  was  in  the  truck  or 
he  was  in  the  car,  he  got  out  and  they  were  both  laying  there. 

SM:    You  mean,  you  don't  know  whether  that  guy  came  out  of  the  Volvo  or  not? 

JS:    Or  the  truck  but  he  came  out  from  that  side  between  the  two.   That's  when 
I  saw  him. 

SM:    I  want  to  cover  all  my  questions  here  that  I  need  to  ask  you.   When  you 
first  felt  the  rolling  motion  or  the  vibrating,  you  slowed  down? 

JS:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  you  come  completely  to  a  stop? 
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JS:    Yes.  The  truck  in  front  of  me  stopped  and  I  stopped. 

SM:    Then,  it  was  after  the  truck  in  front  of  you  stopped,  that  the  piece  fell 
down  on  top  of  it? 

JS:  Yes. 

SM:    How  about  the  Volvo?  He  must  have  been  in  the  slow  lane,  the  number  four 
lane? 

JS:    Number  four  lane. 

SM:    In  front  of  you,  a  little  in  front  of  you  or  just  even? 

JS:    He  was  even  with  me  at  the  time,  but  as  we  stopped  he  just  went  on  up  and 
that's  when  it  fell . 

SM:  Kept  going? 

JS:  Yeah. 

SM:  Any  other  cars  that  you  can  remember  around  you?  Any  cars  behind  me? 

JS:  All  other  cars  were  behind  me. 

SM:  Did  you  notice  any  crashes  or  collisions  behind  you  of  those  cars? 

JS:    No.   Because,  you  see,  they  were  all  able  to  back  up  so  that  I  could  get 
down. 

SM:    So,  you  didn't  see  anybody  in  a  crash  behind  you  that  you're  aware  of  and 
nobody  injured? 

JS:    No.   As  I  was  backing  up,  I  mean,  when  I  was  trying  to  tell  everybody  to 
back  up,  they  were  asking  was  anybody  hurt  back  there. 

SM:    Prior  to  any  of  this  happening,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  do  you 
take  any  prescription  medication? 

JS:  No. 

SM:  How  about  vision  restrictions?  Do  you  wear  your  glasses  when  you  drive? 

JS:  Yes. 

SM:  You  had  those  on  at  the  time? 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  fairly  good  health. 

JS:  Yes. 

SM:  Terrific.   That's  just  about  it.  When  you  yelled  over  the  edge  of  the 
freeway,  did  people  come  up  right  away? 
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JS:    They  were  standing  there.   They  said  that,  one  of  the  ladies  that  was 
there  she  said  that  she  had  already  called. 

SM:    Did  you  see  anybody  before  you  left  ...  did  you  see  anybody  climb  up  to 
that  bottom  deck? 

JS:    No,  not  that  section,  no. 

SM:    No  ladders,  or  you  didn't  see  any  containers,  forklifts,  anything  like 
that? 

JS:  No. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  seeing  anybody  that  you  would  classify  as  a  hero,  anybody 
that  came  and  rescued  people  right  away? 

JS:  Not  in  that  area  where  I  was. 

SM:  'Cause  everybody  was  able  to  turn  around  and  get  off? 

JS:  Yes,  except  for  the  Mayflower  and  the  guy  in  the  Volvo. 

SM:  At  this  point  we're  terminating  the  interview. 
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W-44,  j  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Pam  Franz,  #10735,  on 

December  5,  1989,  at  approximately  1550  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PK:    Investigator  Pam  Franz,  CHP 
JS: 

PK:    Can  you  tell  me  your  name,  sir? 
JS: 

PK:    Can  you  spell  the  last? 
JS: 

PK:    Great,  and  your  driver's  license  number? 
JS:    The  number 

PK:    Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  on  the  day  of  October  17th? 

JS:    Yes.    I  was  heading  westbound  from  the  Oakland  area,  heading  back  towards 
the  Bay  Bridge  on  880,  coming  from  the  Alameda  area.   As  I  was  just 
entering  the  turn  before  you  come  under  the  Cypress  Structure,  just  where 
it  double  decks  heading  towards  the  Bay  Bridge.   Didn't  know  at  that  time 
what  it  was,  but  felt  like  I  had  flat  tires.   The  car  swerved  left  and 
right  and  I  was  trying  to  maintain  control.   There  was  a  car,  I  was  in  the 
middle  lane  probably  going  about  55  miles  an  hour,  there  was  a  car  in  the 
right  lane,  just  a  little  ahead  of  me,  and  as  I  was  swerving,  trying  to 
stay  roughly  in  my  same  lane,  even  though  I  wasn't  doing  that.   I  was 
swerving  back  and  forth,  trying  to  avoid  the  car  an  the  cement  barrier  as 
you  go  around  the  corner.   At  that  point  I,  I  maintained  control  of  the 
car  and  I  looked  in  the  mirror,  thinking  the  flat  tires  and  swerving  all 
over  the  road,  that  I  was  going  to  get  hit  from  behind.   As  I  looked  in  my 
mirror,  there  were  cars,  I  could  see  cars  behind  me  doing  the  same  thing, 
going  all  over  the  road,  and  swerving  and  trying  to  miss  each  other  and 
basically  coasting  to  stops  in  various  spots.   As  I  looked  back,  down  off 
the  rearview  mirror,  back  to  the  front  of  me,  is  when  I  had  come  around 
the  corner  and  was  underneath  the  Cypress  Structure,  the  area  in  front  of 
me  had  begun  to  collapse  and  probably  was  half  way  down,  or  two  thirds  of 
the  way  falling. 

PK:    How  often  do  you  go  that  way? 

JS:    Well,  it  kind  of  varies.    I'm  a  salesman  so  I'm  in  and  out  of  the  Bay  Area 
a  lot.   Most  of  the  time  I  don't  travel  that  road  in  the  afternoon.  I 
normally,  sometimes,  come  in  that  way  and  I  go  home  680,  so  I'm  not  ...  it 
just  really  varies.    I'm  all  over  the  Bay  Area  so  ... 

PK:    I  bet  you  don't  go  that  way  any  more. 
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JS:    Not  real  regularly. 

PK:    What  direction  were  you  travelling? 

JS:    I  was  heading  westbound  towards  San  Francisco. 

PK:    Do  you  remember  how  heavy  traffic  was? 

JS:    Traffic  was,  I  wouldn't  say  crowded,  everybody  was  travelling  between  50 
and  60  miles  an  hour.   You  were  spread  out.   There  were  cars  on  the  road 
but  it  wasn't  ...  it  definitely  wasn't  what  ...  bumper  to  bumper  where  it 
could  stop  up  like  it  usually  does,  back  from  the  other  end.   I'd  say  from 
within  my  immediate  area  of  50  feet  in  front  of  me  and  50  feet  behind  me, 
there  were  10  to  15  cars. 

PK:    That's  a  good  description. 

JS:  Spread  out  but  everybody  going  the  speed  limit  basically.  No  stop  and  go. 
PK:    Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in? 

JS:    I  was  in  the  second  from  the  slowest.   I  don't  know,  I  don't  recall  if 
that's  three  or  four  lanes  wide  there,  but  I  was  in  the  second  lane  over 
from  the  slow  lane,  the  right-hand  lane. 

PK:    How  fast  were  you  travelling? 

JS:    Approximately  55. 

PK:    You  said  that  was  about  the  slow  traffic  was  about  55,  60? 

JS:    Right,  somewhere  in  there.   As  you  go  around  the  corner,  you  slow  down  a 
little  bit  there,  but  I  mean  everybody  was  going  the  speed  limit. 

PK:    Was  there  anyone  with  you  in  your  car? 

JS:    No.   I  was  by  myself. 

PK:    Your  car  wasn't  damaged  in  any  way? 

JS:  No. 

PK:    Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began?  Do  you  remember  any  cross 
streets?  Or  landmarks? 

JS:    Really,  yeah,  the  landmark  I  remember  is  I  think  there  is  a  Coca-Cola 
Plant  right  below  that  corner  of  the  freeway  'cause  whenever  you  go  by 
there,  you  can  only  smell  the  Coca-Cola  Plant.   So,  I  was  right,  just 
about  out  of  the  corner  going  into  the  double  deck  section  on  880. 

PK:    You  explained  to  me  a  little  bit,  how  your  car  was  going.   Do  you  remember 
anything  about  the  other  cars  that  were  around  you?  You  said  you  had 
glanced  in  your  rearview  mirror.   Could  you  see  what  was  happening  with 
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the  other  vehicles? 

JS:    Yeah,  the  car  that  was  a  little  bit  in  front  of  me,  in  the  slow  lane,  was 
doing  the  same  type  of  thing.   He  was  over  in  my  lane  then  back  in  his  and 
myself  likewise.    I  was  trying  to  avoid  hitting  the  left  hand  corner  of 
his  car,  and  that  was  really  the  main  car  that  was  right  around  me,  that  I 
was  concerned  about  not  running  into  them. 

PK:    Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  it  was? 

JS:    I  think  it  was  a  ...  I  want  to  say  like  a  Toyota  Corolla,  a  4-door, 

small, and  kind  of  yellowish  and  not  a  new  model.    I'd  say  maybe  '80  or, 
'82  or  '83,  something  like  that.   Then,  behind  me  there  were,  as  I  looked 
up  in  the  mirror  and  I  ...  what  I  really  saw  is  all  these  cars  kind  of 
fender  benders,  couple  hitting  each  other  and  kind  of  fender  benders  type 
situation.   Some  of  them  stopping  and  a  couple  of  them  kind  of  squeezing 
through  the  traffic  that  had  kind  of  ...  a  little  barrier  that  had  been 
made  there  by  everybody  swerving  and  slowing  down.   Kind  of  seeing  one  or 
two  trickle  through  in  the  mirror. 

PK:    That  must  have  been  incredible.   What  was  the  first  indication  that 
something  was  wrong? 

JS:    Well,  my,  as  I  said,  my  first  indication  was  I  thought  I  had  two  flat 
tires  on  the  front  end.   Mine  is  a  company  car,  front-wheel  drive,  and  I 
was  all  over  the  road.   So,  my  first  thing  was  that  I  had  flat  tires  and  I 
was  just  trying  to  maintain  my  car  from  spinning  out,  hitting  something 
else.    I  didn't  realize  what  was  going  on.    I  don't  know  that  I  ever 
slammed  on  the  brakes.   I  think  I  just  let  up  off  the  gas,  grabbed  the 
wheel  with  both  hands,  and  tried  to  maintain  control,  get  it  back  under 
control.   As  I  came  around  the  corner,  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  really  hit 
the  brakes,  I  think  I  was  still  coasting,  and  then  I  could  see  as  the 
freeway  started  to  go  down.    I  think,  I  still  didn't  know  there  was  an 
earthquake  at  that  point.    I  thought  the  freeway  was  just  collapsing  and 
that,  I  realized  I  didn't  have  flat  tires,  but  that  it  was  the  road  that 
was  shaking.   Again,  I  didn't  know  that  it  was  an  earthquake.   I  thought 
it  was  the  freeway  just  collapsing  and  shaking  the  whole  road.   Then,  I'd 
say  maybe  a  minute  later,  I  was  listening  to  the  radio.  That's  when  it 
came  on  the  radio. 

PK:    You  say  that  you  saw  the  structure  shaking.   Is  that  when  you  first 

realized  that  ...  was  it  right  then  that  you  saw  it  falling,  or  is  that 
just  what  you  thought  that  it  was  going  to  fall? 

JS:    No,  it  was  like  the,  it  looked  to  me  like  a  bomb  almost  from  the 

standpoint  of  the  dust  and  the  cement  flying  out.   I  guess  you  could  say, 
I  don't  know  what  a  bomb  looks  like  in  terms  other  than  I've  seen  in  the 
movies,  but  kind  of  the  mushroom  type  thing.   It  wasn't  really  a  perfect 
spiral  mushroom  but  it  was  just  a  dust  cloud  kind  of,  all  underneath. 
There  was  cement  flying  out,  you  could  see  kind  of  the  columns,  not 
splitting  out,  but  just  cement  flying  out  and  dust  and  dirt  and  whatever 
else  that  was  kind  of  real  dusty  kind  of. 
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PK:   Was  this  in  front  of  you  that  you  noticed  this? 

JS:    Yeah,  this  is,  as  I  came  around  the  corner  I  looked  down  off  the  mirror, 
then  it  was  right  in  front  of  me,  that  thing  was.  That's  why  I  say,  I 
think  it  was  already  cracked  and  falling,  and  I  saw  the  movement  of  it 
coming  down  and  the  dust  and  the  cement  flying. 

PK:    When  you  say  that  the  road  was  shaking,  did  you  notice  any  wave  like 
motions,  or  a  rolling,  or  just  shaking  is  all  you  remember? 

JS:    I  kind  of  remember,  as  I  was  sitting,  as  I  pulled  up  to  it,  of  where  it 
had  fallen.   I  coasted  up  to  it,  but  again  I  think  kind  of  in  shock,  not 
really  slamming  on  the  brakes  or  anything,  but  just  kind  of  rolling  slowly 
at  that  point.   It  felt  to  me  more  like  you  could  feel  it  rolling,  and 
then  kind  of  a  shock  every  once  in  a  while,  but  more  of  a  rolling  motion. 

PK:    In  which  direction  was  that  would  you  say? 

JS:    Well,  I  saw  it  kind  of  off  on  my  left  hand  side  so  I  don't  know  if  it  was 
coming  from  behind  me  or  coming,  because  the  road  was  down  in  front  of  me 
by  then.   So,  I  couldn't  see  any  flow,  the  buckling  in  front  of  me  at  that 
point.   It  was  kind  of  more  on  my  side  that  I  could  see  it.   So,  I  don't 
know  what  direction  it  would  have  been  coming  from  other  than  my  left  hand 
side  is  the  west  side  towards  the  Bay. 

PK:    When  you  came  to  a  stop,  obviously,  when  this  was  all  happening  you 
stopped  your  car,  what  did  the  other  cars  do  that  were  around  you? 

JS:    Well,  we  were  at  the  ...  we  were  right  at  the  edge,  there's  an  on-ramp 
that  comes  on  right  in  the  middle  of  the  Cypress  Structure.   I  don't  know 
what  the  name  of  it  is,  but  there's  an  on-ramp  that  comes  on  in  the 
right-hand  lane  about  half  way  through.   I  think. I  rolled  up  just  up  past 
that,  and  there  was  a  truck  driver  kind  of  running  or,  running  back 
towards  our  cars  at  that  point.  The  cars  that  kind  of  came  through  and 
went  under  the  Cypress  Structure.   Like  I  said,  there  was  kind  of  a  wall 
almost  where  people  stopped  and  didn't  come  in.   It  was  almost  like  you 
were  in  a  tunnel  and  maybe  ten  or  fifteen  cars  maximum  came  in  the  part 
that  hadn't  collapsed  yet.   They  ended  up  going  right  down  that  on-ramp. 

PK:    So,  that's  what  you  did  also? 

JS:    Yeah,  I  would  say,  I  kind  of  pulled  up  and  turned  sideways  and  blocked  the 
road  a  little  bit.  This  guy  was  kind  of  moving  traffic  to  the  right, 
motioning  people  to  go  over  and  that  type  of  thing.   I  remember  seeing  if 
he  was  OK.     By  that  time,  everybody  else  had  pretty  much  made  a  right 
turn  and  gone  down  the  on-ramp  and  there  was  only  one  other  car,  I  think, 
that  I  went  in  front  of  and  then  he  followed  me  down. 

PK:    Was  there  anyone  in  your  immediate  area  that  you  noticed  that  the  vehicles 
had  been  damaged  or  anyone  had  been  injured? 

JS:    Well,  as  I  rolled  up  to  the  portion  that  had  collapsed  there  and  I 
stopped,  I  could  see  the  upper  lanes  that  were  going  in  the  other 


CLIFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS 


direction.   You  could  see  the  upper  lanes,  and  you  could  see  cars.   I  saw 
a  car  up  on  the  upper  deck  and  the  person  out  of  it  kind  of  rolling  around 
with  the  door  left  open.   You  couldn't  get  to  those  people,  because  of  the 
wall  of  cement.   There,  however  thick  it  was,  my  first  thought  was  to  pull 
up  to  see  if  you  could  help  but  you  couldn't  get  to  the  upper  deck  from 
there.   That's  kind  of  when  I  realized,  I'm  still  40  feet  up  and  the  part 
that  hasn't  collapsed  is  still  right  above  my  head. 

PK:    That's  right,  and  it's  time  to  get  off. 

JS:    Time  to  get  out.   There  was  another  car  that,  it  kind  of  came  down  in  the 
back  of  a  semi -truck  I  think.   It  looked  to  me  like  it  kind  of  swallowed 
up  like  a  semi -truck  in  front  of  me.   Then,  there  was  another  truck  that 
hit  the  back  of  it. 

PK:    This  was  directly  in  front  of  you? 

JS:    Yeah,  same  lane  type  of  thing  that  I  was  in,  but  in  front  of  me.  The 

second  truck  driver  is  the  guy  that  got  out,  and  was  kind  of  running  away 
from  that  or  jogging,  he  wasn't  really  sprinting,  he  was  kind  of  walking 
back  towards  the  traffic,  trying  to  get  people  to  slow  down  and  move 
over.   Then,  there  was  a  car  in  the  very  slow  lane  that  looked  like  it  had 
rammed  into  or  hit,  of  got  hit  by  the  thing  falling  right  at  the 
beginning. 

PK:    When  you  got  out  of  your  car,  do  you  remember  where  you  were?  How  far 
from  where  you  noticed  the  structure  collapse? 

JS:    The  first  time  I  got  out  of  my  car? 

PK:    Um-hum,  right  where  your  car  came  to  a  rest. 

JS:  Well,  I  didn't  get  out  of  my  car  on  the  structure.  I  rolled  the  window 
down  before  I  went  down  the  on-ramp,  to  see.  So,  I  never  got  out  of  my 
car. 

PK:    Well,  how  about  just  where  you  first  came  to  rest. 
JS:    What's  the  question? 

PK:    How  far  were  you  from  the  structure,  where  it  collapsed? 

JS:    Maybe  50  yards  back,  I  don't  know,  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  feet  maybe 
max.   Almost  like  we  rolled  up  past  the  on-ramp  and  then  where  it 
collapsed  then  we  had  to  turn  around  and  go  back  down  the  on-ramp.   So,  we 
were  between  the  on-ramp  and  where  it  collapsed,  which  I  would  say,  a 
couple  hundred  feet  so,  within  that  boundary  somewhere. 

PK:    A  couple  more  questions  and  we're  almost  done.   Let's  see  you  already  told 
me  all  the  other  cars  had  gone  up  the  on-ramp,  and  nobody  appeared  to  be 
Injured? 
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JS:    No,  nobody  had  any  damage  I  could  see  in  their  cars.   I  mean  nothing  had 
fallen  back  in  the  part  that  we  had  come  through. 

PK:    I've  already  asked  you  this  ...  what  was  the  first  indication  that  the 
freeway  structure  was  failing,  and  you  said  you  were  looking  in  front  of 
you.   The  first  time  that  you  mentioned  that  you  had  looked  in  your 
rearview  mirror  and  you  noticed  that  the  top  deck  had  fallen  onto  a  lower 
deck. 

JS:    No,  I  looked  down  off  my  rearview  mirror.   I  was  looking  in  my  mirror 
behind  me  so  that  I  wouldn't  get  hit  from  behind  and  I  wasn't  looking  at 
the  top  deck  from  my  mirror,  but  when  I  looked  down  off  my  rearview  mirror 
back  in  front  of  me. 

PK:    Let  me  just  write  that  in.  That's  why  it's  nice  to  have  these  taped 
interviews  then  you  can  go  back  and  ... 

JS:    Well,  I  can  remember  when  I  drove  down  the  on-ramp,  I  made  a  right-hand 
turn,  'cause  there's  that  road  that  kind  of  parallels  the  freeway  and  I 
got  off  the  freeway,  made  a  right  and  headed  back  west  again.  You  could 
only  go  a  half  a  block,  and  then  it  was  just  total  debris  down  below.  You 
could  see  big  hunks  of  concrete  sitting  on  the  side  and  hit  cars 
underneath,  that  type  of  thing.   It  was  impassable.    I  was  just  trying  to 
find  my  way  back  out  to  San  Pablo  Avenue,  or  some  alternate  route.  I 
stopped  at  a  couple  ...  interesting,  I  had  gone  a  half  a  block  and  I 
didn't  realize  this  until  like  two  days  later,  that  I  went  a  half  a  block 
and  you  couldn't  go  any  further.  You  had  to  ...  left  or  right,  and  I  went 
left  and  I  went  underneath  the  part  that  was  still  standing.  Then,  went 
back  a  couple  more  blocks  and  made  another  left  and  went  under  it  again  to 
get  back  out  to  San  Pablo  Avenue.   I  wasn't  thinking. 

PK:    Never  again  ...  it  definitely  wasn't  your  time  yet.   Just  30  seconds  or  15 
seconds  more. 

JS:    How  ever  long  it  takes  to  go  a  couple  hundred  yards  at  50. 
PK:    Two  seconds  more. 
JS:    Yeah,  whatever. 

PK:    Yeah,  that's  incredible.   You  have  a  story  to  tell  for  a  long  time.  All 
right,  sir,  well,  do  you  have  any  questions? 

JS:  No,  just,  if  I  can  be  of  help,  that's  fine. 

PK:  I  have  your  home  phone  number  as  area  code 

JS:  That's  correct. 

PK:  This  will  conclude  the  interview.  Thank  you  very  much. 
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W-45,  ,  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1303  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  by 
phone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript 
of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:    Paul  Wong,  CHP 
ES: 


PW 

ES 
PW 
ES 

PW 
ES 
PW 
ES 
PW 
ES 
PW 
ES 
PW 


Could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name,  ma'am. 
My  name  i 

Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 

Yes.  Is  this  a  good  connection  before  you  go  too  far  because  I  have  a  lot 
of  people  call  me  and  complain  about  this  telephone? 

Well  ... 

If  you  want  I  can  go  to  another  phone. 

No,  you  sound  pretty  clear.   What  is  your  current  address  right  now? 
Your  home  telephone  number  is? 
Your  date  of  birth? 


To  bring  you  back  to  October  17,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  where  were  you 
approximately  just  before  the  quake  struck? 


ES:  Well,  I  was  driving  on  Highway  880.  I  was  heading,  well  I  call  it  north 
but  I  understand  that  there  is  different  directions,  I  was  heading  to  go 
home  to  Sonoma  County. 

PW:    You  were  in  ... 

ES:    I  was  in  Oakland. 

PW:    Where  did  you  come  on  the  freeway  from? 

ES:    I  got  on  the  freeway,  oh  gee,  I  never  paid  attention  to  the  name  of  the 
street,  but  I  work  at  Coast  Guard  Island.   I  normally  exit  on  Embarcadero 
but  I  entered  on  the  next  street.    I  normally  enter  it  from  the  next 
street.   It's  downtown  Oakland,  you  go  down  to  that  street  by  the  bridge 
going  to  Alameda.    Instead  of  going  to  the  bridge  to  Alameda,  you  make  a 
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left.   I'm  not  sure  what  that  entrance  is  called. 

PW:    Is  that  around  Jackson  Street  or  something  like  that? 

ES:    You  got  me,  I'd  have  to  pull  out  a  map.    I  drive  it  everyday  but  I  don't 
pay  attention. 

PW:    You  were  travelling  in  the  northbound  direction  towards  Sonoma? 
ES:  Right. 

PW:   Was  the  double  structure  still  in  front  of  you,  or  you  were  underneath  it 
at  that  time? 

ES:    It  was  still  in  front  of  me  when  it  started  to  shake.   I  thought  I  had 
something  wrong  with  the  car.   So,  I  stopped  it,  and  got  out  and  took  and 
look  at  it,  and  then  I  continued  to  drive. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in? 

ES:    Gosh,  I  told  the  man  the  first  time  I  called  ... 

PW:    I  have  it  down  here  as  the  number  three  lane.  The  lane  next  to  the  ... 

ES:    That's  probably  right.   I'm  not  a  speed  demon  so  ...  it  was  either  the 

third  or  fourth  lane.   I  definitely  pulled  over  to  the  side  when  I  thought 
there  was  something  wrong  with  the  car,  but  I  and  a  group  of  other  people 
pulled  over  at  that  point. 

PW:   Do  you  recall  how  fast  you  and  traffic  were  moving? 

ES:   Traffic  was  moving  very  well.   It  was  very  light  traffic  that  day.   I  was 
really  surprised,  'cause  I  knew  I  was  leaving  at  a  time  that  normally 
wouldn't  have  been  the  right  time  to  leave  work,  but  I  just  didn't  want  to 
stay  extra  late.   I  was  staying  late  as  it  was.  But  normally,  at  that 
time  of  the  day,  where  I  would  get  on  the  highway,  it's  usually  bumper  to 
bumper  and  you  have  to  really  try  hard  to  even  pull  on.   I'm  not  saying  it 
was  like  a  Sunday  afternoon  but  it  wasn't  like  your  normal  rush  hour  time. 

PW:    Was  everybody  travelling  about  the  speed  limit? 

ES:    Everybody  was  travelling  at  the  top  speed  limit.   People  were  passing  me 
but  I  was  driving  55. 

PW:    You  were  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle? 

ES:  Yes. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  approximately  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

ES:    Oh  yeah,  it  was  right  before  the  exit  to  24  because  when  I  pulled  over, 
the  exit  to  24  was  right  there. 
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PW:    Exit  to  Highway  24,  you're  referring  to  State  Route  980? 

ES:    Yeah,  I  think  that's  what  it  is.    It's  the  one  you  take  now  to  avoid  880. 

PW:    Which  connects  880  to  24? 

ES:    Yeah,  it's  the  one  that's  marked,  it  says  Walnut  Creek. 
PW:    That's  Interstate,  well,  that's  Route  980. 
ES:  Yeah. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  that  were  in  front  of  you,  or  near  you  at 
that  time? 

ES:    Oh  yeah,  there  was  a  fancy  white  Volvo. 
PW:    That  was  in  front  of  you? 

ES:    Yeah,  he  pulled  over  and  stopped  too,  but  he  continued  on  toward  Walnut 
Creek.   Then,  I  went  on,  dumb  me,  I  went  on  and  continued  to  get  the 
double  decker  part. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

ES:    With  the  highway? 

PW:    With  the  highway,  or  even  with  your  car,  or  something  like  that? 

ES:    Oh,  with  the  car  ...  it  was  like  it  was  out  of  control,  but  I  came  from 
the  midwest  before  I  moved  here  not  too  long  ago.   It  gave  me  the  feeling 
like  when  you're  driving  on  ice  and  your  car  goes  out  of  control,  but  I 
had  to  think  for  a  minute,  my  impulse  is  to  just  steer  out  of  the  skid.  I 
thought  it  was  skidding  a  little. 

PW:    Were  you  skidding  to  the  right  or  to  the  left?  Do  you  remember? 

ES:    Both  directions.   That  was  the  thing  that  really  fooled  me.   I  thought,  oh 
I  had  my  mind  preoccupied  with  somebody  who  I  was  in  the  process  of 
firing.    I  thought  what  have  I  done  to  the  car.   Maybe  I  had  turned  the 
steering  wheel,  not  paying  attention. 

PW:    What  did  you  think  was  wrong  at  that  point  then? 

ES:    Well,  in  all  honesty,  I  thought  the  lady  I  fired  had  done  something  to  my 
car  then.    I'm  not  kidding.   Because  it  was  worse  than  a  flat  tire.  Then, 
I  thought,  it  was  a  flat  tire  but  then  I  knew  it  wasn't  a  flat  tire.  But 
what  was  fooling  me  is,  when  I  tried  to  right  the  car  out  of  a  skid  to  one 
direction,  it  went  the  other  way  ...  and  it  kept  going  and  I  know  I  was 
alert  enough  to  keep  steering  the  car  because  I  didn't  wildly  crash  into 
anybody  else,  but  I  was  going  ...  it  was  like,  imagine  a  car  jumping  up 
and  down  at  the  same  time  going  both  directions.    It  was  not  like  a  car 
would  ever  act  under  ice  or  anything.    I  thought,  I  bet  she  undid  my  axle 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic-zag 


right  down  the  middle.  That's  what  I  thought.   I  went,  "oh  gee",  and  then 
when  I  saw  other  people  pulling  over,  I  thought,  "we  all  got  flat  tires. M 
'Cause  that's  the  only  thing  I  could  think  if  a  whole  bunch  of  cars  could 
have,  and  I'm  not  from  here  so  my  first  thought  was  definitely  not 
earthquake. 

PW:    What  did  you  do  right  after  that,  when  you  felt  that  something  was  not 
right  and  you  felt  that  your  car  had  a  flat  tire? 

ES:  First,  I  stopped  and  looked  at  it. 

PW:  Where  did  you  stop? 

ES:  Right  by  that  exit.   Then,  I  kept  going. 

PW:  You  checked  it  then  kept  on  going? 

ES:  Yes. 

PW:  Did  you  feel  anything  else,  once  you  got  out  of  the  vehicle? 

ES:    Yeah,  I  felt  like  the  road  was  awfully  bumpy  to  me,  but  I  didn't  know  if 
it  was  my  imagination,  or  what  cause  I  still  didn't  know  what  had 
happened. 

PW:    At  what  point  did  you  realize  that  there  was  an  earthquake? 

ES:    After  I  got  on  the  Cypress  Structure,  because  I  had  the  ball  game  turned 
on.   I  was  going  to  listen  to  the  ball  game  going  home  and  that's  when  the 
announcer  started  to  say  we've  had  an  earthquake. 

PW:    Did  you  still  feel  the  earthquake  at  that  point? 

ES:    No,  I  felt  it  when  I  kept  ...  it's  so  hard  to  say.   I  felt  like  the  road 
was  very  bumpy  after  I  started  driving  and  I  thought  ... 

PW:    After  you  stopped  and  continued  to  drive? 

ES:    Yeah,  I  felt  like  the  road  was  awfully  bumpy  and  I  thought,  "gee  what  have 
they  done  to  this  road?"   I  thought,  boy  that  road  must  have  been  in 
really  bad  condition  to  make  me  think  I  had  a  flat  tire  ...  or  the  exit  is 
falling  apart  and  it  felt  very  uneven  when  I  was  driving  along. 

PW:    You  travel  that  route  daily,  right? 

ES:    Everyday.   I  don't  drive  myself  everyday.   I  normally  ride  a  van,  but  I 
had  taken  my  two  boys  to  the  dentist  that  morning,  so  I  drove  myself  to 
work.   I  thought  I  would  just  stay  a  little  late,  because  it  was  so  quiet 
here  and  I  wanted  to  do  a  little  extra  work  before  I  went  home.   But  I 
thought,  "boy  the  surface  of  this  road  never  seemed  this  bad  to  me 
before."   It  was  very,  very  bumpy  after  I  continued  to  drive. 

PW:    How  was  traffic  at  that  location?  Was  it  heavy,  light  or  ... 
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ES:  Yeah,  I  didn't  have  a  hard  time  pulling  onto,  back  onto  the  highway  and 
continuing,  but  then  it  came  to  a  stop  and  we  sat  there  for  a  real  long 
time.    It  seemed  like  a  real,  real  long  time. 

PW:    Well,  did  you  stop  again  after  you  stopped  the  first  time? 

ES:    I  didn't  get  out  of  the  car  again,  but  I  came  to  a  complete  stop,  because 
everything  around  me  was  at  a  complete  stop. 

PW:  Where  was  this  around  approximately?  Do  you  remember  the  nearest  cross 
street  to  the  freeway  at  that  point? 

ES:    No.   But  all  I  can  say  is  when  I  got  off,  I  made  a  U-turn,  because  the 
cars  around  me  were  making  U-turns. 

PW:    Where  were  they  headed? 

ES:    They  were  getting  off  the  structure.   They  made  a  U-turn  and  went  off  to 
an  on-ramp. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  what  on-ramp  that  was? 

ES:    I  went  back  down  there,  'cause  I  was  kind  of  afraid  to  drive  over-passes. 
I  called  one  of  those  hot  line  things,  you  must  think  I'm  batty,  I'm  not 
normally,  believe  me  I'm  not. 

PW:    Could  that  have  been  the  14th  Street  on-ramp? 

ES:    Yeah,  it  could  have  been  that  one  or  the  other  one.   When  I  went  back,  I'm 
telling  you,  I'm  not  familiar  with  Oakland  at  all,  and  all  I  wanted  to  do 
is  get  home  that  night.   The  neighborhood  around  the  30th  something  looks 
familiar  to  me.   Now,  the  neighbor  ...  around  there,  but  I  could  have 
driven  through  there  after  having  gotten  off  the  highway  at  ...  went  the 
other  exit,  the  other  on-ramp,  but  it  was  one  of  those  two  on-ramps.  The 
only  description  I  can  give  you,  which  you  could  probably  figure  out 
better  than  I  could,  what  on-ramp  I  got  off  of.  There  was  a  Mayflower 
truck  in  front  of  me  and  that's  the  only  thing  that  I  can  honestly  say,  is 
a  Mayflower  truck.    I  talked  to  another  truck  driver  who  was  in  front  of 
me  when  I  got  off  the  highway,  'cause  he  got  off  too  and  when  we  got  off 
the  highway,  he  got  out  of  his  truck  and  I  got  out  of  my  car.   We  both 
parked  our  thing.   All  I  know  about  him  is  he  was  going  further  north  than 
Sonoma  County.    I  couldn't  describe  his  truck  and  all  he  said  to  me  was  he 
hoped  his  other  driver  got  off.   He  waiting  to  see  his  other  driver,  who 
was  in  a  truck  behind  him.   The  other  driver  did  eventually  come  along, 
but  it  was  right  by  the  Mayflower  truck. 

PW:    There  was  another  Mayflower  truck,  I  believe  on  the  lower  deck. 

ES:    There  was  a  Mayflower  on  the  lower  deck.  That  much,  unless  I'm  completely 
batty  as  a  bedbug,  I  could  swear  I  saw  a  Mayflower  truck.   Then,  I  saw 
these  two  men  walking  along.  You  got  to  understand,  I  was  covering  my 
eyes  through  part  of  this,  but  I  offered  these  two  men  a  lift  and  they 
wouldn't  get  in  the  car.   And  ... 
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PW:    I  guess  they  feel  safer  on  foot. 

ES:    What  I  can  remember  about  these  two  men,  were  they  were  both  wearing  dark 
clothes  and  they  both  kind  a  looked  the  same.   When  I  think  back,  I  think 
they  both  must  have  been  the  Mayflower  men  because  they  were  both  wearing, 
both  dark  outfits.   I  thought  they  were  wearing  a  Mayflower  jumpsuits. 

PW:    Did  you  ... 

ES:    The  Mayflower  truck  was  straight  ahead  of  me. 

PW:   Did  you  have  to  turn  around  to  get  off  at  the  off -ramp? 

ES:    Yes,  I  did. 

PW:    On  the  on-ramp? 

ES:    Uh-huh.   I  know  some  people  got  out  of  their  cars.   I  stayed  in  mine  and  I 
got  off  the  on-ramp.  That's  all  I  know.  There  was  a  lady  walking  with  a 
young  boy.   I  offered  them  a  ride  too.   They  were  on  the  on-ramp  and  they 
wouldn't  get  in  the  car  either.   She  said  she  wanted  to  go  to  the 
Coliseum,  that's  all  she  said.   She  ignored  me  like  I  was  somebody  trying 
to  pick  up  somebody  and  murder  them.   I  remember  and  I  thought,  "gee  lady, 
you're  walking  with  this  kid."   I  don't  even  know  if  the  kid  was  hurt, 
because  she  was  white  and  he  was  black. 

PW:    Probably  a  lot  of  people  were  still  confused  as  to  what  to  do. 

ES:    Nobody  was  acting  normal  to  me  but  if  it  had  been  me  walking  with  my  son, 
I  would  have  taken  a  ride  with  a  lady.   All  I  drive  is  a  white  Sentra,  I 
didn't  drive  some  ...  like  a  wild  car  or  anything.   She  said  I  want  to  go 
to  the  Coliseum  and  I  said  to  myself,  "you  want  to  go  to  the  Coliseum, 
you're  not  heading  that  direction  for  one  thing  and  another  thing  why 
would  you  want  to  go  there."  Maybe  that  was  where  she  lived,  near  there. 
At  the  time  she  looked  like  she  was  in  another  world  though. 

PW:    You  weren't  hurt  from  the  incident  at  all? 

ES:    No,  not  at  all . 

PW:    Once  you  got  off  the  freeway,  where  did  you  go?  Did  you  stop,  or  ... 

ES:    Yes,  I  parked  the  car  and  there  were  crowds  of  people  gathering  around, 
and  ... 

PW:    You  parked  the  car  ...  do  you  recall  what  street? 

ES:    No,  I  wish  I  did.   I  really  do.   I  wish  I  did.   The  reason  I  say  I  wish  I 
did,  was  the  psychiatrist  I  talked  to  on  his  telephone  line  said  I  should 
go  back  and  relive  it  'cause  I  said  this  is  weird.   I  couldn't  even  cry 
and  I  cry  over  everything,  and  he  said  well  ...  I  was  getting  nervous 
driving  on  the  highways.   I  go  this  isn't  good,  but  I  said  I've  got  to  do 
this.   He  said  to  keep  going  back  there  and  try  to  relive  it  all.   Well,  I 
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went  back  there  and  actually  the  neighborhood  off  the  30  something  street 
looked  more  familiar  to  me  ... 

PW:    This  is  your  psychiatrist  telling  you  to  do? 

ES:    Yes.   Believe  me  it  wasn't  my  idea.    It  didn't  work  anyhow  but  ... 
PW:    Time  is  going  to  take  care  of  it. 

ES:    Yeah,  that's  what  I  figure.    I  tell  you  what,  I  felt  better  the  first 
week.   By  the  third  week,  I  started  getting  headaches  and  I  had  to  go  to 
the  doctor.   He  gave  me  anxiety  medicine  and  something  for  headaches.  I 
took  that  for  about  two  weeks  and  then  I  stopped  taking  them.   I've  got 
some  more  to  take,  but  I  said  no  I've  got  to  cope  with  this  thing.  I 
really  was  feeling  better.    I  really  was  feeling  better. 

PW:    The  main  thing  is  keep  yourself  busy  and  just  ... 

ES:    Well,  it's  stupid  because  I  don't  even  have  a  scratch  but  all  I  was  really 
most  worried  about  my  sons  but  ...  all  I  could  think  is  they're  going  to 
blow  up  in  our  house.   All  I  could  think  of  is  they're  going  to  light  a 
candle.    It's  all  I  could  picture  in  mind.   Actually  the  highway,  I 
blotted  it  out  of  my  mind  I  guess.   What  happened  was  I  got  off  the 
highway.    I  parked  the  car  on  the  little  side  street,  right  on  the  corner, 
and  this  truck  driver,  I  walked  over  and  talked  to  this  truck  driver.  Of 
course,  he  didn't  say  anything  for  the  longest.   He  just  stood  there  like 
he  was  in  a  real  trance.   I  said  can  you  believe  that,  what  happened?  Can 
you  believe  this?  Something  like  that  to  him.   He  just  stood  there  and 
didn't  even  answer  me  for  the  longest  while.   Then,  he  said,  do  you  want 
me  to  give  you  a  ride,  because  he  was  going  to  north...  He  asked  me  where 
I  was  going  and  he  was  going  further  north.   He  said  you'll  probably  make 
better  time  in  your  car,  but  I  have  to  wait  for  my  other  driver  to  see 
that  he's  OK.   So,  he  said  we'll  be  stopping  the  other  side  of  the  bridge, 
because  they  both  had  to  go  over  that  same  bridge  and  nobody  knew  whether 
that  bridge  was  open  or  not.   But  anyhow,  that's  the  last  I  saw  of  him. 
Then,  driving  through  Oakland,  I  have  to  stop  a  couple  of  times  ... 

PW:  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  scene,  do  you  remember? 

ES:  At  the  scene? 

PW:  Right,  at  the  location  where  you  parked  your  vehicle. 

ES:  Maybe  five  minutes.    It  wasn't  long  'cause  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  home. 

PW:    Did  you  see  anything  else  down  the  city  street  that  was  unusual,  or  caught 
your  attention,  or  anything  like  that? 

ES:    Well,  I  saw  a  lot  of  people  in  the  street.   People  were  in  the  street  all 
over  in  Oakland,  which  the  houses  looked  like  they  were  falling  off  their 
foundations.   I  saw  this  big  overhang,  that  fell  off  what  looked  like  it 
might  have  been  one  of  those  residential  hotels.  The  people  were 
everywhere.   I  stopped  a  couple  of  times  to  ask  directions,  how  to  get  to 
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the  highway.   I  know  this  one  man  grabbed  me,  he  said  don't  go,  don't  go 
you  shouldn't  go  any  further,  because  there  might  be  ...  there's  going  to 
after-shocks  and  everything.   I  said  I've  got  to  get  home.  Then,  I  got 
back  on  the  highway,  I  think  it  was  in  Berkeley  and  then  I  continued  to 
drive. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  take  you  back  a  little.   Can  you  recall  the  motion  of  your 
vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

ES:    Yeah,  I  was  going  left  and  right  and  up  and  down. 

PW:   How  many  times  left  and  right  do  you  remember? 

ES:    Oh  gosh,  if  I  had  to  take  a  guess  I'd  probably  say  a  dozen  times. 

PW:    That  many  times? 

ES:    But  I  didn't  count.  Yes,  it  did  it  a  lot.   I  had  time  to  think,  "I'm  in  a 
skid,  and  I'm  riding  it,  and  it  didn't  stay  right."   I  thought,  "oh,  my 
god,  I'm  going  to  have  an  accident."   I  had  just  had  body  work  on  my  car, 
'cause  a  truck  had  run  into  me  a  few  weeks  before.   I  thought,  "oh  gee,  I 
have  to  tell  I  drove  my  own  car  again."   'Cause  I  have  cheaper 

rates  'cause  I  normally  ride  a  van  pool,  but  they're  never  going  to 
believe  me.   Yeah,  it  did  it  quite  a  few  times. 

PW:    The  up  and  down  motion,  was  it  from  north  to  south  or  from  south  to  north? 

ES:    Now  when  I  say  up  and  down,  like  jumping  up  and  down  in  place,  then  it  was 
going  from  left  to  right,  from  left  to  right.  The  car  itself  was  going 
from  left  to  right  and  up  and  down  at  the  same  time. 

PW:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  maybe  the  freeway  was  falling  or  the 
structure  was  falling? 

ES:    When  I  saw  the  stuff  on  the  Mayflower  truck.   I've  always  been  a  little 
antsy  about  overpasses.  Thinking  oh,  I  don't  want  to  be  here  if  there's 
ever  an  earthquake.   But  in  all  honesty,  I  didn't  think  earthquake  when  it 
happened.   I  thought  something  is  wrong  with  this  highway.   I  thought, 
"gee,  what  have  they  done  to  the  surface  of  this  highway  after  I  started 
driving  again." 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  top  structure  cracking  or  ... 

ES:    No,  it  was  down  on  the  Mayflower  truck.   I  saw  some  of  it  down  up  ahead  of 
me.  That's  when  I  knew  it  was  falling  down. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  freeway  structure  in  front  collapse  at  all  or  anything 
like  that? 

ES:    I  didn't  see  the  freeway  structure  move.   I  kept  covering  my  eyes.   In  all 
honesty,  all  I  wanted  to  be  is  like  a  motorcycle.   I  was  just  thinking, 
"I'm  getting  out  of  here,  I'm  getting  out  of  here  and  that's  it."  All  I 
was  thinking. 
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PW:    Did  you  see  the  motion  of  the  freeway  in  front  at  all  during  the  quake? 

ES:    I  really  wasn't  paying  attention  to  look  in  front  of  me,  because  I  thought 
it  was  the  car  that  was  going  crazy.   Then,  when  I  continued  to  drive  the 
car,  I  thought,  "well,  gee  what  have  they  done  to  this  freeway.   This  is 
very  bad  surface."   All  I  could  think  is  people  are  going  to  get  out  of 
control  on  this  freeway.    I'm  sorry,  you'll  have  to  forgive  me  for  not 
thinking  in  terms  of  ... 

PW:    No,  no.   Sometimes,  like  your  doctor  said,  sometimes  you  get  to  talk  about 
it  and  like  I  said  keep  yourself  busy,  because  time  is  the  only  thing 
that's  going  to  take  care  of  it. 

ES:    Yeah,  you'll  have  to  forgive  me  if  I  didn't  think  in  terms  of 

(inaudible).   If  I'm  ever  in  that  situation  again,  I'll  try  to  look,  but 
all  I  can  think  in  terms  of  the  things  that  went  through  my  mind.   How  I 
could  cope.   Boy,  I'm  lucky  to  keep  this  car  in  control,  as  long  as  I 
have.   All  I  could  think  is,  "well,  that  was  a  close  call  and  there  were 
other  cars  around  me  and  I"  ...  all  the  time  I'm  thinking  it's  my  driving 
that  did  this.   But,  then  I  started  thinking  of  this  lady  I  just  fired  did 
this  to  my  car. 

PW:    Well,  that's  all  the  questions  I  have  for  you  I  really  appreciate 

you  ... 

ES:    I'm  sorry  I  haven't  more  of  a  help. 

PW:    No.   You  have  been  and  is  there  anything  else  you'd  like  to  add  or  say 
that  I  may  have  missed? 

ES:    No.   No,  I  just  wish  I  could  remember  more.    I  really  do. 

PW:    You'd  be  surprised.   You  remember  a  lot  more  than  you  think  you  do, 
because  there's  a  lot  of  people  that  I've  interviewed  that  don't  even 
recall  what  happened.  They  just  remember  being  on  the  freeway,  next  thing 
they  recall  is  waking  up  in  the  hospital.   So,  you're  in  better  shape  than 
most  people  that  ... 

ES:    Yeah  I  know.   Well,  I'm  lucky.   I  realize  ...  I  know  I'm  lucky.   If  I  was 
a  faster  driver  ...  if  I  was  inclined  to  go  over  55  I  would  have  been  one 
of  the  cars  with  the  stuff  on  my  head.    If  I  had  said  this  is  an 
earthquake,  I  would  probably  have  gotten  off  that  thing  on  foot.  It's 
just  that  when  they  started  saying  everything,  we  sat  there  it  seemed  like 
forever  because  he  talked  about  the  bridge  falling  down,  he  talked  about 
the  wives  of  the  baseball  players  showing  up  and  all  this  stuff.  How 
their  bus  was  rocking.   All  that  stuff  and  I  thought,  "oh  gee",  but  then  I 
thought,  it  would  have  fallen  down  if  it  was  going  to  come  down.  Then,  I 
thought,  "oh,  I  don't  want  to  see  these  people",  because  they  were  saying 
that  the  highways  looked  all  right  on  the  radio  and  I  thought  to  myself, 
"oh,  they're  out  of  their  mind.  The  highways  aren't  all  right."  Then, 
when  I  saw  that  the  highway  was  down,  I  said,  "I  don't  want  to  see  this." 
I'm  chicken  lady,  you  have  heros  jumping  upon  that  highway  and  ...  I  don't 
know  how  they  did  it.   I  don't  know  how  these  men,  these  firemen  whatever 
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could  have  crawled  in  18  inches,  'cause  I'll  tell  you,  all  I  wanted  to  be 
was  gone.   Even  when  I  offered  a  ride  to  somebody  they  wouldn't  take  it 
so. . . 

PW:    At  least  you  did  your  best. 
ES:    I  couldn't  help. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  1324  hours. 
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W-46,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  21.  1989,  at  approximately  0930  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Alameda.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
MS: 

SM:    Just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  what  happened. 

MS:    I  was  driving  southbound  on  880  and  right  before  that  32nd  Street  Exit,  I 
was  coming  down  the  hill  towards  where  the  turn  off  or  exit  was.   I  felt 
like  both  my  tires  had  blown  out  and  the  bike  was  swerving  back  and  forth 
about  five  foot  sweeps.    I  finally  got  the  bike  stopped.   Then,  I  realized 
that  the  ground  was  still  shaking.  The  freeway  to  my,  east  of  me  was 
bouncing  up  and  down  on  the  supports,  and  there  was  dust  flying  out  where 
the  supports  were.   So,  then  I  realized  it  was  pretty  much  an  earthquake. 
There  were  several  cars  in  front  of  me  and  at  that  point  we  all  had 
stopped.   We  started  going  again  and  we  started  heading  towards  the  32nd 
Street  Exit.   Right  about  then,  another  aftershock  happened  too.    I  felt 
that.   Then,  I  pulled  down  off  the  side  and  drove  about  two  blocks  along 
the  frontage  road  and  that  was  where  the  whole  freeway  had  collapsed.  So, 
I  pretty  much  stopped  the  bike  and  got  out  ...  I  was  up  there  helping  some 
people. 

SM:    On  the  top  deck? 

MS:    Yeah.   There  were  about  four  or  five  other  cars  in  front  of  me  and  I'm  not 
sure  how  many  behind  me. 


SM 
MS 
SM 
MS 
SM 
MS 
SM 
MS 
SM 


When  you  were  ...  where  were  you  coming  from? 
I  was  coming  from  San  Francisco. 

Do  you  remember  which  lane  you  were  in  when  you  got  onto  880? 
The  number  three  lane. 

About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  travelling? 
About  60  or  65. 
Do  you  travel  . . . 

The  traffic  was  real  light  and  traffic  was  moving  pretty  fast. 
Is  that  unusual ,  do  you  travel  that  route  very  often? 


MS 


I  travel  the  reverse  commute.  So,  I  had  gone  back,  left  early  and  gone 
back  to  the  city,  and  I  was  coming  back  to  work  again  around  5:00  and  it 
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happened  then.   It  seemed  extraordinarily  light  that  day.   Although  before 
on  the  Bay  Bridge  it  was  pretty  backed,  up  at  the  start  of  the  Bay  Bridge 
so  ... 

SM:    So,  when  you  first  felt  it,  you  said  your  bike  pulled  to  the  ...  five  feet 
in  either  direction  or  both  directions? 

MS:    Yeah,  it  was  like  everyone  says,  losing  air  in  your  tires  and  the  whole 
ground,  it  didn't  move  up  or  down,  it  moved  more  side  to  side.   I  didn't 
feel  any  bouncing,  it  was  more  like  shaking. 

SM:    Swaying  back  and  forth? 

MS:  Yeah. 

SM:    So,  there  was  no  violent  up  and  down,  just  the  swaying  back  and  forth? 

MS:    No.   I  think  I  would  have  noticed  that,  especially  being  on  a  motorcycle 
you  feel  the  bouncing.    It  wasn't  ...  it  was  really  quick  motions  too. 
Wasn't  like  slow  ones. 

SM:    Now  you  said  you  looked  to  the  freeway  to  your  left.  That  would  have  been 
580  coming  in  there.   That  was  the  freeway  that  you  saw  bouncing  on  the 
supports? 

MS:  Yeah. 

SM:    After  it  started  swerving  and  you  thought  you  had  something  wrong  with 
your  tires,  at  that  time  did  you  pull  over  and  stop? 

MS:    I  came  to  stop  in  the  lane.   I  realized  that  everyone  else  was  stopping 
too  it  wasn't  just  me. 

SM:    Yeah,  and  then  what  did  you  observe  then  after  you  stopped? 

MS:    I  wasn't  sure  what  happened  yet.   I  was  still,  I  kind  of  figured  it  might 
have  been  an  earthquake  but  it  didn't  really  connect.    I  was  thinking  of 
going  forward  and  keep  driving.  There  was  a  big  tree  and  I  couldn't 
really  see  where  the  freeway  had  collapsed  right  around  the  corner.  Then, 
I  realized  all  the  other  cars  started  heading  towards  this  exit.  There 
was  a  couple  of  cars  ahead  of  me.   I  looked  ahead  and  I  saw  the  whole 
freeway  just  cut  off  and  there  was  a  truck  up  there,  a  black  truck  that 
turned  around  and  started  back  down.   A  couple  of  other  cars  in  that 
area.   Everyone  started  heading  for  the  off -ramp. 

SM:    The  truck  that  you  just  mentioned,  was  it  across  blocking  the  traffic  from 
continuing  further,  from  going  straight  on? 

MS:    There  were  very  few  cars  out  there.   Where  I  was,  there  were  about  three 
or  four  cars  around  me  and  I  think  there  were  two  ahead  of  me.  The  truck 
was  one  of  them.   He  had  gone  up  and  he  had  stopped,  just  as  the  freeway 
started  going  up  hill,  like  on  an  overpass  and  about  50  yards  in  front  of 
him,  or  50  feet  in  front  of  him  the  freeway  just  ended.   So,  he  must  have 
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seen  the  whole  thing  just  fall  in  front  of  him. 
SM:    Can  you  describe  that  truck? 

MS:    It  was,  I'm  pretty  sure  it  was  a  black  truck.    It  was  an  older  model.  I'm 
not  sure  what,  an  American  truck. 

SM:  Pickup? 

MS:    Yeah,  a  pickup  truck. 

SM:    Not  a  big  rig  of  any  kind.   A  black  pickup  truck.   Camper  or  ... 
MS:    No  camper  just  an  open  bed. 

SM:  All  right,  so  at  this  point  you  went  ahead  and  took  that  32nd  Street  off? 
MS:    Urn -hum. 

SM:    What  side  of  the  freeway  did  you  park,  or  leave  your  bike  on? 
MS:    On  the  west  side. 
SM:    On  the  west  side. 

MS:    I  went  right  to  the  parking  lot  here,  that's  where  I  stopped  in  front  of 
this  building  (Vivarium).   Right  here,  where  this  freeway  had  dropped 
down,  there  was  a  UCSF  van  that  had  crashed  right  into  that  thing  and 
there  was  another  car  behind  that.   I  had  stopped  and  gotten  off.  There 
was  also  a  car  that  fell  right  about  here,  which  had  fallen  off  the 
freeway.    I  had  gotten  out  and  there  was  a  lot  of  people  running  around  so 
I  went  up  on  the  deck  and  was  helping.   There  was.  a  couple  of  ladies 
trapped  in  the  van,  we  helped  get  one  of  them  out  and  the  rest  of  them  we 
tried  to  comfort.   There  was  another  car  that  had  no  passenger  which  was 
behind  it.   The  car  that  had  fallen  off,  the  passengers  got  out  and  about 
fifteen  minutes,  it  caught  on  fire  and  was  engulfed  in  flames. 

SM:    The  passengers  were  evidently  already  out? 

MS:    Yeah,  they  were  already  out  of  the  car. 

SM:    How  did  you  get  up  on  the  top  deck? 

MS:    We  just  ...  both  decks,  the  top  and  the  bottom,  had  collapsed  almost  to 
the  ground.   So,  it  was  only  about  10  feet  up  and  we  just  climbed  up  the 
girders  and  the  cement  and  stuff. 

SM:    Who  else,  do  you  recall  who  else  helped  you? 

MS:    There  was  a  lot  of  people.   I  don't  any  ...  there  was  about  I'd  say  20 

people  around  there  and  about  10  of  the  people  who  were  with  me  on  the  top 
helped  me.   There  were  fire  extinguishers  and  like  cars  were  catching  on 
fire,  they  were  putting  it  out. 
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SN:    Do  you  recall  any  names?  Did  you  exchange  any  names  with  anybody? 
NS:    No.   It  was  such  a  shock. 

SN:    How  about  a  description  of  anybody  that  comes  to  mind? 

NS:    There  was  a  couple  of  guys  who  were  in  their  mid-twenties,  dark  hair, 
looked  really  collegiate. 

SN:    Were  they  on  the  structure  themselves  or  did  they  come  ... 

NS:   They  were  on  the  structure  too.  They  were  up  there  and  I  think  one  of 
them  yelled,  "hey,  we  need  some  help  up  here."  Right  when  I  stopped. 
There  was  also  like  rubble  all  over  the  frontage  road,  so  it  was  kind  of 
hard  to  drive  around  there. 

SN:    I  don't  think  I  have  your  physical  description  but  how  tall  are  you? 

NS: 

SN:    How  much  do  you  weigh? 

NS:  ;. 

SN: 

NS: 

SN:  .Do  you  recall  if  anybody  from  the  buildings 

around  went  up  to  the  top  deck  and  helped  you? 

NS:   There  was  a  lot  of  people  from  the  buildings  just  standing  in  this  parking 
lot  here,  right  in  this  area,  and  we  were  talking.  One  guy  said  he  was 
...  he  was  just  in  a  car  there  and  he  had  just  parked  there,  and  he  saw 
the  building,  the  windows  in  the  building  just  bow  in  and  out.   He  thought 
they  were  going  to  shatter  and  they  didn't. 

SN:    This  was  that  big  cluster  of  white  buildings,  what,  there  at  28th  Street, 
around  28th?   (East  Bay  Vivarium). 

NS:    Yeah,  right  at  28th  there  in  the  parking  lot.   There  was  several  injured 
people.   I  guess  they  had  gotten  out  of  the  cars.  They  were  laying  down 
here  and  they  were  covered  with  blankets  and  stuff.  There  was  a  bunch  of 
people  milling  around  here,  just  like  neighborhood  people.  Some  tall, 
skinny,  black  people  and  stuff  and  ...  there  was  also  another  guy  that 
helped  me  get  this  one  lady  out  of  the  car,  that  was  this  short  Nexican,  a 
little  overweight. 

SN:    Do  you  think  he  was  a  victim  or  was  he  ... 

NS:    He  was  someone  that  worked  around  there  or  was  driving  there,  and  had 
gotten  up  and  helped  too. 
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SM:  This  was  the  woman  you  got  out  of  the  .„n? 

MS:  Yeah. 

SM:  Was  1t  the  driver  or  the  passenger? 

MS:  She  was  a  passenger.   She  was  in  the  middle  seat  of  the  van. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  whether  she  gave  a  name  or  was  she  speaking? 

MS:    She  was  speaking.   She  said  her  back  was  tingling.   We  got  her  out  and  we 
couldn't  get  her  down  the  sides.  You  had  to  climb  up.   So,  we  brought  her 
around  and  we  laid  her  down  right  on  the  freeway  right  about  here  past  the 
van.   I  got  a  pillow  out  of  the  van  and  gave  it  to  her  and  she  was  there. 
At  that  point,  there  was  pretty  much  nothing  we  could  do  with  people  in 
the  car.   There  was  some  people  who  were  still  trapped  in  that  van  there. 
So,  we  were  kind  of  getting  worried  about  aftershocks,  so  that's  when  I 
climbed  down,  right  through  this  gap  here,  and  came  right  outside.   I  kind 
of  stood  around  out  there  for  about  another  half -hour  and  then  the  fire 
truck  came  and  put  the  fire  out,  the  car  was  still  in  flames. 

SM:    This  was  the  car  right  behind  the  van,  that  hit  the  van? 

MS:    This  was  the  car  that  had  fallen  off.   The  van  is  here,  there's  a  car 

behind  the  van,  and  a  car  had  fallen  off  the  freeway  onto  the  ground  right 
here.    It  had  dropped  about  10,  15  feet. 

SM:  So,  it  went  completely  over  the  side? 

MS:  Yeah,  on  the  pavement  on  the  ground. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  the  person  that  was  driving  that  car? 

MS:  They  were  out  of  the  car  before  I  got  there.   So  ... 

SM:  Do  you  remember  seeing  them  at  all? 

MS:  No,  I  didn't  know  who  was  in  the  car. 

SM:  The  car  that  hit  the  van,  you  said  there  was  a  car  that  hit  the  UCSF  van? 

MS:    It  either  hit  it  or  it  came  to  a  stop  ...  I  think  it  hit  it,  because  it 
was  pretty  damaged  also.    I  think  the  van  ran  into  the  side  thing  and  the 
other  car  ran  into  the  van. 

SM:    Was  there  anybody  in  that  car  at  the  time? 

MS:    There  was  nobody  in  that  car  either.   I  assume  that  some  of  these  people 
that  were  laying  down  in  the  parking  lot,  were  people  from  these  cars 
'cause  they  were  pretty  shaken  up  and  cut  and  stuff. 


SM: 


Yeah,  on  the 


van,  that  the  driver  and  the  front  passenger? 
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MS:    They  were  both  trapped  in  front. 

SM:    The  vehicle  was  crunched  around  them  that  they  couldn't  ... 

MS:    Crunched,  yeah,  they  had  their  legs  were  trapped  underneath.   The  lady, 
the  passenger  in  the  front,  was  coherent,  she  was  talking  and  stuff.  In 
fact,  she  felt  it  was  getting  hot  up  there  and  she  kept  saying  there  was  a 
fire  in  front  of  the  car.  The  lady  who  was  driving  was,  really  she  was 
conscious,  but  she  wasn't  really  coherent.   Kind  of  like  she  was  in  a 
daze.  Then,  there  was  in  the  back  seat  there  were  bodies  crumped  on  the 
floorboard.   I  assumed  they  had  died  in  the  crash.   Then,  there  was 
another  lady  that  was  trapped,  like  here  is  the  back  seat,  trapped  in 
between  the  back  seat  and  the  side  of  the  van  and  we  couldn't  get  her 
out.   Somebody  tried  to  get  the  doors  open  to  the  van,  but  we  couldn't  get 
them  out  so  the  one  lady  we  did  get  out,  we  brought  her  out  through  a 
window. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  when  you  looked  at  any  of  them,  were  they  wearing  seat  belts 
in  the  back  of  the  van?  Do  you  recall  anyone  being  in  seatbelts? 

MS:    They  were  all,  people  who  were  in  the  back  were  on  the  floorboard.  They 
were  on  the  floor. 

SM:    In  the  aisle  way  between  the  seats  or  ... 

MS:    Yeah,  here's  the  back  seat  and  here's  another  seat,  they  were  just  like 
crumbled  on  the  ground. 

SM:    Completely  out  of  the  seats? 

MS:    Yes,  out  of  the  seats. 

SM:    You  didn't  observe  any  seatbelts  on  them? 

MS:   The  lady  in  the  front  seat  may  have  had  seatbelts.   I  didn't  notice  that 
but  everyone  in  the  back  didn't  have  seatbelts  on. 

SM:   There  was  only  one  that  was  conscious  and  the  others  appeared  ... 

MS:    The  lady  in  the  front  seat  was  conscious  and  the  one  we  took  out  was 
conscious.  The  rest  of  them  ...  the  two  ladies  that  were  trapped,  the 
driver  and  the  one  in  the  back,  were  awake  but  they  weren't  ...  they  were 
just  totally  out  of  it  and  the  other  people  were  just  gone.   So  ...  we 
pretty  much  did  all  that  we  could  for  the  people  that  were  in  there  and  we 
got  that  one  lady  out  and  that's  just  about  it.  At  that  point,  I  was 
just,  it  was  such  a  shock  I  was  just  pretty  tripped  out  over  the  whole 
thing  so  I  just  got  down. 

SM:   Then,  after  you  got  back,  you  took  the  lady  out  and  laid  her  down  on  the 
freeway? 

MS:    On  the  freeway,  yeah. 
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SM:    What  happened  after  that? 

MS:    Then,  I  remember,  well  that  was  when  that  lady  in  the  passenger  front  seat 
said  that  she  felt  there  was  a  fire  in  front  of  the  car.    I  looked  in 
there  and  I  noticed  there  was  something  kind  of  sparks  or  something,  so  I 
called  some  guy  over  with  a  fire  extinguisher.   He  kind  of  did  that  and 
then  I  guess  someone  had  said  we  should  all  get  down.  There  isn't  very 
much  more  we  can  do  here.   That  was  when  I  got  down.    I  think  a  couple  of 
people  stayed  up  there.   Another  thing  that  you  might  mention  is  that  I 
parked  my  motorcycle  right  in  front  of  this  building  and  the  car  that 
crashed  was  right  across  the  street  from  it.   When  I  parked  it  there  at 
first,  I  was  helping  and  then  this  car  caught  on  fire,  and  after  I  had 
gotten  down,  this  car  was  just  blazes  right  across  the  street  from  where 
my  motorcycle  was.    I  was  trying,  I  was  worried  about,  if  the  car  blows  up 
it's  going  to  take  the  motorcycle. 

SM:    Take  motorcycle  with  it,  yeah. 

MS:    I  was  kind  of  like  pacing  back  and  forth  there  and  I'd  walk  over  to  the 
car  and  I'd  decide  to  come  back.    I  did  that  about  three  or  four  times  and 
then  I  just  decided  if  it  hadn't  blown  up  by  now  it  probably  wasn't  going 
to  blow  up.   Then,  I  went  over  and  unlocked  my  motorcycle  and  drove  it 
over  to  the  parking  lot.   So,  somebody  else  might  remember  that  if  you 
talked  to  other  people  who  were  down  there. 

SM:    How  much  longer  did  you  stay  around? 

MS:    About  another  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Till  the  fire  truck  came  and  put 
the  fire  out  and  then  ... 

SM:    Did  you  notice  the  paramedics  coming  up  and  assisting  the  people  in  the 
van? 

MS:    No,  the  paramedics  didn't  come  yet. 

SM:    So,  there  wasn't  any  kind  of  police,  fireman,  or  anybody  there? 

MS:    I  saw  a  CHP,  a  motorcycle  guy,  appear.   He  had  gotten  off  and  he  was 

around  this  fire.   He  was  trying  to  control  people  who  were  milling  around 
over  here.   Then,  after  that  ...  then  also  under  the  freeway  here,  he  had 
brought  a  big  scissor  van,  like  one  of  those  big  tractor-trailer,  and  they 
loaded  this  thing  up  and  people  got  taken  off  the  top  of  the  freeway  where 
they  had  been  unable  to  get  down,  and  they  started  getting  people  and 
lowering  them  down  to  get  people  off  the  top  part. 

SM:    That  was  about  28th  Street,  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway? 

MS:  Yeah. 

SM:    Then,  after  that,  you  just  took  surface  streets? 

MS:    Yeah,  I  drove  like  back  around  here  and  there  was  all  kinds  of  people  out 
just  looking.    I  couldn't  believe,  it  was  so  long.   I  couldn't  believe  how 
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long  it  was. 

SM:    Can  you  ...  there's  no  other,  more  descriptions  of  anybody  that  had 
assisted  you  in  helping  these  people? 

MS:    There's  about  I'd  say  about  four  or  five  guys,  white  mid-twenties,  one 
blond  and  two  dark  hair,  the  one  Mexican  guy  I  mentioned.  There  were 
several  people  in  the  parking  lots.   Some  injured  people.   There  was 
another  couple  over  by  a  car  ...  they  were  two  white  people  and  they  were 
comforting  each  other  and  there  was  just  people  standing  around.    I  didn't 
catch  any  names,  it  all  happened  so  fast. 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  ...  did  you  have  any  other  aftershocks  at  the  time  you 
were  up  there? 

MS:  No. 

SM:    With  the  "  van? 
MS:  No. 

SM:    So,  you  didn't  see  the  structure  move  in  any  way  or  settle  in  any  way 
after  you  stopped? 

MS:  No. 

SM:    About  how  often  would  you  say  you  travel  that  route? 

MS:    Every  morning.   Every  morning,  every  night.   I  go  to  San  Francisco  and 
Alameda  everyday.   I've  been  doing  it  for  the  last  year  and  a  half  now. 

SM:    At  the  time  prior  to  all  of  this  happening,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol 
or  taken  any  prescription  medication?  Nothing  that  would  affect  your 
vision  or  your  judgment? 

MS:  No. 

SM:    Do  you  need  glasses  to  ride  your  motorcycle?  You  don't  have  safety 
glasses?  Do  you  wear  a  full  helmet  or? 

MS:  Yes,  with  a  shield  on  it. 

SM:  No  contact  lens  or  glasses  required? 

MS:  No. 

SM:  I  think  that  just  about  does  it. 
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M-47,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1320  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Oakland.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
KS: 

PW:  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name  please? 

KS:    The  full  name  is 

PW:    How  do  you  spell  your  last  name? 

KS: 

PW:    Your  current  address  is? 

KS:    Home?  ,  California 


PW:     Your  home  phone  number? 

KS:    Home  phone  number  is  area  code 

PW:    Your  California  driver's  license  is  Your  date  of  birth  is? 

KS: 

PW:    I'm  going  to  take  you  back  to  October  17th,  on  the  day  of  the  earthquake. 
I  do  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 

KS:  Yes. 

PW:    Prior  to  the  earthquake,  could  you  recall  exactly  where  you  were? 

KS:    Yes.    It  was  my  boyfriend's  birthday  and  that's  in  Sunnyvale,  so  I  was  in 
a  hurry  to  get  out  of  work.   I  was  ...  I  ...  kind  of  am  an  aggressive 
driver,  so  I  was  travelling  on  Cypress  Street  and  I  was  travelling 
southbound  and  I  thought  I  had  a  blowout  in  my  tire.   My  two  back  tires 
are  bad,  so  I  thought  one  had  finally  gone  out  on  me. 

PW:  When  you  say  you  were  southbound  on  Cypress,  was  that  ... 

KS:  Street  ...  going  up,  that's  Cypress  Street. 

PW:  On  the  west  side  of  the  freeway,  or  ... 

KS:  I  was  on  the  right  hand  side  going  south. 

PW:  That's  would  be  West  Cypress,  right? 
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KS:    Well,  if  this  is  West  Grand,  Cypress  travels  like  that  though. 
PW:    Alongside  the  freeway? 

KS:    Yeah.  I  was  travelling  along  the  streets  descending.    I  was  on  Cypress 
Street.   I  had  ...  I  thought  I  had  a  blowout  and  my  wheel  actually  jerked 
me  to  the  right.   The  thing  ...  I  would  have  kept  driving,  but  there  was  a 
gentleman  standing  ...  I'm  not  sure  what  the  street  name  is,  but  he  was 
standing  right  in  the  middle  of  the  street  with  his  arms  out  and  he  was 
pointing  his  thumb  to  get  over,  yelling  at  us  to  get  over. 

PW:    You  and  who  else? 

KS:    There  was  a  semi  in  front  of  me.   There  was  also  a  car  behind  me.   So,  the 
semi  pulled  over  and  I  also  pulled  over  to.    I  had  my  window  rolled  down 
the  whole  way.   It  was  a  nice  evening  that  night,  so  I  had  my  window  down 
the  whole  way.   I  remember  that  880  was  right  above  me  and  I  remember 
watching  this  one  semi  during  the  shaking  and  stuff.    I  still  wasn't  aware 
what  was  going  on,  but  I  was  watching  Cypress  and  I  could  hear  roaring. 
Cars  were  still  continuing  on  as  if  nothing  was  going  on.   That's  what  was 
really  freaking  me  out. 

PW:    A  roaring  sound  somewhere? 

KS:    Yeah,  from  the  traffic  sound.   It  was  just  getting  ...  from  the  cars  going 
on  by.   When  I  looked  up,  the  structure  was  swaying.   It  was  like  a  sea, 
like  a  boat,  like  rocking. 

PW:    Which  way?  Side  to  side,  up  and  down? 

KS:    No,  it  was  actually  ...  it  was  a  motion,  rolling,  kind  of  like  waves, 
rolling  waves. 

PW:    Do  you  drive  this  street  often? 

KS:    Everyday.   I  drove  it  everyday  because  I  need  to  hook  on  to  880  going  back 
to  where  I  go  to  home.   I  used  to  live  in  Alameda  and  I  travel  this  route 
...  I  usually  get  out  of  work  at  5  o'clock  everyday.   So,  Cypress  Street, 
I  travel  everyday  and  there's  two  lanes,  so  usually  the  left  hand  lane  is 
the  fastest,  the  right  is  slow.   I  remember  that  I  had,  since  being 
aggressive,  there  was  the  slow  semi  and  I  passed  him  fast.   And  ... 

PW:    What  lane  was  he  in? 

KS:    The  semi  was  in  the  right  hand  lane. 

PW:    You  were  in  the  left  hand  lane? 

KS:    I  was  in  the  left  hand  lane.   I  would  have  continued  in  the  left  hand 
lane,  but  the  gentleman  said  to  pull  over,  so  I  pulled  over. 

PW:    You  said  when  you  first  felt  your  tire  rocking  or  your  car  rolling  ... 
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KS:    Well,  1t  was  as  if  the  wheel  was  jerked  from  me!   That's  how  violent  the 
rolling,  the  ...  it  was  really  just  freaking  me  out. 

PW:    Do  you  know  what  the  cross  street  was  at  that  time? 

KS:    Well ,  I  know  what  I  was  before.    I  was  before  the  connector,  what's  that 
connector?   Before  980?   Before  the  intersection  off  Cypress.    It  was  ... 
I  was  pulled  over  by  a  fence,  and  it  was  between  12th  and  13th,  because  I 
remember  after  the  shaking  stopped,  that  that's  when  I  looked  in  the 
rearview  mirror  and  saw  the  cement  and  the  dust  as  if  like  a  building  had 
collapsed,  that  kind  of  a  sight. 

PW:  Did  you  notice  the  traffic  on  the  Cypress  at  that  time?  Was  it  heavy, 
light,  or  ... 

KS:    No,  traffic  was  light  then. 

PW:    How  about  on  the  freeway?   Do  you  remember? 

KS:  The  freeway  ...  I  know  I  looked  out  my  window  and  I  usually  see  it  jam 
packed  like  way  back  to  the  80  connection.  But  no,  cars  were  like  ... 
seemed  like  they  were  going  50,  40,  50,  60  miles.   They  were  ... 

PW:     A  lot  faster  than  normal  in  other  words? 

KS:    Yeah,  they  were  moving  a  lot  faster.   I  remember  that. 

PW:    How  fast  were  you  driving? 

KS:    How  fast  was  I  driving?  Oh,  not  too  fast,  because  I  knew  there  were  semis 
around  me  and  I  was  getting  irritated  because  I  was  actually  stuck  behind 
one.   So,  I  got  mad  and  passed  him  and  that's  why  I  was  in  the  left  hand 
lane.   But  I'd  say  30  or  35. 

PW:    Did  the  jerking  motion  pull  you  out  of  your  lane  into  the  next  lane? 

KS:    Yeah.    It  actually  pulled  me  to  the  right.   The  whole  car  was  to  the 
right. 

PW:    Totally  in  the  right  lane? 

KS:  Yeah.  It  was  really  strange.  It  just  jerked  the  wheel  to  the  right,  and 
the  actual  mobile  went  to  the  right,  and  then  I  continued  and  stopped  the 
car. 

PW:    At  what  point  did  you  realize  it  was  an  earthquake,  other  than  your  car 


KS:    Well,  this  is  a  really  funny  thing.  This  ...  I  never  realized  it  was  an 
earthquake,  because  the  part  that  freaked  me  out  was  people  were  screaming 
around  me  and  I  remember  a  gentleman  going,  "Somebody  went  over!  Somebody 
went  over!"   I  thought  that  a  semi  had  gone  over  off  the  top  and  crashed 
on  the  ground  and  shook  the  ground.   And  ... 
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PW:   That's  what  you  thought  originally? 

KS:    Yeah.   It  just  didn't  hit  me  that  it  was  an  earthquake.    I  knew,  I  saw  the 
trees  bend  and  the  freeway  bend  the  way  it  wasn't  supposed  to,  but  I 
thought  if  it  was  a  semi,  which  weighs  a  certain  amount  of  tons,  it  would 
do  the  shaking. 

PW:   When  you  felt  the  jerking  over  into  the  next  lane,  what  did  you  do  right 
after?  Did  you  brake,  or  stop  or  what? 

KS:    No.   I  was  going  to  ...  actually,  no.   I  thought,  you'd  better  pull 

over",  but  then  the  semi  pulled  over  and  then  the  man  was  like  balancing 
himself  ...  it  was  really  freaky,  I  remember!   He  was  just  standing  with  a 
look  of  panic  and  he  had  both  his  arms  out  and  he  was,  he  looked  like  he 
was  surfing  almost. 

PW:    A  pedestrian? 

KS:    Yeah,  there  was  a  pedestrian.  There  was  a  gentleman  and  he  was  standing 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  street  and  he  was  yelling  at  us.   He  was  saying 
"Pull  over!   Pull  over!";  because  I  think  he  could  tell  something  was 
wrong,  that  there  was  something  definitely  wrong  and  to  get  off  the 
street. 

PW:    Did  you  pull  over  when  you  saw  him? 
KS:    I  pulled  over  right  away. 

PW:   Before  you  came  to  a  stop,  did  you  notice  ...  you  mentioned  earlier  about 
the  freeway  itself,  like  a  rolling  motion,  wave  or  something  like  that? 

KS:    When  the  earthquake  was  going? 

PW:  Right. 

KS:    No,  I  didn't  notice  this  when  I  was  driving.   But  my  window  was  down  and  I 
just  stared  up  there.   I  was  just  ... 

PW:    You  saw  the  freeway  moving? 

KS:    Yeah.   I  remember  watching  this  one  semi  rock. 

PW:    That  was  on  the  freeway? 

KS:    Yeah.   I  remember  looking  at  this  one  semi,  just  looking  at  the  freeway. 
PW:    That  was  on  the  top  deck? 

KS:    No,  it  was  on  the  bottom  deck.   I  had  like  a  perfect  view  of  that,  and 
because  like  I  ...  this  is  actually  how  I  was  parked  on  the  side.  My 
window  was,  they  were  rolled  down,  and  I  was  just  sitting  there  in  the 
car,  just  riding  it  out,  watching  ...  the  trees  underneath  the  freeway 
were  moving  violently.   I  mean,  the  ground.  Those  were  just  intensely 
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moving.  Then,  the  freeway  just  ...  it's  just  strange  to  describe,  because 
you  just  don't  see  things  move  like  this. 

PW:    How  ...  can  you  describe  the  motion? 

KS:    Well,  I  know  it's  really  weird  when  I  see  the  trees.   I  said,  "God!  I  go 
...  The  trees  looked  like  they  were  in  a  tornado. M  That's  how  badly  they 
were  shaking. 

PW:    Back  and  forth  or  what? 

KS:    Back  and  forth.   The  trees  were  just  back  and  forth,  and  back  and  forth. 
The  freeway,  I  didn't  really  notice  that  motion.    I  just  remember  ... 

PW:  Back  and  forth.   Was  it  from  north  to  south  or  side,  east  to  west,  or  ... 

KS:  It  was  side  to  side.    It  was  just  violent. 

PW:  Against  the  freeway,  or  ... 

KS:  It  was  this  way.    It  was  left  to  right,  I  guess. 

PW:  That  would  be  east  to  west. 

KS:  Yeah,  east  to  west. 

PW:  What  about  the  freeway  motion?  Or  did  it  have  a  definite  type  of  motion? 

KS:    I  had  a  different,  I  think  ...  definitely  it  weighed  a  lot  more  than  the 
trees  and  that's  why  ...  the  freeway  ...  I'm  trying  to  think.   It's  weird 
when  I  get  back  to  it.  The  freeway  was  more  of  the  rolling.    It  was 
almost  like  the  tree.    It  was  east  to  west  and  it  ...  I  didn't  notice  the 
...  I  didn't  notice  it  shaking.   I  noticed  the  freeway  was  more  just 
swaying,  just  moving,  how  I  was  saying,  like  ... 

PW:    Along  the  direction  of  the  freeway,  or  north-south,  or  ... 

KS:    Yeah.    I  know  it  was  along  the  direction  of  the  freeway  is  how  it  was 
moving. 

PW:    Did  it  start  from  the  south  end,  or  did  it  head  towards  the  south  end,  the 
motion? 

KS:  It  started  south. 

PW:  Came  towards  you? 

KS:  It  came  towards  me,  yeah.   Yeah!   Now  that  I  think  about  it  ... 

PW:  From  south  to  north  then? 

KS:  Yeah,  exactly. 
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PW:    It  was  like  what,  a  wave? 

KS:    Yeah.   I  thought  the  motion  was  more  of  a  wave.  That's  how  I  was  in  my 
car.   I  don't  know  if  the  freeway  ...  that's  how  I  was  moving.   See,  this 
quake  wasn't  the  shaking  type.    It  was  more  the  rolling.  That's  what  I 
just  kept  seeing,  the  earth  just  rolling  and  rolling  and  the  buildings 
move.   I  remember  it  was,  I  think,  near  the  Coca-Cola  building  where  I 
was.   I  remember  watching  this  building  too  that  was  just  like  moving. 
But  I  noticed  more  rolling  motions  in  everything  I  saw  during  the  quake. 

PW:   What  did  the  other  vehicles  do  at  that  time?  Did  they  stop  too? 

KS:    Yeah.  They  ...  the  semi  ...  people  all  pulled  over  to  the  right  side. 
Everybody  pulled  over  to  the  right. 

PW:    Away  from  the  freeway  structure? 

KS:    Yeah.  That's  what  I  think  the  man  was  telling  us,  to  get  away  from  that 
freeway  structure. 

PW:    I  guess  he  had  a  better  view  of  the  freeway  rocking  out  there. 

KS:    Yeah,  I  think  he  did.   Because  he  knew  something  was  wrong.   I  know  this 
man  had  to  have  had,  because  he  just  stood  there  and  he  was  yelling  at  us, 
"Get  over!   Get  over!" 

PW:    You  haven't  got  the  name  of  that  gentleman? 

KS:    No.   I  can  remember  exactly  what  he  looked  like  and  stuff,  but  I  didn't 
ask  anybody.   To  tell  you  the  fact,  I  was  so  freaked  out  and  in  hysterics, 
that  I  thought  a  semi  had  gone  over  and  crashed  on  the  ground  and  also  the 
sight  behind  me.    It  collapsed  right  after  the  quake,  because  I  remember 
it  was  if  the  building  had  ...  when  they  destroy  a  building,  you  blow  it 
up  and  you  see  that  dust  and  you  see  the  crumbling.  That's  what  I  saw  in 
my  rearview  mirror.   At  that  time  ... 

PW:    The  crumbling  of  the  structure? 

KS:    Yeah.  Then,  I  saw  the  cement  chunks  on  the  ground  and  I  thought,  "God! 
That  could  have  been  me,  that  could  have  landed  on  me!"  So,  I  ... 

PW:    Was  that  the  first  indication  that  indicated  the  structure  was  falling, 
when  you  saw  that  concrete  crumbling,  or  ... 

KS:    Yeah.   That  was  the  first  indication  I  had.   Because  I  saw  that  and  ... 

PW:    You  saw  the  concrete  fall? 

KS:    Yeah.   The  concrete  fell  and  that  was  about  oh,  I  don't  know  distance. 
About  from  that  building  to  here  ...  what  would  you  say  that  distance  is 
from  that  building  to  here?  About  200  feet? 


PW: 


I  would  say  about  300  feet 
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KS:    Yeah,  1t  was  about  300  feet  behind  me.   I  think  that  was  12th  Street 
where  they  said,  because  I  was  a  little  past  13th. 

PW:    What  portion  of  the  structure,  you  saw  falling  initially? 

KS:    The  behind  west  top.   The  ... 

PW:    The  top  portion? 

KS:    Just  chunks  of  ...  I  remember  seeing  chunks  of  cement  on  the  ground  and 
seeing  the  dust. 

PW:    Did  you  see  where  that  came  from? 

KS:    No,  I  didn't  see  where  that  came  from.   I  just  ...  the  falling  of  it  and 
then  the  dust  blocked  the  view.   It  was  really  strange.   It  was  like  from 
12th  Street  on,  I  couldn't  see  down  at  all. 

PW:    Did  you  hear  any  noise  or  anything  like  that  behind  you? 

KS:    Oh,  it  was  really  strange.   No,  actually  there  was  a  sense  of  silence 
right  after  the  earthquake.   That's  what  I  think  really  shook  me  up.  It 
was  right  after  the  shaking  stopped.   I  pulled  myself  together  and  I 
backed  away  from  the  semi  and  it  was  ...  silence.   Then,  I  remember  as  I 
drove  on,  I  looked  back  to  see  if  traffic  had  stopped  and  it  came  to  a 
dead  stop.   That's  when  I  realized  something  was  definitely  wrong  and  then 
I  saw  all  the  officers.    I  didn't  realize  the  structure  had  collapsed 
until  I  was  actually  up  in  Sunnyvale  watching  the  news,  and  I  saw  the 
Cypress  going,  "Oh,  My  God!"   So,  I  really  didn't  know  where  I  was  at  that 
point. 

PW:    You  said  something  in  your  initial  interview  that  you  saw  smoke  and  fire? 

KS:    No.   When  I  said  smoke,  I  meant  the  ... 

PW:    The  dust? 

KS:    Yeah,  the  dust.  Yeah. 

PW:    You  never  saw  a  fire  then? 

KS:    No.   Did  I  ...  no,  I  just  saw  ... 

PW:    Well,  maybe  you  misunderstood  him  probably. 

KS:    Yeah.   I  misunderstood  him  because  no,  I  didn't  see  any  fire.   I  just  saw 
...  it  was  like  the  building  collapse,  just  the  chunks  of  cement,  that 
fall,  and  then  the  dust  and  I  couldn't  see  from  that  point  on. 

PW:    Any  other  motion  that  you  can  recall  seeing  besides  the  wave  like  motion? 

KS:    I'm  thinking  of  the  trees.   They  violently  shook  back  and  forth. 
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PW:    You  saw  the  truck  that  was  on  the  lower  deck? 

KS:    I  saw  it  somewhat.    It  really  freaked  me  out  because  I  just  focused  on 
it.   I'm  trying  to  think  about  what  really  struck  me  about  how  he  was 
moving  and  ... 

PW:    That  truck  was  going  the  opposite  direction? 

KS:    Yeah,  the  truck  was  going  this  way. 

PW:    The  same  direction? 

KS:   Towards  Sacramento.   I'm  going  the  opposite  direction.  Yeah,  see  I  was 
going  this  way  and  then  I  had  a  view  of  the  bottom  ... 

PW:    The  truck  was  on  the  lower  structure  going  ... 

KS:    Yeah.  The  truck  was  on  the  lower  structure.    I  remember  it  was  a  semi. 
I'm  trying  to  think,  I  think  he  pulled  over,  because  I  remember  looking  at 
it.   I  ... 

PW:    Nothing  fell  on  the  truck? 

KS:    No.   Nothing  fell  on  the  truck.   But  I  don't  know,  I  think  ... 

PW:    Do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  cars  up  there  that  were  struck,  or  ... 

KS:    No.   I  didn't  see  any  destruction.  Just  what  was  behind  me,  and  that's 
when  I  just  took  off,  I  left! 

PW:    Did  you  ever  get  out  of  your  car  after  you  stopped? 

KS:    No.   I  just  was  so  freaked  out  that  ...  everyone  around  me  was  freaking 
out  too.   I  just  remember  this  guy  ...  these  people  yelling  "Someone's 
over,  someone  went  over,  someone  went  over!"  A  lot  of  hysterics.   No,  I 
didn't  see  the  actual  collapse.   From  what  I  saw  in  the  back  ...  I  mean,  I 
saw  the  chunks  of  cement  hit  the  ground  and  that's  what  freaked  me, 
because  I  could  have  been  there  too. 

PW:    Any  other  vehicles  around  where  you  were  struck  with  any  falling  debris 
from  the  freeway  structure? 

KS:    I  couldn't  tell.   I'm  not  too  sure,  because  I  know  the  cement  hit  the 

ground,  hit  the  street.  I  mean,  if  I  was  back  there  I  would  have  got  hit 
too,  but  no,  I  didn't  see  any  vehicles  get  struck. 

PW:    How  long  did  you  actually  stop  before  you  took  off  again? 

KS:    The  whole  quake.   I  rode  out  the  whole  quake  in  the  car.   I  sat  in  the  car 
and  I  just  stood  there  and  just  waited  like  everybody  else.   I  thought, 
"God!   Is  this  ever  going  to  end?"  The  shaking  just  seemed  to  go  on  for  a 
long  time. 
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PW:    So,  when  you  stopped,  it  was  still  shaking? 

KS:    Yeah.   Well  actually,  I  think  I  pulled  over  at  the  beginning.    I  got  the 
full  quake  in  my  car,  sitting  in  a  car  watching  880,  I  saw  that. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  cars  on  the  structure  north  of  your 
location  that  was  damaged  or  people  hurt? 

KS:    No.   See,  I  left  right  away.    I  didn't  realize  it  was  an  earthquake  until 
I  actually  got  home  to  my  house  in  Alameda  and  I  found  all  my  stuff  on  the 
floor.   Then,  I  was  just  so  freaked  out,  I  was  crying  hysterically  driving 
home.   I  was  just  so,  like  Wow!,  that  I  had  been  in  this  experience  of 
shaking  me  up  that  I  don't  really  think  I  was  too  coherent.   Just  in  a 
kind  of  daze.   But  no,  I  didn't. 


PW:    Do  you  recall  seeing  anybody  that  really,  right  after  the  earthquake, 

climbed  up  to  the  structure  and  helped  with  the  people  up  on  the  collapsed 
freeway? 

KS:    No.    I  just  remember  seeing  people  walk  towards  the  damage.   I  had  just 
passed  the  damage,  but  I  remember  seeing  ...  I  think  the  semi  that  I,  that 
driver  got  out  ...  he  got  out.   A  couple  of  people  got  out  of  their  cars. 
I  stayed  in  the  car.   I  had  my  seat belt  on  and  I  had  the  window  down. 
Then,  there  was  that  one  man,  I  don't  know  if  he's  called  in.   He'd  be 
very  helpful,  because  he  just  ...  he  knew  something  was  wrong  just  by  how 
he  was  telling  us  to  get  over.   I  think  he  was  standing  right  when  the 
shaking  started  and  I  think  the  way  he  saw  it  move,  that's  why  he  told  us 
to  get  over. 

PW:    You  don't  need  glasses  to  drive,  do  you? 

KS:    No.    I  just  ...  I'm  supposed  to  wear  glasses  just  when  I'm  on  the 
computer. 

PW:    You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  any  type  of  alcohol  that  night  before 
the  earthquake? 

KS:  No. 

PW:    How  was  your  overall  health  then,  before  the  earthquake. 
KS:    Fine.   I  was  very  excited,  just  raring  to  go. 

PW:    Do  you  have  anything  else  to  add,  because  that's  all  the  questions  I  have 
of  you. 

KS:    No.   I  just  ...  I  wish  I  were  more  observant  to  help  better,  but  it  was 
just  so  incredible,  what  was  going  on;  the  motion  and  stuff.   But  it  was 
violent.    I  just  remember  those  trees  and  just  seeing  objects  bend  the  way 
they  weren't  supposed  to  ...  the  fence  and  the  trees  underneath  the 
structure  and  the  structure  itself,  definite  movement. 


PW: 


I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  about  1347  hours 
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W-48,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  0930  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell ,  CHP 
TT: 

SM:  .  you  are  aware  that  this  is  being  tape  recorded? 

TT:  Yes. 

SM:    First  of  all  let  me  go  ahead  and  get  your  full  name.         ,  and  your 
middle  name  is? 

TT: 
SM: 

TT:  Urn-hum. 

SM:    Your  current  address  is  . .   

TT:  Yes. 

SM:  and  your  date  of  birth 

TT:    Dm -hum. 

SM:    What  I'd  like  you  to  do  is  just  tell  me  what  happened;  about  where  you 
were,  where  you  were  coming  from,  and  then  what  you  saw,  what  you  felt, 
then  I'll  go  back  and  ask  you  questions.   Go  ahead  and  tell  me  where  you 
were  coming  from  on  that  day. 

TT:    I  was  coming  from  Berkeley  and  I  was  going  across  the  Cypress  Structure. 
Then,  I  was  coming  down  the  exit  that's  from  Cypress  to  downtown  Oakland, 
14th  Street.    I  was  coming  around  the  curve  on  the  exit  when  the 
earthquake  happened.   I  thought  my  tire  was  flat.   So,  then  I  was  like 
slowing  down,  as  I  was  coming  down  the  ramp,  because  every  time  I  would 
turn  the  wheel  to  the  right,  the  car  would  go  back  to  the  left.   So,  then 
I  slowed  down  and  came  underneath  the  overpass  and  stopped  at  the 
Coca-Cola  Factory  which  is  right  on  the  right.   At  that  time,  I  didn't 
realize  what  had  happened,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  right  when  it  started 
my  radio  stopped  too.    I  had  my  car  radio  on  and  my  radio  stopped,  when 
everything  started  to  shake.   Then,  I  heard  like  a  loud  noise  but  I  didn't 
realize  that  the  freeway  behind  me  had  collapsed  until  I  got  across  the 
street  and  was  by  the  Coca-Cola  Factory.  Then,  that's  when  I  saw  people 
running  off  of  the,  the  ...  what  ya  call  it,  the  structure  that  you  enter 
onto  the  freeway. 


SM:    What  kind  of  car  were  you  driving? 
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TT:  White,  1981  Datsun  200SX. 

SM:  How  long  ...  do  you  work  in  Berkeley? 

TT:  No,  I  work  in  San  Francisco. 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  southbound  1-880  about  that  time? 

TT:    I'm  usually  going  northbound  to  work  at  Sacramento,  because  I  was  living 
out  in  Richmond  for  that  week.   So,  I  was  ...  I  usually  go  that  way,  but  I 
had  gotten  off  work  early.   So,  I  had  gone  that  way  first.   Then,  I  was 
coming  back  off  over  it,  because  I  had  just  gone  and  dropped  off  a  car 
part  at  this  car  mechanic  that  I  know. 

SM:  So,  would  you  say  that  you  travel  this  route  frequently,  seldom? 

TT:  Frequently. 

SM:  Usually  in  the  opposite  direction  or  ... 

TT:  Yeah,  usually  I'm  not  coming  over  the  top,  I'm  usually  at  the  bottom. 

SM:  You're  usually  going  northbound? 

TT:  Yes. 

SM:  How  is  ...  if  you  travelled  northbound,  you  probably  would  have  a  chance 
to  observe  traffic  both  southbound  and  northbound? 

TT:  Yes. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day? 

TT:    Oh,  on  this  day  ...  'cause  see  I  had  gone  northbound  earlier,  maybe  about 
an  hour  earlier.  The  traffic  was  pretty  light.   Even  coming  over  the  top, 
the  traffic  was  really  light,  because  I  was  going  a  lot  faster  than  I 
normally  travel,  so  there  wasn't  that  much  traffic  at  the  time. 

SM:    So,  you  would  describe  it  as  moderate  or  light? 

TT:    Urn-hum,  moderate  or  light,  yeah.   It  didn't  look  like  it  would  be  like 
rush  hour  traffic,  which  was  the  time  it  was. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in? 

TT:    There's  only  one  lane  when  you  come  down  the  ramp. 

SM:    So,  you  were  in  the  slow  lane  while  you  were  on  the  structure,  or  were  you 
in  the  slow  lane  when  the  earthquake  hit,  or  were  you  actually  on  the 
ramp? 

TT:    I  was  on  the  ramp. 
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SM:    About  how  fast  were  you  going? 

TT:    Maybe  about  35,  40  'cause  I  was  just  slowing  down.   Then,  I  slowed  down 
even  more  when  I  thought  my  tire  had  blown  out. 

SM:    So,  you  had  actually  exited  the  freeway,  you  were  on  the  ramp,  what  was 
the  first  thing  that  you  felt  in  your  car? 

TT:    Let  me  see,  well,  the  first  thing  that  happened  was  the  radio  cut  off. 
Then,  I  thought  maybe  it  was  the  radio,  but  then  the  next  thing  it  was 
like  the  road  underneath  was  picking  up,  but  it  actually  felt,  it  was  like 
a  loud  noise  and  it  felt  like  someone  had  shot  your  tire  out.   Then,  you 
know  how  your  car  will  be  swerving,  so  the  car  started  to  swerve  and  then 
I  swerved  it  back  the  other  way.   So,  it  actually  felt  like  the  tire  had 
popped  out. 

SM:    You  mentioned  that  your  car  kept  swerving  to  the  left  'cause  you  were  ... 

TT:    Right,  I  was  pushing  to  the  right.   While  I  would  guide  this  thing  one  way 
and  it  would  go  the  other  way. 

SM:    So,  you  did  hear  a  loud  noise  about  the  same  time  that  your  car  did  start 
swerving? 

TT:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  you  happen  to  observe  any  of  the  rest  of  the  structure  like  the 
pillars  that  support  the  structure  or  the  freeway  itself. 

TT:    No,  I  really  wasn't  even  paying  that  much  attention  to  the  freeway, 

because  of  the  fact  that  I  thought  the  tire  had  blown  out,  so  I  was  trying 
to  stop  the  car  before  it  went  out  of  control.  That's  why  I  thought  it 
was  just  me,  until  I  noticed  that  the  car  in  front  of  me  was  slowing  down 
too.    I  don't  even  remember  what  kind  of  a  car  it  was. 

SM:    When  you  felt  like  your  tires  were  bad,  what  did  you  do  then?  Did  you 
start  braking  or  ... 

TT:    Yeah,  I  did.    I  did  brake.   Then,  the  thing  is,  I  kept  going  after  I 
braked,  like  the  car  wouldn't  stop. 

SM:    Where  did  you  finally  stop  or  were  you  able  to  get  it  to  stop? 

TT:    Yeah,  I  finally  stopped  at  the  bottom.    I  had  slowed  down  'cause  there's  a 
light  right  there. 

SM:    So,  you  went  ahead  to  the  bottom  of  the  ramp  and  stopped? 
TT:    Yeah,  um-hum. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  anything  at  that  point,  as  far  as  any  other  cars,  any  of 
the  rest  of  the  structure  moving? 
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TT:    No,  except  that  the  lights,  the  street  lights,  they  weren't  working. 

SM:    When  did  you  ...  about  how  long  did  the  whole  motion  last?  By  the  time 
you  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  ramp,  did  everything,  had  all  that  movement 
stopped,  or  was  it  still  continuing? 

TT:    Yeah,  it  had  stopped  by  then,  yeah. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  vehicles  around  you  having  any  problems?   Like  were 
there  any  traffic  accidents  around  you  or  ... 

TT:    No  I  didn't  notice  any. 

SM:    You  were  the  only  one  in  the  car,  right? 

TT:  Yes. 

SM:    So,  at  that  time,  you  got  to  the  ramp,  and  you  just  turned  left  back  under 
the  freeway  and  went  on  home? 

TT:    No,  what  it  is,  is  I  went  across  the  light,  'cause  there  is  a  light  right 
there.   One  light  right  at  Cypress  and  the  other  light  right  on  the  other 
side.   Both  of  them  are  on  Cypress,  one  is  on  one  side  of  the  overpass  and 
the  other  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  overpass.   So,  I  just  stopped  right 
there  at  the  Coca-Cola  Factory  'cause  then  that's  when  I  saw  people 
running  off  of  the  freeway  entrance,  'cause  see  the  freeway  entrance  is 
right  there  on  14th  Street. 

SM:    Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  any  part  of  the  freeway  had  collapsed? 
Were  you  able  to  see  that? 

TT:    No,  actually  you  couldn't  see  it  because  that  part  was  still  standing. 

SM:  So,  your  only  indication  that  anything  was  wrong  was  when  you  saw  people 
coming  down? 

TT:    Right,  and  then  that's  when  I  got  out  of  my  car  and  they  were  saying  that 
the  freeway  had  fell.    I  said,  "The  freeway  fell?"  Then,  that's  when  I 
realized.  There  was  another  guy  said,  "it  must  have  been  an  earthquake." 
I  was  thinking,  "gosh,  I  thought  my  tires  were  flat." 

SM:    At  that  point,  did  you  continue  on  your  way? 

TT:  No,  what  it  is,  'cause  we  were  helping  people,  'cause  a  couple  of  people 
were  screaming,  but  it  wasn't  like  we  could  pick  up  the  structure  and  do 
anything.  So,  we  were  just  standing  there  and  trying  to  wait  and  stuff, 
until  like  firemen  and  ambulances  and  stuff  came. 

SM:  So,  from  where  you  were,  you  couldn't  really  see  any  part  of  the  freeway 
that  had  collapsed? 

TT:  No. 
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SM:    Because  your  section  was  still  up  standing? 

TT:    Right,  that  part  was  still  standing;  and  the  thing  is  even  the  off -ramp 
wasn't  affected  that  much,  that  ramp  that  comes  off  of  Cypress.   It  hadn't 
crumbled  or  anything. 

SM:    So,  the  only  real  movement  that  you  felt  then  was  the  force  that  was 
causing  your  car  to  swerve  back  and  forth? 

TT:    Dm- hum. 

SM:    Did  you  feel  any  up  and  down  motion  at  all? 

TT:    Yeah,  that's  what  it  was.    It  was  like  waving.   Kind  of  like  if  you  were 
on  a  surf  board  or  something.   More  like  water  waves. 

SM:    I  appreciate  your  time.   Thank  you  very  much. 

TT:  Sure. 
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W-49,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  27,  1989,  at  approximately  1035  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investiqator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
6T: 

PW:  spell  your  last  name  please. 

GT: 

PW:  Do  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 

GT:  Yes. 

PW:  What  is  your  current  address  right  now 
GT: 

PW:  Your  current  phone  number? 
GT: 

PW:  Your  date  of  birth? 
GT: 

PW:  Prior  to  the  earthquake,  where  were  you  travelling  on  the  freeway? 

GT:  Prior  to  the  earthquake? 

PW:  Yes. 

GT:  I  had  just  got  on  880,  I  forget  the  on-ramp,  but  I  came  from  Oak  Street. 

PW:  That's  in  what,  the  city  of  Oakland? 

GT:  Yes. 

PW:  Where  were  you  headed? 

GT:  To  Berkeley. 

PW:  So,  you  were  in  the  northbound  lanes  of  Interstate  880? 

GT:  Right. 

PW:  That  was  what,  the  lower  deck? 

GT:  Correct. 
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PW:  You  travel  this  route  often,  sir? 

GT:  Five  days  a  week. 

PW:  How  was  traffic  like,  at  the  time  you  was  travelling  on  the  Cypress 
Structure? 

GT:  It  was  fairly  light  and  at  the  speed  limit. 

PW:  Approximately  ...  speed  were  you  and  the  other  vehicles  travelling? 

GT:  Oh,  50. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in  at  the  time? 

GT:  At  the  point  that  I  stopped,  I  was  in  the  second  lane  from  the  right. 

PW:  Was  there  any  passenger  in  your  vehicle  at  that  time? 

GT:  No. 

PW:  Approximately  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

GT:  I  was  in  the  maze  and  I  continued  on.  Everybody  then  stopped.  I  stopped 
then  about  oh,  two  hundred  yards  before  that  on-ramp,  I  mean  the  off -ramp 
going  into  80  northbound. 

PW:  The  one  that  says  Berkeley/Sacramento? 

GT:  Right. 

PW:  You  stopped  just  at  before  the  connecter  to  Interstate  80? 

GT:  Yes,  I  was  still  elevated  at  that  point. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  behind  or  in  front  of  you  at  that  time? 

GT:    At  the  point  that  I  stopped,  there  was  one  in  front  of  me  and  there  were 
several,  maybe  oh,  50  yards  ahead.   Behind  me,  there  was  some  scattered 
traffic.  There  weren't  very  many  cars.   Of  course,  I  really  wasn't  paying 
too  much  attention  to  what  was  behind  me. 

PW:    Was  that  kind  of  unusual  for  the  light  traffic  for  that  time  and  location? 

GT:    Yeah,  it  was  unusual  for  that  time.   For  it  being  that  light. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  something  was  wrong? 

GT:    Well,  actually  I  was  listening  to  the  radio  and  the  radio  said  there,  "I 
think  we're  into  a  major  earthquake"  and  it  went  click.  There  was  no  more 
radio.   At  that  point,  I  knew  there  was  a  problem.   At  that  point  also, 
everybody  stopped. 


ALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

[-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiic- 

PW:    Did  you  feel  any  motion  or  movement? 

GT:    Yes,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  motion,  and  580  westbound  was  the  one  I  was 
watching  the  most.    It  was  swaying  quite  a  bit  and  parts  were  crumbling 
off  of  it.   There  was  one  going  over  my  head,  so  I  was  watching  that  one 
very  close. 

PW:    Boy,  that  must  have  been  some  ... 

GT:    It  was  a  good  ride! 

PW:  What  was  the  initial  motion  that  you  felt?  Was  it  like  side  motion  or  up 
and  down  motion,  in  your  vehicle? 

GT:    I  would  say  it  was  more  side  to  side  motion.    I  don't  remember  going  up 
and  down  that  much. 

PW:    Did  the  motion  cause  you  to  go  out  of  your  lane  at  all? 

GT:    No  it  didn't.    It  stopped  very  rapidly. 

PW:    So,  once  you  felt  that  motion  then,  you  realized  at  that  point  that  it  was 
an  earthquake  because  the  radio  traffic  said  so? 

GT:  Yes. 

PW:    You  just  what,  braked? 

GT:    Well,  yes,  but  the  person  ...  there  was  one  other  person  in  front  of  me, 
also  stopped  in  front  of  me,  so  I  had  no  choice  at  that  point. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  what  car  that  was  that  stopped  again. 

GT:  What  kind  of  car? 

PW:  Yeah. 

GT:  No  I  don't. 

PW:  You  said  you  saw  the  580  structure,  more  or  less  breaking  apart  a  little? 

GT:  At  the  joints. 

PW:  At  the  joints? 

GT:  Yeah. 

PW:  Just  what,  small  pieces  or  large  pieces,  concrete  breaking  off? 

GT:  I  would  say,  the  largest  piece  was  maybe  4  to  6  inches.  It  landed  on  the 
roadbed  in  front  of  me,  so  that's  why  I  was  kind  of  watching  that,  'cause 
I  didn't  want  to  have  to  be  underneath  that  when  I  passed  through  it. 
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PW:    That  was  something,  I'll  bet.   The  experience,  just  that  feeling  when  that 
happened. 

GT:    Yeah,  well,  I  didn't  know  the  severity  of  it. 

PW:    All  the  vehicles  around  you  at  that  point  came  to  a  stop? 

GT:    Yes.   Everybody  came  to  a  stop. 

PW:    Did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle  at  that  point? 

GT:    No  I  didn't. 

PW:    Did  you  see  or  feel  any  other  motion  besides  the  side  to  side  motion? 
GT:    Side  to  side  is  what  I  recall.   That's  all. 

PW:    What  about  the  ...  any  motion  on  the  top  structure,  like  580  or  the 
structure  on  top?  Did  you  see  any  movement  there? 

GT:    Yes,  I  did  see  movement  and  as  I  said,  saw  some  debris  coming  off  of  it 
also. 

PW:    Was  it  a  side  to  side  motion  also? 
GT:  Yes. 

PW:    How  many  separate  jolts  did  you  feel,  or  side  to  side  motion  that  you 
remember? 

GT:    No  I  can't  give  you  a  number  on  that  one.   It  wasn't  more  ...  I  didn't 
think  at  that  time  that  it  was  so  much  jolting.   I  thought  it  was 
actually,  kind  a  gentle  swaying  and  I  never  really  got  the  impression  that 
the  car  was  really  hit  and  it  was  moving. 

PW:    Did  most  of  the  people  stay  in  their  vehicles  when  they  came  to  a  stop  or 
did  some  people  ... 

GT:  I'm  not  aware  of  anybody  getting  out. 

PW:  Did  anybody  around  you  at  that  location  get  hurt? 

GT:  Not  that  I'm  aware  of,  no. 

PW:  You  weren't  hurt  from  the  incident? 

GT:  No  I  wasn't. 

PW:  You  see  any  cars  behind  that  were  damaged  at  all? 

GT:  No  I  didn't. 

PW:  Could  you  see  behind  you  if  any  part  of  the  structure  fell  down  on  880? 
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GT:    No,  I  did  look  in  my  rearview  mirror  just  to  see  what  was  happening  behind 
me  very  briefly,  but  I  did  not  recognize  that  something  was  collapsing. 

PW:    How  long  did  you  stay  there,  after  you  stopped,  before  you  continued  on? 

GT:    I  would  say  a  matter  of  maybe  five  seconds,  then  I  drove  around  the 

traffic  in  front  of  me.    Everybody  else  just  kind  of  sitting  there  just 


PW:    So,  you  were  one  of  the  first  vehicles  to  go  around  and  try  to  get  out  of 
there? 

GT:  Yes. 

PW:    Did  everybody  else  kind  of  follow  or? 
GT:  Yes. 

PW:    Was  there  any  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  would  fall  at  that 
location? 

GT:    No.    I  didn't  get  that  impression.    I  was  watching,  580  and  that  one  was 
obviously  it  was  showing  the  most  movement. 

PW:  That's  the  main  freeway  that  was  showing  some  crumbling  of  the  concrete. 

GT:  Yes. 

PW:  Some  pieces  come  falling  down. 

GT:  Right.    It  appeared  to  be  at  the  joints. 

PW:  No  where  else? 

GT:  I  didn't  ... 

PW:  Did  you  notice  any  crumbling  along  the  support  structures,  the  arms  that 
supported  the  580  structure? 

GT:    No.   Mostly,  what  I  was  watching  for  is  the  stuff  going  over  the  off -ramp, 
the  feeder  ramp  into  80,  and  there  was  some  debris  on  the  road  there,  and 
that's  where  I  was  watching  the  most  'cause  I  was  going  to  have  to  go 
underneath  that. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  other  type  of  motion  the  freeway  structure  displayed 
during  the  earthquake? 

GT:    No,  just  more,  just  swaying  back  and  forth,  kind  of  lateral  movement, 
that's  about  it. 

PW:    Is  there  anything  else  you'd  like  to  add,  sir  because  we  really  appreciate 
your  time  in  helping  us  with  this  investigation? 
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GT:    No,  I  think  CHP  did  a  great  job. 

PW:    Well  so  did  many  of  the  citizens  from  the  city  streets  have  helped  out 
too.  You  don't  recall  any  names  or  any  mentioned  name  of  particular 
people  or  person  that  really  helped  the  injured  on  the  Cypress,  do  you? 
Any  come  in  your  mind? 

GT:    No,  I  wish  I  had  gotten  one  guy's  name.   He  helped  a  woman  out.   He  was  up 
there  for  like  four  hours,  and  I  don't  recall  his  name. 

PW:   This  was  where?  The  portion  of  the  Cypress  that  fell? 

GT:  Yeah. 

PW:    How  did  you  happen  to  hear  about  this  person? 

GT:    Well,  about  three  weeks  after  it  collapsed,  I  went  out  there  and  took  a 
look  and  there  was  this  guy  kind  of  wandering  around  looking  at  the 
thing.  We  just  started  a  conversation  and  he  said  that  he  was  looking  for 
the  spot  that  he  helped  this  woman  out. 

PW:  What  nationality  was  this  person? 

GT:  He  was  black. 

PW:  He  was  black?  Young  or  ... 

GT:  I'd  say  I  guess  to  be  in  his  30s  someplace. 

PW:  No  name  was  mentioned? 

GT:  No,  I'm  afraid  not.   He  was  a  brave  guy. 

PW:  We  really  appreciate  your  time  and  I'm  going  to  conclude  the 

interview  at  1045  hours.   Thank  you  again. 
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W-50,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  December  4,  1989,  at  approximately  0820  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  ,  Alameda.   The  statement  was 

tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
LV: 

SM:    First  of  all,  let  me  qet  your  correct  spelling  of  your  name  for  the  tape. 

? 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    Your  first  name.  and  your  middle  initial? 

LV: 

SM: 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    I  just  need  your  date  of  birth? 
LV: 

SM:    Why  don't  you  start  by  telling  me  where  you  were  coming  from  and  where  you 
were  heading  on  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

LV:    I  was  coming  from  Emeryville  to  Alameda. 

SM:    Do  you  travel  that  route  very  often?   Is  that  your  normal  route  home  from 
work?  Do  you  work  everyday? 

LV:    Everyday  to  and  from. 

SM:    Do  you  hit  the  freeway  about  the  same  time  each  day? 
LV:  Yes. 

SM:    How  was  the  traffic  on  that  day? 

LV:    The  traffic  was  very  light.   I  think,  because  of  the  game.   Because  I  was 
going  to  leave  a  few  minutes  early,  because  I  thought  there  was  going  to 
be  a  lot  of  traffic,  and  I  looked  out  the  window  and  it  was  very  light.  I 
left  right  at  5  o'clock.   I  got  out  of  the  garage  and  onto  the  freeway  by 

•  •  • 

SM:    Just  a  few  minutes? 

LV:    Right.   The  merge  was  real  easy  to  get  on. 
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SM:    So,  you're  travelling  southbound  880  on  the  upper  deck? 
LV:  Right. 

SM:    Which  lane  were  you  travelling  in?  Do  you  recall?  The  fast  lane  is  the 
number  one  lane.   There  are  four  lanes  right  there  in  that  area. 

LV:    I  don't  remember  exactly  which  lane  I  was  in.   Usually,  I,  it  was  before 
the  24th  Avenue  exit,  and  I  try  to  get  over  to  the  right  hand  side  before 
I  get  ...  so  I  may  have  been  in  the  second  to  the  right  lane.  That's 
usually  where  I  am  about  there. 

SM:    So,  probably  the  number  three  lane. 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  about  how  fast  you  were  going? 
LV:    I  was  going  about  55. 
SM:    Traffic  was  flowing  pretty  good  then? 
LV:  Right. 

SM:    You  were  the  only  person  in  your  car?  No  other  passengers? 
LV:  Right. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  where  you  were  when  the  earth  ...  when  you  first  noticed 
anything  wrong? 

LV:    I  don't  remember  exactly  where  I  was.   I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.   So,  I 
was  trying  to  get  over  to  the  right. 

SM:    What  made  you  ...  how  did  it  feel?  What  made  you  think  something  was 
wrong? 

LV:    It  felt  like  the  right  side  of  my  car  tipped. 

SM:    Was  it,  did  you  feel  any  kind  of  a  shaking  motion  up  and  down,  or  was  it 
just  like  a  pull  to  the  right,  or  how  would  you  describe  the  movement? 

LV:    It  just  felt  like  it  just  dropped  like  the  front  side  just  fell  over.  I 
never  had  a  flat  tire  but  that  is  what  it  made  me  feel  like.   I  didn't 
feel  any  shaking  or  anything  then. 

SM:    Why  don't  you  just  go  ahead  and  describe  the  next  several  seconds,  from 
there,  until  the  time  you  stopped  for  me.   What  happened,  what  you  felt, 
how  you  came  to  a  stop? 

LV:    I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire,  so  I  was  trying  to  get  over  in  my  right 
lane.   I  looked  behind  me  to  see  how  the  traffic  was  and  I  noticed  that 
all  the  cars  had  stopped  behind  me.  They  were  just,  they  were  stopped. 
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Then,  I  looked  to  the  left  of  me  and  a  station  wagon  was  coming  into  my 
lane.   Like,  first  I  thought  she  was  just  cutting  into  my  lane  and  I 
thought  I  had  a  flat,  so  I  got  nervous  and  I  slowed  down.   She  kept  going, 
and  I  didn't  get  all  the  way  over  to  the  right  before  I  stopped.   When  I 
looked  in  front  of  me  I  saw,  there  was  like  a  crack  but  it  didn't  faze  me 
what  had  happened.    It  was  going  up  and  down. 

SM:    So,  it  was  going  the  same  direction  as  the  traffic  lane? 

LV:    Right.   Then,  I  looked  behind  me  again  and  that's  when  ...  I  saw  that  the 
cars  had  stopped,  but  it  didn't  register  until  I  looked  again,  and  I 
noticed  that  there  was  no  cars  behind  me.   When  I  looked  in  front  again, 
the  little  crack  was  a  hole  and  so  I  guess  I  stopped.   I  didn't  stop 
really  fast,  I  couldn't  have  been  going  real  fast.    I  didn't  slam  on  my 
brakes  or  anything,  I  just  slowed  all  the  way  to  a  stop.    I  just  ...  I 
don't  know  what  I  felt,  then  I  just  put  my  car  in  reverse.  My  tire  was 
like  in  a  little  crack  or  in  that  hole,  I  guess,  and  I  ...  'cause  I  put  my 
foot  on  the  gas,  when  I  put  it  in  reverse  and  it  wouldn't  go.    It  was 
stuck,  so  I  pushed  the  gas  pedal  all  the  way  to  the  floor  and  I  went  in 
reverse  real  fast. 

SM:    About  how  far  do  you  think  you  backed  up? 

LV:    I  backed  up  all  the  way  to  where  the  cars  were  stopped,  it  was  pretty 
far.    I'm  not  ... 

SM:    Maybe  if  you  can  picture  a  distance  that  you  might  be  familiar  with,  maybe 
a  football  field,  half  of  a  football  field,  a  city  block,  some  kind  of  ... 

LV:    I'd  say  maybe  about  a  city  block. 

SM:    So,  you  backed  all  the  way  up  and  then  you  just  left  your  car  there  where 
the  other  cars  were  stopped? 

LV:    I  guess  I  didn't  get  all  the  way  to  where  the  cars  were  when  I  stopped  my 
car.   There  was  a  man  in  a  white  car  on  the  right  of  me  and  he  was 
flagging  me  to  back  up  more  because  the  crack  was  still  coming. 

SM:    So,  the  freeway  was  cracking  backwards?  As  you  were  backing  up,  it  was 
moving  towards  you? 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    How  was  it  splitting?  Was  it  widening  up  across  the  lanes  or  just 
splitting  the  same  direction  as  the  traffic  was? 

LV:    It  was  widening.   First,  it  was  like  a  small  crack,  I  don't  even  know  how 
big,  maybe  a  couple  inches  or  something,  then  it  looked  like  a  hole.  But 
it  was  like  it  was  following  me  as  I  was  reversing.   It  was  still  cracking 
and  it  was  getting  longer  and  wider. 

SM:    So,  the  crack  was  widening  both  width  wise  and  length  wise  at  the  same 
time.   Continue  on  ...  you  were  backing  up  and  you  saw  a  man  in  a  white 
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car  keep  waving  you  back  further? 

LV:    Right  and  so  I  backed  up  as  far  as  I  could  and  ...  right  in  front  of  the 
last  car.  Then,  as  soon  as  I  stopped  my  car,  everything  that  was  in  front 
of  me  dropped.   It  wasn't  there  anymore.   I  don't  ...  if  I  ...  I  don't 
remember  actually  seeing  it  falling,  but  it  was  there  one  second  and  it 
was  gone  the  next  second.   I  think  the  lady  that  was  to  the  left  of  me  in 
the  brown  station  wagon,  because  she  kept  going  and  I  think  she  sped  up  a 
little  bit.   I  think  she  was  on  that  portion. 

SM:    It  just  fell? 

LV:    It  just  fell.   It  doesn't  seem  like  it  was  like  real  gradual,  like  it  took 
a  couple  of  minutes  or  something.   It  like  just  fell. 

SM:    Then  what  happened? 

LV:    I  sat  in  my  car.  After  it  fell,  'cause  I  was  trying  to  get  something  on 
the  radio,  then  I  heard  a  D.  J.  say  "did  you  feel  that."   So,  I  think 
that's  when  I  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake.   Then,  my  car  was 
bouncing  back  and  forth  sideways.   I  don't  know  if  it  was  still  a  part  of 
the  earthquake,  because  I  didn't  feel  that  before,  or  if  it  was  because  it 
was  falling.   I'm  not  sure.  Then,  I  just  sat  in  my  car  for  a  while 
holding  onto  my  wheel  wondering  if  I  was  going  to  fall. 

SM:    What  time  did  you  get  out? 

LV:    It  felt  like  I  sat  in  my  car  for  a  long  time  and,  gosh,  I  guess,  I  don't 
know  how  long,  minutes.  Then,  people  started  getting  out  of  their  cars. 
I  think  it  was  an  emergency  crew  car,  I  don't  know,  it  wasn't  a  police  car 
but  the  way  he  talked,  it  sounded  like  it.   He  pulled  up,  I  don't  know, 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  maybe  not  even  that  long,  it  felt  like  it,  it 
felt  like  a  long  time.  He  pulled  up  like  one  car  length  in  front  of  me 
and  walked  in  front  of  his  car  and  said  "Jesus  Christ,  the  freeway,  call 
the  Coast  Guard,  call  the  ...  all  emergency  crews."  That's  when  I  knew 
something  really  bad  happened.   Then,  people  started  getting  out  of  their 
cars  and  walking  up  to  it.   I  sat  there  for  a  little  while,  and  then  I  got 
out  of  my  car.   I  talked  to  a  couple  in  the  car  behind  me.   It  was  a 
younger  couple.  Then,  I  walked  off  some  how.    I  have  a  really  hard  time 
remembering  how  I  walked  off,  it's  like  blank  to  me.   I  don't  remember.  I 
remember  I  walked  a  long  way.   I  don't  remember  how  I  went.   I  thought  I 
went  straight  ahead,  but  I  can  see  now  that  I  couldn't  have.   I  walked  a 
long  way  and  I  saw  the  fires,  the  dust  and  everything  and  I  guess  I  walked 
underneath  the  freeway.   I  went  back  ...  there's  like  old  houses  and  stuff 
on,  I  guess  that's  Cypress  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  freeway.    I  was 
like  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  freeway.   I  just  remembered  a  red  brick 
building  with  dark  windows,  and  there  was  a  lot  of  people  down  there. 

SM:    This  was  on  this  side  of  the  freeway  on  your  right  hand  side  or  the  west 
side  of  the  freeway? 

LV:    As  far  as  I  can  remember,  it  was  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  freeway. 
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SM:    That's  where  you  saw  the  red  brick  building? 
LV:  Right. 

SM:    As  you  were  walking  along,  then  what  happened? 

LV:    People  were  yelling  for  people  to  get  blankets  and  towels  out  of  their 
cars,  and  to  cover  the  people  and  get  them  away  from  the  freeway.  So, 
people  just  started  handing  me  blankets,  and  I  started  just  walking  people 
over  to  a  little  curb  on  the  side  away  from  the  freeway.    I  did  that  for  a 
while  and  I  just  was  walking  around  talking  to  the  people  that  were 
sitting  down.    I  was  trying  to  find  a  phone.    I  was  looking  in  the  cars 
for  a  car  phone  or  something  to  call,  because  there  were  no  ambulances 
there  yet.    I  couldn't  get  to  a  phone,  so  I  just  started  moving  people  to 
the  side  of  the  freeway.    I  did  that  for  a  long  time.   Then,  I  saw  one 
girl  coming  down  the  ladder  and  she  looked  like  she  was  blank.   Her  eyes 
were  all  glazed  and  everything.   There  were  people  at  the  top  ...  some  ... 
a  truck  came  by,  I  think  it  was  a  construction  truck  or  something,  and 
they  put  a  ladder  up.   They  ...  a  bunch  of  people  started  running  up  there 
and  helping  people,  I  don't  know  if  they  were  getting  them  down. 

SM:    This  was  from  the  top  deck? 

LV:    The  top  deck,  from  the  street  right  there  from  the  right  hand  side. 

That's  when  I  saw  i  this  one  girl  that  I  took  to  the  hospital.  I 

helped  her  down  the  ladder  and  I  sat  her  on  the  curb. 

SM:    This  is  the  one  that  had  the  blank  look  on  her  face? 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  her  last  name? 
LV: 

SM:  Was  she  injured,  and  was  she  bleeding  at  all  or  any  other 

outward  signs  of  injury? 

LV:    Her  lip  was  swollen  and  it  was  bleeding  and  her  hand  was  cut  up.   She  had 
like  glass,  little  pieces  of  glass  all  over  her  arms  and  on  her  face.  I 
went  up  the  ladder  and  I  helped  her  down  and  I  sat  her  on  the  side.   I  was 
talking  to  her  but  she  ...  later,  I  found  out  she  had  a  concussion.  She 
didn't  know  her  name  or  where  she  lived  or  anything.   She  didn't  know  what 
was  going  on.   So,  I  sat  her  there,  and  I  went  and  was  talking  to  the 
people  who  were  sitting  on  the  side,  and  then  I  saw  _    .  That's 

when  I  saw  her  and  she  was  standing  by  the  freeway  and  she  was  just  like 
walking  in  a  circle  like  looking  up.  So,  I  went  in  and  told  her  to  come 
over  to  the  side  and  she  said,  "that's  my  car  up  there."  Her  car  was  on 
fire  on  the  side. 

SM:    How  ...  what  kind  of  injuries  did  she  have  or  appear  to  have? 

LV:    She  had  a  cut  across  her  neck  which  looked  like  to  me  it  was  from  the  seat 
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belt.   It  was  like  a  deep  cut  and  it  was  bleeding,  her  leg  was  swollen 
like  a  balloon.    I  remember  that.   I  don't  remember  ...  those  are  the  two 
things  that  stuck  out  in  my  head  were  her  neck  and  her  leg,  but  she  wasn't 
like  bleeding  a  lot  or  anything. 

SM:    So,  you  sat  her  down  next  to  or  you  put  them  in  the  same  place? 

LV:    Right.  Then,  I  walked  into  the  brick  building.    I  walked  down  to  see  if  I 
could  get  to  a  phone,  and  they  said  they  were  all  out.   So,  I  walked  back 
and  I  was  ..  wanted  her  purse  ...  she  kept  saying,  "my  purse", 

because  she  couldn't  remember  her  name.   So,  I  just  talked  with  her  for  a 
long  time  and  I  kept  asking  her  questions.  Where  were  you  coming  fr«»? 
Where  do  you  live?  Then,  she  was  telling  me  she  lived  in  C"  . and 

I  had  no  idea  where  that  was  and  she  said  I  remember 

there  is  I  Alameda.   So,  I  asked  her,  and  she  got  all 

excited,  because  that  is  where  she  lived,  in  ..  Then,  I  heard  an 

ambulance,  and  I  could  hear  that  the  ambulance  was  coming  down  from  where 
my  car  was,  and  there  was  a  ramp,  I  guess  a  piece  that  had  fallen  into  a 
ramp,  and  I  realized  that  I  could  get  to  my  car.   It  was  still  up  there. 
So,  I  started  to  walk  them  up  and  a  lady  came  in  and  she  said,  "I  don't 
think  that  you  should  be  walking  around",  and  I  said,  "There's  no 
ambulances  here.   By  the  time  they  get  to  these  people,  people  are 
dying."  There  were  people  already,  that  had  died  already  laying  on  the 
street  and  on  the  ramp.  So,  I  walked  them  up  the  ramp,  and  I  asked  the 
guy  in  the  ambulance,  how  I  could  get  my  car  off.   He  told  me  not  to, 
because  the  structure  wasn't  safe.   I  just  said,  "well  how  did  you  get  on, 
because  I  would  really  like  to  take  them  to  the  hospital."  So,  he  told  me 
to  just  turn  my  car  around  and  go  off  on  the  on-ramp  and  I  don't  know 
where  that  is  that  I  got  off. 

SM:    I  would  guess  that  you  probably  got  off  right  here  at  the  Cypress 

off -ramp,  right  around  34th  Street  here.  That  would  have  been  the  only 
exit  that  would  have  been  close  before  the  break.   When  you  walked  ...  did 
you  walk  both  the  victims  back  up  to  your  car? 

LV:  Yes. 

SM:   They  all  got  on  the  upper  deck  in  your  car  and  then  you  turned  around  and 
drove  off. 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    Where  did  you  go  from  there? 

LV:    I  don't  remember  driving,  but  I  went  to  Kaiser.    I  got  to  Kaiser  and  I 
tool  "       in  there. 

SM:  Kaiser? 

LV:    Kaiser  in  Oakland. 

SM:    Kaiser  in  Oakland?  Did  you  know  how  to  get  there,  were  you  familiar  with 
it? 
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LV:    I'm  new  at  driving.    I'm  really  bad  with  directions.   That's  blank  to  me. 
I  don't  know  how  I  got  there.   I  think  about  it  now.   It  was  just  like  ... 

SM:    Did  she  know  how  to  get  there? 

LV:  No. 

SM:    You  just  got  there? 

LV:    I  just  got  there.    I  don't  know  what  streets,  I  don't  know,  exactly,  where 
I  got  off,  because  if  I  get  off  the  freeway  somewhere,  I  don't  know  where 
I  am.    If  I  get  off  at  the  wrong  exit. 

SM:    So,  you  went  to  ...  you  dropped  her  off  at  Kaiser? 

LV:    I  went  to  Kaiser.   There  weren't  any  ambulances  or  anything  there  yet. 

So,  I  think  we  were  probably  the  first  ones  there,  and  I  walked  her  in  and 
a  nurse  came  and  they  took  her  in.   I  asked  them  to  make  sure  they  let  me 
know  so  I  can  make  sure  that  she  got  home.  They  told  me  not  to  worry 
about  it.  ,  because  she  couldn't  remember  anything,  and  I  knew  she 

lived  on  which  is  a  block  from  Alameda  Hospital.  She  didn't  seem 

like  she  had  broken  bones  or  anything,  we  took  her  to  Alameda.   She  said 
she  wanted  to  go,  she  wanted  her  husband.   So,  I  asked  her  ...  she  said 
just  drive,  I  live  real  close  to  the  hospital.   So,  I  drove  up  a  block  and 
a  half  and  she  said,  "that's  my  house",  so  I  ran  in  and  got  her  husband 
and  took  her  to  the  hospital. 

SM:    So,  you  managed  to  get,  to  find  your  way  back  to  Alameda.   Do  you  remember 
even  how  you  went?  How  you  got  back  al  1  the  way  to  Al  ameda? 

LV:    I  know  I  went  through  the  tube,  I  don't  remember  anything  else.  I 
remember  going  down  Broadway  and  seeing  people  laughing  "did  you  feel 
that"  like  they  didn't  realize  it  was  such  a  major  thing.   I  remember  the 
traffic  lights  were  out.   I  got  close  to  the  tube,  and  I  asked  someone  if 
the  tube  was  OK.  and  they  said  they  weren't  sure.   So,  I  sat  outside  for  a 
few  minutes  and  a  couple  of  cars  went  through.    I  feel  awful  now,  but  as 
soon  as  they  went  through,  then  I  went  and  it  was  pretty  dark  in  there. 

SM:    So,  you  dropped  her  off  then  at  Alameda  Hospital  and  then  you  came  on 
home? 

LV:  Yeah. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  what  time  you  got  home?  About  how  long  afterwards  it  took 
you  to  ... 

LV:  I  think  it  was  about  7:30,  'cause  my  husband  was  waiting  up  for  me. 

SM:  Oh,  yes,  he  probably  was  worried  about  where  you  were? 

LV:  He  knew  where  I  was,  yeah. 

SM:  At  the  time  that  you  were  up  on  the  structure,  besides  the  lady  in  the 
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brown  station  wagon  that  you  saw  pass  you,  then  you  never  saw  her  again  so 
maybe  she  dropped  with  that  section,  do  you  recall  anybody  else?  What 
happened  to  any  of  the  cars  around  you?  Do  they  look  like  they  all  got 
off  or  they  were  all  safe? 

LV:    When  ...  I  didn't  know  what  happened  to  them  when  I  was  walking  off.  I 
don't  really  remember  what  happened  to  the  people.   I  know  they  were 
getting  out  of  their  cars.   I  don't  know  which  way  they  walked,  but  I  know 
when  I  went  back  up  to  my  car,  there  was  only  a  little  white  car  behind  my 
car  and  a  truck,  a  truck  on  the  right  of  the  white  car.  That  was  it  and 
there  was  a  lot  of  cars  that  had  stopped  there.   I  think  they  realized 
that  they  could  get  off  by  turning  around. 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  accidents  behind  you  at  all? 

LV:  No. 

SM:    Any  collisions  that  were  caused  by  everybody  stopping  or  anything  behind 
you? 

LV:    No.  The  cars  had  stopped  so  far  behind  me  that  I  didn't  see  what  happened 
then.   I  think  maybe  they  realized  what  it  was  and  they  stopped,  and  I 
didn't  have  any  idea. 

SM:    Let  me  just  go  back  over  my  questions  to  make  sure  that  I  covered 

everything.  The  other  rescue  people  that  you  saw,  that  you  said  they 
weren't  police,  but  they  were  in  a  white  van  or  station  wagon? 

LV:    I  just  remember  a  white  car  like  a,  I'm  not  even  good  with  makes,  kind  of 
like  a  square,  small  car. 

SM:    Like  a  government  like  car? 

LV:    Yeah,  and  there  was  someone  in  the  car  with  this  man,  because  he  was 
yelling.   I  think  he  was  yelling  at  him  or  he  was  just  yelling.   So  ... 
just  the  way  that  he  was  talking  that  made  me  think  that  he  was  maybe  ... 

SM:    Were  they  dressed  in  business  suits,  or  do  you  recall  uniforms  or 
anything? 

LV:    I  don't  remember  what  he  had  on.   I  was  remembering  a  man  with  a  dark 

beard,  but  I  think  that  might  have  even  been  someone  that  came  later  with 
the  ambulance  or  something. 

SM:    This  was  the  car  that  came  up  after  you  had  stopped? 

LV:  Right,  and  it  was  a  little  while  after  that.  It  wasn't  right  away.  It 
wasn't  like  he  ...  to  me  it  didn't  seem  like  he  was  on  the  freeway.  It 
was  like  he  ... 

SM:    How  about  the  ambulance  that  you  saw?   It  was  actually  on  the  freeway  and 
then  came  down  the  ramp,  when  you  saw  it,  when  you  were  walking  back  up  to 
your  car?  Or  was  it  on  Cypress  Street  when  you  saw  it? 
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LV:    It  was  before  the  ramp.   It  was,  because  we  had  walked  up  the  ramp,  and  as 
soon  as  I  got  up  after  the  ramp  then  I  saw  it. 

SM:    So,  it  was  already  on  the  freeway  then  ...  it  stopped. 

LV:  Right. 

SM:    I  think  that's  about  it.   You  also,  I  think  when  I  spoke  with 

you  called  on  her  later  and  checked  on  her  to  make  sure  how  she 

was? 

LV:    Yeah,  I  had  a  really  hard  time  finding  her,  because  I  just  knew  what  she 
was  wearing  and  what  her  name  was.   So,  I  just  called  all  the  hospitals. 
I  thought  they  transferred  her.   Someone  from  Kaiser,  that  I  had  been 
talking  with,  told  me  he  thought  he'd  found  her  and  he'd  have  her  call 
me.   Then,  he  called  me  and  said  it  was  the  wrong  person.   Then,  when  I 
talked  to  CHP,  they  called  me,  they  gave  me  a  lady's  name  and  I  said  her 
name  wasn't  I  remember  the  first  name  very 

distinctly,  and  we  thought  we  found  her,  and  it  wasn't  her  then  that  night 
she  called  me.   She  said  someone  from  Kaiser  called  her  and  told  her  that 
I  was  looking  for  her. 

SM:  How  about  did  you  ever  get  in  touch  with  her  again  or  ... 

LV:  Yes. 

SM:  You  called  her? 

LV:  Yes,  I  keep  in  touch  with  both  of  them. 

SM:  This  time  we're  going  to  go  ahead  and  terminate  the  interview. 


AlIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  inc-293 


W-51,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski,  # 

7739,  on  November  22,  1989,  at  approximately  1350  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SK:    Investigator  Steve  Kowalewski,  CHP 
SV: 

SK:    I  guess  someone  contacted  you  earlier  and  said  that  you  were  northbound 


SV:    We  were  northbound  and  we  actually  came  up,  not  the  Grand  Street  exit  or 
on-ramp,  but  the  next  one,  I  think  it's  like  the  46th  Street  or  ... 

SK:    32nd  Street  probably. 

SV:    Yeah,  32nd  Street.   We  went  up  that  and  I  was  driving  and  there  was  very 
little  traffic  on  the  span.   We  were  very  surprised  and  that's  why  we  took 
that  route  expecting  ...  we  were  downtown  and  we  were  going  to  come  up  off 
Broadway,  and  then  pick  up  the  880  there  and  go  through.   Our  office  is  in 
Emeryville  and  ...  so,  to  maybe  cut  through  that  we  decided  to  go  through 
town  and  pick  up  the  32nd  Street  on-ramp.   Very  little  traffic  and  we  got 
down  to  the  north  end  right  before  the  last  overpass,  which  I'm  not  sure 
what  overpass  that  is.    I  believe  it's  coming  down  from  Highway  24  or 
something. 

SK:    I'm  familiar  with  there. 

SV:    All  of  a  sudden,  we  thought  like  everybody  else,  that  we  had  ...  I  thought 
actually  the  car  was  getting  caught  in  some  grooves  on  the  ...  because 
there  was  a  section  that  had  some,  not  potholes,  but  it  wasn't  really  in 
great  shape,  where  everyone  merges  going  to  Berkeley  or  going  to  San 
Francisco,  and  I  thought  I  was  just  caught  in  some  grooves.  Then  all  of  a 
sudden,  it  was  like  a  trampoline  there  for  a  few  seconds,  and  some  cement 
was  falling  and  we  didn't  even  see  the  span  collapse  behind  us.    We  had 
about,  oh,  six  cars  in  front  of  us.   Everyone  stopped  obviously. 

SK:    At  what  point  did  you  realize  it  was  an  earthquake,  or  did  you? 

SV:    I  just  yelled  earthquake.   After  about  four  seconds,  I  realized  that  it 
was  an  earthquake.   Went  from  thinking  we  had  four  ...  we're  in  grooves  on 
the  road,  to  four  flat  tires  to  hey,  it's  an  earthquake. 

SK:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  roadway?  Do  you  remember  it  being  more 
side  to  side,  or  up  and  down,  or  could  you  really  tell? 

SV:    Side  to  side. 

SK:    It  was  a  definite  side  to  side? 

SV:    Yeah,  in  the  beginning,  it  was  side  to  side  and  then  it  was  up  and  down. 
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SK:    Afterwards?  Then  after  you  stopped  your  car,  did  you  know  the  freeway  was 
collapsed  behind  you  then  or  could  you  tell? 

SV:    No,  I  couldn't  tell.   Didn't  hear  it,  couldn't  see  it  at  all. 

SK:    So,  how  far  down  the  connecter  were  you? 

SV:    We  were,  we  had  about  maybe  100  or  150  feet  to  go. 

SK:    That's  as  descriptive  I  think  we  need  to  get  on  this.  was  your 

passenger? 

SV:  He  was  my  passenger. 

SK:  Could  I  get  a  description  of  your  car? 

SV:  Yes,  it's  a  white  ,  year  is  an  '87. 

SK:  Do  you  know  the  license  on  it,  sir? 

SV: 

SK:  I  can  find  that  out.   Is  it  registered  in  your  name? 

SV:    It's  registered  in  my  name,  right.   I  don't  think  it's  ready  to  be 
repossessed,  or  hopefully  they  don't  have  any  warrants  on  me  ... 

SK:    No  ...  you  say  it's  a  320? 

SV: 

SK:    I  think  we  just  wanted  a  brief  description  like  that  and  I  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  time  and  I'll  get  a  hold  of  on  Monday. 

SV:  Super. 

SK:    Thank  you  very  much. 
SV:   Thank  you.   Bye,  bye. 
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W-52,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  20.  1989,  at  approximately  1625  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

.  Berkeley,   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wonq.  CHP 
JW: 

PW:  could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name 

please. 

JW: 

PW:    What  is  your  current  address  right  now, 

JW:    Do  you  need  the  ZIP 

Code? 

PW:  No. 

JW:  OK. 

PW:    Your  home  phone  number  there? 
JW: 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth? 
JW: 

PW:    Is  it  correct  your  driver's  license  i 
JW:    That  is  correct. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  take  you  back  to  October  17,  1989,  the  day  of  the 

earthquake.   Just  before  the  earthquake,  where  were  you  at  that  time? 
Where  were  you  in  your  vehicle  on  this  ... 

JW:    I  had,  just  prior  to  the  earthquake,  I  was  driving  from  Berkeley  to  the 
East  Bay  Vivarium,  which  is  the  first  building  (actually  its  a  small 
collection  of  buildings)  but  its  the  first  building  off  the  Cypress 
off -ramp. 

PW:    Is  this  on  the  west  Cypress? 

JW:    It's  on  the  right. 

PW:    Which  is  the  west  side  ... 

JW:    It's  on  the  west  side  of  the  freeway,  right.   So,  I  had  just  pulled  off 
the  Cypress  Street  off -ramp  and  ...  so  I  had  just  pulled  off  the  Cypress 
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Street  off -ramp  and  probably  not  even  a  hundred  yards  from  the  bottom  of 
the  off-ramp,  is  the  driveway  or  the  entrance  to  the  Vivarium's  parking 
lot.   So,  I  tooled  down  the  off -ramp  and  made  a  right  hand  turn  into  their 
parking  lot.   Pulled  my  car  up  to  the  front  of  the  building  and  got  out  of 
my  car. 

PW:    You  were  on  Interstate  880  at  that  time? 
JW:    880,  right.    I  had  just  pulled  off  880. 
PW:    You  travel  this  route  often? 

JW:    Well,  no  not  frequently  but  frequently  enough  because  ...  to  the  Vivarium 
once  a  month  or  every  couple  of  weeks. 

PW:    Do  you  know  what  traffic  conditions  was  like  at  that  time? 

JW:    Traffic  was  remarkably  light  at  that  time. 

PW:    Is  that  kind  a  unusual? 

JW:    Now,  as  I  think  about  it,  it  was  a  little  lighter  than  usual,  because  I'm 
coming  from  80  and  so  normally  I  have  to  get  into,  over  into  my  right  hand 
lane  from  80  and  it  was  very  easy  to  do.   I  didn't  have  to  really  jockey 
with  any  of  the  cars  to  do  that.   I  was  just,  clear  sailing  right  over. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  how  fast  traffic  was  moving  at  that  time? 

JW:    I  may  have  been,  if  I  wasn't  doing  the  speed  limit,  I  may  have  been  doing 
60  mph  and  it  was  going  along. 

PW:  The  traffic  was  light? 

JW:  It  was  light  and  it  was  moving  along  at  the  speed  limit  or  greater. 

PW:  How  long  after  you  got  off  Interstate  880,  did  the  earthquake  started? 

JW:  I  would  guess  less  than  10  seconds. 

PW:  So,  at  that  time  did  you  park  your  car  or  ... 

JW:  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  a  earthquake  when  I  got  out  of  my  car,  so  I 
pulled  my  car  into  the  lot.  So,  the  front  of  my  car  was  facing  west. 

PW:   Away  from  the  Interstate? 

JW*    Away  from  the  freeway,  correct.   When  I  got  out  of  my  car,  I  got  out  on 
the  driver's  side,  and  I  was  facing  north  and  facing  north  to  me  (cause 
the  building  is  an  L  shape)  was  a  very  large  plate  glass  window.  As  I  got 
out  of  my  car,  I  noticed  the  window  was  billowing  ... 

PW:    Was  that  the  first  indication  something  wasn't  right? 
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JW:    That  was  the  first  indication  that  something  wasn't  right  and  I  was 
immediately  (that  was  upon  stepping  out  of  my  car)  ... 

PW:    What  happened   fter  that,  when  you  saw  the  plate  glass  window  kind  of  move 
back  and  forth? 

JW:    My  first  reaction  instantly  was,  I  thought  somebody  might  be  pushing 

furniture  up  against  the  window.   My  thought  was,  "wow,  they're  pushing  it 
awfully  hard,  it's  going  to  shatter  if  they  push  it  any  harder."  Then,  of 
course  that  happened  in  less  than  a  second,  and  then  I  felt  the  ground 
heave  quite  violently  underneath  me.   So,  I  got  behind  my  car  because 
there  were  plate  glass  windows.   Again,  when  I  pulled  my  car  into  this 
lot,  I  was  facing  these  plate  glass  windows.    I  realized  there  was  an 
earthquake  going  on  and  it  was  not  a  tremor. 

PW:    When  you  said  the  ground  heaved,  what  kind  of  motion  are  you  talking 
about? 

JW:    It  shook  me  violently,  not  off  my  feet,  but  I  got  down  immediately,  I  was 


PW:    Was  that  up  and  down  or  side  to  side  motion? 
JW:    A  side  motion. 
PW:    From  west  or  east? 

JW:    I  really  can't  recall  any  details,  but  it  was  definitely  a  side  to  side 
rocking.   So,  I  immediately  got  down  on  my  hands  and  knees,  crawled  behind 
my  car  to  get  away  from  the  plate  glass  windows  and  ...  and  kind  of  ducked 
and  covered  and  looked  the  other  way,  which  meant  I  was  looking  east, 
looking  at  the  freeway,  keeping  my  face  away  as  much  glass  as  I  could. 
I'm  not  quite  sure  in  what  instant,  I  either  heard  the  sound  of  concrete 
breaking  up  or  saw  pieces  of  concrete  starting  to  shoot  from  the  joints  in 
the  upper  deck.    I  don't  know  which  happened  first.   Either  I  started 
hearing  a  crumble  or  rumble,  or  maybe  that's  what  happened  first,  then  I 
noticed,  because  it  was  a  low  rumble  like  a  thunderous  rumble,  a 
thunderous  rolling  rumbling.   Then,  I  noticed  that  there  was  concrete 
shooting  from  the  joints.    I  wish  I  could  draw  a  picture,  but  on  a  tape  it 
won't  help.   But  underneath,  say  your  second  deck  is  about  yeah  thick  and 
the  joints  go  up  the  side,  well  right  from  the  bottom  of  the  freeway  where 
those  pillars  were,  those  vertical  pillars  come  up,  started  to  see 
concrete  shooting  out  and  dust  coming  from  that. 

PW:    That's  between  the  lower  deck  and  the  top  deck? 

JW:    Between  the  lower  deck  and  the  top  deck,  but  essentially  joining  the  lower 
part  of  the  top  deck.   So,  if  here's  your  deck  and  you've  got  this  pillar 
that  comes  all  the  way  up  like  so,  it  started  breaking  right  at  the  lower 
section  of  the  top  deck. 

PW:    The  bottom  portion  of  the  top  deck? 
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JW:    The  top  deck,  right. 

PW:    You  indicated  by  the  book,  illustrating  that  was  right  at  the  lower  edge 
of  the  top  deck,  where  it  started  breaking  from? 

JW:    Um-hum.  Exactly. 

PW:    Did  it  completely  shatter  or  did  it  just  slowly  crumble  apart  or  ... 

JW:    Well,  it's  hard  to  judge  time  in  that  instant.   But  it  seemed  like 

literally,  I  mean  I  noticed  that  happening  and  within  a  split  second,  the 
entire  section  as  you  recall,  that  section  right  there  was  the  section 
that  completely  sandwiched.   It  didn't  break  into  pieces,  it  just 
completely  slapped  closed,  and  what  it  appears  happened  is  that  the 
pillars  pushed  outward,  and  the  top  section  just  came  straight  down.  That 
happened  in  a  split  second. 

PW:    That's  after  the  crumbling  and  the  shattering? 

JW:    A  little  bit  of  shattering,  there  was  just  a  short  time  with  some  chips 
coming  out.   I  witnessed  what  I  perceived  as  the  joints  breaking,  and  I 
realized  that  the  freeway  was  coming  down  before  it  was  coming  down,  when 
I  saw  ... 

PW:    You  indicate  with  your  right  hand  some  wave  motion,  what  would  that 
represent? 

JW:    Well,  it  was  the  action  of  the  freeway  against  ...  because  here  was  the 
joint  and  there  was  this  going  on  and  there  was  the  concrete  shooting 
out.  Of  course,  we  can't  see  this  on  the  tape,  but  there  was  definitely 
...  you  could  see  the  top  layer  fluctuating  separate  from  the  pillars  that 
were  holding  it  up. 

PW:    Was  this  a  side  motion  against  the  support  structure? 

JW:    It  was  not  ...  I  didn't  notice  as  much  of  a  swaying  as  a  jiggling.   It  was 
much  more  of  a  vibrating  than  an  actual  swaying. 

PW:    Like  an  up  and  down? 

JW:    Yeah,  but  it  was  more  a  vibrating.  Then,  I  mean,  in  an  instant  it  was 
horrific  and  again  the  details  are  not  that  clear  to  me,  except  that  I  do 
recall  the  freeway  coming  straight  down.  So  ... 

PW:    In  that  particular  location,  you  said  that  the  top  deck  just  instead  of 
crumbling  like  dominos,  the  whole  piece  just  came  down? 

JW:    Just  came  down  flat  crash  in  one  big  heap. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  any  other  motion  on  the  freeway  before  that  section 
collapsed? 

JW:    I  mean  I  was  in  motion.   I  was  against  the  ground  so  everything  was 
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shaking,  but  I  didn't  ...  if  there  was  any  motion  it  could  have  been  as 
much  me  moving  as  the  freeway.   I  really  don't  remember  enough  to  go  into 
... 

PW:    Were  you  hurt  at  all? 
JW:  No. 

PW:    What  happened  after  the  collapse  of  the  top  structure? 

JW:    That  I  recall  and  I  was  in  shock  psychologically.    I  was  in  shock  and  had 
my  hand  over  my  mouth  and  was  definitely  in  shock.   People  ran  out  of 
Vivarium,  or  who  had  been  standing  possibly  in  the  doorway,  came  out  onto 
the  lot.    I  noticed  immediately  that  there  was  a  car  maybe  50  feet  to  my 
left  that  seemed  to  have  been  thrown  from  the  freeway,  or  had  to  avoid  a 
head  on  or  whatever  had  come  off  the  freeway  and  had  spun  out  ... 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  kind  of  car  that  was? 

JW:    It  was  a  brown,  it  was  not  a  late  model  car,  it  may  have  been  early  80 's 
or  late  70' s.    I  don't  remember  what  ... 

PW:    Literally  came  off  the  freeway? 

JW:    No,  I  didn't  watch  it  come  off,  but  I  saw  it  upside  down  and  then  smoke. 
It  had  gone  through  the  fence,  the  cyclone  fencing.   There  was  no  one  in 
it  that  I  could  tell.   It  appeared  to  be  empty.   So,  it  it  seemed  to  have 
veered  off  and  spun  on,  either  had  been  thrown  off  or  veered  off  and  spun 
a  few  times.    I  noticed  that  instantly  and  then  also  to  my  right 
approximately  200  feet,  there  was  another  car  that  had  been  thrown  off, 
what  appeared  to  be  the  upper  deck,  or  again  had  swerved  off  the  upper 
deck.   That  was  upside  down  and  there  were  people  around  that.  There  were 
people  in  the  car.    I  found  out  later  that  there  was  a  family  in  there, 
and  that  the  man  was  dead,  and  that  the  woman  and  children  had  escaped. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  what  car  or  make? 

JW:    I  don't  remember  what  kind  a  car  that  was. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 

JW:    I  don't  remember  the  color.    I  was  down  the  road  a  little,  a  couple 
hundred  feet  and  there  was  enough  going  on  right  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    You  stated  previously  to  Sergeant  James  that  the  structure  didn't  come 
down  until  the  last  two  or  three  seconds  of  the  quake.   Is  that  about 
right? 

JW:    Yeah,  that  sounds  about  right. 

PW:    The  whole  earthquake  lasted,  to  your  estimate,  about  15  seconds? 

JW:    I  wasn't  counting.   I  was  infinite,  when  you're  being  shaken  around  so  I 
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know  that  the  facts  are  that  it  lasted  15  seconds,  but  in  it,  I  didn't  go 
"aw,  this  was  15  seconds!"   I  had  no  concept  of  the  time  at  that  point 
but,  yeah,  definitely  the  ground  was  shaking  and  the  last  thing  that 
occurred  was  that  the  freeway  collapsed  and  there  was  no  shaking  after 
that.   When  ...  I  got  up  immediately  when  it  came  down  and  the  ground  had 
stopped  shaking  so  ... 

PW:    What  other  vehicles  did  you  observe  that  collided  with  the  collapsed 
structure? 

JW:    There  was  a  van  which  looked  like  a  van  pool  van  of  some  sort.   A  light 
blue  or  two  tone  blue  van. 

PW:    North  or  southbound? 

JW:    It  was  southbound  on  the  lower  deck  and  it  had  crashed  into  a  section  that 
had  come  down,  so  it  had  crashed  into  the  upper  section  that  had  come 
down. 

PW:    When  you  said  section,  was  this  a  crossbeam  or  like  a  ... 

JW:    The  freeway  itself.  The  slab  itself  that  had  come  down.  Went  straight 
into  that. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  if  the  people  were  hurt  pretty  in  it? 
JW:    I  think  almost  everybody  in  there  was  dead. 
PW:    This  was  a  large  van? 

JW:    A  large  van,  I  think  there  were  seven  or  eight  people  in  the  van.   I  think 
there  were  three  survivors. 

PW:    I  think  you  might  be  referring  to  the  car  pool  van  with  the  nurses. 

JW:    It  was  all  women,  that's  right.  Then,  a  car  rear  ended  that  which  I  do 
recall  as  a  black  Datsun  240Z. 

PW:    Rear  ended  the  van? 

JW:    Yeah,  it  was  a  late  model,  a  mid-80's,  240Z. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  ask  you  to  back  track  a  little.   Before  the  van  struck  the 
portion  of  the  structure  that  collapsed,  did  you  notice  how  fast  the  van 
was  travelling? 

JW^  No,  I  didn't  even  see  the  vehicle. 

PW:  You  just  saw  it  after  impact? 

JW:  Yeah. 

PW:  Were  there  any  other  vehicles  around  the  240Z? 
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JW:    Those  were  the  two  main  ones  that  were  in  front  of  me.   Again,  there  were 
two  cars  that  were  thrown  onto  my  side.   Onto  the  west  side  of  the 
freeway.   One  around  50  feet  to  my  left  and  the  other  a  couple  hundred 
feet  to  my  right  that  were  visible.   That  were  clearly  visible.  There 
were  some  other  vehicles  up  top,  but  I  could  see  the  tops  of  them,  but 
they  weren't  what  was  in  my  line  of  vision.    I  was  literally  right  in 
front  of  the  van  and  the  car. 

PW:    Did  the  van  hit  the  structure  as  it  collapsed?  Did  it  appear  to  occur 
almost  at  the  same  time? 

JW:    Almost  simultaneously.   Yeah  almost  simultaneously. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  any  other  vehicle  on  the  Cypress  Street,  south  or  on  top  of 
the  freeway,  that  you  might  recall.   People  that  might  have  been  hurt  or 
trapped  or  anything  like  that? 

JW:    Not  on  Cypress  Street.   Cypress  Street  was  remarkably  clear.   On  the  upper 
structure,  there  were  people  climbing  down  from  the  upper  structure.  I 
really  didn't  pay  attention  to  the  type  of  vehicles  or  ... 

PW:    They  were  climbing  down  how?  With  ladders  or  what? 

JW:    Well,  some  of  them  were  coming  ...  it  wasn't  ...  the  part  that  was  down 
sandwiched  one  of  top  of  the  other,  people  were  j'umping  down  from  the  top 
structure.   Also,  there  were  almost  instantly,  or  not  instantly  but  within 
five  minutes,  there  were  people  with  forklifts  getting  up  to  the  more 
elevated  sections,  still  standing  of  the  Cypress  Structure,  helping  people 
down,  putting  ladders  up  and  what  have  you. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  people  that  were  trapped  in  their  car? 

JW:  No. 

PW:    Besides  the  jolting  motion  that  you  kind  a  describe  against  the  pillar, 
was  there  any  type  of  motion  you  recall  seeing  on  the  freeway  itself? 

JW:    No,  and  I  particularly  don't  recall  witnessing,  as  I  say,  any  swaying, 
radical  swaying  motion,  it  was  a  vibration  up  and  down. 

PW:    Against  the  support  pillars?   In  that  location? 

JW:  Um-hum. 

PW:    The  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  going  to  fall  was 
what?  The  crumbling  of  the  support  structure? 

JW:    I  think  it  was  ...  again,  I  think  it  was  almost  simultaneous.  The  sound 
of  concrete  rumbling,  which  didn't  sound  like  anything  like  I  had  ever 
heard  before.    I  knew  something  was  wrong  really  quickly  there.  Also, 
when  the  pieces  started  ...  I  mean  I  know  before  it  collapsed,  I  knew  it 
was  going  to  collapse.   Maybe  an  instant  before.   I  realized  that  it  was 
going,  because  I  never  seen  something  that  big  and  solid  start  falling 
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apart  or  shaking  like  that. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  particular  person  from  the  Cypress  Street  area  that 
really  went  and  helped  the  people  from  the  top  deck  or  the  lower  deck  on 
the  Cypress  Structure? 

JW:    There  were  some  people  there  ...  it's  a  thin  line  between  courage  and 

insanity  in  that  instant  ...  and  there  were  some  people  and  I  don't  really 
recall.   I  can  give  you  a  couple  of  recollections  but  they  were  up  there 
almost  instantly  on  the  second  deck. 

PW:    Do  you  know  where  they  came  from? 

JW:    I  don't  know  where  they  came  from.   Some  of  them  were  locals  or  it  seemed 
like,  if  they  weren't  locals,  they  had  gotten  out  of  work  in  the  area  or 
they  had  been  working  in  the  area.  There  were  two  young  kids  and  when  I 
say  young,  they  may  have  been  14  or  13.  They  looked  like  young  teenagers 
at  most. 

PW:    What  nationality  were  they? 

JW:    Both  of  them  were  Caucasian  and  I  noticed  them  running  around  a  lot,  and 
carrying  things,  and  running  back  and  just  noticing  them.   Wow,  talk  about 
two  courageous  kids.   Maybe  they're  just  not  stuck  in  their  fear  as  adults 
are.   This  was  almost  an  adventure  for  them  in  a  way.   I  noticed  that  they 
were  being  very  active. 

PW:    Do  you  think  they  could  have  come  from  the  Vivarium? 

JW:    No.   I  know  they  didn't.   I  don't  know  that  they  didn't,  I  got  the 

impression  that  maybe  there  was  maybe  an  adult  supervisor  with  them,  a 
father  or  something  like  that.   They  could  have  been  in  the  Vivarium,  but 
I  didn't  get  that  impression. 

PW:    Any  other  people  that  you  might  recall? 

JW:    There  was  some  people  who,  there  was  a  gentlemen  of  African  descent, 
black,  or  whatever  word  you  use  these  days,  who  I  noticed  went  up  on  a 
ladder  to  one  of  the  elevated  set,  part  of  the  upper  deck  that  was  still 
kind  of  up,  and  pulled  someone,  pulled  a  guy  off  from  the  upper  deck  who 
had  no  use  of  his  legs  and  put  him  with  a  ladder,  strapped  his  arms  around 
him  and  carried  him,  and  this  was  within  10  seconds  after  the  collapse. 

PW:    Carried  him  down? 

JW:    Carried  him  down.   Arms  wrapped  around  his  neck  down  a  ladder  and  at  any 
point,  they're  on  a  small  ...  they're  on  a  ladder  that  ...  it  blew  me 
away.  Absolutely  blew  me  away,  that  someone  could  do  that  and  muster  the 
strength  and  the  courage  to  do  that. 

PW:    Was  this  an  older  gentlemen  or  ... 

JW:    He  was  pretty  young  and  pretty  fit  that  I  could  see. 
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PW:    Clean  shaven? 
JW:    That  I  don't  recall. 
PW:    It  was  a  black  gentleman? 

JW:    I  think  he  was  a  black  guy  and  they  guy  he  was  carrying  down  was  black 
also. 

PW:    Anybody  else  you  may  remember? 

JW:    Those  were  three  specific  instances,  'cause  they  struck  me  and  they 

occurred  fairly  quickly  after,  within  five  minutes  a  lot  of  people  were 
buzzing  around  and  doing  all  kinds  of  things,  and  I  wasn't,  personally  I'd 
like  to  think  that  I  have  some  courage,  but  I  wasn't  about  to  get  up  on 
the  high  portion  of  the  upper  deck.   Especially  not  having  watched  it.  I 
was,  like  I  say,  probably  for  the  first  five  or  what  seemed  like  five 
minutes,  in  shock. 

PW:    You  were  in  pretty  good  health  at  the  time  before  the  earthquake? 

JW:  Yeah. 

PW:    You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  anything  like  that  had  you? 
JW:  No. 

PW:    Is  there  anything  else  you'd  like  to  add,  I  believe  that's 

all  the  questions  I  have. 

JW:    I,  outside  editorial,  I  don't  need  to  editorialize,  I've  done  plenty 
since.  That  I  can  think  of,  yeah,  that  covers  the  actual  physical 
occurrence  and  I  ...  one  of  the  other  things  that  I  noticed  that  a  lot  of 
businesses  in  the  area  are  industrial,  and  it  was  amazing  how  quickly 
forklift  and  the  ingenuity  in  forklifts  with  things  on  top  of  them  so 
people  could  reach.   They  stacked  up  dumps ters  on  top  of  them  so  they 
could  reach  the  top  deck  and  ladders  coming  out  all  over.   It  seemed  like 
it  took  about  half  an  hour  for  ambulances  to  get  there.   So,  there  was  a 
lot  going  on  in  that  half  hour,  as  far  as  getting  people  out,  and  getting 
them  laid  down,  and  treating  them  for  shock,  and  giving  some  sort  of  first 
aid  to  folks. 


PW:    The  forklift  came  from  adjacent  businesses? 

JW:    It  came  from  businesses  that  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway.  That's 
where  I  noticed  most  of  them. 

PW:    We  really  appreciate  your  time  here.   I'm  going  to  conclude  the  interview 
at  1648  hours. 
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W-53,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  22,  1989.  at  approximately  0910  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  . .  Richmond.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sallv  Mitchell.  CHP 
PW: 

SM:    Just  tell  me  what  happened? 

PW:    All  right.    I  was  travelling  southbound,  looking  at  this  map  or  this 

photograph,  I  would  guess  that  I  was  in  the  area  of  12th  or  10th  Street. 
My  first  feeling  ...  I  was  trapped,  I  was  in  the  fast  lane.    I  was  going 
approximately  60  miles  an  hour.   There  was  one  truck  ahead  of  me,  probably 
fifty  yards  ahead  of  me,  and  one  small  car  some  25  or  30  yards  ahead  of  me 
also.   My  first  feeling  was  I  thought  I  blew  a  tire.   My  car  was  rocking 
from  my  right  front  wheel  towards  my  left,  my  rear  left  wheel  it  was  a 
rolling  motion.   I  slowed  down  and  I  realized,  at  that  point  that,  it 
wasn't  my  car,  it  was  the  structure  moving  and  I  realized  there  was  an 
earthquake.   I  saw  dust  coming  out  of  cracks  in  the  road.   This  is  what 
actually  tipped  me  off  that  it  was  an  earthquake.   My  immediate  reaction 
was  I  was  afraid  that  the  structure  was  going  to  collapse.   I  had  thought 
about  it  for  ...  I've  been  driving  this  structure  for  a  year  and  always  in 
the  back  of  my  mind,  I  had  always  thought  I  wonder  what  would  happen  if 
there  was  an  earthquake  and  then  it  happened  and  I  felt  here  I  am,  my 
worst  dream!   My  reaction  was  to  try  to  speed  up.   I  couldn't  go  very 
fast,  25  miles  an  hour,  maybe  35.    I  was  just  hoping  to  get  off  the 
structure  and  I  did.    I  didn't  look  behind  me  and  I  didn't  know  that  it 
had  collapsed  behind  me. 

SM:    Which  lane  were  you  travelling  in  at  the  time? 

PW:    The  fast  lane,  the  left  lane. 

SM:    The  number  one  lane.   How  often  do  you  ...  you  work  here  in  Richmond,  so 
you  travel  this  direction  everyday? 

PW:  Yes. 


SM 
PW 
SM 
PW 
SM 


To  your  home  in  Fremont? 
Yes. 

About  the  same  time  everyday? 
Right. 

How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  this  day? 
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PW:    Incredibly  light.   I've  never  seen  it  this  light,  not  at  11  o'clock  at 
night,  not  on  a  weekend,  not  ever. 

SM:    About  how  fast  do  you  think  traffic  was  going? 

PW:    I  was  going  60.   Traffic  was  going  ... 

SM:    The  cars  right  around  you  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  did  they  all 
continue  southbound  and  get  off  the  freeway  also? 

PW:    Many  cars  stopped  and  got  out  and  looked  at  their  car.  They  thought  there 
was  something  wrong  with  their  car. 

SM:    Did  you  see  them,  any  collisions  around  you,  behind  you? 

PW:    No.   I  didn't  see  any  collisions  and  I  didn't  see  ...  traffic  got  lighter 
after  the  earthquake  and  I  presumed,  'cause  no  one  was  coming  from  behind. 

SM:    Some  of  those  cars  that  were  around  you,  evidently  were  spaced  so  far 
apart  there  wasn't  any  kind  of  a  conflict  between  those  cars  stopping  or 


PW:    No.   I  thought,  initially,  that  the  truck  that  was  ahead  of  me  hit  the 
wall,  because  I  saw  all  this  dust.   I  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake 
and  it  didn't  hit  the  wall,  it  continued  on. 

SM:    You  said  that  you  tried  to  speed  up  but  you  could  only  go  25.   Is  that 
because  of  the  motion  on  the  freeway? 

PW:    Yes,  the  motion  was  continuous  pitching  motion  that  was  kind  of  rolling  my 
car.   I  would,  it's  because  it  seemed  like  a  wave  coming  at  me  and  if  I 
was  going  south,  the  wave  would  be  coming  from  the  southwest.   So,  it 
caused  my  car  to  pitch  and  roll  from  an  angle. 

SM:    So,  it  was  not  only  moving  side  to  side,  but  kind  of  up  and  down  as  well? 

PW:    Right.  The  motion  was  from  my  right  front  tire  to  my  rear  left  tire.  It 
was  a  rolling  motion  front  to  rear. 

SM:    The  dust  that  you  said  you  saw  coming  up  through  the  cracks,  would  this  be 
like  the  seams  of  the  concrete? 

PW:    I  would  guess  they  were  expansion  joints  and  just  cement  breaking  around 
the  expansion  joints. 

SM:    How  long  did  it  seem  to  last?  When  you  first  started  feeling  until  it 
stopped? 

PW:    I'm  colored  by  the  fact  that  I  heard  that  it  was  15  seconds.   It  seemed 
like  it  lasted  a  long  time.   It  actually  felt  like  two  separate 
earthquakes.   When  I  first  felt  it,  well,  I  felt  like  I  was  losing  control 
of  my  vehicle.   I  slowed  down,  I  thought  I  blew  a  tire.  Then,  I  sped  up 
again  and  then  another,  it  seemed  to,  another  wave  seemed  to  increase. 
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Maybe  it  was  because  I  speeded  up.    I  don't  know. 

SM:    Prior  to  leaving  work  and  going  southbound  on  880,  had  you  consumed  any 
alcohol  beverages?  Had  you  taken  any  prescription  medication  of  any  kind? 

PW:  NO. 

SM:  Do  you  require  glasses  when  you  drive? 

PW:  No. 

SM:  No  vision  problems  at  all? 

PW:  No,  I  have  20/15. 

SM:  I  think  that's  just  about  going  to  do  it  then. 
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W-54,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  ID 

#9945,  on  December  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1911  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:    Investiqator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
RW: 

RL:  if  you  could,  could  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape? 

RW: 

RL:    In  your  own  words,  what  I'd  like  you  to  do  is  describe  for  me  what 

you  saw,  as  far  as  the  Cypress  Freeway,  the  day  of  the  earthquake. 

RW:    Well,  it  was  just  like  a  shake,  rattle,  and  then  it  just  fell,  just 
straight  down. 

RL:    Where  were  you  when  this  happened? 

RW:    I  was  just  about  a  hundred  yards  at  the  last  on-ramp  at  the  Coca-Cola 
Plant.   Behind  a  Mayflower  truck. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  for  me? 

RW:    The  motion  of  the  freeway  was  from  side  to  side. 

RL:    How  far  would  you  say  that  side  to  side  movement  was? 

RW:    Well,  it  rocked  me  almost  about,  like  from  a  truck  angle,  from  five  to  six 
inches  from  side  to  side.   Made  you  think  that  you  ran  over  something. 

RL:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route  on  880? 

RW:    Twice  a  day,  maybe  three  times  a  day,  just  about  all  week. 

RL:    What  direction  were  you  travelling? 

RW:    I  was  travelling  northbound  direction. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  traffic  flow  in  terms  of  light,  moderate,  or  heavy, 
as  compared  to  what  you'd  normally  see  at  that  time  of  day? 

RW:    That  section  of  traffic  was  moderate  and  it  was  just  like  a  wave  of  people 
had  just  went  through  already,  and  like  another  wave  was  coming  on. 

RL:    How  fast  were  you  travelling? 

RW:    I  was  travelling  56. 

RL:    I'm  sorry,  I  didn't  hear  you. 
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RW:  56. 

RL:  What  lane  were  you  in? 

RW:  I  was  in  the  truck  lane,  the  second  lane  from  the  right. 

RL:  How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

RW:  Just  me. 

RL:  Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

RW:  Where  was  I?   I  was  coming  out  of  the  7th  Street  Cypress  turn. 

RL:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you? 

RW:    Well,  a  lot  of  people  was  braking,  because  they  didn't  know  what  was 

really  going  on.   Like  somebody  ...  how  people  brake  when  you  think  you've 
run  over  something,  or  somebody  might  have  had  a  flat  tire,  or  a  blow  out 
or  something.  They  were  reacting  that  way. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

RW:    Well,  when  I  look  back,  when  I  felt  a  jolt,  I  looked,  I  thought  somebody 
had  bumped  into  me  or  I  had  ran  over  something.  Then,  I  looked  and  I 
didn't  see  nothing,  then  I  looked  back  up  and  I  just  seen  it  coming  down. 
Looking  through  to  raw  sky. 

RL:  What  did  you  do  when  you  saw  that  the  freeway  was  coming  down? 

RW:  Brake. 

RL:  What  did  the  other  vehicles  do  that  were  around  you? 

RW:  Brake. 

RL:  Where  did  your  vehicle  come  to  rest  at? 

RW:  It  came  to  rest,  oh,  about  30  or  40  feet  from  the  last  vehicle  that  got 
caught. 

RL:  Can  you  describe  that  vehicle  to  me? 

RW:  It  was  a  Mayflower  Moving  Van.   Peter-built,  48,  50  foot  trailer,  green. 

RL:  Were  you  injured? 

RW:  No,  I  wasn't.   I  had  no  injuries. 

RL:  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  truck  during  the  earthquake? 
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RW:    It  was  like  a  45  second  jolt  from  side  to  side.   Like  you  hit  a  bad  wind 
or  something. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling? 
RW:    It  wasn't  . . . 

RL:    I've  already  asked  this  question  once  before  about  the  motion  of  the 
freeway.   You  stated  that  it  was  swaying  right  to  left? 

RW:  Right. 

RL:    Is  there  anything  you  can  tell  me  about  it  that  you  saw  from  your 
advantage  point? 

RW:    It  wasn't  like  a  roller  coaster  like  everybody  says  it  was,  it  was  like  a 
wave  going  side  to  side. 

RL:    Then,  the  waves  that  you're  describing  side  to  side,  were  they  ...  did  it 
look  like  the  side  of  a  ribbon  type  of  thing?  What  I'm  trying  to  get  is  a 
better  description  here  of  what  you  mean  by  side  to  side.   What  I'm  saying 
is,  did  the  whole  freeway  move  side  to  side  as  one  unit,  or  was  it  broken 
up  in  sections  as  it  moved  side  to  side? 

RW:    It  was  like  watching  it  fall  down  the  middle,  like  the  middle  part  of  it, 
like  the  middle  was  more  weaker  than  farther  out  part.   Like  by  the 
Coca-Cola  Plant,  like  a  little  wave  more,  like  a  figure  8  wave. 

RL:    When  you  saw  the  freeway  fall,  did  it  appear  to  you  as  if  it  fell  in  one 
section,  or  did  it  fall  in  different  sections? 

RW:    Well,  to  me  it  appeared  that  it  fell  in  one  section  from  my  angle,  'cause 
the  part  of  the  structure  that  I  saw  that  came  down,  was  like  straight 
down,  like  the  floor  fell  in,  like  an  elevator. 

RL:    I  have  no  further  questions  unless  there's  something  else  that  you'd  like 
to  add. 

RW:  No. 

RL:    Then,  this  interview  will  be  concluded  at  1917  hours. 


i 
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W-55,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  22,  1989,  at  approximately  0845  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  by 
telephone.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investiqator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
JY: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  record  this  interview,  ma'am? 
JY:  Yes. 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name,  please? 

JY: 

PW: 

JY:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  home  phone  number  is 
JY:    That's  right. 
PW:    Your  business  is  what? 
JY:  Yes. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  take  you  back  to  October  17th,  the  day  of  the  earthquake, 
Do  you  recall  where  you  were  at  that  time? 

JY:    Yes.    I  was  approaching  University  Avenue.   I  had  just  gotten  off  of  the 
Cypress  Freeway. 


PW 


You  were  going  northbound? 


JY:    Yes.    I  was  going  home  to  El  Cerrito. 

PW:    When  you  were  on  the  Cypress  Structure,  Interstate  880,  how  was  traffic? 

JY:    Traffic  was  very  light.   Normally,  around  that  time,  it  would  be  quite 
heavy,  you  see?  Usually  heavy,  and  it  would  be  backed  up  and  it  would  be 
going  very  slow,  especially  the  two  right  lanes,  or  three  right  lanes  that 
goes  to  880,  and  the  two  left  lanes,  or  the  three,  whatever  it  is,  going 
to  San  Francisco  would  be  moving  very  smoothly  and  rapidly,  whereas  the 
other  side  would  be  backed  up.   But  that  night,  and  it  was  about  five 
o'clock  that  I  went  through  there,  it  was  going  very  fast.  The  traffic 
was  moving  very  fast  and  then  I  heard  over  the  radio  that  they  estimated 
250  to  600  people  were  trapped  and  are  going  to  die  in  there.   I  called 
the  CHP  and  I  said  that's  not  correct  because  I  was  just  on  there.    I  was 
just  on  the  freeway  and  the  traffic  was  very  light  and  I  said  the  top 
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figure  would  be  100,  and  that  would  even  be  very  high.   I  told  the  CHP 
that. 

PW:    Good.   I'm  glad  you  called  and  let  us  know,  because  ...  I  think  it  was  due 
to  the  World  Series  or  part  of  the  reason  ... 

JY:    Yeah.   I  feel  that  it  was  because  of  the  World  Series,  that  the  traffic 
was  very  light,  because  a  lot  of  people  were  at  Candlestick  Park  and  a  lot 
of  people  were  at  home  at  five  o'clock,  in  front  of  their  TV  to  watch  the 
game.   So,  I  feel  that  I  was  very  fortunate  that  they  had  a  game  that 
night  so  that  I  just  went  breezing  right  through. 

PW:    How  fast  were  you  travelling? 

JY:    I  was  going  55,  60.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  one  of  my  customers' 
trucks  was  on  the  side,  so  I  was  trying  to  catch  ud  to  him  to  see  what  it 
was,  if  it  was  one  of  the  guys  that  I  knew  from  .  Their 
pickup  was  right  on  the  right  side  and  he  was  going  pretty  ...  he  passed 
me  up,  so  then  I  went  kind  of  fast,  to  try  to  catch  up  to  see  who  it  was. 
I  was  going  about  55. 

PW:  Where  were  you  coming  from  at  that  time? 

JY:  I  was  coming  from  work. 

PW:  Which  city  was  that  at? 

JY:  I  work  by  the 

PW:  So,  you  travel  that  Interstate  880  a  lot  then? 

JY:    Yes,  I  travel  880  all  the  time  to  come  to  work  and  to  go  home  every 
night. 

PW:    You  stated  that  you  were  right  around  University  when  the  earthquake 
struck? 

JY:    Yeah.  When  the  earthquake  struck,  I  was  approaching  University  and  for 
some  reason,  I  was  on  the  right  side  lane.   I'm  kind  of  ...  I  don't  drive 
fast.   I  drive  about  55,  60  so  I  always  stay  to  the  right.   So,  I  was  in 
the  second  lane  from  the  right  and  then  the  other  lanes  to  my  left  were 
going  real  smooth.   I  couldn't  understand  why  everybody  was  going  so 
smooth  and  I  was  having  so  much  trouble  just  keeping  my  car  under 
control.   So,  then  I  went  over  to  the  right  side  and  got  off  the  freeway 
because  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.  Then,  there  was  five  cars  behind  me 
and  they  all  pulled  up  and  we're  all  looking  at  our  tires.  The  traffic  is 
going  smoothly,  so  we  didn't  know  what  happened.   So,  we  just  got  back  in 
our  cars  and  went  home. 

PW:    That's  the  ...  that's  all  the  ... 

JY:    Then,  when  I  turned  the  radio  on,  they  didn't  have  that  emergency  thing 
that  they're  always  telling  you  about.   I  was  wondering  what  happened  and 
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I  couldn't  find  out  what  happened  through  the  emergency  radio 
broadcasting. 

PW:    So,  that  was  the  only  motion  you  felt,  like  you  had  a  flat  tire? 

JY:    Yeah.   But  it  was  real  severe.   I  mean,  I  just  couldn't  control  the  car, 
it  just  kept  weaving  and  going  all  over  the  place.   I  just  hung  on  to  the 
steering  wheel  and  tried  to  keep  the  car  under  control.   Try  to  get  off  of 
the  freeway  just  as  soon  as  I  could  to  see  what  happened. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  other  vehicles  doing  the  same  thing? 

JY:    Yeah.   Well,  behind  me  ...  in  front  of  me,  nobody  got  off  but  I  was  the 
first  one  to  get  off.   Then,  five  of  them  pulled  up  behind  me.   We're  all 
puzzled  and  asking  each  other  "gee,  what  was  that?"   What  happened? 

PW:    Getting  back  to  the  Cypress  Structure,  did  you  see  a  lot  of  vehicles  come 
on  the  freeway  when  you  were  on  Interstate  880?  Or  do  you  recall? 

JY:    All  I  recall  is  that  it  was  light  travelling  north  on  the  Cypress 

Freeway.    It  was  light  and  the  traffic  was  flowing  very  rapidly,  very  fast 
for  that  time  of  the  night.   I  think  that  was  a  lot  of  it,  because  of  the 
five  o'clock  ball  game.   Everybody  was  home  already  by  five  o'clock  to 
watch  the  ball  game. 

PW:    Well,  basically  that's  all  I  have  to  ask  of  you.   Do  you  have  anything  to 
add  that  maybe  I  didn't  ask? 

JY:    No,  that's  about  all  that  I  could  report. 

PW:    Well,  I  really  appreciate  your  time.   I'd  like  to  conclude  this  interview 
at  0853  hours.   Thank  you  very  much, 
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W-56,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigators  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

and  Jim  Mengle,  #  7207,  on  November  20.  1989.  at  approximately  1500  hours.  The 
interview  was  conducted  at  .   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  the  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
JM:    Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
LY: 

SM:    Go  ahead  and  just  tell  me  about  where  you  were  from  maybe  five  minutes 
before.   Just  retrace  your  route  and  tell  me  what  happened. 

LY:    I  started  out  from  22nd  and  Telegraph  about  five  minutes,  about  five 

o'clock.    I  came  down  West  Grand  and  went  underneath  the  viaduct,  and  had 
just  gotten  on  Cypress  to  Peralta  Street,  and  the  earthquake  struck 
there.   My  car  was  completely  out  of  control.   Then,  I  looked  to  my  left 
and  the  freeway  was  just  twisting  as  if  it  were  some  small  twig  or 
something.   A  few  of  the  ...  oh,  cement  ... 

SM:  Pillars? 

LY:    Urn- hum.    Came  flying  out  from  there.   But  when  it  twisted,  you  could  just 
see  the  wires  or  the  heavy  construction  that  was  coming  apart.  There  was 
such  a  roar  at  that  time.  Then,  everything  was  just  as  quiet  as  could  be 
and  there  was,  the  dust  came  up  that  you  couldn't  see  a  thing.  Then,  I 
...  after  the  car  that  was  down  ahead  of  me  turned  around  and  came  back,  I 
turned  around  and  came  back  and  foolishly  went  underneath  the  freeway 
again.   There  was  one  man  sitting  there.   Evidently,  he  must  have  just 
been  under  the  freeway  when  the  thing  came,  so  he  was  all  surrounded  with 
cement.   He  was  standing  out  there  looking  kind  of  dazed.  As  I  went 
through  there,  I  looked  back  and  of  course,  this  is  a  one  way  street 
coming  this  way.   There  was  one  green  van  that  was  kind  of  leaning  against 
the  fence  there,  and  it  had  some  boulders  and  things  on  it.   Back  here  was 
a  big  truck  that  was  also  leaning  against  that  ... 

SM:    That's  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway? 

LY:    East  side  of  the  freeway.   So,  I  didn't  actually  see  this  part  collapse. 
I  just  ... 

SM:    But  you  did  see  it  twisting? 

LY:    Yes.    It  collapsed  here  and  just  turned  down  on  that  side.   Because  I 
could  see  when  I  went  through,  back  through,  that  it  was  leaning  on  that 
side.   Evidently,  I  don't  know  whether  those  cars  slid  off  that  freeway  or 
whether  they  were  coming  along  that  line  and  just  lost  control. 

SM:    So,  when  you  say  leaning  to  the  side,  it  was  leaning  towards  the  east? 


LY: 


They  were  leaning  into  the  fence 
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SM:    The  freeway  you  said  was  leaning? 
LY:    Leaning  this  way. 
SM:    Leaning  east? 
LY:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    OK,  with  the  east  side  down.   Did  you  see  the  concrete  pillars,  the 

supports,  supports  that  are  supporting  it  ...  did  you  see  anything  happen 
to  those?  Did  you  see  them  moving  in  any  fashion? 

LY:    Well,  it  almost  seemed  like  it  lurched  up  in  the  air,  just  at  that  point, 
but  I  didn't  see  what  happened  to  those  pillars.   But  actually,  this  part 
was  the  one  I  saw  that  it  just,  ...  one  side  twisted,  one  side  came  this 
way  and  it  was  just  reaction. 

SM:    Like  a  wringing  action,  like  wringing? 

LY:    Yeah,  like  wringing. 

JM:    Twisting  back  and  forth? 

LY:    Well,  I  think  that  I  just  saw  it  twist  that  one  way.   But  one  side  came 
one  way  and  one  went  the  other,  so  it  didn't  ...  I  didn't  actually  see  the 
pillars  or  anything.   But  the  thing  that  worried  me,  was  inside  of  this 
enclosure,  here  was  a  man  who,  I  don't  know  how  he  got  in  there,  but  he 
was  just  running  up  and  down  there,  just  frantic.   He  crawled  over  that 
fence  ...  the  fence  goes  up  and  then  kind  of  evidently  has  barbed  wire  on 
top  ...  he  crawled  over  that.  Then,  he  was  holding  his  side  and  he  ran 
over  to  the  car  next  to  mine  and  kind  of  bent  over  there.   Then,  I  don't 
know  whether  he  had  a  car  in  there  or  what  happened  to  him. 

SM:    You  didn't  see  where  he  came  from? 

LY:    No,  I  couldn't  see  where  he  came  from.  '  He  was  just  ... 

SM:    So,  he  was  in  this  where  ...  these  are  trees  evidently  right  here? 

LY:  This  is  a  fence.  No,  I  don't  think  there's  any  trees  there,  no.  But  that 
fence,  he  was  inside  that  enclosure.  Now,  whether  he  came  from  over  here, 
or  ... 

SM:    That's  on  the  west  side  of  the  freeway  right  across  from  the  ...  at 
Peralta? 

LY:    Yes,  urn- hum. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  concrete  come  at  you,  come  flying  ... 

LY:    Yes.  There  was  a  piece,  not  a  large  piece,  that  came  from  here  and  then 
there  were  some  smaller  pieces  that  flew  in  there.   Evidently,  this  man 
down  here  had  more  where  he  was.   Because  his  windshield  was  broken. 
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SM:    So,  some  pieces  came  off  the  structure  and  landed  onto  Cypress  Street 
itself  near  where  you  were  parked? 

LY:    Yeah.   Of  course,  when  I  went  back  through  there  was  a  lot  of  those  pieces 
of  concrete  there.    I  finally  had  to  pick  my  way  through  so  that  if  there 
were  some  big  ones,  I  wouldn't  run  over  them.   But  as  I  say,  that  one  car 
that  was  sitting  there,  evidently  had  been  underneath  the  freeway  because 
those  people  coming  off  at  Grand  and  coming  down  off  the  Army  would  have 
been  about  that  time  going  through.   So,  this  one  would  probably  have  been 
turning  and  going  into  that  West  Grand. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  movement  of  the  street  below  you  at  the  time  of 
the  earthquake?  What  did  it  feel  like?  What  did  your  car  do  when  it 
started? 

LY:    Well,  I  had  no  control  over  it  at  all.    It  was  just  bouncing  up  and  down 
like  a  bucking  bronco.    I  had  never  driven  before  when  there  was  an 
earthquake,  so  I  had  no  idea  what  was  happening.   I  thought  somebody  was 
either  behind  me  and  hit  me  or  something  on  top  of  my  car.   But  it  was 
really  a  frightening  feeling,  because  I  had  no  control  there. 

SM:    Would  you  describe  it  as  a  bouncing  or  a  swaying  or  ... 

LY:    My  car  was  just  going  like  this,  it  was  just  going  every  which  way.  It 
was  going  up  and  I  had  no  control  over  that  wheel.   It  was  just  ... 

SM:    A  violent,  bouncing,  shaking  motion? 

LY:    Right,  uh-huh.   As  I  say,  I've  never  driven  before  in  an  earthquake  and 
people  say  it's  just  like  going  60  miles  an  hour  and  having  a  flat  tire. 
You  have  no  control.   As  I  say,  actually  it  just  seemed  like  the  epicenter 
was  right  here  underneath  my  car,  right  there  at  that  one  point  where  it 
was  twisting.    It  was  just  ...  I  had  never  had  anything  like  that  before! 

SM:    Did  you  notice  during  the  time  that  you  were  there  and  when  you  doubled 
back,  did  you  ...  we're  also  trying  to  identify  heroes  or  people  that  did 
commendable,  made  outstanding  efforts  to  rescue  people.    Is  there  anybody 
that  comes  to  mind  that  you  saw? 

LY:    No.   I  didn't  see  anyone  at  all,  because  I  immediately  turned  around  and 
went  right  back,  went  back  through  there.   Of  course,  when  I  was  down 
about  that  far,  I  would  say,  I  saw  some  police  cars  and  of  course,  there 
were  no  lights  along  here  at  all.   I'm  sure  that  those  people  going  side 
streets  or  even  coming  this  way  had  no  idea  what  ...  that  the  thing  had 
collapsed.   I  don't  know.   What  I  should  have  done  is  come  back  here  and 
gone  on  Peralta  and  waited  for  things  to  settle  down  before  ...  then  I 
probably  would  have  noticed  the  collapsing  of  the  freeway  there.   But  this 
is  only  a  single  ...  isn't  that  right?  This  is  only  a  single  ...  that's 
not  a  double. 

SM:    No,  it's  a  double. 

LY:    It's  a  double? 
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SM:    Yeah.   It's  double  there.   Prior  to  ...  do  you  drive  this  area  very  often 
at  all? 

LY:    Yes,  I  do.   Every  week. 
SM:    Same  time  everyday. 
LY:    Yes,  at  five  o'clock. 

SM:    Did  you  happen  to  notice  traffic  on  the  structure  itself? 
LY:    No.   I  didn't  notice  any  traffic  at  all. 

SM:    Was  that  unusual?  Did  it  seem  like  the  traffic  on  the  structure  itself 
seemed  light  or  ... 

LY:    Well,  yeah,  it  was  light.   I  usually  notice  that  there's  quite  a  bit  of 
traffic  going  by,  but  that  night  there  didn't  seem  to  be  much  traffic  at 
all.   In  fact,  when  that  turn  ...  I  didn't  see  any  cars  at  that  point  on 
that  top  deck. 

SM:    In  the  hours  prior  to  all  this  happening,  had  you  consumed  any  alcoholic 
beverages  or  do  you  take  any  prescription  medication? 

LY:    No,  I  don't  ...  no. 

SM:    Anything  that  would  affect  your  vision  or  your  driving? 

LY:    No,  just  a  light  thyroid  and  I  hadn't  taken  anything  that  day  at  all. 

SM:    I  notice  you  wear  glasses.   Were  you  wearing  your  glasses  at  the  time  you 
were  driving? 

LY:    No.   I  don't  wear  my  glasses  when  I  drive. 

SM:    You  don't.  They're  not  a  requirement  on  your  driver's  license? 

LY:  No. 

SM:    Jim,  do  you  have  any  questions? 

JM:    You  were  going  northbound  on  the  east  side,  northbound  on  Cypress  Street, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway  when  the  earthquake  started. 

LY:    Yes.   I  was  going  this  way.   Yes,  I  was  going  this  way. 

JM:    About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going? 

LY:    I  couldn't  have  been  going  more  than  maybe  15  miles.   Because  I  had  to 
wait  until  all  these  cars  had  gone  through  and  so  I  had  just  actually 
started  my  car.   So,  I  would  say  that  I  wasn't  going  more  than  15  or  20 
miles. 
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JM:    Could  you  tell  us  the  duration  of  the  shaking?  About  how  long  it  lasted 
in  seconds? 

LY:    Well,  I  would  say,  maybe  30  seconds. 

JM:    After  the  shaking  started,  you  noticed,  you  said  that  the  freeway 
collapsing,  did  you?   Or  did  ... 

LY:    Well,  it  was  just  twisting  like  it  was  a  ... 

JM:    After  you  first  noticed  it  starting,  the  shaking  start,  how  long  was  it 
until  you  noticed  that  the  freeway  was  twisting,  in  seconds? 

LY:    Well,  I  was  still  trying  to  control  my  car  when  I  looked  up  and  saw  that. 
Because  it  was  such  a  roar.   I  looked  up  and  saw  that  freeway  twisting. 

JM:    You  mentioned,  a  little  earlier,  you  mentioned  the  word  wires  twisting. 
What  was  that  in  reference  to? 

LY:    Well,  you  know  the  heavy  ... 

SM:    The  rebar? 

LY:  Huh? 

SM:    The  steel  rods? 

LY:    Yeah,  the  steel  rods.    It  was  just  like  it  was  twisting  those  and  they 
just  popped  out. 

JM:    You  saw  that?   You  saw  the  wires  pop  out  of  the  cement? 

LY:    Um-hum,  right,  yes. 

JM:    That  was  on  the  east  side? 

LY:    Yes.   That  was  on  the  east  side.   Of  course,  that's  why  all  the  concrete 
flew  out  of  there.    It  was  because  they  were  just  twisted  apart.   I  don't 
know  whether  you  can  make  anything  out  of  my  ... 

SM:    At  this  point  we're  going  to  end  the  interview. 


c 
; 
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W-99,  „as  interviewed  by  Investigators  Rich  James,  #4536, 

and  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on  February  13.  1990.  at  aoproximately  1000  hours.  The 
interview  was  conducted  at  d.  The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

RJ:    Investigator  Rich  James,  CHP 
RL:   Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
FF: 

RJ:    Frank,  just  go  ahead  and  tell  us  about  what  it  was  that  you  saw. 

FF:    We  had  just  come  across  the  Bay  Bridge,  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Bridge,  from 
a  seminar.   We  were  on  Beach  Street  in  San  Francisco,  we  were  taking  ... 
fortunately,  we  were  let  out  early,  because  of  the  ball  game.  We  were 
travelling  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  Cypress  southbound.   At  the  time  of 
the  occurrence,  I  couldn't  recall  the  exact  location.    I  have  come  to  find 
out  later,  where  we  were  at  by  talking  to  the  people  who  were  in  the  front 
seat.    I  was  travelling  in  the  rear  seat  of  the  county  vehicle.   The  first 
thing  I  felt  was  a  feeling  of  flat  tires.   Tires  going  flat  and  the 
vehicle  coming  down.    I  was  thinking,  let's  pull  over  and  get  the  tires 
chanaed  and  get  on.   Then,  I  mentioned  to  the  fellows  in  the  front  seat, 

,  and        said,  "no,  this  was  not  ...  we  were  not  having  a 
flat  tire."   He  recognized  what  was  happening.   He  was  the  first  one  that 
actually  recognized  it,  and  he  said,  "that  we're  having  an  earthquake". 
We  were  driving  around  60  miles  an  hour,  maybe  a  little  bit  more.   I  also 
saw  a  number  of  vehicles  pull  to  the  shoulder  with  the  idea  they  were 
having  flat  tires.   A  lot  of  people  were  ...  there  were  a  cluster  of  cars, 
maybe  five  or  six  were  walking  around  their  cars  to  looking  to  see  if  they 
had  flat  tires.  of  course,  said,  "no,  this  is  an  earthquake,  we're 

having  a  bad  earthquake".   We  kept  travelling  down.   The  next  thing  I 
know,  I  saw  a  sign  which,  that's  why  I  didn't  know  where  we  were.    It  was 
one  of  the  green  off-ramp  signs.  The  sign  was  actually  bouncing  in  this 
direction,  up  and  down. 

RJ:  Vertical? 

FF:    Yes,  vertical.   The  sign  was  bouncing  up  and  down  vertical.   I  thought 
this  is  a  big  one.   At  that  time,  I  kind  of  turned  behind,  to  look  behind 
me  out  of  ...  I  turned  over  my  shoulder  to  look  to  the  back  and  I  could 
see  a  lot  of  dust  from  the  expansion  joints  in  the  top,  where  the  shaking 
was  causing  what  looked  like  a  big  dust  storm  maybe,  in  the  back. 

RJ:    This  was  behind  you? 

FF:    Behind  us.   So,  that's  why  I'm  saying  we  must  have  been  ...  as  we  were 
passing,  it  must  have  been  collapsing  behind  us.  That's  kind  of  what  we 
talked  about. 

RJ:    On  the  desk  in  front  of  you  I  have  an  aerial  photograph,  would  you  ... 
we've  identified,  previously,  some  features  here. 
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FF:    Urn -hum. 

RJ:   We  have  14th  Avenue  off -ramp. 

FF:    That's  where  I'm,  trying  to  put  myself  where  the  sign  ...  that's  what  I  was 
looking  for,  the  sign  that  I  saw. 

RJ:    The  sign  would  probably  be  some  place  up  in  here. 

FF:    The  14th  Avenue,  yeah. 

RJ:  Because  immediately  after  you  pass  this  location  here,  you  would  be 
approaching  the  off -ramp. 

FF:    Exactly,  and  that  was  the  sign  we  saw,  so  I  did  ... 

RJ:    So,  probably  somewhere  south  of  West  Grand  Avenue?  This  being  West  Grand 
Avenue  here  where  the  curve  is  in  the  freeway? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    Let's  back  up  a  little  bit.  About  what  time  did  you  get  onto  the  freeway 
structure  here?  Can  you  give  me  a  guess? 

FF:    From  the  Bay  Bridge  coming  across?  Well,  we  left  Beach  Street,  he  let  us 
out  of  that  class  at  4:30,  because  of  the  game.   It  took  us  about  ten 
minutes,  that  I  thought,  to  get  to  the  car.  We  had  to  walk  down  a  few 
blocks.   So  it  was  about,  I  would  say  about  4:40,  by  the  time  we  got  to 
the  parking  lot  into  the  car. 

RJ:    This  would  be  over  in  the  San  Francisco? 

FF:    In  San  Francisco  on  Beach.   We  were  on  Beach.  That  was  another  fifteen 
minutes,  I  guess  of  traffic  and  back.  So,  getting  to  the  bridge  itself 
and  winding  around  coming  down  Beach.  So,  I  would  think  it  was  about  ... 
I'd  say  it  was  about  4:50  or  somewhere  when  we  were  on  the  Bay  Bridge. 

RJ:    Somewhere  around  5:00,  you'd  be  over  on  880  down  here. 

FF:    Exactly.  Yeah. 

RJ:    You  were  where  in  the  car? 

FF:    In  the  back  seat. 

RJ:    Right  rear,  left  rear? 

FF:  Right. 

RJ:  Right  rear.  As  you  were  coming  along,  you  said  you  were  travelling 
somewhere  around  60,  maybe  a  little  more.  Can  you  be  a  little  more 
specific  than  that? 
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FF:  since  he  was  driving,  he'd  probably  be  a  little  more  accurate  than 

me,  but  it  may  have  been  65.   He  may  be  able  to  answer  better. 

RJ:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  on  880  at  that  time? 

FF:    Actually  it  was  fairly  light.   The  traffic  conditions,  I  thought,  were 

fairly  light.   The  heaviest  part  of  the  traffic  was  over  getting  on  to  the 
Bay  Bridge.   Once  we  got  going  on  the  Bay  Bridge,  it  opened  up.  Then, 
coming  down  to  880  this  opened  up  pretty  good. 

RJ:    Do  you  normally  drive  on  this  section  of  roadway  at  that  time  of  day? 

FF:  No. 

RJ:    Have  you  ever  in  the  past? 
FF:  No. 

RJ:    Hardly  at  all.   When  you  say  light,  can  you  give  me  some  kind  of  a  feeling 
for  the  number  of  vehicles  you  feel  that  were  around  you? 

FF:    You  mean  in  the  immediate  vicinity? 

RJ:    Urn- hum. 

FF:    Maybe  10,  maybe  less. 

RJ:    Do  you  have  any  idea  what  those  vehicles  might  have  been,  either  in  front 
of  you  or  in  back  of  you? 

FF:  No. 

RJ:  What  lane  were  you  travelling  in?  Do  you  recall? 

FF:  I  thought  we  were  in  ... 

RJ:  There  are  four. 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:  The  left  hand  side  would  be  one,  two,  three,  four. 

FF:    I  thought  we  were  in  the  third  lane  going  from  the  left,  as  I  recall.  I 
think  it  was  the  third  lane.   It  was  in  the  two  middle  lanes,  I  remember. 

RJ:    You  said  earlier,  that  you  felt  the  shaking  and  it  felt  like  a  flat  tire 
to  you? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    Then,  you  recall  ...  do  you  have  any  idea  where,  on  the  structure  you 
were,  when  you  felt  that? 
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FF:    Well,  it  was  after  Grand.   It  was  ...  I  know  we  were  on  the  straight  away 
and  I  know  we  had  come  around  this  bend  down  here. 

RJ:    So  you  were  either  at  Grand  or  approaching  it? 

FF:    At  Grand  or  approaching  it,  and  I,  we  were  either  here,  we  were  either 
just  north  of  Grand,  or  just  approaching  Grand  and  just  passing  Grand. 

RJ:    You  felt  the  motion  then? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    What  do  you  recall  the  driver  doing? 

FF:  The  car  started  to  do  some  swerving,  I  know  that.  He  was  able  to  keep  the 
car  under  control.  That  was  really  good,  he  kept  his  head.  He  maintained 
his  cool . 

RJ:    When  you  say  it  was  swerving,  could  you  describe  that  to  me? 

FF:    There  was  a  little  bit  of  lateral  motion.   A  little  bit  side  to  side 
maybe. 

RJ:    Did  you  feel  any  other  motions  associated  with  the  vehicle  motion? 

FF:    No.   One  thing,  when  I  did  look  to  the  side  of  the  shoulder,  I  mean,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  people  that  were  pulled  over  looking  at  their  tires 
were  women. 

RJ:    You  actually  saw  vehicles  stopping  along  here? 
FF:    Along  the  shoulder  and  walking  along,  yes. 

RJ:    That  would  be  what,  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Grand  Avenue  or  south  of  ... 
FF:    Yes,  that's  what  I'm  ...  yes,  yes. 

RJ:    How  long  do  you  think  you  felt  the  motion  when  you  saw  these  vehicles 
stopping?  How  long  had  that  motion  been  going  on? 

FF:    Just  ...  just  a  matter  of  seconds. 

RJ:    A  second  being  like  1,000  one,  1,000  two,  1,000  three? 

FF:    Yes.   So,  that  seems  kind  of  strange  to  me  right  now  when  I  think  about 
it,  because  from  the  time  we  began  feeling  the  motion  to  getting  up  to 
where  they  were  pulled  over,  unless  they  pulled  over  immediately. 

RJ:    Could  they  have  been  pulled  over  on  up  here  by  14th  Avenue  do  you  think? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    Could  that  have  been  a  possibility? 
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FF:  Yes,  yes.   Because  when  we  reached  them  they  were  already  pulled  over. 

RJ:  How  soon  after  that,  did  you  exit  the  freeway? 

FF:  We  didn't  exit. 

RJ:  You  didn't? 

FF:  No,  we  continued  on  south. 

RJ:  That's  quite  possible  that  you  could  have  been,  I  think,  here,  because  I 
do  have  people  reporting  vehicles  stopping  right  there  also. 

FF:    Yeah,  that  seems  strange  that  when  we  got  it  back  here,  they  got  it  up 

here,  because  when  we  got  to  them  they  had  already  pulled  over  to  the  side 
of  the  shoulder  and  were  looking  at  tires. 

RJ:    You  saw  the  ...  you  mentioned  that  you  saw  the  joints?  Saw  dust  coming  up 
from  the  joints?  The  expansion  joints  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  freeway? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    Did  you  see  any  motion  in  the  structure  itself? 

FF:    I  didn't  see  any  motion,  no.   I  didn't  see  any  motion. 

RJ:    Other  than  just  the  motion  you  felt. 

FF:    Just  the  motion  I  felt. 

RJ:    Did  you  actually  see  the  freeway  collapsing? 

FF:    No,  I  didn't. 

RJ:    You  were  just  looking  out  to  the  rear? 

FF:    Yes,  when  I  did  turn  around,  it  looked  like  a  dust  storm.   Lot  of  dust 
flying  around. 

RJ:    In  relation  to  your  vehicle,  do  you  think  you  were  past  West  Grand  Avenue 
when  you're  seeing  that  or  ... 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    You  think  you  were  south  of  that? 
FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    When  you're  looking  back,  how  far  behind  do  you  see  this  dust  coming  up? 
Is  it  immediately  behind  you  or  some  distance  behind  you? 

FF:    It  was  pretty  much  immediately  behind  us,  yes. 
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RJ:   As  you  are  crossing  any  expansion  joints? 
FF:    Yes,  behind  us  in  the  rear. 

RJ:    But  you  didn't  get  a  chance  to  see  if  any  of  the  structure  was  falling? 

FF:    No,  I  can't  say  that  I  actually  saw  the  structure  fall.   I  can't  say  that, 
no. 

RJ:    When  you  say  the  driver  slowed  down,  about  what  speed  did  he  slow  down 
to?  Do  you  know? 

FF:   He  got  down  into  the  50s,  I  think.   I  think  he  did  that  just  to  maintain 
some  control  over  the  vehicle. 

RJ:    It  wasn't  a  hard  braking,  it  was  rather  a  light  braking? 

FF:    Yes,  yes. 

RJ:    After  you  passed  this  area  here,  and  continued  south  on  880,  where  did  you 
go? 

FF:    We  came  back  to  this  yard  here,  at  Turner  Court. 
RJ:   What  exit  do  you  think  you  exited  the  freeway? 

FF:    Well,  we  got  off  at  wanted  to  look  at  Washington  Avenue,  they  had 

some  construction  work  going  there,  so  we  got  off  at  Washington  Avenue. 

RJ:    That  would  be  in  the  city  of  Hayward? 

FF:    San  Lorenzo,  San  Leandro/San  Lorenzo. 

RJ:    San  Leandro/San  Lorenzo.   Is  there  anything  that  you  have  in  mind  that  you 
think  might  be  helpful  to  us,  that  we  haven't  touched  on? 

FF:    The  only  key  point  I  had  in  my  mind,  was  the  only  thing  I  could  use  as  a 
reference  was  that  particular  sign  that  I  saw  that  was  shaking. 

RJ:    That  was  moving  vertically? 

FF:    Was  moving  up  and  down. 

RJ:    As  I'm  recalling,  there  is  one  here  right  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Grand 
Avenue.  That's  one  that  came  down. 

FF:    Yes,  that's  probably  ...  that's  the  key  that  I  used,  because  the  next 
thing  that  I  think  of  is  the  Chinatown  thing,  or  whatever,  the  buildings 
to  the  left  up  here. 

RJ:    The  projects? 
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FF:    The  projects.    I  started  looking  to  the  left  as  we  were  getting  down  into 


RJ:    This  cl overleaf  affair  is  the  14th  Avenue  off-ramp. 
FF:    I  see. 

RJ:    You're  down  about  14th  Street? 

FF:    It  was  further  on  down  that  we  passed  it,  that  I  started  looking  over  into 
the  city. 

RJ:    There's  a  curve  again  down  around  about  7th  or  8th,  just  north  of 
Broadway. 

FF:    Exactly,  yes.  Right. 

RJ:    Would  that  be  the  area  you  were  looking? 

FF:    Yes,  I  was  looking  to  the  ...  which  would  be  the  east  I  guess. 

RJ:    Would  you  say  those  cars  you  saw  stopped  were  between  this  location  here, 
around  14th,  and  that  location? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    I  don't  have  anything  further.   Rick,  how  about  you? 

RL:    When  the  earthquake  began,  you  felt  the  shaking  and  what  have  you,  the  car 
started  to  swerve  side  to  side,  how  long,  or  what's  the  time  frame  that 
passed  between  when  you  first  noticed  the  vehicle  movement  and  when  you 
saw  that  sign  shaking  up  and  down? 

FF:    Well,  1t  was  going  for  thirty  seconds  plus  probably. 

RL:    Did  you  notice  that  sign  well  in  front  of  you,  or  did  you  notice  it  as  you 
drove  underneath  it? 

FF:    I  actually,  as  we  were  driving,  yeah,  as  we  were  getting  to  it.   Like  I 

said,  my  first  thing,  was  flats.    vas  on  the  passenger  side 

of  the  vehicle  in  the  front  seat.   I  remember  distinctly,  he  said,  "no, 
this  ...  we're  not  having  a  flat,  look  at  that  sign,  we're  having  an 
earthquake".   That  was  the  first  thing  that  brought  it  to  my  mind  that  it 
was  an  earthquake  was  when  I  saw  the  sign. 

RL:  Do  you  recall  how  many  cars  were  stopped? 

FF:  There  had  to  be  four  or  five  cars  pulled  over  there. 

RJ:  Mostly  female? 

FF:  Mostly  females. 
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RL:    Could  you  describe  any  of  those  vehicles  that  were  stopped? 
FF:    Sure  can't.  No. 

RJ:    Just  to  sum  it  up.   To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  you're  feeling  the 
motion  as  you're  approaching  West  Grand  Avenue? 

FF:  Right. 

RJ:    You  see  the  sign  somewhere  in  that  vicinity? 
FF:  Yes. 

RJ:    As  you're  south  of  there,  you're  looking  back  and  you  see  the  dust  coming 
up  out  of  the  joints? 

FF:  Right. 

RJ:    Then,  some  where  around  14th  Avenue  area,  you're  starting  to  see  vehicles 
stopped  on  the  shoulder? 

FF:    I  think  those  vehicles  were  stopped  before  we  got  to  the  sign.  They  may 
have  been  ... 

RJ:    There  could  be  another  one  right  here  also  and  a  major  sign  somewhere 
right  here.   That  I'm  not  aware  of. 

FF:    Yeah,  that's  why  I  keep  looking  to  see  what  this  is. 

RJ:    In  fact  that  is  an  overhead  sign. 

FF:    That's  what  I  was  looking  at. 

RJ:    Looks  like  there  is  a  sign  right  there  at  the  top  of  the  14th  Street 
off -ramp. 

FF:    That's  what  I  was  looking,  at  that  shadow,  I  was  thinking  maybe  that  is  a 
sign  something. 

RJ:  That  is  a  sign  there. 

FF:  I  keep  thinking  that  was  the  sign  I  was  looking  at. 

RJ:  So,  in  this  vicinity  here  you're  seeing  the  cars  stop? 

FF:  Yes. 

RJ:  I  have  nothing  further.   I  sure  thank  you  for  your  time. 

FF:  No  problem. 

RJ:  It's  certainly  going  to  be  a  big  help  to  us.   I  just  wish  you  could  have 
seen  a  little  more  of  what  was  going  on  in  this  area  here. 
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FF:    Well,  when  we  got  back  we  started  talking  about  it  and  it  was  just 

probably  seconds  or  minutes  that  as  we  were  passing  through  this  thing, 
that  it  was  actually  collapsing  behind  us.   You  take  the  rate  of  speed  the 
car  Tom  was  driving,  and  what  was  going  on  behind  us.    It  had  to  be  just  a 
minute  in  which  it  was  collapsing  behind  us. 

RJ:    Other  than  your  friends  here,  have  you  given  any  testimony  to  anybody  else 
concerning  this? 

FF:  No. 

RJ:    The  time  is  1016  hours.   We'll  go  ahead  and  terminate  the  interview. 
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W-100,  was  interviewed  by  Investigators  Rich  James,  #4536, 

and  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on  February  13.  1990.  at  aDDroximately  1026  hours.  The 
interview  was  conducted  at  The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

RJ:    Investigator  Rich  James,  CHP 
RL:    Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 


RJ:    How  do  you  pronounce  your  last  name 
TH: 

RJ:  why  don't  you  go  ahead  and  tell  us  what  you  recall  from  the 

afternoon  of  October  the  17th,  1989? 

TH:    We  were  proceeding  southbound  on  1-880  coming  from  San  Francisco.   We  had 
left  San  Francisco  at  4:30,  and  we  were  on  the  southbound  Interstate  80  or 
the  Cypress  around  5  o'clock  when  the  Shockwave  hit.    I  didn't  realize 
what  it  was  at  first.   I  thought  it  was  a  flat  tire.   The  car  rocked  as  if 
1t  were  a  flat,  but  it  oscillated  back  and  forth.   So  at  that  point,  I 
knew  it  wasn't  a  flat,  but  I  thought  it  might  have  some  mechanical 
difficulty  until  I  saw  a  cloud  of  dust  to  the  ...  to  my  left  which  was 
later  determined  to  be  the  Nabisco  Tower  stack  that  fell  down.  Then,  at 
that  point,  we  knew  it  was  an  earthquake.   The  car  stabilized,  then  I 
accelerated  to  get  around  a  semi  truck,  some  kind  of  a  tanker  truck.  I'm 
not  sure  what.   Then,  the  shear  wave  hit  and  we  could  see  a  freeway  sign 
rocking  back  and  forth.    It  was  ...  I  think  Broadway  was  one  of  the  names 
on  the  street  ...  street  names  on  the  sign.   That  was  quite  a  ways  ahead 
of  us.   We  kept  moving  from  there  and  got  off  the  overhead  as  quick  as  we 
could.   As  we  were  proceeding  along  the  overhead,  I  saw  the  concrete 
structure  moving  to  the  point  where  the  expansion  joints  were  exploding. 
The  concrete  was  banging  together  so  hard.   It  was  quite  visible. 

RJ:    That  would  be  at  the  hinges  then? 

TH:    Yes.   This  was  on  the  handrails  of  the  rails  of  the  bridge.   That's  about 
it  really.   We  saw  several  other  structures  in  the  distance  fall  also,  the 
dust  from  them. 

RJ:    As  you're  proceeding  along  the  structure,  you  were  driving  the  car? 
TH:  Yes. 

RJ:    What  lane  were  you  travelling  in? 
TH:    The  center  lane,  I  believe. 

RJ:    There's  four  lanes  up  there,  starting  from  left  to  right. 
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TH:  Four  lanes?  I  believe  it  was  the  second  or  third. 

RJ:  Second  or  third  lane? 

TH:  Must  have  been  the  second  lane,  because  I  was  behind  ...  we  were  behind 
the  tanker  truck. 

RJ:  Now,  this  will  be  counting  from  the  left  hand  side?  Or  the  right  hand 
side? 

TH:  The  right  hand  side. 

RJ:  So  it  was  the  number  three  lane? 

TH:  That's  correct,  yeah. 

RJ:  About  what  speed  do  you  think  you  were  travelling? 

TH:  We  were  moving  along  probably  around  60. 

RJ:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  at  that  time? 

TH:  It  was  light. 

RJ:  Light?  Now,  do  you  drive  that  section  of  roadway  very  often? 

TH:  No. 

RJ:  Infrequently  you'd  say? 

TH:  Right. 

RJ:  Have  you  ever  been  on  it  around  5  o'clock  at  night? 

TH:  No. 

RJ:  So  it  wouldn't  do  me  to  ask  you  to  compare  it  to  any  other  work  days? 

TH:    No.   I  wouldn't  really  know.   Generally,  the  traffic  all  the  way  from  the 
city  was  light. 

RJ:  Generally? 

TH:    Which,  from  the  news  reports,  I  hear  it's  usually  pretty  heavy. 

RJ:    You  were  travelling  in  the  number  three  lane,  second  from  the  right  hand 
side.   You  were  behind  a  truck  when  you  felt  the  motion? 

TH:  Correct. 

RJ:    You  described  it  as  a  flat.   Could  you  be  a  little  more  specific?  What 
was  the  lateral  motion?  You  indicated  side  to  side.   How  far  side  to 
side? 
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TH:    The  driver's  side  dipped.    I  felt  like  it  was  going  to  roll  over.   The  car 
was  going  to  roll  over.    It  tipped  to  the  left  then  back  to  the  right. 
Immediately,  I  let  off  the  gas  and  put  my  ...  poised  my  foot  above  the 
brake.    I  didn't  want  to  hit  it  though.    I  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror 
and,  at  that  point,  I  did  see  a  cloud  of  dust  behind  us.   Quite  a  large 
cloud  of  dust.    It  looked  quite  a  ways  back.   Then,  I  looked  forward  again 
and  started  to  put  on  the  brake,  because  a  truck  in  front  of  me  was 
slowing  down.    It  was  quite  a  ways  ahead.   Then,  I  got  control  of  the 
vehicle  again  and  went  around  the  truck  and  accelerated. 

RJ:    Do  you  remember  any  of  the  cars  that  were  immediately  in  your  vicinity? 
What  they  were,  besides  the  truck?   I  know  that  was  a  long  time  ago. 

TH:    There  were  very,  very  few.   Again,  the  traffic  was  pretty  light.   I  did 
notice  once  we  got  around  the  truck,  that  there  were  at  least  one  or  maybe 
two  cars  that  had  stopped,  pulled  along  side  the  rail. 

RJ:    Pulled  over  to  the  side  and  stopped? 

TH:    One  woman,  I  recall,  looking  at  her  tires. 

RJ:    Let  me  familiarize  you  with  the  structure  here  again.   The  north  end  up 
there,  34th  Street,  about  where  your  right  hand  is,  is  what  passes  under 
the  ...  32nd  Street  ...  under  the  freeway  there.   This  location  here  is 
West  Grand  Avenue,  where  the  curve  is.   This  area  here  is  14th  Street.  Up 
in  here,  there  are  no  shoulders  whatsoever.   As  you  get  down  here  about 
14th  Street,  you  pick  up  a  bit  of  a  shoulder  here.  Then  again,  it's  a 
while  before  you  have  shoulders.  Then  again,  down  here  you  have  some. 
About  where  do  you  think  you  were  along  that  structure  when  you  first  felt 
the  shaking? 

TH:    The  initial  Shockwave,  we  were  right  where  the  Nabisco  tower  was,  the 
stack.   I  was  just  looking  for  it  and  I  can't  figure  it  out  here. 

RJ:    I  don't  recall. 

TH:    This  was  taken  afterwards. 

RJ:    Yes,  this  the  day  after. 

TH:    It  would  be  somewhere  in  this  area. 

RJ:    You're  saying  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Grand  or  south.   That's  where  you 
first  felt  the  Shockwave? 

TH:    Right.   When  that  hit,  that's  when  the  stack  must  have  fallen. 

RJ:    Now,  is  that  when  you  first  felt  the  motion  in  your  vehicle  or  did  you 
feel  it? 

TH:    That  was  the  first. 

RJ:    You  say  you  took  your  foot  off  the  gas  and  poised  it  above  the  brake? 
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TH:    Urn -hum. 

RJ:    Fairly  normal  for  a  flat  tire  sensation.  Did  you  brake  after  you  poised 
above  it? 

TH:    Yes,  after  I  checked  the  mirror,  I  put  the  brakes  on  slightly.   I  slowed 
down  I  guess  to  about  45,  something  like  that. 

RJ:    From  60  down  to  45.   But  you  were  able  to  continue  driving? 

TH:  Right. 

RJ:    You  saw  the  dust  to  your  rear  you  said,  a  dust  cloud.    If  you're  picking 
up  the  motion  someplace  in  here  and  you  getting  a  little  further  south, 
about  how  long  in  time  was  that  before  you  looked  back  to  see  this  dust 
cloud? 

TH:    That  was  almost  ...  almost  immediate,  because  when  I  first  felt  the  motion 
of  the  car  moving,  I  took  my  foot  off  the  gas  and  looked  up  before  I 
braked  ...  put  on  the  brakes. 

RJ:    So  you  say  that  might  have  been  right  up  in  this  vicinity  you  were  seeing 
the  dust  cloud?  Around  West  Grand  Avenue.   But  it  was  some  distance  to 
your  rear? 

TH:    Correct.   Quite  a  ways  back. 

RJ:    Quite  a  ways  back?  Then,  how  long  do  you  think  you  drove  before  you  saw 
the  cars  stopped? 

TH:    Well,  I  maneuvered  around  the  semi  and  then  started  accelerating.   So  I 
would  say,  maybe  five  seconds  before  the  shear  wave  hit.   Something  on 
that  order. 

RJ:    That's  the  point  where  you  saw  ... 

TH:    Where  I  saw  the  sign  waving  back  and  forth. 

RJ:    This  would  be  approximately  five  seconds  after  you  felt  the  initial 
motion? 

TH:    That's  correct. 

RJ:    Then,  you  felt  shear  waves  in  that  period,  within  five  seconds  of  the 
initial  motion? 

TH:    Right,  and  they  didn't  ...  that  didn't  affect  the  drivability  of  the  car. 

RJ:    Did  you  see  any  motion  in  the  structure,  other  than  what  you  described  at 
the  joints?   I  know  you're  talking  about  the  concrete  guards  rails  with 
the  pipes  on  top. 

TH:    Right.  Urn-hum. 
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RJ:  Right  at  the  joints  of  those,  you  could  see  motion  and  there  was  concrete 
blowing  out  of  those? 

TH:    Right.   That's  about  all . 

RJ:    That  was  from  the  motion  of  them  grinding  together? 

TH:    I  would  assume  it  was  the  flexing  back  and  forth  that  they  were 
undergoing. 

RJ:    Are  you  an  engineer? 

TH:    Yes.   I  would  imagine  that  concrete  was  probably  ...  it  would  ...  5  to 
6,000  per  pounds  to  square  inch.   It  would  take  that  kind  of  force  for  it 
to  explode  like  that. 

RJ:  I'm  extremely  interested  about  what  you  described  as  shear  waves.  I  know 
what  you're  talking  about.  Could  you  be  a  little  bit  more  specific  as  to 
how  it  is  that  you  knew  that  it  was  that  type  of  a  wave? 

TH:  Well,  just  the  way  the  sign  was  moving  and  the  concrete  exploding  around, 
I  knew  the  structure  was  undergoing  severe  movement  at  that  time. 

RJ:    So  you  knew  that  then,  that  is  ...  that  you  were  into  the  strong  motion  at 
this  time? 

TH:  Right. 

RJ:    The  sign,  you  say,  it's  moving  back  and  forth?   Is  there  a  vertical  motion 
in  it?   Is  it  just  lateral?   Is  it  just  rocking  or  swaying? 

TH:  It  was  lateral  motion  on  the  plane  of  the  sign  placard.  It  was  moving  in 
that  direction  back  and  forth.   Like  someone  was  waving  a  flag. 

RJ:    Did  you  see  any  ... 

TH:    The  displacement  was  maybe  two  feet,  something  like  that.    It  seemed  ... 
it  seemed  like  it  was  moving  at  least  two  feet. 

RJ:    Was  that  consistent  with  the  displacement  you  were  feeling  in  your 
vehicle? 

TH:    Yeah,  I  didn't  notice  that  much  of  a  displacement  in  the  vehicle  when  the 
shear  waves  hit.   There  was  some  movement,  but  not  like  the  initial 
Shockwave.    I  was  able  to  maintain  the  speed  without  losing  control.  I 
think  I  did  slow  down,  but  I  didn't  put  my  foot  off  the  gas.    I  didn't 
have  the  sensation  of  losing  control  of  the  vehicle. 

RJ:    Lets  go  back  to  time  here  now.   Five  seconds  you  say.  To  me  a  second 
would  be  something  like  one  thousand  one,  one  thousand  two,  one  thousand 
three,  one  thousand  four,  about  that  range. 

TH:    Urn- hum. 
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RJ:    You  say  about  five  of  that,  does  that  seem  about  right  to  you? 

TH:    Yes,  that  would  ...  that's  about  the  period  of  time  it  took  to  get  around 
the  truck.   At  least  that,  maybe  a  little  bit  longer.   We  didn't 
experience  the  shear  waves  coming  until  after  we  were  around  the  truck  and 
moving  down  the  freeway. 

RJ:  So  sometime  within  five  to,  what? 

TH:  Five,  I  would  say  no  more  than  eight  seconds. 

RJ:  This  was  from  the  time  you  felt  the  initial  motion? 

TH:  Correct. 

RJ:  Did  you  at  any  time  see  any  portion  of  the  structure  collapse? 

TH:    No.   I  didn't  even  realize  it  had  until  we  got  down  to  the  Coliseum. 

Then,  it  dawned  on  me  the  dust  cloud  I  saw,  in  the  back,  that  was  what  had 
fallen.  That's  when  we  got  a  report  that  the  Cypress  had  fallen. 

RJ:    How  long  do  you  think  that  was  after  you  had  left  that  double  decker 
section? 

TH:    I  would  guess  a  few  minutes. 
RJ:    Just  a  couple  of  minutes? 
TH:    Urn- hum. 

RJ:    The  first  thing  that  brought  your  attention,  that  told  you  that  it  was  an 
earthquake,  was  when  you  saw  the  Nabisco  stack  go  down? 

TH:    Right,  and  the  event  of  losing  control  of  the  vehicle. 

RJ:    I  recall  that  Nabisco  is  right  down  in  here  near  14th  St.,  I  remember 

seeing  the  building,  I  just  don't  remember  seeing  any  stack.  Obviously,  I 
wouldn't,  because  it  was  gone. 

RL:    Can  you  pinpoint  your  location?  To  the  best  of  your  ability,  pinpoint  the 
location  when  that  shear  wave,  that  you  talked  about,  hit? 

RJ:    I  think  he  was  near  an  overhead  sign  that  totally  crosses  the  freeway. 

TH:    That  tower  would  help. 

RJ:    I'm  awfully  sorry  I  don't  have  a  photograph  of  that  shows  us  the  tower. 

RL:    I  don't  believe  there's  an  overhead  sign  on  that  entire  structure  that 
we're  looking  at  here. 

RJ:    I  know  there  is  one  right  here  at  the  ramp.   I'm  just  trying  to  recall, 
I've  driven  it  and  its  down  ... 
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TH:    I  think  it's  the  one  I  saw  is  this  one  here.   It  was  off  to  the  right  of 
the  freeway. 

RJ:    There  was  a  sign  up  here,  but  it  of  course  is  down. 

RL:    The  signs  that  you're  indicating  there  are  just  south  of  14th  Street. 

TH:    This  looks  like  it  would  be  it,  I  was  quite  a  ways  from  that  one. 

RJ:    14th  right  here.    Isn't  that  where  the  ramp  starts? 

RL:  Yeah. 

RJ:    15th,  I  mean  13th.   Maybe  around  11th  or  12th  is  where  you're  indicating 
that  sign  is.   Somewhere  around  12th  or  13th. 

TH:    I  guess  so. 

RJ:    Other  than  the  people  with  you,  have  you  talked  to  any  investigators  about 
your  experience  and  what  you  saw  or  felt? 

TH:  No. 

RJ:    Haven't  had  a  chance  to  tell  anybody  this  story  yet? 
TH:    Oh,  just  acquaintances. 

RJ:  Acquaintances  and  people  you  work  with,  right?  I  have  nothing  further  at 
this  time.  How  about  you?  Is  there  anything  you  can  think  of  that  would 
be  helpful  to  us  that  we  might  not  have  covered? 

TH:  No. 

RJ:    Well,  I  thank  you  very  much.   We'll  go  ahead  and  conclude  this  at  1043 
hours. 
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"                                     .  *»aa  i ii terv i ewea  djt  investigator  kick  Linson,  ffyy^Dj 
on  February  14,  1990,  at  approximately  1000  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 

uj   tc  i  cjjiiumc  .      iiic  i  ta  Lciiici  l  u  was   La|Je  i  ctorucU.      1 IJB  TOI  1  Owing  IS  an  CUllcd 

transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investiqator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
RH: 

RL: 

I  need  to  conduct  an  interview  with  vou  and  I  can  do  it  over  the  ohone  if 

A      1  1  W  W  VI      W>  W     WwllW.MwW     Ul  1       1  1  1  W  W  1*1  W  TV     TV  1  Wl  1     J  vU     Ui  IU      A      w  U  1  1     W      1  w     w  V  W  1        Wl  IV      U|  iwi  Iw  II 

you'd  like. 

RH: 

Sure. 

RL: 

If  it's  more  convenient.   Basically,  what  I'd  like  you  to  do  is  just  tell 
me  aaain  what  haDDened.  and  I'm  aoina  to  taDe  record  it  so  we  can  have  it 

1 1 1  *-*      U  *j  w>  III      TV  1  1  U  v      1  1  U  L/  1/ V  I  1  \*  w.  )       w>  1  I V       *      III     2}  *  III           W  w      W  VI  p»  W      1    W  ww  ■    w«       I  W      w  w     TV  w      w  U II     II  W/  v  w       I  W 

transcribed  just  for  the  accuracy  of  the  statement.   I've  got  about 
sixteen  auestions  that  vou '11  orobablv  answer  when  vou  tell  me  what 
happened. 

RH: 

OK. 

RL: 

If  you  don't,  I'll  ask  those  afterwards  if  it's  OK. 

RH: 

OK. 

RL: 

What  I'd  like  to  do  is  get  your  address  from  you  if  I  could  first. 

RH: 

Business  address  or  personal  address? 

RL: 

Whichever  you  prefer. 

RH: 

Business  address. 

RL: 

OK. 

RH: 

That's 

RL: 

Is  it 

RH: 

Yes.    It's  Hayward.  94544. 

RL: 

Your  date  of  birth? 

RH: 

RL: 

If  you  would,  just  kind  of  start  maybe  ten  minutes  or  so  before  the 
incident.   So,  you  can  tell  me  where  you're  coming  from,  where  you're 
going  and  identify  the  people  in  the  car  with  you  and  what  have  you. 

RH: 

Well,  I  had  been  attending  a  seminar  in  San  Francisco.   With  a  number  of 
other                                                        There's  about,  all 
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together,  about  13  or  us,  something  like  that.  We  went  over  in  carpools, 
basically.   We  had  gotten  out  of  that  seminar,  oh,  I  guess,  about  4:20  or 
something,  and  were  making  our  way  back  from  San  Francisco,  back  to  the 
office.   We  had  made  it  in  the  qroup  that  I  was  in,  in  the  car  was, 

We  had  just  got  off  the  Bay  Bridge  and 
had  arrived,  basically,  at  the  distribution  structure.  The  distribution 
structure,  what  I  mean  is  that's  where  80  goes  north  and  880  goes 
basically  south  and  680  goes  east.  That's  the  distribution  structure.  We 
had  turned  making  the  swing  onto  880  when  the  first  shock  wave  basically 
hit.   We  bounced  around  pretty  good  but  the  ...  it  was  very  short  and 
brief  so  we  thought  well,  that's  all  there  is  to  it.  Then,  we  kept 
coming.  Then,  a  few  seconds  afterwards,  I'm  guessing  five  or  six  seconds 
afterwards,  the  rolling  started.   Things  really  got  interesting  at  that 
point.  We  had  noticed  some  people  had  thought  they  had  a  flat  tire 
basically  and  pulled  to  either  the  right  or  the  left,  and  kind  of  got  out 
and  looked.   There  was  five  or  six  seconds  in  there,  I  think,  before  the 
rolling  really  started.   We  were  just  hitting  the  Cypress  Structure 
section,  I  guess.   I  remember  we  pulled  around  a  truck,  because  he  was 
going  slower.  We  were  probably  in  the  middle  lane  here.  When  the  rolling 
started,  we  got  around  him  and  then  ...  it  was  kind  of  interesting  then 
because  we  bounced  from  one  lane  to  the  other.   But  I  think  we're  all  of 
the  same  mind,  we  wanted  to  get  off  the  Cypress  Structure.  Essentially, 
because  there  was  a  lot  of  activity.   We  personally  didn't  have  a  lot  of 
assurance  in  the  Cypress  Structure  from  years  passed  experience. 
Basically,  we  just  bounced  ourselves  around  cars  and  on  down  all  the  way 
for  a  mile  and  a  half  until  we  got  off  the  Cypress  Structure.  That's 
basically  what  had  happened. 

RL:    Could  you  describe  for  me,  just  if  you  can,  using  a  cross  street  where  ... 
or  some  landmark  where  you  were  when  you  first  felt  that  shock  wave? 

RH:    That  would  be  the  extension  of  28th  and  32nd  Street.   They're  right  there 
at  the  turn  as  you  come  onto  the  Cypress  Structure,  off  the  distribution 
structure.   We  were  travelling  about  65  miles  an  hour.   So,  time  wise,  I 
would  estimate  that  we  made  that  whole  trip  in  about  a  minute  or  a  minute 
and  a  half,  something  like  that. 

RL:   With  respect  to  the  sensation  that  you  felt,  can  you  describe  if  it  was  a 
vertical  movement  or  a  horizontal  type? 

RH:    No,  it  was  actually  a  lateral  movement,  because  one  of  the  things  we  could 
see  was,  as  we  bounced  our  way  down  there,  was  there  is  a  big  street  sign 
for  East  14th  Street  off -ramp  there  I  guess.  That  thing  was,  it  looked 
like  a  little  willow  in  the  wind,  bouncing  back  and  forth  laterally  across 
the  freeway  there.    It  was  really  bouncing.   Of  course  somewhere  during 
this  whole  melee,  we  had  spotted  the  concrete  cloud  in  the  back  of  us  that 
was  ...  well  at  least  it  appeared  to  us,  coming  our  way.   It  was  like  a 
horror  movie  where  the  monster  is  following  you. 

RL:    Did  you  stop  on  the  structure? 

RH:    No,  we  did  not  stop  at  all.   We  had  reached  concurrently,  we  all  came  to 
the  same  conclusion,  we  wanted  to  get  off  the  structure  and  we  wanted  to 
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keep  going  the  best  we  could. 
RL:    You  had  mentioned  earlier  that  a  couple  of  vehicles  had  stopped? 
RH:  Yes. 

RL:    Can  you  estimate  how  many  vehicles  that  you  passed  that  were  stopped  on 
the  structure? 

RH:    This  is  pretty  wild,  because  you  know  you're  not  taking  count  as  you  go. 
I  would  say,  I  recognize  at  least  five  or  six  cars  had  stopped.   There  was 
one  truck  in  the  middle  of  the  freeway,  somewhere,  had  stopped.  We  came 
around  that  too.   But  I  couldn't  give  you  any  better  definitive  answer 
than  that. 

RL:    When  these  people  stopped,  were  they  stopped  on  the  shoulder  or  were  they 
stopped  in  the  traffic  lane? 

RH:    No,  the  only  cars  that  I  saw  had  pulled  either  to  the  right  or  to  the 

left.  There  is  basically  no  shoulder  on  that  freeway,  that  structure,  so 
it's  the  far  right  hand  lane  or  the  far  left  hand  lane.   The  people  had 
kind  of  pulled  over  to  ...  I  saw  one  guy  looking  at  his  tires  like  he's 
amazed  there  was  nothing  wrong.   But  other  than  that,  no  I  can't  say  there 
was  more  than  five  or  six  vehicles. 

RL:    Could  you  describe  any  of  the  vehicles  that  you  saw  stopped? 

RH:    No,  not  at  this  point. 

RL:    Could  you  identify  the  location  where  the  vehicles  stopped?    Using  a 
cross  street  or  some  landmark. 

RH:    Well,  no  I  really  couldn't  other  than  in  that  stretch.  That's  about  as 
close  as  I  could  come  to  it.   From  the  point  that  we  had  ...  after  we 
experienced  the  first  shock,  and  I'd  say  we  were,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  into  the  structure.   So,  from  there  on  down  you  kind  of  spotted  them 
as  you  went. 

RL:    I  don't  mean  to  sound  redundant  here  but,  you  first  experienced  ...  or  the 
first  experience  that  you  related,  as  far  as  the  earthquake  is  concerned, 
is  right  after  you  left  80  and  proceeded  south  on  the  Cypress  Structure? 

RH:    Well,  the  distribution  structure  there.   There's  a  large  sweeping  turn 
there,  which  takes  you  up  onto  the  Cypress  Structure. 

RL:    Had  you  cleared  that  turn  when  you  first  felt  it,  or  were  you  in  that 
turn,  or  do  you  recall? 

RH:    No,  we  were  just  coming  out  of  that  turn  so  it  was  just  at  the  end  of  the 
turn  there.   That's  how  I  kind  of  know  where  80,  and  28th,  and  32nd 
Streets  are. 

RL:    Do  you  know  where  West  Grand  Avenue  is?  Where  that  crosses? 
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RH:    West  Grand?  That's  kind  of  a  ways  down.   Yeah,  I've  got  a  rough  idea 
where  it  is.    I  could  look  at  a  map. 

RL:    I'll  give  you  a  numbered  cross  street.   Probably  would  be  22nd,  it's 
between  20th  and  24th. 

RH:    Um-hum.   Closer  to  the  end  of  Cypress  structure. 

RL:    Specifically,  what  I'm  asking  is  do  you  recall  if  you  were  north  or  south 
of  that  when  you  first  felt  that  motion? 

RH:    Oh,  we  were  well  north  of  that.   Way  up. 

RL:    Well  north?  Could  you  give  me  a  definitive  ...  half  a  mile  or? 

RH:    Just  from  recollection,  that  would  be  at  least  a  half  a  mile  north  of 
that.   We  were  way  up  to  28th  and  32nd  Street.   So,  that's  a  good  half 
mile  probably. 

RL:    Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

RH:    Oh,  yeah.   Always  going  to  San  Francisco  for  something. 
RL:    How  frequently  do  you  travel  it? 

RH:    Oh,  for  seminars,  meeting  with  Cal Trans,  other  people,  I  would  say  five  or 
six  times  a  month  probably.   I'm  going  visiting  people  or  something,  we're 
always  going  that  way  for  something.   Relating  to  the  job,  we're  always 
seeing  Cal trans.   Which,  their  Headquarters  are  in  San  Francisco.   So,  we 
coordinate  a  lot  of  our  projects  with  them.   So,  we're  always  there  for 
meetings  or  information  or  something. 

RL:    So,  you're  meeting  with  Cal trans  pretty  regularly? 

RH:  Yes. 

RL:    Could  you  describe  the  traffic  at  that  time  of  day? 

RH:    On  the  top  deck,  basically  what  I  could  describe,  it  was  very  light.  In 
fact,  we  were  all  kind  of  amazed  we  had  got  out  of  San  Francisco  that  easy 
that  day.   Of  course,  I  guess  we  had  kind  of  chalked  it  up  to  the  game, 
but  most  people  were  probably  at  the  game  or  somewhere  else  that  day. 

RL:    Right.   Now  this  will  be  a  tough  question,  I'm  sure.  With  respect  to  the 
first  sensation  that  you  felt  after  you  just  entered  the  Cypress 
Structure,  could  you  give  me  an  estimate  in  time  from  that  point  to  the 
point  where  you  had  indicated  the  strong  motion  or  a  rock  and  roll  or  the 
real  heavy  sensation  came? 

RH:    Oh,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

RL:    In  time? 
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RH:    Oh,  in  time? 
RL:  Yes. 

RH:    Oh,  well,  since  we're  going  60  miles  a  second,  that  would  be  about  15 
seconds. 

RL:    It  took  about  15  seconds  from  the  time  that  first  sensation  hit? 
RH:    Yeah,  10  to  15  seconds.   Something  like  that. 

RL:    Well,  I  don't  think  I  have  any  more  questions.   That  ought  to  just  about 
do  it.   Were  you  going  to  send  that  statement? 

RH:    Yes,  I  already  had  that  mailed  to  you. 

RL:    Great.   All  right.   Well,  sir,  I  appreciate  your  time.  The  time  is  1008 
concluding  the  interview. 
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W-57,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1400  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  driving  and  that  she  had  one 

passenger.   She  related  that  at  approximately  1650  hours  she  had  traversed 
1-880  northbound  in  the  N-l  lane  at  65  mph.   She  also  indicated  that  she 
drives  this  route  daily,  and  that  traffic  was  extremely  light  and  flowing 
freely.   She  stated  that  she  had  proceeded  westbound  on  1-80,  SFOBB,  from 
1-880,  and  that  she  was  on  the  western  most  cantilever  section  of  the 
bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.   She  said  that  her  vehicle  began  shaking 
from  side  to  side,  and  was  in  danger  of  going  out  of  control,  so  she  pulled 
to  the  left  shoulder  and  stopped  at  Yerba  Buena  Island.   She  also  said  that 
the  other  vehicles  around  her  stopped  also,  and  that  she  also  noted  that 
there  was  no  other  vehicles  coming  westbound  from  behind  her.   She  stated 
that  her  vehicle  had  not  been  damaged,  and  that  she  and  her  passenger  were 
uninjured.   She  related  that  she  subsequently  drove  to  San  Francisco  where 
she  exited  the  freeway. 


W-58,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Denise  Sisneroz  by 

telephone  on  October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  1140  hours.   The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  was  driving 

northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-l  lane  at  approximately  60  mph.   She  indicated 
that  she  was  enroute  from  the  Oakland  Airport  to  Sacramento,  and  that  she 
seldom  drives  this  route.   She  described  traffic  on  1-880  as  light.  She 
stated  that  when  she  was  just  north  of  34th  Street  her  vehicle  began  a  side 
to  side  rolling  motion  and  was  very  difficult  to  control.   She  related  that 
she  began  slowing  and  then  stopped  with  surrounding  traffic.   She  described 
the  freeway's  motion  as  a  rolling,  side  to  side  motion.   She  also  related 
that  she  was  unaware  that  the  freeway  had  collapsed  behind  her.  She 
stated  that  she  was  not  injured  and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-59,  j  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by 

telephone  on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1835  hours.  The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  was  driving 

northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-4  lane  at  approximately  45  mph.   She  indicated 
that  she  had  entered  1-880  at  Coliseum  Drive  and  was  enroute  to  her  home  in 
Vallejo.   She  related  that  she  drives  this  route  frequently,  and  described 
the  traffic  as  moderate  and  flowing  freely.   She  stated  that  she  continued 
east bound  on  1-80  from  1-880,  and  was  travelling  in  the  E-3  lane  at 
approximately  55  mph.   She  related  that  when  she  was  between  the  Carlson 
Drive  and  Central  Avenue  overcrossings,  her  vehicle  swerved  sharply  to  the 
right.   She  stated  that  she  was  able  to  control  her  vehicle  and  continued 
to  drive  eastbound  on  1-80.  She  also  indicated  that  she  did  not  notice  any 
structure  motion,  because  she  was  too  busy  trying  to  control  her  vehicle. 
She  also  stated  that  she  was  not  injured  and  that  her  vehicle  was 
undamaged. 
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W-60,  ',  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Fritz  Eberly  by  telephone 

on  October  30,  1989,  at  approximately  1045  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  had  traversed  1-880  northbound 

approximately  25  minutes  prior  to  the  earthquake.   He  indicated  that  he  was 
driving  his  vehicle  in  the  N-3  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.   He  also 
related  that  traffic  was  light  and  flowing  smoothly.   He  stated  that  he 
proceeded  westbound  on  1-580  from  1-880,  and  that  he  was  approaching  the 
Richmond-San  Rafael  Bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  indicated  that 
although  he  felt  the  ground  motion,  he  did  not  associate  it  with  an 
earthquake. 


W-61,  \  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1900  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  northbound  just  prior  to  the  earthquake.   He  indicated  that 
that  he  had  been  driving  in  the  N-l  and  N-2  lanes  at  approximately  65  mph. 
He  also  related  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  he  described 
traffic  as  remarkably  light.   He  stated  that  he  proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80 
from  1-880.   He  indicated  that  on  1-80  he  was  travelling  in  the  E-l  lane  at 
approximately  55  mph.   He  also  related  that  when  he  was  between  Powell 
Street  and  Ashby  Avenue,  his  vehicle  began  swaying  from  side  to  side,  like 
it  had  been  hit  by  a  couple  of  strong  gusts  of  wind.  He  said  that  he  had 
not  noticed  any  motion  in  the  roadway,  and  that  he  was  unaware  that  1-880 
had  collapsed.   He  also  stated  that  he  was  uninjured  and  that  his  vehicle 
had  not  been  damaged. 


W-62,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  1320  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness       >  stated  that  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was  driving 
northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-l  lane  at  approximately  55-60  mph.  He 
indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  he  described  traffic 
as  light  in  the  two  left  lanes  and  somewhat  heavier  in  the  two  right 
lanes.   He  related  that  when  he  reached  the  merge  point  for  traffic 
proceeding  westbound  on  1-80,  SFOBB,  his  vehicle  began  pitching  from  side 
to  side  and  was  difficult  to  control.   He  also  stated  that  he  slowed  and 
moved  to  the  N-2  lane,  and  then  came  to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic. 
He  described  the  roadway's  motion  as  a  rolling,  twisting  motion,  which 
lasted  approximately  six  or  seven  seconds.   He  indicated  that  he  was  not 
injured  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged.   He  said  that  he  continued 
westbound  on  1-80,  SFOBB,  then  learned  that  it  was  impassable. 
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W-63,  1,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Tom  Allen,  Jr.  by  telephone 

on  October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  0850  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 


Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  had 

traversed  1-880  in  the  N-3  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.   She  indicated 
that  she  drives  this  route  twice  daily.   She  indicated  that  traffic  on 
1-880  northbound  was  light  in  the  two  left  lanes  and  somewhat  heavier  in 
the  two  right  lanes.   She  related  that  as  she  neared  the  I-880/I-80/I-580 
interchange,  traffic  began  to  bunch  up,  and  she  slowed  to  approximately 
5-10  mph.   She  stated  that  her  vehicle  suddenly  began  to  sway  from  side  to 
side  as  if  it  were  riding  a  wave.   She  indicated  that  she  slowed  even  more, 
but  continued  through  the  interchange  and  proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80.  She 
also  related  that  she  was  not  injured,  and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-64,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  1100  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  >tated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

driven  northbound  on  East  Cypress  Street,  adjacent  to  1-880,  and  entered 
1-880  northbound  via  the  32nd  Street  on-ramp.   He  stated  that  he  noted  that 
traffic  travelling  northbound  on  1-880  was  extremely  light.   He  related 
that  he  had  proceeded  northbound  on  1-880,  then  proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80 
in  the  E-2  lane  of  the  transition  road  at  approximately  15-20  mph.   He  said 
that  the  roadway  suddenly  began  a  lateral  rolling  motion,  and  he  saw  the 
joint  between  the  E-l  and  E-2  lanes  open  and  close.  He  indicated  that  he 
came  to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.  He  also  related  that  he  was  not 
injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-65,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Denise  Sisneroz  by 

telephone  on  October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1425  hours.  The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  was 

driving  southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-l  lane  at  approximately  65  mph.  She 
indicated  that  she  drives  this  route  daily,  and  she  described  traffic  as 
moderate.   She  said  that  when  she  was  just  south  of  Broadway,  her  vehicle 
began  rocking  from  side  to  side  and  bouncing  up  and  down.   She  related  that 
she  began  slowing,  changed  lanes  to  the  S-2  lane  and  brought  her  vehicle  to 
a  stop  along  with  surrounding  traffic.  She  also  said  that  she  did  not  pay 
any  attention  to  the  structure's  motion  and  that  she  was  unaware  of  the 
freeway  collapse  until  later.   She  indicated  that  she  had  not  been  injured, 
and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged. 
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W-66,  5,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jeff  Talbott  by  telephone 

on  October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1525  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  had  traversed  1-880  northbound  to  eastbound 

1-80  at  approximately  1700  hours.   She  indicated  that  she  drives  this  route 
twice  daily.   She  described  traffic  as  light  to  moderate  and  travelling  at 
approximately  60-65  mph  until  the  1-80  interchange,  where  it  was  moderate 
to  heavy.   She  related  that  she  continued  eastbound  on  1-80  to  Powell 
Street,  where  she  exited  the  freeway.  She  indicated  that  she  was  on  Powell 
Street  at  Christy  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  said  that  her  vehicle 
suddenly  began  to  sway  side  to  side,  like  waves  were  running  through  it  in 
both  directions.   She  related  that  she  slowed  and  stopped  with  surrounding 
traffic.   She  also  indicated  that  she  was  not  injured  and  that  her  vehicle 
was  undamaged. 


W-67,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  0815  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

travelling  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-3  lane  at  approximately  55-60  mph. 
He  indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  he  described 
traffic  as  unusually  light.   He  related  that  he  was  just  entering  the 
transition  road  to  eastbound  1-80  in  the  E-l  lane  when  the  earthquake 
struck.   He  stated  that  his  vehicle's  radio  went  off,  and  that  his  vehicle 
suddenly  began  swerving  from  side  to  side  and  was  very  difficult  to 
control.  He  specifically  described  his  vehicle's  motion  as  swerving 
sharply  to  the  left,  then  back  to  the  right,  and  then  back  to  the  left 
again.  He  indicated  that  he  was  able  to  maintain  control  of  his  vehicle, 
and  that  he  slowed  and  stopped  with  surrounding  traffic.   He  stated  that  he 
noted  that  the  eastbound  1-580  transition  road,  which  passed  overhead,  was 
swaying  from  side  to  side  and  that  there  were  brick  sized  pieces  of 
concrete  falling  from  it.   He  indicated  that  he  was  not  injured  and  that 
his  vehicle  was  undamaged.   He  related  that  he  subsequently  continued 
eastbound  on  1-80  to  Vallejo. 


W-68,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1140  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-l  lane  at  approximately  55-60  mph. 
She  related  that  she  drives  this  route  two  or  three  times  a  month,  and  she 
felt  that  traffic  was  lighter  than  usual.   She  indicated  that  she  entered 
the  freeway  northbound  at  Market  Street  and  that  she  was  just  south  of  14th 
Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.   She  stated  that  her  vehicle  suddenly 
jerked  sharply  to  the  left,  back  to  the  right,  and  then  back  to  the  left 
again.   She  indicated  that  she  thought  she  had  a  flat  tire,  and  that  she 
slowed  and  came  to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.   She  also  stated  that 
she  did  not  notice  any  structure  motion,  because  she  was  too  busy  trying  to 
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control  her  vehicle.  She  also  indicated  that  she  was  not  injured,  and  that 
her  vehicle  was  undamaged.  She  related  that  she  subsequently  made  a  u-turn 
and  exited  the  freeway  via  the  northbound  14th  Street  on-ramp. 


W-69,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1405  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  truck,  and  that  he  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-4  lane  at  approximately  50  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  frequently,  and  that  traffic  was  moderate 
and  flowing  at  approximately  50  mph.   He  indicated  that  he  was  driving 
northbound  near  8th  Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  stated  that  his 
truck  suddenly  began  weaving  erratically  within  the  N-4  lane,  like  there 
was  something  wrong  with  his  front  axle.   He  indicated  that  he  was  having 
difficulty  in  controlling  his  vehicle,  but  he  was  able  to  bring  it  safely 
to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.   He  related  that  he  was  unaware  of  any 
structure  motion  since  he  was  busy  trying  to  maintain  control  of  his 
vehicle.  He  also  related  that  he  got  out  of  his  vehicle  and  walked  to  the 
edge  of  the  freeway,  where  he  noticed  that  the  street  lights  were  swaying 
from  side  to  side.   He  also  stated  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his 
vehicle  was  undamaged.   He  subsequently  returned  to  his  vehicle  and 
proceeded  slowly  northbound  to  a  point  where  he  observed  that  the  freeway 
had  collapsed,  damaging  a  Nay  Flower  Noving  Van  and  a  car.   He  was  able  to 
turn  his  truck  around  and  exited  the  freeway  via  the  northbound  14th  Street 
on-ramp. 


W-70,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson  by  telephone 

on  October  31,  1989  at  approximately  1255  hours.   This  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

driving  southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-4  lane  at  approximately  60  mph.  He 
indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  about  ten  times  per  month,  and 
described  traffic  as  moderate.   He  related  that  he  was  near  7th  Street, 
entering  a  left  curve,  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  stated  that  his 
vehicle  felt  as  if  it  had  a  flat  tire  on  the  left  front.   He  indicated  that 
he  slowed,  pulled  to  the  right  shoulder,  and  stopped.   He  related  that  he 
got  out  of  his  vehicle  to  check  his  tires,  and  at  that  time  he  realized 
that  here  was  an  earthquake  in  progress.   He  indicated  that  he  looked  in  a 
northerly  direction  and  saw  the  freeway  collapsing.  He  stated  that  it 
collapsed  in  the  middle  first,  then  it  collapsed  northward  and  southward 
from  there  in  a  domino  fashion.   He  also  related  that  he  observed  a  vehicle 
vault  off  the  upper  deck  to  the  surface  street  below.   However,  he  could 
not  recall  the  color  or  type  of  vehicle  he  had  seen.  He  estimated  that  he 
was  approximately  400  feet  south  of  the  southern  most  portion  of  the 
collapse.  He  indicated  that  he  ran  to  the  scene  of  the  collapse  and 
attempted  to  render  aid  to  the  victims.  He  stated  that  emergency  personnel 
arrived  at  the  scene  within  eight  minutes  of  the  collapse,  and  that  he 
departed  the  scene  and  proceeded  home.   He  also  indicated  that  he  was  not 
injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 
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W-71,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1135  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  had  driven 

southbound  on  1-880  in  the  5-4  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.   He  related 
that  he  drives  this  route  daily,  and  that  traffic  was  very  light  and  was 
travelling  in  clusters.   He  indicated  that  he  had  exited  the  freeway  via 
the  14th  Street  off-ramp,  and  was  at  8th  and  Franklin  Streets  when  the 
earthquake  struck.   He  stated  that  his  vehicle  started  shaking  violently 
and  that  the  buildings  surrounding  him  began  swaying  from  side  to  side.  He 
indicated  that  he  stopped  his  vehicle  and  waited  until  the  motion 
subsided.   He  also  related  that  he  was  not  injured  and  that  his  vehicle  was 
undamaged. 


W-72,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Tom  Allen,  Jr.  by 

telephone  on  October  29,  1989,  at  approximately  1200  hours.  The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness    stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

driving  southbound  in  the  S-l  lane  at  approximately  55-60  mph.   He  related 
that  he  drives  this  route  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  light  to 
moderate.   He  indicated  that  he  was  southbound  in  the  vicinity  of  the  1-980 
interchange  when  his  vehicle  began  to  shake  violently.   He  stated  that 
although  he  did  not  see  the  structure's  motion,  he  felt  it  moving  from  side 
to  side  in  a  sharp  jolting  motion.   He  also  related  that  his  vehicle  was 
very  difficult  to  control,  but  that  he  was  able  to  bring  it  safely  to  a 
stop  along  with  surrounding  traffic.  He  also  indicated  that  while  he  was 
bringing  his  vehicle  to  a  stop,  he  struck  the  left  curb  with  his  vehicle's 
left  side  wheels.   He  also  stated  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his 
vehicle  was  undamaged.   He  subsequently  continued  southbound  on  1-880. 


W-73,  3  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  '         stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 
driving  southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-l  lane  at  approximately  60-65  mph.  He 
indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  and 
described  traffic  as  light  to  moderate.  He  related  that  he  was  between 
14th  and  9th  Streets  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  described  his 
vehicle's  motion  as  a  side  to  side  rolling  motion,  with  the  left  side 
coming  up,  then  the  right  side,  and  then  the  left  side  again.   He  indicated 
that  his  vehicle  was  extremely  difficult  to  control,  but  he  slowed  and  was 
ible  to  maintain  control  of  it.   He  stated  that  surrounding  traffic  was 
having  similar  difficulties,  and  that  he  observed  what  appeared  to  be  some 
minor  vehicle  collisions  in  the  right  lane.  He  also  indicated  that  he 
continued  southbound  on  1-880  and  exited  at  Hagenburger  Road.   He  stated 
that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged. 
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W-74.  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1700  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  had 

traversed  1-880  southbound  at  approximately  1630  hours.   She  indicated  that 
she  had  been  travelling  in  the  S-4  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.  She 
described  traffic  as  light  to  moderate  at  that  time. 


W-75,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by 

telephone  on  October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  1530  hours.  The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he 

had  been  travelling  northbound  in  the  N-2  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.  He 
indicated  that  he  normally  drives  this  route  three  to  five  times  a  week, 
and  he  described  traffic  as  light  in  the  two  left  lanes  and  somewhat 
heavier  in  the  two  right  lanes.   He  indicated  that  he  continued  eastbound 
on  1-80,  then  westbound  on  1-580,  and  that  he  was  stopped  in  traffic  on 
1-580  in  Richmond  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  related  that  his  vehicle 
began  rocking  from  side  to  side,  and  that  he  remained  stopped  until  its 
motion  ceased.   He  stated  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was 
undamaged.   He  subsequently  continued  westbound  on  1-580. 


W-76,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1020  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  had  traversed  1-880  northbound  at 

approximately  1645  hours,  and  that  traffic  was  light  at  that  time.  He 
indicated  that  he  had  been  travelling  northbound  in  the  N-l  lane  at 
approximately  60  mph.   He  related  that  he  proceeded  westbound  on  1-80, 
SFOBB,  from  1-880,  and  that  he  was  travelling  westbound  in  the  W-4  lane 
between  Yerba  Buena  Island  and  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck. 
He  stated  that  his  vehicle  suddenly  veered  to  the  left,  like  it  had  a  flat 
tire.   He  related  that  he  noticed  that  the  suspension  cables  were  swaying 
from  side  to  side.   He  also  related  that  he  slowed,  but  continued  on  to  5th 
Street  where  he  exited  the  freeway.   He  indicated  that  he  was  not  injured, 
and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-77,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  1550  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

been  driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-4  lane  at  approximately  60  mph. 
He  indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  often.   He  described  traffic  as 
unusually  light,  travelling  in  clusters  which  were  widely  spaced,  with  the 
majority  of  vehicles  in  the  two  right  lanes.   He  also  stated  that  he 
proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80  from  1-880,  and  was  travelling  in  the  E-4  lane 
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near  Powell  Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  related  that  his  vehicle 
suddenly  began  rocking  from  side  to  side.   He  indicated  that  he  was  able  to 
control  his  vehicle,  slowed,  and  pulled  to  the  right  shoulder  and  stopped. 
He  stated  that  he  did  not  notice  any  structure  motion  on  1-80.  He 
indicated  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-78,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Fritz  Eberly  by  telephone  on 

October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1520  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness       stated  that  he  had  traversed  1-880  northbound  in  the  N-2  lane 
at  approximately  45  mph.   He  described  traffic  on  1-880  as  very  light.  He 
related  that  he  proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80  from  1-880,  and  that  he  was 
near  University  Avenue  when  the  earthquake  struck  struck.   He  also 
indicated  that  he  slowed,  but  continued  eastbound  on  1-80. 


W-79,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1710  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

travelling  southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-4  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  extremely 
light.   He  indicated  that  when  he  was  nearing  Oak  Street,  his  vehicle  began 
shaking  violently  like  it  had  four  flat  tires.   He  stated  that  he  slowed 
and  looked  back,  in  preparation  for  moving  to  the  right.   He  related  that 
when  he  tried  to  move  to  the  right,  his  vehicle  would  not  respond.  He 
indicated  that  he  continued  to  slow  until  he  reached  approximately  20  mph. 
He  also  indicated  that  at  that  time  the  shaking  subsided  and  he  continued 
driving  south  on  1-880.   He  related  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his 
vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-80,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by 

telephone  on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1330  hours.   The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  driven  by 

and  that  they  had  traversed  1-880  northbound  just  prior  to 
the  earthquake.   She  indicated  that  they  had  entered  1-880  northbound  at 
High  Street  at  approximately  1655  hours,  and  proceeded  northbound  in  the 
N-l  lane  at  approximately  65  mph.   She  related  that  they  use  this  route 
daily,  and  described  traffic  on  1-880  as  moderate  and  moving  freely.  She 
also  stated  that  they  proceeded  westbound  on  1-80  from  1-880,  and  that  they 
were  travelling  in  the  W-l  lane  approaching  Yerba  Buena  Island  when  the 
earthquake  struck.   She  indicated  that  their  vehicle  started  swaying  from 
side  to  side.   She  related  that  the  driver  slowed  and  stopped  on  the  left 
shoulder  at  the  island.   She  indicated  that  they  were  not  injured  and  that 
their  vehicle  was  undamaged.   She  also  related  that  they  remained  stopped 
for  a  short  period  of  time  and  then  proceeded  into  San  Francisco  where  they 
exited  the  freeway. 
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W-81,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by 

telephone  on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1855  hours.   The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she 

had  traversed  1-880  northbound  in  the  N-4  lane  and  had  entered  the  W-2  lane 
of  the  transition  road  to  westbound  1-80.   She  related  that  she  drives  this 
route  twice  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  moderate,  but  heavier  at  the 
1-80  Interchange.   She  indicated  that  she  was  driving  at  approximately 
25-30  mph  when  the  earthquake  struck.   She  stated  that  her  vehicle  started 
swaying  side  to  side,  as  if  she  had  a  flat  tire.   She  described  the  motion 
as  swaying  to  the  right,  then  to  the  left,  and  then  back  to  the  right 
again.   She  also  stated  that  she  did  not  notice  the  structure's  motion, 
because  she  was  concentrating  on  controlling  her  vehicle.   She  related  that 
she  continued  slowly  westbound  and  then  stopped  on  the  right  shoulder  to 
check  her  vehicle.   She  indicated  that  she  was  uninjured,  and  that  her 
vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-82,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  0900  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness         i  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  had 
traversed  1-880  northbound  and  proceeded  eastbound  on  1-80.   She  indicated 
that  she  drives  this  route  every  Tuesday,  and  described  traffic  on  1-880  as 
moderate.   She  related  that  she  had  traversed  1-880  in  the  N-3  lane  at 
approximately  55-60  mph,  and  that  she  was  travelling  eastbound  on  1-80  in 
the  E-3  lane  at  approximately  15-20  mph  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She 
indicated  that  she  was  nearing  Ashby  Avenue  when  her  vehicle  suddenly  began 
swaying  side  to  side.   She  indicated  that  the  motion  was  so  violent  that  it 
felt  like  all  four  of  her  tires  were  coming  off.   She  also  related  that  she 
slowed,  but  continued  driving  eastbound  on  1-80.   She  also  indicated  that 
she  was  uninjured,  and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-83,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  2040  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  '  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  southbound  from  westbound  1-80  at  approximately  1655 
hours.   He  related  that  he  drives  this  route  frequently,  and  described 
traffic  on  1-880  as  very  light.   He  indicated  that  he  was  travelling 
southbound  in  the  S-l  lane  at  approximately  65  mph.   He  stated  that  he 
exited  the  freeway  at  the  Alameda  exit  and  proceeded  to  his  home  in 
Alameda.   He  also  related  that  he  was  inside  his  home  when  the  earthquake 
struck.   He  indicated  that  he  first  felt  a  sharp  jolt,  and  then  within  five 
seconds  a  series  of  waves  began  to  course  through  the  concrete  slab  floor. 
He  indicated  that  waves  lasted  approximately  15-20  seconds,  and  reminded 
him  of  being  on  board  a  ship. 
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W-84,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Fritz  Eberly  by  telephone  on 

October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1545  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had  just 

entered  1-880  northbound  via  the  32nd  Street.   He  related  that  he  proceeded 
northbound  in  the  W-4  lane  at  approximately  40  mph.   He  indicated  that  he 
drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  very  light.  He 
also  stated  that  he  was  approaching  the  westbound  1-580  overcrossing  when 
the  earthquake  struck.   He  indicated  that  his  vehicle  suddenly  began 
rocking  side  to  side.   He  indicated  that  he  slowed  and  then  stopped  near 
the  right  guardrail.  He  related  that  he  did  not  see  any  motion  in  the 
1-880  structure,  but  that  he  observed  the  westbound  1-580  transition  road 
rocking  from  side  to  side.   He  also  related  that  there  were  small  pieces  of 
cement  falling  from  the  overpass.   He  stated  that  he  did  not  observe  the 
collapse  of  the  1-880  Cypress  Structure,  but  estimated  that  he  was 
approximately  50-60  yards  north  of  the  north  end  of  the  collapsed 
sections.  He  also  indicated  that  he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle 
was  undamaged. 


W-85,  .,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Denise  Sisneroz  by  telephone 

on  October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1700  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-l  lane  at  approximately  50  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  light. 
He  indicated  that  he  was  just  north  of  8th  Street  when  his  vehicle  began 
rocking  and  rolling  from  side  to  side.  He  also  indicated  that  he  thought 
that  he  had  a  flat  tire,  but  then  he  realized  that  he  could  not  control  his 
vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  slowed  his  vehicle  and  fought  to  control  it. 
He  related  that  he  noticed  that  the  freeway  was  also  rocking  and  rolling 
from  side  to  side,  and  that  he  observed  a  large  dust  cloud  rising  north  of 
his  location.   He  indicated  that  he  came  to  a  stop  with  surrounding 
traffic.  He  also  related  that  a  truck  which  had  been  travelling  in  front 
of  him  had  its  front  end  crushed  by  falling  concrete.  He  stated  that  he 
was  uninjured  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged.  He  indicated  that  he 
subsequently  exited  the  freeway  via  the  14th  Street  on-ramp. 


W-86,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1720  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  northbound  and  proceeded  westbound  on  1-80  just  prior  to 
the  earthquake.   He  related  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and 
described  traffic  as  light  to  moderate,  with  the  majority  of  traffic 
travelling  in  the  N-3  and  N-4  lanes.   He  also  indicated  that  he  had 
traversed  1-880  in  the  N-l  lane  travelling  at  approximately  45-50  mph,  then 
proceeded  westbound  on  1-80,  SFOBB,  in  the  W-l  lane  at  approximately  50 
mph.   He  stated  that  he  was  nearing  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  when  his 
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vehicle  suddenly  began  swerving  from  side  to  side  and  became  very  difficult 
to  control.   He  related  that  he  was  able  to  control  his  vehicle  and  bring 
it  safely  to  a  stop  at  the  west  end  of  the  bridge.   He  also  related  that  at 
that  time,  he  noticed  that  the  roadway  was  swaying  violently  from  side  to 
side  and  had  waves  passing  through  it  longitudinally.   He  indicated  that  he 
remained  stopped  for  some  period  of  time  and  then  proceeded  to  his  home  in 
San  Francisco.   He  also  indicated  that  he  was  uninjured,  and  that  his 
vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-87,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  0910  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  northbound  in  the  N-l  lane  at  approximately  60  mph.  He 
related  that  he  travels  this  route  approximately  one  week  out  of  the 
month.   He  described  traffic  as  lighter  than  usual,  free  flowing  with 
several  car  lengths  between  vehicles,  and  no  back-up  at  the  I -880/1 -80 
interchange.   He  stated  that  he  had  just  entered  the  W-2  lane  of  the 
transition  road  to  westbound  1-80,  SF0BB,  when  his  vehicle  suddenly  began 
to  swerve  from  side  to  side.   He  indicated  that  his  vehicle  continued  this 
motion  approximately  6-10  times,  but  that  he  did  not  notice  any  motion  in 
the  roadway.   He  did  notice  that  there  were  cracks  appearing  in  the 
roadway,  and  that  there  were  pieces  of  concrete  falling  off  of  the 
westbound  1-580  transition  road.   He  related  that  he  continued  westbound  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Toll  Plaza,  where  he  stopped  and  got  out  of  his 
vehicle.   He  subsequently  learned  that  the  bridge  was  closed  and  that  the 
1-880  freeway  had  collapsed.   He  also  indicated  that  he  was  uninjured,  and 
that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-88,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  0930  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  was 

travelling  southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-l  lane  at  approximately  50-55  mph. 
She  related  that  she  drives  this  route  approximately  three  times  a  day. 
She  described  traffic  as  moderate,  but  well  spread  out.   She  indicated  that 
she  was  just  north  of  34th  Street  when  her  vehicle  started  shaking 
violently  from  side  to  side  and  bouncing  up  and  down.   She  stated  that  her 
vehicle's  radio  went  dead.   She  indicated  that  she  began  slowing  and  put 
the  transmission  in  neutral,  and  that  the  vehicle's  engine  quit  running. 
She  related  that  she  was  able  to  control  her  vehicle  and  bring  it  safely  to 
a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.   She  indicated  that  she  had  not  observed 
any  structure  motion,  but  felt  it  trembling  after  she  had  brought  her 
vehicle  to  a  stop.   She  stated  that  she  heard  a  tremendously  loud  noise, 
like  a  bomb  going  off,  then  saw  smoke  and  dust  rising  in  front  of  her.  She 
indicated  that  she  could  see  that  the  freeway  had  collapsed  approximately 
150  feet  forward  of  her  position.   She  related  that  she  was  not  injured, 
and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged.   She  also  related  that  she  subsequently 
made  a  u-turn  and  exited  the  freeway  via  the  32nd  Street  off -ramp. 
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W-89,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  ;  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  rear  of  a  vehicle 
driven  by  ...  .  :.   He  also  indicated  that  there  was  another  passenger, 

named  ,  in  the  vehicle.   He  related  that  they  were  travelling 

southbound  on  1-880  in  the  S-3  lane  at  approximately  55-60  mph.   He  also 
related  that  they  drive  this  route  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  light. 
He  stated  that  they  were  traversing  a  left  curve  in  the  vicinity  of  8th 
Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  related  that  their  vehicle  started 
swerving  from  side  to  side,  and  that  he  noticed  that  the  driver  was 
fighting  the  steering  wheel  trying  to  control  the  vehicle.   He  also  related 
that  the  driver  moved  the  vehicle  to  the  S-4  lane  and  slowed  down.   He  also 
indicated  that  some  of  the  vehicles  in  that  vicinity  stopped,  but  that  they 
continued  on  to  their  destination.  He  stated  that  he  was  uninjured,  and 
that  to  his  knowledge  the  other  occupants  of  the  vehicle  were  also 
uninjured.  He  also  indicated  that  the  vehicle  appeared  to  be  undamaged. 


W-90,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  1230  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  southbound  at  approximately  1630  hours.  He  indicated  that 
he  had  been  travelling  in  the  S-4  lane  at  approximately  50-60  mph.  He  also 
indicated  that  traffic  was  very  light  at  that  hour. 


W-91,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  0800  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-2  lane  at  approximately  60  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  every  Tuesday,  and  described  traffic  as 
light  and  travelling  at  approximately  60-65  mph.   He  also  indicated  that  he 
was  north  of  14th  street  when  his  vehicle  began  swerving  laterally,  first 
to  the  left  and  then  the  right,  as  if  the  wheels  were  caught  in  a  rut  on 
the  roadway.   He  stated  that  he  began  braking  and  steering,  and  then 
brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  near  the  merge  point  of  the  14th  Street 
on-ramp.  He  related  that  as  he  came  to  a  stop,  he  observed  that  the 
overhead  freeway  north  of  his  location  had  collapsed  onto  the  northbound 
lanes.   He  also  related  that  he  observed  a  green  truck  in  the  N-4  lane 
which  had  been  struck  by  falling  debris  and  a  blue  vehicle  which  had  run 
into  the  rubble  north  of  the  green  truck.  He  indicated  that  he  was  not 
injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged.  He  also  indicated  that  he 
subsequently  made  a  u-turn  and  exited  the  freeway  via  the  14th  Street 
on-ramp. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  SUMMARIZED  STATEMENTS 


W-92,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by 

telephone  on  October  24,  1989,  at  approximately  0830  hours.   The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  had 

traversed  1-880  southbound  in  the  S-2  lane  at  approximately  50-55  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  approximately  once  a  week,  and  described 
traffic  as  light  to  moderate.   He  indicated  that  he  was  southbound  1-880 
near  Marina  Boulevard  in  San  Leandro  when  the  earthquake  struck.   He  stated 
that  his  vehicle  shook  as  if  the  wheels  were  coming  off,  but  that  he  was 
able  to  bring  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.   He  related 
that  he  subsequently  continued  on  to  Union  City.   He  also  indicated  that  he 
was  not  injured,  and  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-93,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone 

on  October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1230  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  that  she  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-2  lane  at  approximately  60  mph.  She 
related  that  she  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  described  traffic  as 
light.   She  indicated  that  she  was  near  8th  street  when  the  earthquake 
struck.   She  stated  that  her  vehicle  suddenly  began  to  swerve  violently 
from  side  to  side.   She  immediately  began  slowing  and  brought  her  vehicle 
to  a  stop  with  surrounding  traffic.   She  also  related  that  as  she  was 
stopping,  she  observed  that  the  freeway  was  swaying  from  side  to  side  and 
had  waves  passing  through  it  longitudinally.   She  indicated  that  she  was 
not  injured,  and  that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged.   She  also  indicated  that 
she  did  not  observe  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  freeway  and  that  she 
subsequently  exited  the  freeway  by  making  a  u-turn  and  proceeding  down  the 
8th  Street  on-ramp. 


W-94,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jeff  Talbott  by 

telephone  on  October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1600  hours.  The  interview  was 
not  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  her  vehicle,  and  was 

travelling  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-2  lane  at  approximately  65 
mph.   She  related  that  she  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  described 
traffic  as  light.   She  indicated  that  she  was  just  entering  the 
transition  road  to  eastbound  1-80  when  her  vehicle  suddenly  began 
swaying  violently  from  side  to  side  in  a  rolling  type  of  motion.  She 
indicated  that  she  was  able  to  safely  stop  her  vehicle  along  with 
surrounding  traffic.   She  also  stated  that  she  was  not  injured,  and 
that  her  vehicle  was  undamaged.   She  described  the  roadway  motion  as  a 
side  to  side  motion.   She  related  that  she  subsequently  continued 
eastbound  on  1-80. 
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W-95,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jeff  Talbott  by  telephone 

on  October  26,  1989,  at  approximately  1435  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witnes*  stated  that  he  was  driving  his  vehicle  northbound  on  1-880, 

and  that  he  had  two  passengers  (  )  with  him. 

He  indicated  that  he  was  travelling  in  the  N-2  lane  at  approximately  50 
mph.   He  also  related  that  he  drives  this  route  approximately  two  to  three 
times  per  week,  and  described  traffic  as  moderate.   He  stated  that  he  was 
northbound  near  14th  Street  when  his  vehicle  began  swerving  from  side  to 
side,  as  if  it  had  an  alignment  problem  or  a  flat  tire.   He  indicated  that 
he  slowed  and  stopped  near  17th  Street.   He  stated  that  he  had  noticed  that 
the  structure  felt  as  if  it  were  rolling  diagonally,  and  that  the  upper 
deck  of  the  freeway  had  fallen  on  the  lower  deck  north  of  his  location.  He 
stated  that  he  observed  that  a  May  Flower  Moving  Van  and  a  blue  vehicle  had 
struck  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  freeway.   He  also  indicated  that  he  and 
his  passenger  were  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged.  He 
related  that  he  subsequently  made  a  u-turn  and  exited  the  freeway  via  the 
14th  Street  on-ramp. 


W-96,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Fritz  Eberly  by  telephone 

on  October  23,  1989,  at  approximately  0930  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  that  he  was 

driving  northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-4  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.  He 
related  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily.  He  described  traffic  light, 
with  only  20,  30  vehicles  in  his  immediate  vicinity.   He  indicated  that  he 
was  north  of  34th  Street  when  his  vehicle  started  rocking  from  side  to 
side.   He  also  related  that  he  slowed,  as  did  the  other  vehicles  in  his 
immediate  vicinity,  and  then  entered  eastbound  1-80.   He  stated  that  he  did 
not  observe  the  structure's  motion  or  its  collapse.   He  also  indicated  that 
he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 

W-97,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson  by  telephone 

on  November  1,  1989,  at  approximately  0653  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  ...  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle.   He  related  that 

he  had  just  dropped  off  his  trailer,  crossed  under  the  freeway,  and  then 
turned  southbound  on  West  Cypress  Street.  He  indicated  that  he  parked 
behind  a  green  vehicle  which  was  abandoned  on  West  Cypress  Street  near  the 
Triangle  Restaurant,  just  north  of  26th  Street.   He  related  that  he  was 
waiting  for  another  driver  and  had  to  stay  with  his  vehicle  because  he 
couldn't  lock  it.   He  had  turned  his  engine  off  and  had  started  his  daily 
paper  work.   He  suddenly  felt  his  vehicle  start  shaking  as  if  someone  were 
climbing  on  it.   He  related  that  he  opened  his  door,  and  then  noted  that 
the  motion  was  getting  stronger,  so  he  shut  the  door  again.   He  stated  that 
the  motion  grew  stronger,  and  that  he  saw  a  section  of  guardrail  fall  from 
the  west  side  of  the  upper  deck  of  the  freeway  adjacent  to  his  location. 
He  indicated  that  he  looked  upward  and  observed  a  dark  colored  vehicle 
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coming  off  of  the  upper  deck  of  the  freeway.   He  related  that  the  vehicle 
appeared  to  be  hung  up  on  the  edge  of  the  freeway  momentarily  and  then  fell 
to  the  ground.   He  indicated  that  the  vehicle  landed  upside  down  on  the 
street  approximately  two  feet  from  his  vehicle.   He  also  indicated  that  he 
got  out  of  his  vehicle  and  ran  to  the  vehicle  and  assisted  in  removing  the 
occupants.   He  related  that  the  vehicle's  driver's  door  had  come  open  and 
that  the  occupants  were  removed  through  that  door.   He  indicated  that  he 
remained  with  the  injured  occupants  until  rescue  personnel  arrived 
approximately  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  earthquake.   He  also  stated  that 
during  the  earthquake,  he  observed  the  freeway  rocking  from  side  to  side 
and  that  it  appeared  that  the  upper  deck  support  columns  were  being  forced 
outward  near  the  bottom  where  they  rested  on  the  bottom  deck  support 
columns.   He  indicated  that  he  could  not  say  that  any  portion  of  the 
freeway  fell  before  the  other  portions,  but  added  that  one  minute  it  was 
standing  the  next  minute  it  was  down.   He  also  related  that  he  was  not 
injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged. 


W-g8,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  by  telephone  on 

October  25,  1989,  at  approximately  1915  hours.   The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  stated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle,  and  he  was  driving 

northbound  on  1-880  in  the  N-3  lane  at  approximately  55  mph.   He  related 
that  he  drives  this  route  twice  daily,  and  described  traffic  as  very  light 
and  spaced  with  approximately  200  feet  between  vehicles.   He  indicated  that 
as  he  was  nearing  the  I -880/1 -80  interchange,  his  vehicle  began  to  swerve 
from  side  to  side.   He  also  related  that  his  vehicle  was  very  difficult  to 
control.   He  stated  that  he  was  attempting  to  slow  and  control  his  vehicle 
when  he  observed  smoke  to  his  rear.   He  also  indicated  that  he  regained 
control  of  his  vehicle  ,  continued  through  the  interchange  to  eastbound 
1-80,  and  stopped  on  the  right  shoulder  at  Powell  Street.   He  related  that 
he  was  not  injured,  and  that  his  vehicle  was  undamaged.  He  subsequently 
continued  eastbound  on  1-80. 


